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Of Steven Seagal and Bud Culligan
A Conversation with Lars Hansson
by Kenn Thomas

: The last time we had you In Steamshovel

you were able to explain some of the back-

ground information coucerning Gordon
Novel and his connection to those photographs of J.
Edgar Hoover in flagrante delicto.

A: 1 think your readers will find it quite fascinat-
ing how he re-enters the picture here.

I had been aware of Steven Seagal for about five
years along with everybody else, since he entered the
scene with his movie Above The Law. | happened to
be living in Santa Barbara, acrually commuting back
and forth between there and Las Vegas, working with
Colonel Bo Gritz. And I was very familiar with the
Christic Institute lawsuit, so [ was extremely im-
_pressed with that film when it came out. The director
of that movie, and his most recent film, Under Siege,
is a man by the name of Andrew Davis, who is a
peighbor of mine in Santa Barbara. So I felt a fairly
close tie. And I had a very good impression of Steven
Seagal. Pm not that great a fan of martial arts per se
but I felt that at least in his first film and perhaps in
this last film he was trying to get a fairly decent mes-
$age across.

A couple of years ago I was doing this radio pro-
gram and we were talking about the JFK assassination.
One of the listeners had sent some material which was
released from a fellow by the name of Craig Hewlit.
I'm not saying this to endorse him or reject him, but
one of the listeners had sent me this material concemn-
ing an individual by the name of Roland Bemard Cul-
ligan, or Bud Culligan for short. This was back in
1991.

I had first heard Culligan's name about a year or
so before (hat indirectly from Fletcher Prouty. We
were working on another case concerning Bob Lazar,
interestingly enough, and in the course of it he had
made a stray comment conceming the Cuiligan list.
This was back in the middle of 1990. I had no idea
what that was but I guessed correctly that this Culli-
gan was potentially some sort of high-level hit man.
The years go by and I get a tape of an interview that
this fellow Culligan did from the East Ridge, Tennes-
see police department im, I believe, 1978, essentially
gomgxmosomedaaﬂabomhisb«kgmduatjs

fient hit man and some of these -assassinations
that be claimed 10 have performed.

I was extremely busy at the time working on a

book about George Bush and covering the Noriega -

trial and a few other odds and ends and didn't really
have much time pursue it. But after I got back from
Iraq last year, we were supposed to start putting a
documentary video together but the project fell
through. So I had a little bit of time on my hands.
This Culligan story had intrigued me so much during
that year that I made all the various arrangements and
I actually flew out from Florida to New Mexico w
visit with him for the first time. It was a very interest-
ing meedng. The man is 69 years old now. He stands
about 6°4". Despite the fact that he’s had open heant
surgery and his hair is grey and he wears a beard,
he’s still an extremely formidable individual and ex-
tremely coherent and articulate. I thought that if this
guy isn't what he claims to be, he certainly could play
the role.

Q: Could you go into more detail about what
exactly he claims and what is this Culligan Jist that
Fletcher Prouty talked about?

A: What he claims, in fact, and what he has been
claiming since roughly 1978, is that he was a very
high-level, executive action specialist. That he was un-
der orders direcily from the CIA and he has in count
documents named his case officer ag having directed
him in performing over & hundred internationsl assas.

1 have right in front me a copy of the most recent
lawsuit he has filed in Asheville, North Carolina,
against the Central Intelligence Agency. It's a very
lengthy file. He’s basically claiming that. they are re-
sponsible for, I believe, 141 felony charges that have
been leveled against him from Oregon to Rhode Is-
land, Florida to New Mexico. He claims that he had
lose of recognition, loss of retirement and several mil-
lion dollars in damages. In goes into great detail after
that. There are mumber affidavits attached. .

On one gix-page affidavit be claims that he had
killed 117 persons from 1943 to 1990, claiming that it
came from the official files of the US State Depart-
ment as sent to the Federal court in Albuquerque in
1985. And some of the people he lists, which is what
1 heard on this tape two years ago, are people who
most people would recognize: Patrice Lumumba, Ra-
fael Trujillo, Dag Hammerskold, the Diem brothers in
Vietnam, Jose Fuentes in Quatemala, King Farouk and
Nasser in Egypt in 1970, with quite a few in between.
He claims, and there is documentation to prove, that
he’s been trying for fifteen years to get the agency to
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oomemterms.mahedidnolwammgopubh'cwith
any of i, Hejunwanzedwbelcﬁa!onemdgoimo
retirement.
Therc’sanindivx'dln!tballhavecomcmknow
vayweﬂwholivsdowninﬂoridawhohmbeen

fo!hwingCumgan'scaseveryclosdyfmsevmm

this, cawalogued audio tapes, including many, many
tqm.OnewhereC\xlligani:descdbingenalyhow
be killed King Farouk, or bad Farouk killed in Iialy,
forexm:ple.Avuy.myemmivc,exhausﬁveﬁk.
'lhefactislhatCnuigmhuﬁhd,asIsay,fw
Federal law suits against the Central Inteltigence
Am.lpuwnﬂlyhavcgmwmofm,imﬁ-
dieﬁonsmvwfymosecasawmmﬁ]caxxithcwn-
tents. Imaestinglyenough,abmnayeuagowhml
weat 1o Asheville, North Carolina to make sure that I
hadal!thedocummmintheﬁle;thecounckctk
clamdthamerewasm:uchcasemﬁleunﬁll
shmvedhertheeovetformthnwehadreocivedear-
lier with her signature on it. She said, “Oh, that
case!” Most of the people in these official capacities
mhccmligmomﬁvexybodymmsmdismissit,ma:
he’s a mut case and so forth. Yet right on the surface
ofityouhavewaskyourseltwhakindofglumfor
punishment would file cases like that if there weren't
something to it? Not one, but four cases.
Q:Andheham’twriamabookartriedloget
publicity that way?
A:Yesandno.kxfaa,heacmauyhadmimna
book, which T believe was published in Brussels in
1982 called Highway Inte Hel! bu apparently the CIA
prcv:medpublicaﬁonmddistributionln!hiscmmry.
Interestingly enough, and this is something 1 have
lumdvexyreoenﬂyandhavemtyctbeenahlew
veti!‘yitbmlmpccti!maywdlbcmecne,rhathe
was suppowd!ythcinspimionfortheuanliebn@y
sefies of some years back. It was unfo ‘played
as a spoof by Dean Martin, but Culligan claims that
hekmwthepeoplebehindmewriﬁngoﬂhatmimat
mmyofmincidcnumbascdonhisownml
life experiences.
Bctha!asi!may,hisovm!ldlmsthasbeento
uylojmtlaylowandsuyquietmdu-ywworkom
somcsonofdcdma:wou!dmblchimmdhisvvife,
both in their sixties, to just fade into the sunset. He
claims(hmbecameofwhuheknowsandwhathc
pmicipuedinmc:e'smw:ythahewmﬂdevcrbe
permimdtododw.Mdsoaﬁctuyingtomakem-
tact with a number of peaple, I had gained his confi.

dence and actually have made 2 total of six.trips up 1o

mcptison.Oneofdmn.lmigmw,thesemdto
last one, I made with Steven Seagal’s attomey for five
hours, during which we audio-taped three hours of

Culligan’s jaithouse confessions, describing a number
of&aseasmximﬁomthuhechimslohavepex-
formed. Therein lies prenty much my dispute with
StevenSeagaIumispoinz.Isbomapmnomhix
nameconecdy,itrhymuwithscagull.

Q:OneofCunigxn’schinsisthatbembbed
out the JFK hit men in Guatemals tn 19657

A: Absclutely. Hechimsthattheremthree

Behasgivennwthenameeothemmdmhc
daimspardcipamdwithbiminthcseem&onsmd
!hathethmﬂewdowutoGuatemalaaaddispached
anthrecmeu‘AndwhamakamiseSpecianyimmn-
ingisthat,aslsaythisaczsethathuaneansivc
track record for at least fificen years that I'm aware
of, thequmﬁonishownuwhofitisabmluwlynue
and real and ultimately provable. That's the difficulry,
Frankly, ﬂaaz'swhylgotintouchwithSteveuSeagal,
in about February or March of 1993,
Q:Betonwegettothat,Cumganalsodahm
thatthetwosurvivingmmbusolthﬂllittumare
»

A: That’s correct. He has a habis of referring 1o,
and I've noticed this with a_number of these ex-
agents, he refers 10 Sturgis as “Burgess”. Apparently
backdm'inglhattime!herewasabmerycalledmn
gessandlguesswhenhewouldmkccomamor
whamot they’d make a sort of code. But, yes, Frank
Swrgis. He claims that ope of Humt's many pay-offs
wasanmcidentwherehewasgivcnsomedﬁnglike
m,wOfotabmchongIbagcminhislmcmdso
forth. Bur, yes,hed&imsthatﬂ;eyareﬁeoﬂytwo
surviving men,

Q:HowdoaSuvenSenga!mintoﬂﬁsstory?

A: As | say, he seemingly came out of nowhere,
He has surrounded himself with this aura of mystery.
Those people who have watched his films or follow
himwanydegme,mawmthaxhcappaxenﬂym
an aikido dojo ovet in Japan. He has claimed in vari-
ous-interviews thar e performed ‘special works
favors for very powerful people over there with a
bcavyammmofh:plicatimthatummmpeopk.

What has come out of these most recent articles
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and in some of my own background investigation on
Steve is that appareatly one of the key people that be
associated with over there, while he was actually nm-
ning his mother-in-law’s dajo, was a2 man by the name
of Robert Strickland, who was an actual CIA agent
and was involved in 2 number of very sensitive opera-
tione. Steven for a number of years had claimed him
a5 a podfather rype and Strickland apparently had un-
restricted access to the film sets and so forth, until
about 1989, when be clzims, and the Conmolly article
quotes him as claiming, that Scagal tried to persuade
Stickland to rub out was man by the name of Gary
Goldman, who I know fairly well. Goldman had
worked over in Viemam, was a captain in the US
Army and has been involved in a number of opera-
tions with Licutenant Colonel Bo Gritz, the POW mis-
sions and so forth. In the period of time when I was
helping Bo put his books together, I had gotten to
know Gary fairly well.

Moving back a few monthe: | had contacted Sea-
gal because [ thought that he might be interested in
this Culligan story. It seemed that it would not only
make very good film fare but at that time I had the
impression that Seagal was very sincere about wanting
to try to bring the truth out about a lot of these covent
operations. He's a very knowledgeable guy. He prides
himseif on having that sort of awareness and back-
ground. And we had a number of mumal acquain-
tances, such as Dan Shechan and Andrew Davis. So 1
contacted him and was very pleased and surprised that
he got back to me right away. And for the first two or
three weeks he was extremely ious and concerned
and solicitous about my welfare and health. He
seemed to be very genuinely concerned about the truth
of Culligan’s story or getting to the truth of it.

What I had originally proposed to him was that he
underwrite a thorough investigation of Culligan’s
claims so that we could first and foremost find out
how much of it really was provable before we did
anything with it. Then, assuming that a lot of the
claims that he had made were verifiable, then obvi-
ously this would have made temendous background
for a film, book, whatever, especially with the thirti-
eth anniversary of the assassination looming. If some
of the suff that Culligan is alleging in court could
really be verified, obviously it could help to bring
about a major breakthrough. So that was my primary
goal and always has been, in wrms of verifying these
things through a very serious investigation.

What I noticed pretty quickly with Seagal was that
he seemed to be much more interested and obsessed
aspects than he did with really getting to the bortom of
it. So much so that, and this is the first time I've said

this publicly, during two of the conversations that we
had he scemed to be 50 enthralled with this idea of
this incredible hit man that he actually started brag-
ging about some of his own activities in that regard,
which disturbed me tremendously, for obvious rea-
sons. Number one: I don’t support assassination for
any reason. Number two: I'm very uacomfortable
around somebody who is either bragging about some-
thing that either did not happen or, worse yet, that
did.

So I started to become very uncomfortable. On
two occasions, and 1 wanet this said for the record,
Seagal actually made some fairly direct suggestions
that I should consider performing some favors for him
or, in the case of Culligan, that we should consider
eliminating 2 particular general, who I meafioned ear-
lier, who was working as his case officer and appar-
caly Culligan claims is the one responsible for all the
grief he has suffered over the last twenty years. I was
extremelfy disturbed about that.

Q: Now Seagal is actually filing a slander suit
against both John Connolly and Spy Magazine for
these accusations, which you are basically support-

A: In fact, yes. That's why ! wanted to put this
on the record. He filed a slander suit against John
Connolly personally and threatened to file suit if Spy
printed it, which is a fairly apparent case of prior re-
straint. Part of the reason I want w put this on the
record is that T mrned this information over to the
LAPD, which is investigating some of these claims by
Goldman and myself, and they seem 0 be virtually
non-concerned. As a matter of fact, 'm a fairly good
investigator and [ was really smunned that three weeks
after Goldman made his report on this matter, even
though they had contacted people around the country,
they hadn't called me, and at that time the detective
bad to ask me what Seagal’s phone number was,
where he lived and who is attorney was. So anybody
that sees anything here relating to what happened in
LA in June 1968, the paraliels seem slightly ominous
here.

Q: That was the thing that made the reputation
for the LAPD as investigators, the RFK assassina-
tion. John Connolly’s credibility is very good. He’s
done a lot of good work on the Casolaro investiga-
tiom.

A: In case anybody is ready to write him off or
say that he is pursuing a vendetta, your readers should
know that he has a law degree and was a former New
York City homicide detective. So it isn’t as if be
doesn’t have a certain amount of professional expertise
in this field.

One of the names that has surfaced repeatedly in

Z1g0Y¥351lbl P.u4-85



246 | Popular Alienation

R el L TR AR AT NN TS o NN o |

CAUOWUTOLDL Lol 4ol % 'l

the Casolaro investigation is a man by the name of
Robert Booth Nichols. In the short period of time that
I was attemipting to pegotiate with Seagal, I was
smunned to learn that he had Robert Booth Nichols act
as his technical advisor m his last film, Under Siege,
and actually apparently plays & small cameo role as
one of the werrorists. I thought that was appropriaste.

I have actmal documents from the First Interconti-
nental Development Corporation, when they were in-
corparating, in a leuer to Robert Booth Nichols de-
scribing this corporation which includes Robert A.
Masheu, which 'm sure many people will remember
from the Hughes Intertel period, the guy who in many
volumes now is described as having set up the hit
against Fidel Castro, on behalf of Richard Nixon with
Santos Trafficante, Sam Giancana and Johnoy Rosclli,
under the JM WAVE program. Many researchers have
alleged that it was members of that same team, which
inctuded Frack Sturgis and Howard Humt, that later
turned around and went after Jobhn Kennedy in Dallas.

Another person who is part of this corporation
with Nichols was Clint Murchison, Jr. People who
have done their homework will remember the name
Murchison: his father was the very wealthy Dallas oil
man who was involved with J. Edgar Hoover, at
whase home both Hoover and Nixon were visiting the
night before John Kennedy was killed. Of course, they
later couldn’t remember where they were that day.

For those who have been following recent devel-
opments in the Cazolare case, there was a letter writ-
ten by Ted Gunderson, the former FBI man who has
been investigating the Satanist and so forth, that was
written to Robert Nichols back as far as 1983, to try
to get him to get some information for him in Austra-
lia. It's my understanding from several sources that
Ted Guuderson was actually involved in Meridian
Arms Company with Robert Booth Nichols and Mi-
chael Riconosciuto. These are the kind of people that
Steve has been associating with very heavily. employ-
ing in his films and so forth.

Getting back to the issue: what really concerned
me tremendously was that in the middle of our discus-
sion Seagal was actually bragging about his expertise
in this field himself. His atormney was sitting right
there when he was describing this in great detail. A
close friend of mine was sitting there at a subsequent
conversation where Steve was bragging to us, after we
came back from interviewing Culligan in prison. Cul-
ligan claims that he acwally fired the fatal shots at
Raphael Trujille in 1961 in the Dominican Republic
using a 270 rifle, and he exclaimed “My favorite!”
Apparently that inspired Mr. Seagal so much that he
had to run out and buy two of them and then brag to
us abour ir.

I was very concerned about all this and where he
was coming from. As we were getting close o trying
o complete the deal, which I was becoming more
nervous about, I was told that apparendy someone had
contacted him and wied 0 wam him away from deal-
ing with me. In hindsight, [ was actually very pleased
about that and I later found ous that that person hap-
pened 10 be Gordon Novel,

Q: We discussed him in our previous interview.
He was on the PBS special concerning J. Edgar
Hoover and he’s been on the scenc for a long time, a
guy who tried to de-rail the Garrison investigation.

A: Who actually brags about it pubdlicly. One of
the other people that both Novel and Robdent Booth
Nichols have been hanging out with over the last year
or two is John Lear, who I have written about in a
bhundred amd twenty page affidavit, UFOs, Aliens and
Ex-Intelligence Agents: Who's Fooling Whom? John
Lear, who lives in Las Vegas and goes around the
country purporting to be a UFO expert, but who in
fact was involved in flying six hundred tons of Soviet
weapons to Somalia in 1977 to set up this problem
we’re now having to deal with. Lear bragged openly
and showed me proof that he was involved in the
shipment of weapons to Iran in violation of the embar-
goes in early 1981, which as you can see ties in
closely to whar Casolaro was looking into, what I be-
lieve was part of the actual payoff for the October
Surprise election deal. I have also verified personally
from first-hand experience, Lear was directly involved
in the shipment of what vltimarely amounted o 1.33
trillion dollars out of the Philippines in Guam, into
Zurich, Switzerland. The latest reports that I have got-
ten from Las Vegas are that Seagal, apparently ac-
cording to John Lear himself, hired Leas's wife as his
casting agent.

Q: Lear, of course, throws stories out there
about secret government manipulations with alien
beings and s0 forth to entertain people while at the
same time be i involved with moving Marcos gold
and flying weapons to Somalia.

A: I just make the point again, not to get off on
the UFO tangent, but certainly would hope that if any
of your readers have an imterest in that to look more
closely into this and question very closely what the
ulterior motives are of a lot of these so-calied experts
out there, to disinform and confuse. Pay attention to
more of these mundane details. The reason why a
character like Novel is so important to be looked u
very closely, this is a guy who actively impersonated
Lee Harvey Oswald thirty years ago and is still right
in the middle of the simation herc. Believe me, he is
not the only one.
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