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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

I.ER HARM OSWALD

On June 16, 1964, the confidential source
abroad which had furnished information classified
Secret on March 16, 1964, concerning the C-14 rifle,
Serial No . C-2766, which information was incorporated
into a memorandum dated March 17, 1964, captioned as
above, gave permission to declassify all of the infor-
mation it had provided on March 16, 1964, concerning-
the C-14 rifle.
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wAlW ..- 25. D. c
June 16, 1964

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Honorable J . hoe Rankin
General Counsel
The President's Commission
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast
Rashington, D . C .

Dear Itr . ,aakin :

-.1nDT-u . . . .

April 2, 1964

By Courier Service

In accordance with the request on March 30, 1964, of11r . :olvin Eisenberg, paraffin tests were conducted with the
ns~ascination rifle, C14, by the FBI Laboratory .

The paraffin test consists of pouring warm paraffinover the Land or cheek, peeling the paraffin cast off and
testing the inner surface of the paraffin for the presence of
any gunpowder residues . The reagents used in this test, however,
are not specific for only gunpowder residues and will reactpositively with most oxidizing agents. Oxidizing agents thatwill react are also present in such common substances as
. ~ilizer, urine, tobacco and others, as well as gunpowder
residues . In prior exporiments conducted by the FBI Laboratory,_z has been found that the paraffin test is unreliable as tow:Iether a person recently fired a weapon,' since in some instances,
positive reactions were obtained on casts from the hands of
persons who had not fired weapons and no reactions were obtained
on casts from the hands of persons who had fired weapons .

Before conducting the tests with the assassination rifle,
control paraffin tests of the right cheo :c and both hands were
conducted on a Laboratory examiner who had thoroughly washed
his face and hands and who had not recently fired a weapon .
The paraffin casts were then treated with diphanylboazidine, a
sensitive reagent for the detection of most oxidizing agents .
Numerous positive reactions were noted on the casts of both hands
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Honorable J, Lose Rankin

and no reactions were noted on tho,check cast . It is pointed
out that war. paraffin can remove the foreign matter that is
present on the skin or in the pores .

The assassination rifle was then rapid-fired three
times by the . same man on which the control tests were made .
Paraffin casts of the examiner's right chock and both hands
were then prepared . These paraffin casts were also treated
with diphenylboazidine and there were no reactions .

Sincerely yours,

2

Alwo~ti
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Dear Mr . Rankin :

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Honorable J . Lee Rankin
Ceneral Counsel
The President's Commission
200 Maryland Avenue, Northeast
Washington, D. C .

COMMISSION EXHIBIT No . 2562

W13HINGTON S. D.C.

April 30, 1964

BY COURIER SERVICE

Reference is made to your letter dated
February 21, 1964, and my lotter dated March 27, 1964,
relating to the 6 .5 millimeter Mannlicher-Carcano
Italian military rifle, serial number C2766, and to
your request for this Bureau to obtain the originals
or photographic copies of all documents relating to
this rifle as well as an Italian carbine rifle, serial
number 2766 .

Enclosed for your assistance are two copies
of a twenty-page self-explanatory communication 'rom our
Dallas, Texas, Office dated April 22, 1964 . This
communication describes in a systematic manner the
documents obtained by this Bureau in accordance with
your request . The documents relating to the rifle
bearing the serial number C2766 are described first
followed by data on the rifle bearing serial number 2766 .

In addition, there are enclosed two photographic
copies each of thirty-six documents relating to the above
rifles arranged in the same sequence as described in the
enclosed Dallas communication .

For your information, copies of exhibits D 17,
D 18, D 19, D 77 and J 1 have been previously furnished
to you and were consequently not duplicated for this
particular request . The originals or copies of the


