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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

WASHINCTON, D.C. 10348

September 4, 1964
BY COURIER SERVICE

Honorable J. Lee Rankin
General Counsel

The President's Commission
200 Maryland Avcnue, N. E
Washington, D .

Dear Mr. Rankin:

An article captioned "Caiifornia Crowd Hears
Harangue by Bircher" written by Julius Duscha, staff reporter,
under the date line of Sants Ana, California, August 29,
appeared in the "Washington Post” on August 30, 1964. This
article stated that Professor Revilo P. Oliver of the
University of Illineis spoke for more than onc hour before
1,300 men and women in the auditorium of the Santa Ana Valley
High School. A copy of this article is enclosed.

In response to you  cquest of Inspector James R,
Malley of this Bureau on Sep aber 2. 1964, that we locate
and interview Mr. Oliver for he purporse of determining the
basis for the remarks attributcd to him in the aforementioned
article, we determined Mr. O)iver is staying at the Argonaut
Hotel, Denver, Colorado, until September 5. 1964, Accordingly,
we contacted Mr. Oliver in Denver at which time he advised
that his speech for the most part contained the same material
that was published in his articles which appcared in the
"American Opinion" magazine in February and March, 1964.
Mr. Oliver identified this muyuzine as an organ published by
the John Birch Society. Mr. Oliver further stated that all
of his material used in his articles was obtained by him from
public sources and he added that he has no confident.sl sources.

Mr. Oliver advised that the source of his statement
that communists, with the help of the Central Intelligence
Agency (CIA), were vesponsibtce for the assassination, was a
book entitled "Oswald: Assassin or Fall Guy?" written by
Joachim Joesten which was published by Marzani and Munsell
Publishers, Inc., New York City.
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Mr. Oliver advised that in connection with his
statement that he did not know whether Oswald was paid by
CIA or by the Soviet secret police and that it might be
just a matter of bookkecping anyway, he believed his source
for th.s statement was either the aforementioned book by Joesten
or an article by John Henshaw which appeared in the "National
Enquirer." Mr. Oliver also stated that his source for the
statement that under orders from Secretary of Defense Robert
McNamara the Army "began to rehearse for the funeral more than
a week before the funeral,” was a news article which appeared
in the "Clarion Ledger" on Fchruary 21, 1964, He identified
the "Clarion Ledger" as a newspaper published in Jackson,
Mississippi. According to Mr. Oliver, this article pertained
to statements made by Army Captuin Richard Cloy who reportedly
was in charge of protocol for state funerals.

In conclusion, Mr. Oliver stated that he always
furnishes the sources of his material during his speeches
but that unfortunately, the newspaper accounts usually do not
identify these sources.

In connection with Mr. Oliver's statements that
material in his speech was too the most part contained in
his articles which appeared in (he "American Opinion" magazine,
there is enclosed for the information ot the Commission a copy
of a pamphlet entitled "Dallas Maramanship by Revilo P. Oliver,
Parts 1 and II," which was furnished this Burcau by Mr. Roy J.
Evans, President of the Evans Distributing Company, Shreveport,
Louisiana. Mr. Evans stated he received this pamphlet throuﬁh
the mail and upon reading its contents, he did not agree with it
and consequently desired to furnish it to this Bureau for
information.

You will note that Part 1 of the enclosed pamphlet
appeared in "American Opinion" magazine for February, 1964,
and Part II of the pamphlet appearcd in the March, 1964,
issue of "American Opinion" mayazine.

In connection with My, Oliver's statements that
certain material in his speech was based on the book "Oswald:
Assassin or Fall Guy?" your attention is directed to chapter 16
of M. Joesten's book entitled "0il Thicker Than Blood," which
contains a number of statements alleging a conspiracy in
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Honorable J. Lee Rankin

connection with the assassination of President John F, Kennedy.

Your attention is also directed to the report of Special

Agent Robert P. Gemberling dated May 15, 1964, at Dallas,

Te captioned "Assassination of John Fitzgerald Kennedy,

-63, Dallas, Texas; Miscellaneous - Information Concerning.”

This report, which is in the possession of the Commission, sets
gorth information on pages 561 through 595 concerning Joachim
oesten.

In connection with Mr. Oliver's statement that some
of the material in his spcech may have been based upon an article
by John Henshaw which appcearcd in the "National Enquirer,”
vour attention is directed tu the Commission's letter of May 5,
1964, requesting this Burcau to make certain inquiries in
connection with Mr. Henshaw's article. Your attention is also
dirc ‘ted to our letter of May 8, 1964, which furnished the
Commission with results of our inquiries in such matter.

In conncection with Mr. Oliver's statement that data
in his spcech alleging that under orders from Sccretary of
Defense Robert McNamara the Army "began to rehearse for the
funeral more than a week before the tfuneral" was based upon
an article in the "Clarion Ledger" for February 21, 1964, please
be advised that we have determined that the Friday, February 21,
1964, issue of the "Clarion Ledger,” Jackson, Mississippi daily
newspaper, contained an article entitled "A Lot to Remember."
This article reported an interview with Captain Richard C. Cloy
and identified Captain Cloy as hcing in charge of the caisson
scction which carried the President's coffin, the saluting
battery which fired the 2l-gun final salute and the fife and
drum corps which marched with the cortege. Captain Cloy is
quoted as saying "We were preparing the actual funcral arrangements
less than an hour after the President was shot." Captain Cloy
is also quoted as saying "We were in a state of rcadiness and
hut just finished a funeral rehearsal because there was grave
concern for President Hoover's health, but we never expected
that our practice was preparing us for President Kennedy."

The article also reported that Captain Cloy had been
visiting in Mississippi but was en route to his new assignoment
with the General Staff of the Third Infantry Division in Germany.
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“The Warren Gang®

‘California Crowd Hears

Harangue by Bircher

By Julius Duscha
Matt Remarier

SANTA ANA, Calif, Aug.
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But the speech by Oliver
name is his
name backward) ne-

They are nat
food religious fa-
natics or some niher kind
of cult'sts. They are solid
m Al
Otiver, s member of the
ecounell of the John Bireh
Society, got his greatest re-
sponse during his address

praised the energy and in-
telligence of the American
people

Then. In mocking tones,
he spoke of “the hipeds
wha are too lazy, ton stupid,
ton  savage o work for

i Hie N

Civer solemnly warned
hit audience against hecom-
Ing entangled in such pro-
grams as foreign aid, assisi:
ance for
rountries, world peace and
rivil rights

The elear implication of

Newes Aud'ynu

Oliver's words was  that
white Americans are a
super-tace and that other
propies are inferior.

At one point he spoke of |

the “profound binlogical dif- |
ferences between human |
races” !

He alsn was openly antl
Semitie. He read, for exam-
ple, In & mocking Yiddish
accent, a letter of eriticlsm
that he had received.

stage on which a huge Amer-
ican flag had been pinned
as & hackdrop, each lstener
g0t a ticket stub telling him
how he could eblain more
Information shout the Jahn
Birch Society.

Most of Oliver's apeech
wan devoted to a rehashing
of charges he made last
winter in the Birch Soclety
magazine, American Opin-
ion, that President Ken.
mmum
of a Communist plot and

with the help ot
the (.‘nltrll Intelligeney

jum & matier of
ing anyway."

Oliver also said that un-
der arders Secretary

from
of Defense Robert §. Me-

were gasps from his audi
enee

Teacher of Classles

Oliver. professor  of
classics at I'lll‘l!uh. ix o large
man who speaks with a flat
Midwestern aecent.

He has become ane of Lhe
=tar altractions on the right-
wing speaking cireult, and
profitable ecireuit it in

Tt rost $1.50 to hear him
In additinn te the speech,
delivered in a dark auditor.
ium from a bright lighted
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»  MARXMANSHIP

REVILO P. OLIVER

PARTS I & I

Compliments oft

DUO OIL & GAS CO.
P. O. Box 5296

Shreveport, La.

Reprinted by permission

Part 1..... American Opinion Magazine, Feb., 1964
Part 2..... American Opinion Magazine, Mar., 1964
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