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Srameue o e 18--€AIAIT/\)—-«- "Tox bwo yuaro
now I have been waiting to do this one thing., To
digsolve my American citizenship and becone a citizen
of the Soviet Union," Todny, ‘twenty ycar-old Lee
Harvey Oswald of Fort VWorth, ¥ezx Texas, is in lioscow.
He hopes he's close to his goal, ‘

With his suit of charcoal gray flannel,
dark tie and tan cashmerec sweater “co Tooks, and
sounds, like Joe College with a slight Southern xmerai
drawl., But his l1ife hasn't been that of a typical
college boy.
Leels father, an insurance saleman, aied
_before he wes born., Raised in Texes and louisiana, the
boy spent two years in Hdew York during his early teens.
At 17, he enlisted in the U.S. ¥arines. "I did it,"
he says, kz "because we were poor and i éidn't want to
be & dburdea on my mother," Iater, he spent 14 months In
as a licensed radar operator in the Far Last,
This September, his 3-year hitch nearly
done, the “arines gave “ee a dependency discharge.
Just one months later, after an exhausting trip by
land, sea and air, he arrived in lMoscow.to zzrm petition
the Supreme Soviet, hlghest legislative body in the
U.S.S.R., for Sov1eu citirenship. Livi\nU in Moscovigs
Hotel Letropole on mney he carned as.a\U.S. lerine,
Lee Oswald walts for an enswer. ' \
Even though Russian officml\ have verned
~him Soviet citizenship is not easy to OLQm\in, Tee already
refers to the Soviet government as “my. gbvc?nﬂcﬁt "
"but,” says _ec, "even if I am no¥ a@cepted,';\on no
" account will I g0 back to the United atut9°. I'SPQII
. renain here, if necessary, as a resident alien," ALl
" Soviet officals will promise teday is %Pat Lee can siay
~on in Russia regardless of whether he beco?rs a eiti7cn,-
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leanwnile, they're vinvestigating  the pOuDiblllu4pp 377
~ono*nu him <o a Sovietd higher technical institute.

T en age waen angry young rebels all ovexr
tha world iz £ind woleaso in opoing whe DBeatnila, .
what brough? thisg geriouws, sofl-spoken Southern ooy
To Késcow with no other amoition buv to wpcnd she reat
of his life’ss @ Soviet citizen? Evidently, it's o
combination of poverty, the plight of the U.S. Kegro,
end the U.S. Marines, .

"Iy wother,! says Lec, "has been a worker all
her life. S»cos a good exc.ple, 2 he adds, "of what
happeas to workers in the United States." He declines to
elaborate, "A%L the age of 15," he adds, "after watching
the way worliers are treated in Ihex® Ncw Yorik, and
Negroes in the South, I vas looking for a key to my en-
viromaent, The I discovercd Socialist literature."

Lee vas struck, in particular, by warx's "Das Kapital.'
Le concluded that, as an American, "I would wckhme
become either 2 worker exploited for capltalist profit,
cxr oz explciler ory since there arc many in this

esory, & I'd be one of the uncmployed." Lee became

19!

“arxiss, Later, as & marine Corps Private in J”pan and
tne Philippines, he "had a chance to watch ‘Americen
militarist imperialism in acv r," .

r&ily a year &30, Lco began getting ready to
come to Russia, Using a Jerliitz grawmar, he taught
himself %o read and write Russian. Fever, says TLee,
a nice—looking six=footer with pgray eyés and brown
nair, did he consider deserting ¥he larine Corps

Does it occur to Lec that Soviet

officials may “e cmberrassed by his effort to become |
& citizen of <lelr country at & moment when Ras “a i3

culiivaving good relations with ti.e "United Stvates?
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Tussian officinls, says «ce, “"don't encourage and don's

wiscourage me." They warn, howcvcr, that neither iee's
. [ARSERS N \("
wish, not theirs, will determine whethér hm his
- L 3 //'zr"_/ Soﬁ
citi 7\1uhin apvlication wiXxk is +to be accoptcd ySoeis
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Lee the sanctuary of o prolonged stay in the U.S.S.R.
“As Tor officials at the U.S. Twmbassy in
lloscow, thcy.re torn between theilr desire to give
Lee time to %hink it over, and their legal obligation +o
croenixiiizxa hear his oath renouncing American
citizenship if he ineists, ILee is bhitter at U.S. Consul
Richard Snyder, who, he charges, stolled him whe? he
eoked to take the cath on Oct. 31, only time Tee s been
at the Imbassy. As a result, Lec woh't go back there.
He'll let the Soviet government handle lesal deotails
waen, and if, he becomes a X citizen of the Soviet Union.
sieanwhile, heds handed over his pas sporv to the American
mbassy. '
Embassy officials adnit they're a bit
gun shy, It's their thiré casc of attempied defection
this f2ll, The Tirst, Nicholas “etrulli, dmernd changed

.

nis mind about defecting just before Russia refused hin
citizenship, Petrulli had a history of mental illness.
The second, .bbstcr, an enployee of the
tand Co., asked for, and recceived, Soviet citizenship
~°*cn after he had spent the sumier wx working at the
U. S “2ir in loscowds Sokolnild Park. But Webster and
PCurulll had had nmarital troubles back home.

Unlike Vebster and Potrulli, Tec Oswald
nas never been married, His asge—he won't be 21 until
next Cct, 1&—is apparcntly no bar ito renouncing his-

American citizenship. Rugsians comeof age at 18.
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» ordinary Ruszians he meets, c¢o they
(3]

¢ 8 desire vo defeet? “Vell,"

says Lee, they're veory curious and they acsk me vwhy,"

But materialist Imscovites, he «dds, 'understand vhen I
nealk o2 vhe idealistical xeasons that brousht me here,

And they ask me nany guestions about the material con-

dit.ons of workers in the Unived Siates.”

Regordless of eny material shoricomings”
ne secs waile he's hie o, Lee insisis he'll never go
back to the ixzuaixd U.S.A. "Imigration;" he says,
nisn't easy. I don't recomacnd it to everyone., It
means cominy to a new couwatry, always being the outsider,
alwvays naving to edjust, Buv to me, my reasons &are

riocEasXsanl strong and good. I believe I'm doing

Lot "
rigov iy von't

Thet's vhy Jee Zozunis take any mhonz calls
when his nmother telop s from Fort Worth to beg hin

not to defect.
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