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B

FROM: ¥W. David Slawson
SUBJECT: ‘Erip to Mex;co City

M. Roward P. Willens,
W. David Slawson, all on
Lm ¥Washington, D. C. to
Sunday, April 12 and

CR an alrplane leavirng
Tnoon, April 13. This

S trip plus some of thé

=

D . IG,

n met with Assistant
Affairs Thcmas Mann,

?e Legal‘Adviser for the
i Hamn in Mr, Mamn's
Secretary Mann was

le assassination and
leffort and our relations
;rities imediately after
ied Mexico City. - A copy
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SUBJEST: Trip to Mexico ity

Cn Yeinesday, April 8, 1554 ¥Mr, Howard P, YWilllens,
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ifexico City. Iir. Cocieman return=d oan Sunday, Lpril 12 and
wr. Slawson and r. ¥illens returned on an airplane leaving
Hexico Uity 2t about 3:20, Monday afteracen, April 13, This

-

memorandum will brielly summarice this trip plus some ¢f the

meetings held in preparation for is.
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10:20 a.m. to

¥illeus, Ccleman and Slawscon wet with Aggsistant

%t

ate for Latia Amerlican Affairs Themas Mann,

{2

Seeretary of
Fr. Thomas Ehrlich of the Office of the lLezal 4dviser for the
State Eépartmcnt, and two aldes to I, Bamm in Mr, Eamm's
ciffice at about 10:20 a.m. Assistant Secretary Hana was
Ambagscader te tiexice at the time of the sssossinntion and
erscnally directed the investigatory effort and our relations

with the HMeixlcan law enforcement authorities immecdiately after

the rew of the Fresidont's death reached Mexico City. A copy
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of the file creatéd by his efforts, consisting of telegrams
between Mexl:zo City and the State Department in Washington,
had previously been'forwarded to the dommission. The purpose
of our meeting with Azmbassador kann vas first, to inform him
of our intent to go to Mexico and discuss with him our proposed
acticns there and second, to réise certain-questions with him
about hls thoughts and actions in Mexico immediately after the

assassination.

The file turned over to the Commission by Ambassador
Mann contains statements of opinion by him that Oswald was
rovably involved in a2 sinister fashion, especially b& way of
TaKlng & urlive, wivn wie uwan Emoassy 1n mexico U1ty Or Wlti.
some other Castro agency. These susvicions were reinforced by
the allegations of a certain "Alvarado" who at the time was-
beinz 1n§errogated ihteﬁsively by the Mexican authorities and b:
representatives of the American ﬁmbassy in Hexico City because
he claimed to have seen Lee Harvey Oswald take $6500 in
American bills from an 1ndividual in the Cuban Embassy. We
asked Ambassador Mann what particular evidence aside from the
Alvarado assertions he had for these suspicions. He replied
that he had none except the general feeling "in his guts" that
Castro was the kind of dictator who might have carried out this
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kind of ruthless action, either throurh some hope of gaining
from 1t or simply as revenge. Thé Amsassador added that not
even the allegzations of Alvarado or other Tumors which may have
been current in Mexico City to the effect that money had been
glven to Cswald were really the cause of his Suspicions, since
the Alvarado allegations were not madeo until é day or so later,
but that the fact that Oswald had visited the Cuban and Russicn
Embassies in Mexico City shortly before the assassination, whic!
he had learned from his security officers at the Embassy, plus
what he belleved about Castro's character, seémed suffilcient to
him to raise the gravest suspicions. Later, he pointed out,
when he had 3 chance to listen to the Dorticos-Armas intercepts.

his suspicions were strengthened.

Ambassador Mann kﬁew of no contacts by Oswald with
anyone 1n Mexico City other than his visits to the Cuban and
Soviet Embassies and his staying at the Hotel del Comercilo.
Ambassador Mann said that our intelligence took and was still
taking bhotographsvof both the Cuban and Soviet Embassies
vhenever anyone left or entered their méin entrances, at least
during the normal visiting hours on Monday. through Friday,
during the daytime when.pictures.could be taken without

~artificial light.



The Ambassador said unat he had been kept informed

of the Sllvla Duran interrogation through his aides, Clarke

Anderson and ¥inston Scott. He learned of it informally,
Mat 15, Anderson and Scott reported crally to him as soon as
they received from the Mexican authorities at "Gobernacion”

any news about how the interrogation was progressing,

In response to our questions, the Ambassador recoam-

mended that when we got to Mexico City we should work through

the representatives of the FBI and the CIA a2t the American
Enbassy and, through them, with the Mexican officials they
recormended, but fhat we should do all of this as quletly as
possible, without uny newspaper publicity. We also asked
== Ampbassador Mann to what extént it was known 4in Mexico City
that the Hotel del Comercio was a headquarters for pro-Castro
activities. The Ambassador replied that it was not known

generally at all, that this information was current only in

intelligence circles.

Ambassadoer nann sald that the file from his Ehbassy
which had previously been forwarded to the Commlssion OOﬂSti-.
tuted the entire file which was in existence on this particulax
subject, with the one eiception that it may not have included
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the report from the FBI referred to therein. Ve confirmed

that 1t had not included that repért. He saidé that he was

sure that this report could be obtainad from Clarke Anderson

i Mexico City, Af we thought 1t was necessary, In response %o
a similar question about the "Alvarado” file, he replied that
any additional papers in the possession of American authcrities
that might be in existence on Alvarado could pfobably be
obtained through the CIA and that we could speak to Mr. Scott
about this. He said that he had never seen any papers or
formal statements by Silvia Duran; all his information about

what she is supposed to have told the Mexican police was

ropptuwed v parAd AP mAavdh thraneh hia aiAdac Qantt and Andepadn

Ambassador Mann wés then called out to another con-
ference, for whilch he was already a half-hour late, As the
meeting was breaking up he -asked Mr, Slawson whether, with the
benefit of hindsight, the membefs of the Commiesion staff felt
that his recommendations and actions shortly after the
assassiﬁatién had been justified or whether we thought: they
were unduly rash. Mr. Slawson replied that although thé inves-
tization ol the specific allegations of Alvarado had shouwn that

they wvere in all probability a fabrication, he found nothing

.in what the Ambassador had done to have been unjustified, in



view of the facts known to him and his assistants at the time

and 1n view of the extrecme sericusncss of the occurrence,

2:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m,.

At 3:20 in the afternoon Ew.[:l‘ok. SCELS O]Qf the CIA
came to the Commission offices and conferred there with
Slawson, Willens and Coleman. This conference grew out of a

suggestion made by Mr. Richard Helms of the CIA about two

weeks previous, in which he had menticned that 1t would be a
good idea -1f a representative of his agency met with those

pcrsons from the Cocmmission who planred to go to Mexico Just

aame /Y ae | .ana B ccaS gy b A pmiamy _tL...A- LV oy AVA L.y
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e properly advise us of any last-minu? : arrangements and properly

alert 1ts people in Mexico of our arrival. .

- ¥We discugsed whether we would journey to Mexico
officially and openly or completely incognito, and[m S'CEL$0]

-offered to make arfa.ngement;s to get us into Mexico completely

unnoticed if we desired to do so. Ve told him that we did not
want to try to keep the trip entirely secreft. We would do our
best to avold any kind of newspaper publicity or public

announc@ments._ ke intended to introduce ocurselves at the




Imbassy and to lexlcan officials as wiat we in fact were,

represcncacives of the Commission.

. [SCﬁ \-Sg‘l said that in dealing with Mr. Vinston Scott,
the CIA Chief for liexico, we would be working with one of the
top foreipn opcratives in their entire organization. He said

that the CIA would give us complete cooperation.

We outlined to Mr.BC ELS ac-ur' entire propoéed plan
once we arrived in HMexico, in general terms, and asked for hiu
comments on how best to achieve our goals. His reply in every
1ns£ance vas that we should deal on Lhe spot with Mr.‘Scott.
Esc&“(ﬂchuuéﬁb wiay vus piuposed Juu.'!':c.y.na.a a voay puul iucd,
He repeated what lir. Helms of the CI\ had said a while ago,
that there 18 no substitute for the "case officer" being "on

the spot.”

WLDNESDAY - APRIL 8

8:15 a.n. to 7:00 p.n.

Cur plane was scheduled to leave Vashington from
Dulles Airport at 9:20 in the morning 2nd accordingly all three
of us mct at the ¥ashington Air Terminal in the Albert Pick.

Yotel at about 8:15 and later arrived at the Alrport at about



9:00, However, weather and technical difficulties held up
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the plane in ?hiladelphia and vie did not get off the ground
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in Vashington until a2lmest 2:00 o'clock in the afterncon.

After a shiort stop in New Orleans we arrived in
Mexico City at about 6:00 p.m., Mexico City time. We were met!
as we came c¢ff the airplane by a representative of Eastern

Airlines, FMr. Jorge Villagomez, who addressed each of us by

name, gave us hls business card and cased our way through

Mexican customs. An unidentified man approached Mr. Willens
-and asked ir we were from the Embassy. ¥%illens replied that

we were not._ The individual asked 1f 1t was true that peop}e

vere cominz to investigate the asgassinatioa. Willens refused

to confirm this report. Mr. Coleman had some minor difficul-
Ties with the Mexican Immigration officlals over whether or
not he had been vaccinated recently, and in the course of

discussions on this the Eastern Airlines representative men-

tioned to the Iimilgration officlal something to the effect the
Mr. Coleman was a-representative of the Varren Comzission.
~This ccmment could have been overheard by the person who had
approached }Mr. willens, who 1in the meantime had walked back
towards Mr. Coleman. If 211 this occurred as we suspect it

may have, it ccoculd explain vhy there was an announcement in t:
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of the Kexlce City newspapers the following morning naming
us and stating that we had come to iexico on business for the

Coninission.

Just inside the airport terminal wé were met by
Mr. Clarke Anderson and Mr. Rolfe larson from the American
Embassy. These men were later identified, respectively, as
Chief of the FBI in Mexico City and an FBI agent temporari;y
assigned for duty in Mexico City. Anderson and ILarson took the

three of us .o our hotel, the Continental Hilton.

THURSDAY - APRIL O

YUY a.m, TO Y40 Q..

At G:00 a.m. the three of us met in the FBI offices
at the Embassy with Mr. Larson and discussed generally with
him the progress of the assassination investigation while we
vere waiting to meet Ambassador Freeman. Clarke Anderson and
winstoh Scott, the CIA Chief in Mexico City, were conferring'
with the Ambassador and briefing him on the Mexican aspects of
the assassinatioq investigation. Ambassadcr Freeman had been
at this post conly two days, having just presented his cre-
dentials to the President of Mexico on Monday, April 6.
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Q:20 a.n. 2o G:55 a.m,

Ve met with the fmbassador at about 9:;30 in the
morning. Fresent begides the three of us and the Ambassador

were lMinister Beenstra, Winston Scott and Clarke Anderson.

r. Coleman exploined in general terms the purpose
of our trip, He said that we wanted %o learn as much as
possible about what investigationa wesre currehtly being carric
out, with special emphasis on the Hot:1 del Comercio and on
Oswald's northbound jJourney out of Meiiico City, and that we
wanted fo decide upon and initiate whatever new lines of inves

A ~ablar v PATE snmAnAa ANnTIAR Pan Tr mmvmamacmdd ain ccléPp T aav.r., .
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into these investigations, we wished to satisfy ourselves that
everything reasonably possible was being done and, in additicn
we wanted to become as current as poasible on evidence beinz
produced.. Also, we hoped to make contact with one or more
Mexican officlals so as to learn di:ectly from them what part
they had played 1n the assassination investigation and what th
had learned fhat mizght be of value to us. In particular, we
wanted'to find out 2s much a84poséib1e_about what Mrs. 31ilvia
Duran, the clerk at the Cuban Iisbassy who dealt frequently wit

Oswald, knew. FPinally, we hoped to make arrangements for, and



and perhaps accomplish, the authentication of ocur evidence

obtained in Mexico, by the taking of depositions or by invit-

ing witnesses to appear before the Commission to testify.

Mr., Coleman added that we hoped in all this to be
gulded by the counsel of the Ambassador and his staff, because
we did not want to do anything that would disturb the good

relations of the American and Mexican governments.

Ambassacdor Freeman replied that he and his starf
would cooperate completely. He said that he saw no objection
vhatever to our tazlking directly to Mexicans vho had some

informaticr to contribute, but he felt that this siiould be done

i

only in the Embassy and only on the clearly stated basia that
all appearances and testimony were totally voluntary on the

part of the Mexicans. As to speaking to Mexican officials. the-
Ambassador agaln said that this would be fine and he asked only'

that we work through his staff in setting up appolntments, etc.

The Ambéssador pointed out that the taking of formal depositions
in a foreign country could be a very difficult and technical .
matter. He referred us to the Consulate section of the Embassy

for information on how to go about doing this.

The Ambassador, Clarke, Boonstra and Anderson felt




that our sceing Silvia Duran would be a highly sensitive

matter and that 1t should be discussed fully with the Mexican

officilals, butvthey agreed that it did not differ in principle
from our seeinz other Mexican witnesses, i.e., the Ambassador
approved so longz as we saw her in the American Embassy, and

made clear to her that her appearancc was entirely voluntary.

There then followed an exchange of views on how best:

to approach Mexican officials, what Mexican officials would be
‘most valuable for our purposes, and the general substance of
our viork. At about five minutes to ten the Ambassador had to
excuse himazlf for his first staff meetinz, which he had callzd
for 10:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m, to 11:00 a.m.

Willens, Coleman and Slawson retired to the office

" that had been assigned to them at the Embassy, room 510, to

;&ﬁ discuss.the conference with the Ambaésador and generally to
draw up ouﬁlines for ocur coming conference with the FBi, the

CIA and Mr. Boonstra.

11:00 a.m. to 1:45 p.m,

Mr. Anderson and Mr. Scott came to room 510 after




the staff meeting haq adjourned. We agreed that we would
confer with Mr. Anderson immediately and meet Mr. Scott later
in the gday, at about 3:30. Mr. Anderson was welcome to come
with us at our meeting with Mr. Scott, if he desired to do so,
and he said that he would make up his mind on this after he had
conferred with us, because he of course had-other work to do
and would not want to attend the meeting with Scott if it
woﬁld.simply involve him in a repetition of grdund he had

already vovered.

Accordingly, we met lmmediately with Clarke
Anderson in his offices. He invited Rolfe Larson and a Mr.
Trent to take part in the conference. B#Mr. Trent was also an

agent of the FBI temporarily on duty in Mexico.

] One of the topics of conversation was Reverend

Albert Alexander Osborne, also known as John Hoﬁard Bowen.

~Mr. Trent had been the agent primarily engaged in tracking down

and talking with Bowen, although Larson too had been somewhat
involved. Briefly, the agents described Bowen as an elderly
white halred gentleman who was probably engaged in some kind

of violation of the law in his fund raising, because it was not

clear that he éctually used the money he received for religious



[T

purposes, at least of the kind he represented that he would

use the money for, and they both regarded Bowen as somewhat

‘un§table mencally, Trent described how when he first

approached Bowen he referred to him as "Mr, Osborne," and the
reply was that he, Trent, must be mistaken, because he, |
Osborne, wals Bowen. Osborne then went on to say that he was
often mistaken for Osborne but that he had not‘seen that other
gentleman in some time, and believe@ he was in some other
section of Ma2xico, ete. Trent éaid that Osborne carried this
off very well. It was not until later that Osborne admitted
that he was really Osborne but that he often used the name
Bowen. Vhen asked directly how they though: Osborne would
react to being asked or‘comﬁelled to appear to testify before
the Commission or a staff member, Trent and Larsoﬁ were
inconclusive. They thought that there might be trouble but
they were not sure. Trent and the other FBI representatives
then described the procedures the Mexican Immigration. Authors:
ities were using in dealing with Osborne. In sum, thé author-
ities had not acted as yet to deport Osborne but they believe
that they had sufficient grounds to do so at any time. In the
meantime they were keeping an eye on him and were quéstioning

him occasionally. The FBI representatives felt that if we

Y
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wanted o push 1t, the lexlcan authorities would deport

Osborne aquickly.

The discussion then continued on to other investiga-
tlons. ILarson gave a detailed sumary of reéent results of
the investigation of 0Oswald's northbound travel on the
Transportes del Norte bus, I will not go into.what he saiad
here because 1t 1s now reflected in an FBI report in the pos-
session of the Commission. We advised him to include as much
‘detail as poissible in the reports which he sent through
channels in Yashington to our Commission because the detail
which he had told us orally seemed o fit what we knew about
Oswald's bacliground and was.therefore valuable as confirmatory
material in the overall picture, even though it pérhaps seemed
impertant to Larson. Ve then supplied various details about
Oswald's backzround and character vhich might assist Larson in
Interrogating witnesses in Mexico. Larascn, Trent and Anderson

agreed to include all possible detail in their future reports

from Mexico.

Larson and Anderson then went into a discussion of
the Hotel del Comerclo investigation. Here, it appears that the

conclusion of the Mexican investigators that no one at the hotel



remenbered Cswald and thai the only evidence of his stay

there was his nanme 6n the register waé incorrect. Larson,
aftef several interrogations, had fonnd that the maid at the
hotel did remember Oswald and was able.to give some bits of
information about him. For one thing, she, as did other wit-
nesses,confirmed that he was always alone when she saw him.

~ Further, she sald that he invariably had left the hotel before
she cleaned his room at about 9:00 in the morning. Larson hac
also found out that the proprietress of the little restaurant
next deor to the hotel was able to identify Oswald, élthough
Larson was hot completely certain on how-much she really
remembered and how ch she may have picked up by suggestion
from newspaper reporters. hnyway,'she has stated that Oéwald
frequently ate lunches and dinners'at her restaurant, that Ae
ihvariably ordered very cheap meals, that he always ate alone,
and that he was nct able to converse sufficientiy in Spanish
"so that he really knew what he was ordering when he ordered a
meal. For example, he often refused soup and dessert,
apparently believing that he was thereby saﬁing money, althoug
both items were included in the cQst of the full meal,

Various other investigations of Oswald and of places

where Oswald may have been in Mexico City were also tcuched ug



such as the bull fight arena, the Jjal alal games, and the
places where he may have purchased tourist items. For
example, Larson and Anderson said that another one of their
agents had questiocned more than three hundred silver shops in
an attemmt to lccate the place where'aswald may have purchased
a silver bracelet inscribed "Marina.®™ The response had been
negative at each shop and subsequent investigation has shown
that such bracelets are probably not sold in Mexico at all
because they are made in Japan and the duty on importing them
into Mexlco would make their price non-competitive with local

products.

¥We then asked whaf was the status of the Gutierrez
investigation. Trend and Larson and Anderson all agreed that
Gutierrez was sincere and was doing all he could to cooperate
with the 1nvestigation of what he claims to have seen. In
fact, Gutlierrez has spend a ccnsiderable amount of time trying
to get nmore valuable information and he has nevér tried to
receive any compensatioq for this work. The weakness in
Gutierrez' story, according to the FBI representatives, is the
identification of Oswald. For example, Gutierrez has falled

to identify Oswald as the man he saw at the Cuban Embassy

'receiving mcney when shown & picture of Oswald passing out
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Fair Play f{cr Cuba pamphlets in New {rleans gurings the summe

- of 1963. Gutlerrez says that he never saw his man in profil

only from the rear and, very fleetinzly, from a direct fcruz
view. His best piecce of identification is to the automobile
he saw "0Oswald" and the Cuban enter just outside of the
Embassy., Even here; however, assuminy that his description .
the automobile is completely accurate, there are probably
dozens of such automobiles in and around Mexico City. Renau
1s a popular make af car in Mexico, =nd the color described -
Gutierrez is a popular color, One automobile answering this
description and frequently seen around the Cuban Embassy has
been located, but 1t is still registered under the name of &
man who owned and sold it several years ago. This situation
apparently cormon in Mezico. Mexicai:s often register a car
under the name of its former owner.iu order to avoid payinz:

sales tax on the transfer. However, investigation is contim

.ing to see if the present owner of this particular autcmobil:

can be located. In addition, a c¢onstant syrveillance of the
Cuban Embassy and its vicinity is being kept, to spot this o
similar car, and if one is spotted, further investigation wi.

be carrled out,

_ Slawson then mentloned that we had brought with us
from Washington all the items of physical evidence which mig
18
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relate to Mexico. It was agreed tha{ Slawson and Larson would
go throush these items later. W¥e then inquired as to our

seeing the reports and current work papers of the FBI in

Mexico. Anderson replied that these were open to our exami-
nation at any time and that he and his agents would show us
' whatever we would like to see. We azreed that we would look at

particular reports later, as the occasion warranted.

S1lvia Duran was then discassed. It appeared that

her signed statement had finally been obtained from the
Mexican Police, Previously, the existénce of such a statement
had‘not been known. We agreed that we would see that later in
the day or tomorrow and that it would &150 be rorwardeda Tnrough
g#r‘-. channels to the Commission ‘in Washimzton. We emphasized that

| we wanted not only a translation of the statement but, if
ppssible, a copy of the>statement 1telf. Thé FBI representa-
tivés described Duran as best they could, basically, as a

"Mexican pepperpot," a devout communist, and "sexy." (The CIA

later showed us some pictures of her, which substantially con- -
firmed this description.) Ve discussed what would be the best
approaches to our possibly seeing her, Anderson felt that

this would be a touchy point but égreed that we should try to
'do it if ve coﬁld. He thought that the Mexlcan official that

we should see about this as well as all other aspects of our




investigation was Luils Echevarria, Acting Secretary of the
Interior. Anderson said that he was well acquainted with
Echevarria and that he got along very well with him, as did4

inston Scott.

Willens, Slawson and Coleman each got the impressio
from this conference that the FBI in Mexico C;ty had been
completely frank and open with us. So far as we can determine
every question we asked was answered without an attempt at'
evasion, and much information volunteered which we had not
asked., Botlt Larson and Anderson give a very good inpression
of competence and Anderson's knowledre of the detalls of thg
assassination investigation was especially .mpressive since

hls duties are primarily sdbervisory.

The Alvarado investigation was also reviewed, Clari
Anderson said that he was present at the Alvarado interrogatic
which was taken under a polygraph machine. The polygraph
operatbr, who did not speak Spanish, stood benind Alvérado
wvhen he was fasteﬁed to the machine and pointed to various
questions written in English which he wanted Anderson to ask.

Anderson would then ask Alvarado the gquestion in Spanish.

In response to ocur direct question Anderson replied

that now that the investigations were more or less complete
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hls expert opinion was that no forelgn conspiracy arising out
of or connected with the territery of Mexico existed in con-
nection with the assassinaticn. He sald that he felt that if
such had existéd, althoursh perhaps they would not have solved
it by this time, they at least would have some firm indicatiocn
that it ¥ss in existence, which indications were in fact
laclking. We asked Anderson hovw many different allezations of
conspiracy had been received by his office and he replied, si:.
These were: the Gubtlerrez allegation, the Alvarado allegaticr,
the Dlaz Verson ali;gation, the lMartino-Rcja allegation, the

letter froem Victor Cohen, and the allegation concerning he
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opinion"ahly the first three allegations mentioned even seenicl
serious and that, after znalysis, the only one that still seenec

seriocus was CGutierrez'. Anderson readily agreed.

3:20 p.m. to 6:00 p.m.,

- :
After lunch the three of us went to Mr. Scott's offics

and were there introduced to his deputy, Mr. Alan Vhite. The

\ .
conference was bezun by Mr. Scott giving us a complete

narrative of the CIA's activities in connection with Lee Harvey

Oswald, beginning in September 1993 when they first picked up

‘information that Oswald had appeared at the Russian and Cuban



tmbassies. #ir, Scott stated at the beginning of his narrative
that he intendcs to make a complefe disclosure of all facts,

includéing tha sources of his information, and that he under-

stood that all three of us had been cleared for Top Secret

and that we would not disclose beyond the confines of the -
Cormlssion and its immedlate staff the information we obtained
through him without first clearing it with his superiors in
Vashington., -We agreed to this.

Mr. Scbtt’s narrative of course took a rather long
time to complete, and we interrupted him at many points with
specific questions. During the ccurse of the narrative we were
shovn the actval transcripts, plus the translations, of all the
ﬁﬁg telephaone irtercepts involved, and we were alsc shown the reeils
of photographs fcr all the days in guestion that had been taken
secretly outside the Cuban and Soviet IEmbassy entrances.

Fir, Scott's narrative disclosed that the CIA's action immedi-

ately after the assassinat;on consisted basically of alerting
all its confidential sources of information throughouﬁ Mexico
to immediately channel all information into their headquarters,
and of compiling és complete dossiers as possible on Oswald and
everyone else throushout lMexico who at that time the CIA knew
had had some contact with Oswald. This meant especially

S;lvia Duran, who because she had previously been having an
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affair with Lachuga, the former Cuban Ambassador to MNexico

and presently the Cuban representative at the United Nations,
had previousliy been‘of substantial inﬁerest to the CIA,

Eusibio Azque, Duran's superior at the Cuban Embassy, Kostikcv,
a KGB representative at the Soviet Embassy, and others, and
conveying this information to Washington. In addition, the CIA
worked closely with the FBI and with the Fexican authorities,
especially on the Silvia Duran interrogations. Finally,

Mr. Scott, along with iMr. Anderson, was in constant contast with

" Ambassador Mann, tc keep him as current as possible on all

information coming in and on other d:velopments.

SCOTT pointea Out Ttnat nis heacyuarvers naa picxec up
the name of Lee Harvey COswald from commercizl radio broadcasts
and had begun compiling informztion on him from its Mexican:
files even before being'requested to do 30 by CIA in wWashington.
A1l his men were taken_ofr any other assignment they may have
been on and told to concentraté solely on the assassination.
All the persons previously mentioned who might have been in
contact with Oswald, plus other people who in Scott's opinion
might possibly be involved, were put under surveillance., This

1ncluded, for example, the Cuban Ambassador and all known lccal

Cuban and Russian intelligence agents, Immediately liaison was

set up with Mexican officials. A messenger sent by Echevarria
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to the American Emtassy at this time disclosed that Echevarria
and President Lopez liateo had orderec the Mexican border
closed for travel both ways, without having been requested to
dao so by the American Embassy. Scott sald that the border
closure was 8o thorough that buslcads of school chilédren were

trapped on both sides.

Scott's narrative plus the materials we were shown
disclosed immediétely how incorrect our previous information
had been on Oswald's contacts with the Soviet and Mexican
Embassies. Apparently the distortions and omissions to which
our information had been subjected had entered some place in
washington, because the ClA 1nlormation that we were snown by
Scott was unambiguous on almost all the crucial points. Ve
had previously planned to sﬁow Scott, Slawson‘s reconstruction
of Oswald's probable activities at the embassies to get
Scott!s opinion, but once we saw how badly distorted our infor-
mation was we reallzed that this would be useless. Therefore,
instead; we declded to také és close notes as possible from
the original source materials, at some later time during our

visit,

In view of what we had learned about the photographic

- coverage of the Cuban and Soviet Embassies, we inquired whether

photographs of Oswald coming or going from one or both
' ol



embassies might be avallable., Scott said they were not. He
explalned that photographic coverage was limited by and

large to the daylight weekday hours, because of lack of funds
and because no‘adequate technlcal means for taking photograph:s
at night from a long distance without artificial light, which
was ofbcourse out of the question under the circumstances, har

been developed.

We brought up the question of Gutierrez and receivec

'ﬁroh Scott and White basically the same 1nformation we had

previously learned from the FBI, though somewhat attenuated
because, as Scott and White pointed out, the FBI was carrying
the primary responsibility with Gutierrez. We suggested that
Gutierrez' story might be confirmed or refuted by photographs
taken by the CIA, that in particﬁlar the automobile he claime«
;o have seen might show up on the fringes of some of these
photographs, and we ingquired whether an appropriate examina-
fién 6r.the bicture reels had been made., White replied that
such an examination had not yet been made and that he
suspected that 1t would disclose nothing new, because fhe
photographs covered little more than the entrance 1itself.

Howvever, he promised to make such an examination. (About a

. day later Scott reported to us that such an examination had

been made and proved negative.)
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In answer to our guestion, White and Scott géve
thelr professional_opinions that there probably was not a
forelgn conspiracy connected with Merico involving the
assassinaticn of the President. They, like Anderson, felt
that had there been such a consplracy they would at least by
thié time have had some firm indications of its existence.

a

We aslted Mr, Scott to set up a meeting with Secreuary
Echevarria for all three of us at th¢ earliest pcssible time.
We wanted both him and Mr. Anderson fhere, Af possible, both as
1nt§rpreters and because their previcus versonal acquaintance
with the Secretary would facilitate cur dealings. Scott tele-

phoned Anderson and confirmed this request.

We then reentered our discission of the assassination
in general, as it related to ¥exico. It appeared that the CIA
in Washington had not forwarded certain material developed

elsewhere to Scott, even though these materials might have

'reasonably related to the Mexican investigations. For example,

the conteﬁts of the letter which Oswald wrote to the Russian
Embassy after he returned ta the United States, describing
certain aspects of his trip, had never been disclosed to Scott
or his staff. ' Ve showed them the contents of this letter at

' this meeting.
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Daring.this gencral discusiion lir. Willens was
called out wo meet with Minister Boongtra in regard to the
publicity wkrich had appeared in the local newspapers about
our visit. This involved the drafting of a telegram to the
State Department in Washington in resard to this publicity ar
an estimate as to the reason for it. Also, Villens learned =

this time from Boonstra that the Embassy did not have a copy

. of the file forwarded to the Commisslon by Ambassador Mann.

Apparently, Ambassador Hann's personil file is the only one

"now in existence aslide from the Commlssion copies of 1t, all

other coples having been destroyed iwwhen the Ambassador left t
post in Mexico. Boonstra told Willens that he (Econstra) 1z
only person other than SCOQt and Anderson who was involved wi
Ambassadoﬁxﬁann in the assassinatién investigations. Mr.
Willens asked Boonstra to begin thinking about how best we
céuld forward a request to the lMexican officlals for a complc

report on their role in the assassination investigations. At

' this time Boonstra's only comment was that such a report shci

17 possible, be obtained prior to its being reviewed by the
Mexican Foreign Office, because such a review might censor ot
substantial portions for political reésons and in any event

would involve substantial delay. He suggested that review b:

‘the Foreign 0ffice be a condition of publication at a later
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time, but that 1t not be permitted to hold up the information

at this stagea.

Back in the CIA offices, during VWillens! absence,
Slawsou and Coleman discussed the cable traffic from the Soviet
and Cuban Emsassies both during the time of Oswald's visits
there in September-October 1963 and immediately after the
asséssination. Scott and White said that no increases or
unusual varlations had been noted at either time. We then dis-
cussed briefly the possibilities that the Nafional Security
Agency might be able to "break" the codes for the times when
Oswald was in Mexico City, using as a key the fact that
Oswald's attempt to obtain a visa was probably communicated to
Washington on Friday or Saturday, September 27 or 28. Scott
pointed out that all his office did with coded materials was
to send them back to the National Security Agency in Washington
in the form in which 1t obtained them. They felt that the code-

-breaking might be possible, however, and should be tried.

FRIDAY - APRIL 10

9:00 a.m, to 9:45 a.m.

Coleman, Willens and Slawson appeared at the FBI

-offices at 9:00 a.m., as we had agreed to do the pre?ious

evening, and there met Rolfe Larson. The plan had been that we
28
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were immediately to depart on a tour of the spots which Osw
had visited durinz his trip to Mexico, but Larson told us ti
he had Just been requested not to leave until 9:45, because
that time we expected some confirmation of the hour when we
cl:uld meet with Secretary Echevarria. e t_herefore sat in
Andersen's cffice and discussed with Larson the relative
locations 8.d other'physical aspects of the places we were t
see later in the morning. Soon Anderson came in and $old us
that the appointment with Echevarria was firm for 11:30. Th
Ambassader had been t‘old about the m;eting and again approve
1t, repeatinz his conditions that whren we ask Echevarria for
permissicn to speak directly with Mexican citizens that we
make clear that we wanted all interviews to be within the
American Embassy and to be'completely voluntary. ¥e then ha:
a brief discusision on how we would handle the neeting with -~
Echevarria. V¥illens and Slawson said that we had agreed the
previous evening that Bill Coleman would carry the discussior
for us and that Coleman would spend the first few minutes in
conveying the gratitude aﬁd appreciation of the American
Government to the Mexican Government for its assistance to d:
its satisfaction with the quality of .such assistance, ete., &
other matters of etiquette and friendship, which we had béen

- told were essential vhen dealing in a formal manner with
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Mexlcans. .nderson and the others present at this conference

agreed that this would be the best approach.

9:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

The three of us were driven by Roife>Larson in an
unmarked automobile around the various points that had been -
touched upon by Oswald. VWe saw the Transportes del Norte bus
terminal, the Transportes Frontera bus terminal, the Flecha
Roja bus terminal, the Chihuahuiences travel agency, the Hotel
del Comercic, the restaurant next door to the hotel where
Oswald repo.tedly ate many meals, otiier hotels in the neighbor
hood of the Hotel del Comercio and ’ne varimna hna atatinns-
and this ne‘ghborhood geneqally, the Cuban Embassy and

Consulate, znd the Russian Embassy and Consulate.

Several observations were immediately obvious. The
two embassies are close enough together so that Oswald almost

certainly walked back and forth between them when the occasion

~-galled for 1t. The embassieg, although theoretically reachabl

from the Hotel del Comercio or the inter-city bus stations by
local bus, are in practice so lccated that reaching them by
bus would be much too complex for someone who was not familiar

with the bus lines in Mexico City and especially for someone



£

who did nct speak Spanish fluently enough to get precise
directions. The Hotel del Comercic, although certainly a
cheap hotel and one in which Americar tourists would ordinari)
never stay, has a neat, clean appearance and, according to
Larson, 13 in fact clean inside, and stands gut from its
surroundings as belng definitely more attractive than the othe

hotels in the neighborhood.

Although one-way streets make it difficult to drive
from fhe Flecha Roja bus terminal to the Hotel del Comercio
except by devious routes, for someone walking, as Oswald was,
it would be an easy distance and a natural direction to walk.
The hotels unear this particular bus terminal are almost all
grouped around the same area as the Hotel del Comercio, and
it would seem very.pcssible‘that Oswald could have been
directed towards this neighborhood if he inguired of the vher.

abcuts of an inexpensive hotel., Moreover, coming from the

direction of the bus terminal, the Hotel del Cocmercio would v

likely be the first reasonably clean and attractive hotel ths

one would notice, Some.of the other hotels in this neighborh
closer to the terminal than the del Comercio are also attract:

although perhaps not quite so as the Hotel del Comercio, but

Rolfe Larson pointed out that those hotels tend to get fillled

earllier and therefore Oswald might have been referred further
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down the cirecet if he inguircd at one of them for a rcom and

was turned down.

Larson confirmed what we had been-told by both
Anéerson and Scott earlier, that none of them had any indica~
tion whatever that the Hotel del Comercio was known as a
meeting place for Cuban revolutionaries or even for Cubans,
reveolutionary or not. Larson said that he of éourse had inves-

tigated this possibility and that his examination of the hotel

. register for the periods around Osvwald's visit there had dis-

closed only <~ne Cuban name. Further investigation showed that
this belonzed to a Cuban family man who had his family withhim

and that they were tourists traveling through Mexico.

The Cuban and Soviet Fubassies have no remarkable
characteristics except that both are surrounded by high adobe
walls which make observation of taelr interiors extremely
@ifficult. The Cuban Consulate, where Oswald did most of his
dealings, is a small separate building on the corner of the
Cuban compiex of bulldlings, with its exterior walls cotermincu
with the adobe walls which surround the area. Its front door
therefore opens onto the street. Exit and entry into the
Consulate, therefore, forms an exception in‘that it can easily
be observed by persons outside.
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After driving around with jarson we returned and
parked the car in frcont of the American Embassy and waited
Just outside the car for Scott and Anderson to come out, as we
had agreed befeorechand. They came out shortly after 11:00 a.m.
aad we all got into the car and drove to the Mexican Ministry

of the Interior to meet Senor Echevarria.

11:15 «.m. to 11:45 a.m.

We arrived at Senor Echevarria‘'s office scmewhat
eariy but were nevertheléss imﬁediately brought in to meet hirl.
We were soor Jjoined by his head assistant for this kind of
work, Sencr Ibancez, Chief of Inspections, Clarke Anderson
acted as interpreter, under our instructions that he should
feel free to elaborate as ts courtesies and cdetails at any tine,

and ¥inston Scott also interpreted at a few points.

As previously agreed, Mr. Coleman did the talking for
the three of 'us., He expressed the thanks of the American
government, and ¢f the %arren Commission in particular, for the
cooperation our ngtion haé received frcm his agency and from .
the Hexican government generally, and in general exchanged
plcasantries and courtesies., Coleman algo told Echevarria that

Chiel Justice Warren had sent his personal thanks to Echevarria.



Ccleman asked that the ¥Mexican governement give
the Commission a complete and as detailed as possible report
on all the investigaticns it had carried on in connection witr
the assassination and on any other actions, such as closing the
border, it had carried through. Echevarria .readily asreed to
do this, saying that all the baalc reports which would go into
such an overall report had alréady been prepared and that he
could deliver the overall report on 48 hours notice. He
asked, hoviever, that we delliver a formal request for this
report to the Mexican foreign office, addressed to his atten-
tion, in order that it not be mistakenly sent-to some other
police or investigatory agency in Mexzico. (¥e had learped .
from other sources that there are 25 different police forces
operating in the Mexico Federal District alone.) He said that
he &ould felephone the forelgn office immediately after our
conference to alert them that he was the person responsible for
the note and would appreciate its being forwarded to him for
his appropriate action. Ve agreed that we would deliver such
a note that afternoon if possible, marked to his attention as

he had request ed._

Mr. Coleman went on to tell Echevarria that we were.
treating all communications from Mexico on this Bsubject as

conficentlal and that we would do the same for the report he was
. . "



going to deliver to us. We would publish only after recelvin;;
clearance from the Mexican government, which clearance we
planned to seck at some later point in our investigation.
Echevarria egreed that thils had been his understanding all
along and that it would also be the understanding upon which

he would convey the full report to us.

Ecievarria then discussed briefly the overall
situation and gave hils strong opinion that there was no for=ign
. conspiracy ianvolved in the assassination, at least no conspira-

cy connected with Mexico.

Colenman then brought up the matter of our interview-
ing witnesses for documentation purposes and to find out
additional information, if possible, in Mexico: Qb glive a
specific illustration of what we had in mind, Mr. Coleman used
the manager of the Hotel del Comercio as an example.
Echevarria replied basically in the affirmative, but he made
two important qualifications., First, he felt that the inter-
views should nct be in the American Embassy, because to hold
them there would give the appearance of an official investiga- .
tion beilng carried on by the American government on Mexican
soll, and this he felt, would be very disadvantageous

politically for the present Mexican government., He pointed out

4o anaamean R

oo
4

i3
i f
1

(+)
S
1



that an electlon for president was scheduled to be held in
July, that such electicns were held only every s8ix years in
fexlco, and that the prescnt time was therefore extremely
sensitive poliéically{ Orie of the most effective provaganda
veapons the cocammunists have in Mexico is the alleged American
dominztion and interference with the Mexican governaent and
any unduly public investigatory activities cn 6ur part would
lend themselves to this kind of propaganda. Second, Echevarria
requested that the interviews with Mexican nationals not be
formal but that instead, for example, we ouznt to arrange to
have lunch or coffee, etc., with the persons with whom we

wishrid A " pealr.

Cur reply to this, made through Mr. Coleman, was thzat
we did not want any appointments for lunch or otherwise made at
This time because we wanted to leave the entire problem open.
Ve had not in our own minds decided whether and to what extent
we wanted to proceed on this basis. . Echevarria agreed that he

would take no action until we requested 1t.:

There was an interruption here vhile Echevarria
Spoke in Spanish to Ibanez. Thne three ofiusﬂtook the 6ppor-
tunity to consult quietiy in English with one another.
' Coleman felt that in view of Echevarria's reluctance to permit
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formal meetingz c§en with unizportant witnesses such as the
hotel clerl, that the proposal we had for dedaling with Silvia
Durap ought to Be handled very circumspectly. He proposed to
do- thle by shlfting the conversation back to the overall report,
stressing that in the writing of this report we felt that
Duran's interrcsation was of the highest importance, and then
hopefully shiftins the converséticn unto the subject of how we
could deal directly with Duran. Willens and Slawson agreed with
this apprecach.

Coleman then agaln spoke te Echevarria, referring
back to the overall report and describing our feeling of
importance as to Silvia Turan, etc., as outllned in the prev.sus
paragraph. Echevarria replied by emphatically agreeinz that
- Duran's testimony was of the greatest importance and promising
to go into as much detail and documer.tation as possible in
condection with her evidence in his final report. He commented
.that 1t was upon the information his men had obtained from her
that he had relled most heavily in concluding that no con-
spiracy had been hatched during Oswald's visits to Mexico; At
about this point, Echevarria abruptly took steps to end ﬁhe
meeting. He said that he had an éppointment fo have lunch with

Queen Jullana, who was then in the midst of an official visit
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to Mexico, @nd that he of coursc had to be on time. Coleman
used the opriortunity to say Jokinzly that we would like to

have lunch with Silvia Luran while Echevarria was with the
Queen., EIchevarria replied in the same vein that we would not
have as much fun as we thought because Duran was not 2 goodi-
looking Cuban but only a Mexican. With this rather inconclusive

result on Duran, the meetling ended.

As we were leaving and walﬁing down the stalrs to
the entrance of the building Senor Ibanez came up. behind and
asked Clarke Anderson to stay & minute and speak wlfh him, which
Anderscn did. The rest of us.proceeded to our car in the parking

lot outside to await Anderson.

Anderson later told us that Ibanez had held him back
to say that he Zjbane27'was conpletely at our disposal for
making any arrangements for lunch or otherwise with Mexican
nationals. Clarke Anderson told Ibanez that we appreciated this
‘but that in some instances we might find it rather too informal
at a lunchedn to transact the kind of busingss we hoped to do
with some of the witnesses. = Ibanez replied that in that case
he would be happy to set up appointments at his orfice.in the
Hinistry of the Interior buildi nb. Anderson questioned whether'
"thils was in line with the kind of non-official atmosphere that
Eche#arria hoped to create. Ibanez replied that perhops it
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was not. However, the possibility of using Ibancz' office’
vas not forcclosed.
We then drove directly back to the Embassy, arriving

there about noon.

12:00 nzon to 1:30 »n.m.

_The three of us plusVScott and Anderson went to
Minister Boonstra's office as soon at we arrived at the American
Embassy. We reviewed with Boonstra vhat had occurred with
" Echevarria. We decided that we woulc submit the note to the
iiexican government that afternoon, il possible, although ever -
one reccgnized the difficulty of delivering tpe note tc the
proper Mexican offlcials which was created by thé visit cf
Queen Juliana. Eoonstra pointed out that not only was therg an
officlal lunéh;.at which Echevarrla was now in attendance, but
that,a_state dinner was planned fér that evening. Boonstra
requested that we draft the substance of the note immediately
‘and that it then be given to him for shaping into final form.

We then discussed with Boonstra the problem of
Silvia Duran. VWe polnted out that our only interest in wit-
nesses other than Duran was to get their formal testimony for
authentication purposes. Ye did not feel that there was any-
fhing ve could learh from interrogatinz them that Mr., Larson

and other FBI agents had not already learned. This was not
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true of Duran, however, bzcause shze had ﬁeen interviewed only
by the Mexican pcllce andé we ccnsidesed that interview
inadequate., (I should peint out that we do net consider 1t
totally inadeguate, however, It is only on detalls such as
Cswald's phycical appearance, side comments or remaris he may
have made, c¢te,, that we would lixe to interrcgate Krs. Duran
further, On the essential point of whether or not his
contacts with the Embassy consisted of anything other than
an attempt to travel to Cuba, Silvia Duran's knowledge has
proﬁably been exha2usted.) We discussed with Poonstra the
best apprecach to try to speak.to Duran. RBocnstra frankly stated
that at this pcint it was his cpinion that we would not be ~bhle
to get{ throusgh to her. He felt that the Mexicans were too
politically sensitive to risk having her picked up 2 third
time under arrest and that she, be;ng a communist and especi-
aily because her husband was a very militant communist and 2
very bitter person in general, would not agree to any kind of
voluntary appearance. Nevertheless, he /Eocnstra/ would raise
no objection to cur attempt to arrange a meeting with her. ¥e
therefore agreed that Scott or Anderson would recontact
Ibanez and 1if necessary Echevarria as well to try to arrange a
meeting with Silvia Duran. It was pointed out that even
thouzh the meeting would have to be "informal" as stated by
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Echevarria, possibly for lunch, we could arrange that the
luncheon would be in a private place and that its location
would not be disclosed to Mrs. Duran prior to her arrival
there. 8he could be picked up in an Embassy car and driven
to some other part of the city. Also, if necessary, the room

and/or our persons could be fitted with recording gpparatus so

that no notes would be necessary and so that proof of what was

<t
3

discussed could be obtained and kept for an indefinite period

thereafter.

Boonstra suggested that we consider the use of a
"eutout" for Duran. By this he meant that she could be taken
TO The Uniwdd States on ssme unoliricial Journey, ior exampie,
to give her story to an American magazine, and while in the
United States she could theﬁ appear before the Commission. Ve
discussed the pros and’cons of a cutout and decided that it was

worth considering, and that we would bring it up at the highest

. levels of the Commission after we returned to the United

States.

The conference with Boonstra lasted only about one-
half hour. ‘All of us except Boonstra then retired to room 510,

the office which had been assigned to Slawson, Willens and

- Coleman at the Embassy, and there drafted the note to be sent
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to the Kexftan government asking for its official report on

geliverzd tacik to Boonsirz's offize #ad we continued ocur
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genifierence. <ai8 senference conalsted ¢f 2 =Zush fuliler dig-

cussion of the alternutivag of zstiing Duran to Lestify either

to tne Cozzlosion or to representatives ¢f the Commiszion., The

were gone into by Scott. Le also informed Scott 2nd Andersen
in detail of the kind of payments whilca Duran ecould lzgitimat:ly

expect 1if she were teo Joeurnsy to wWasringten, that 13, the usual

wlvness feegy, hor heteél and mesl exponses, the hotel angd m2al
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Saftille DT LT NGSTAnG, 2lthough e VoWl mit gotoitncc
feez, ané of course the travel expernses for beth of them,

This conference ended wvhen we desided 1t was {ime to break ‘ar
lunsh. It was asreed that Arderson would contact Icanez tc tvy
to work éut an izzmediate follow-up oa Duran in Mexice Qity.
whiles we were there, bn* that any other &pprcocaches to Luran,

| or example, a2 request to her thut she go to Washiaston or
elsewners io the Unlted Ztates for an appesrance befcre the
 Comamlssion, the "cutcut” approacﬁ,‘ets., xculd be defcrred

: pending rcceipt ol the oatcome ef Anderson's conversation with

Ibanez.



2:40 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.

After lunch we met in the office of Clarke Anderson.
Mr. Andersor was not there, since he was back seeing Ibanez,
but we were accompanied by Mr. Larson. Br, Larson hzd two
documents for us to read. The first was Silvia Duran’s signed
statement, zccompanied ty a translation, and the second was a
group of reports on the exit of Oswald from Mexico by

Transportes del Norte bus.

We also used the occasion to discuss with Larson the
best procedires for authentlcating the evidence gathered in
Mexico. 3Since the conditions.set up by Echevarria were not
amenable to our getting direct authentication from the Mexican
witnesses involved, we proposed that the FBI agents who had
heard the testimony or received the pertinent 1téms~of docu-
mentary or physical evidence from the Mexicans would them-
selves be asked to give testimony before a ;epresentative of
the Commission and, by reference to the source of their
materials, indirectly authenticate it. We explained in-some
detall how this would work and asked Larson to conduct his
prqcedures_so as'to make later authenticatlon as firm and as
easy as possible, and to convey this message to all other FBI

agedts in the area who were working on the assassination.'

"Coleman, especizlly, emphasized to Larson the desirability of
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accurately identifying documentary materizi, by number or
other code, and advised him to see that the number of hands
through which a document was passed was kept to a nminimum and_w_
that each document was kept in the custody of a reliable
person at all times, Larson gave the 1mpres$ion of readily
understanding a2ll this and he of course agréed.to our sugges-

tions.

3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m.

By pre-arrangement we met at 3:30 with Winston Scott.
¥ith him agcin was his assistant, Al:n White. The occasion for
this meeting~was to give us the oprortunity to go through all
the intercepts carefully and to use them as a basis for
reconstructing Oswald's activities insofar as they touched
upbn the Cuban and Soviet Embassies. This we did, and we then ‘
showed ¥hite and Scott the result of our hork, for their :
comment., They agreed in every respect with ong conclusions.

I will not go into great detaii here because these conclusions
will of course be incorporated in our narrative report on
Oswald's activities in Mexico, but in outline the conclusions
were as follows: '

On Friday, September 27:

Time

10:00 a.m. Flecha Rcja bus arrives in
Mexico City



Time

16: 37 a.m. Oswald telephoned the Russizn
Embassy, to get "visas to
Ocdessa."”

Scmetime later Oswald visits Cuban Consulate.

Scme time later Oswald visits Russian

still Consculste,

Some time later Oswald visits the Cuban

still, which : Consulate and during this visit

Includes the period Silvia Duran. calls the Russian

4:05 to 4:26 in the Consulate and soon thereafter

afternoon the Russian Consulate telephones
her back.

Saturday, September 23:
Tine

Mornihg ' Osvald visits the Russian
- ' Coissulate )

Some time includ- Oswald visits the Cuban

ing 11:51 a.n. Consulate and durinz this visit -
Silvia Duran phoned the Russian
Consulate,

Some time later Oswald probably again visited

the Russian Consulate

Tuesday, October 1:

Time
. 10:31 a.m, Oswald telephones the Russian
Embassy and is told to call '
_ the Russlan Consulate instead.
11:30 a.m. Oswald calls the Soviet

Consulate. He is hung up on.
We then discussed the Dorticos-Armas 1ntercep£s and
‘examined them in some detail. We asked Mr. Scott for his
| 45



opinion of them and he told us that alfter re-reading then

many times and lictening tc the tapes in the criginal he wasa
of the oplnlon that the President of Cuba was not referring

to the fact that money had been passed to Cswald at the Cuban
Embasay. He emphasized, however, that the telephone connection
was 2 very bad one -~ he sald the voices rose and fell
extremely, as will sometimes happen on a radioc connection on a
long distancé overseas call -- and he suggested that we‘have
the tapes re-translated by some Span!sh-speaking Cuban who 1s
familiar wilth the dlalect of Spanish current on that island,
including ssang and nuances. .He said the tapes were currently
with the CI4 in Washinztnn and that e ~Ald armanes far such
a re-translation when we returned. He emphasized, however,
that hls owr opinion was firmly as he Just stated it. Ee
suggested the re-translation only as a means of eliminating any
doubts which might be in our minds and as a doublecheck on his
own opinion whiéh after all, under the circumstances would be
in error. Willens asked Scott to aék Richard Helms to begin
the process of re-translating these tapes when he, Scott, saw
Helms in Washington during the CIA meeting scheduled for the
week of April 13. Scott said he would do this. | |

Ve then discussed what the Commission could eventually
publish to the American public out of all the material we had
| 46
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received in Mexico and in Washington from the CIA. All of us
realized that any declisions arrived at this afternoon could

be tentative bnly, since the final decision would have to be
made at the iigher echelons of both the CIA and the Commission.
Slawson put out the suggestion that the Commiss;on night

publish a narrative containing all the detail obtalnable from

| o W 1 - - o
Y H

Silvia an's statements and from the "open" investigations
carried on by F2I agents and Mexlican police agents throughout
Mexico, supplemented to some extent by the information obtained
through the CIA's wire-tapping activities and the CIA's
informants. This supplement, however, would not be in deta;l;
rather, for example, it wculd ﬁse phrases like "in the after-

' Also, no absulute quotes would

noon" in place of "4:05 p.m.'
be used. Only the subastance of conversations would be given.
The sources for this narrative would be stated to be Silvia
Duran's interrogation, the "open" investigations and "other
confidential sources consldered reliable by the Commission and
the federal intelligence agencies involved." Mr, Scott's reply
to this suggestion was that he thought 1t would be acceptablé
to the CIA. He said that although it involved a certain amount
of compromise of his security arrangements, the compromise was
acceptable when balanced against the importance of the occasion.
We asked whether he felt it wouid disclose to Russian and Cuban
47
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the CIA. 1iiis renly was that they probably assumed 1its
existence anyway. (I should be noted that the proposal put
Torward would disclose nothing as to the existence of any
bhotographic observations., Nor, I believe, would it disclose
anything that weuld permit enemy intelligence to discovér who

the CIA's informants are in Mexico or where they are located.)

We then dbrlefly discussed the statement of Silvia
Duran which we had read earlier in the day in the FBI offices.

Tne CIA had not yetl seen this statement.

L]

5‘ ?O po&i. tO 5:00 pam.

o

T=e three of us then returned to Clarke Ancderson’s
office. Anderson gave us a.report on his meeting with Ibgneze
He told us that Ibanez and he had discussed our making arrangc-
ments to see Silvia Duran. The outcome of the discussion was
that Ibanez himself was very agreeable but said that he would

have to clear it with his superlor, Echevarria.

6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.nm,

We returned to room 510 and on the way there were
handed a copy of the formal request to the Mexican Govérnment

.for 1ts complete report on the assassination. A copy 1is



attached to this memorandum. We were told by Mr. Montilor;
pclitlical officer for the embassy, that although an attempt
had been maue te deliver the ncte that afternoon it had falled
because all the responsible Mexican officials were out .
entertaining Queen Juliana. Another attempt would be made at
appfoximately 6:30 p.m. this same’day, and 1f that failed,
‘continuing attempts would be made on Saturday. (We were later

informed that the note had been delivered latse Saturday .morning.)

We took the copy of the note which had been handed to
us to Mr. Harry Bergold, Second Secretary in the embassy, and
askxed him to see that the COmﬁission be informed through charnels
in Washington of the contents of this note, vhen it was delivered
what the response was, when the response was received, and in
general a full documentation and report on the entire series of

trdhsébtions. He agreed that he wbuld see that this was done.

SATURDAY - APRIL 11

10:00 a.m, to 11:00 a.m.

Coleman, Willens and Slawson met in room 510 and
spent about an hour or slighfly more in reviewing what-we had

accomplished to date and what further work we ‘hoped to get done
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before returning to VWashington.

We agreed at this time that there was sufficient
work remaining so that Slawson and Willens should stay over
at least until Mbnday afternoon but that unless Ibanez
replied to the effect that an interview with Silvia Duran
could be arranged shortly, Mr. Coleman was free to return to

the United States c¢n Sunday.

12:00 Noon to 3:00 v.m.

After having decided among ourselves what further
work had to be done while we &ere in Mexico, we went to
Mr. Anderson's office where we met Mr. Anderson and Rolfe

Larson. The followlng polnts were covered, with the conclus-

-lons as stated:

We asked that the exactitime, rather than the

scheduled time, upon which Oswald's bus from Nuevo Laredo

. arrived in lMexico City on Friday, September 27 be ascertained.

We pointed out that this could be important in determining
whether Oswald immediately began his telephone calls and/or
his visits to the embassies or whether he first checkedAin at
his hotel. The FBI agreed to do this. |
We feminded Anderson and Larson that we had some
items of physical evidence which, although not of prime
50 .
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importance, might be helpful in thei:» further investigations,
and 1t was declded that Slawson and _arson would meet early

Monday morning to go through these.

We asked that the FBI determine the hours upon which
botn the Cuban and Russian Consulates were bpen to the public
during the dates when Oswald would have had excess to them.
Also, 1f possible, thé FBI should dev-ermine if it was common
_practice o stay open later than the normal hours or be open

on days such as Saturday when they wz2re not officially open.

Once again we asked.Anderson to review the Gutierrez
investigation, which he did. We asked if there were any reports
either being prepared or that had already been sent to
Washington on this matter which we had not yet received.. We
were told that there were not. The status of the Gutierrez
investigation 1s therefore that the surveillance of the Cuban
Embaséy will confinue indefinitely in an attempt to pilck up the
- automoblile which was identified by Gutierrez, all other lines of
investigation which any of us could think of seemed to have been

followed as far as they led, with so far only negative results,

For purposes of authenticating our Mexican evidence
| we told.Anderson that we would want a list of the names of all
.the-FBI agents who had obtalned evidence in Mexico and we |

. 0
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discussed briefly what would be the ;most convenient place to
have these agents nmest with a representative of the Commissioa
for the taking of their depozitions. Anderson replied that
either Washington or New Orleans would be fine from his point
of view, We reviewed with Anderson the procedurecs which we
hoped to follow in authenticating fhis evidehce through the
égents, as we had explalned 15 to larson on Friday, and
Anderson agreed that it would be a workable arrangement. In

this connection 1t came out that Oswald's tourist card appli-

~ cation, which was made from New Orleans, was not handled by

the FBI Mex'can office and therefore authenticating it would
be a probles to be handled elsevhere, We agreed that we would

pursue thls when we returned to Washingzton.

We requested an 1femized 1ist of the cost of the
items and services that Oswald probably purchased while in
Hexico and whille traveling to and from Mexico. It was agreed
that Slawson and Larson would ﬁeet londay to go through this
in detail. . |

N We then discussed the desirability of our obtainiﬁg
a more complete knowledge of the procedures of the Cuban
Embassy, especially as they relate to the practice in granting
- visas and the different kinds of travel permits which would be

52
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avallable to someone in Oswald's circumstances. Likewlse, we
were interested in learning what obstacles to travel between
Mexico and Cuba there might be that derived from the Mexican,
rather thén the Cuban, authorities. Anderson'agreed to give
us as full z report on this as he could, but‘the difficulties
are obvious. In general, he told us that, largely at the
instigation. of the United States government, the Mexican author-
itles are very strict about Americans traveling between Cuba
and Mexico. For example, their passports are stamped "Departed
for Cuba on___ ,1964" before the traveler gets on an airplane
bound for Cuba. Likewise, the Mexlc:n Immigration officials
will not vermit anvone, whether Mexjcan or American, to depart
for Cuba unless he has the proper Cuban travel permits. No
speclal Mexican travel permit is required for Americans at
least, but the Mexican officials indlirectly enforce Cuban law
by insisting upon complete Cuban documentation. (It should be
pointed out tnaﬁ this is unusual., Normally, border officlals
are concerned only with persons entering their country or with
thelr own nationals who might be leaving.) W4e pointed out to
Anderson that thg reason for our concern that we get this
information was that we needed it to test the plausibility,
and thereby the reliability, of the otheﬁ-evidence we had on
what Oswald was doing and trying to do at the Cuban and Soviet
Embassies, i.e., we wanted to see whether his activities.made.
53
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sense in the light ol the normal Cuban and Mexican procedures.

We then briefly discussed the "two suitcase preblem.”
We related how we had evidence that when Oswald left New Orleans
for Mexico h2 was carrying two suitcases but that all our
evidence relating to his travels in ilexico pcinted to the fact
that he had with him only a single suitcase, a small blue
zipper bag. Marina's testimony and the testimony of Mrs. Ruth
Paine both tended to confirm the one-suitcase evidence.. We
said that we did not want the FBI to undertale any kind of
search immedlately, because we had not yet had an opportunity

to re-interrogate our witnesses in New Orleans who had testi-
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re-interrog.tion confirmed their testimony in this respect,
we wondered what kind of searches in or around Laredo, Texas
or Nuevo Laredo, Mexico for such a missing sultcase mighf be
practical. Anderson and Larson both felt that the FBI was
fully capable of searching Laredo and Nuevo laredo for a
missing sultcase, neither town being so big as to make such a

search unreasonabiy difficult.

¥e told Anderson that we had not yet come to 'a firm
decision as to whether we would want to brinz Albert Osborne
to ¥Washington or elsewhere in the United States to testify
before the Ccmmlssion or a representative of the Commission,
o) .
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even on a veluntary basis, Czrtainly if he were going to
regist testifyins and we had to subpoona him, we wanted to
think further about 1t. In the meantlme we wondered what the
IBI in Kexlco could do as tc keepins track of Osborne so that
ve could obtain him con reasonably short notice if we desired to
do so in the future. Alfer some discussion ér the alternatives
open in Hexico, where Osborne Qas at last report, for keeping
tabs” on an indlvicdual, Arnderscn repvlied that he would 2sk the
Mexican police to put Osborne on 2 "two week reporting basis.,”
-He felt sure the Mexlcans would comply. This means that
Osborne, belng a2 person under suspicion and being an alien, is
told that hc must come into a certain police station and reﬁort
on a regular basis, Two weeks is a commnon interval for this
sort of thing, but 1s sometimes even done on a daily basis.

A dally reporting schedule is extrexmely burdenscine, however,
especially for soméone vho cannot afford to travel by auto-
moblle, as we belleve 1s the case with Osborne, and especially
when that pefson i1s living far from the police station to which
he has to report. If necessary, said Anderson, the Mexican
police at our request will order Csborne deported and give us
advance warning of when and where he will be pushed across the
border, We could then arrange to have someone walting for him
-north of the Rlo Grande with a subpoena. Anderson of course
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understcod that nothing like this shculd be requested of the

Mexicans withcocut first getting our approval.

We then requested that the FBI prepare a large,
ciear map of Mexlco City and mark on it each of the places
which have scme bearing on Lee Harvey Oswald's actions in the
city. Thils map wouid then be authenticated and described by
one of the FBI agents, probably Larscn, at the "authentication
meeting” we contemplated holding in lew Orleans or Washington.
In additlon, in the meantime, we would like such a map
prepared informally for our own use. Anderson agreed to do
this and sald that Larson would deliver the informal map to us
on Monday.

We inquired whether the FBI in Mexico City had been
asked to undertake any investigations of Jack Ruby or persons
or incidents related to him. Anderscn sald that they had not

been asked to do SO except that they were asked to report any-

“thing they knew or could find out on Ruby himself. All they had

been able to dig up was one o0ld friend of Ruby's in Guadalajara,
who dld not have much to say. They had made passenger and
immigration checks on travel to and from Cuba for the past few

years insofar as such information was still available, but did -

not f£ind Ruby's name listed.
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wWe ashed Anderson if he had a copy of the "dossier"
on Oswald mentioned in the Ambessador Mann file. He replied
that he did not have cne but assumed that it could be found
someplace, since iU of course exizted at the time, and said

that he would forward a ccpy to us.

We then discussed the Alvarado situation and pointéd
cut that we had never recceived a final report on him.
Anderson replied that his agency had not taken the primary
-responslibility here but that the CIA had handled this investi-
gation. We agreed that we would bring this up with inston

Scott,.

Winston Scott had previously mentioned to us that bhe
thought that Anderson had heard some vague rumors from
expatriate American coxzmlunists in Mexico that hight bear on
the assassination and suggested we ask Andéréon about them,
Scott had saild that Anderzon had spoken with him about this
information many weeks before, to inquire whether the CIA could
shed any light on it. Accordingly, we brought thé subject up
with Anderson. Anderson replied that an American expatriate’
communist_named Elizabeth Mora, known in ieft wing ciréles in
Mexico as‘"Betty Mora,“‘had made some rather vague assertions

- about Oswald which, through informants, Anderson's office was

57
op—S—p-trr T



o vy ey~ o~ o e e

trying to follow up. For the last month or two, however,

Betty Mora had been extremely sick and so this whole line of
investigation was temporarily stymlea. For several years
Betty Mora has not been in good health, and in Anderson's
opinion she is not a reliable person anywz7, 80 he did not feel
thét her assertions would ever amount to mach. He promised us
a report on them, however, notwithstanding hié feeling that

they vere not to be accorded a great deal of weight.

Finally, we posed the question to AndersonAwhether
he knew of anything further, important or unimportant, which
we &z repregentatives of the éresident's Commission ought-tb
be told, After so:e thinking and after asking Larson vhether
he haa anything along these lines and receiving 2 negative
response, Anderson replied that he believed he had given us

everything he knew.

We then briefly dropped into the CIA's office again
and saw Scott and White. We were téld by White that the
examination of the reels of photographs pertaining to the time
periods covering Gutierfez' visits to the Cuban Embassy had
been examined and that the results were negative. No auto-
moblles appeared in the.photOgraphs and no persons were ghown
" who answered the descriptions given by Gutierrez or.who might

have been Gutlerrez himself. (I will note here that we did
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not ask the CIA to have these photographs displayed directly

to Gutierrez. This would of ccurse have been the easiest way
of deternining whether the person he identified as the Cuban
who passed the money to Oswald was shown in one of the photo-.
graphs, but this would also have involﬁed such a serious breach
of CIA security arrangements that we did not believe that‘it

was Justifi-d.)

We then asked Scott and ¥White the same questién we
had asked Anderson about there being any further information
we should be given. His answer, concurred in by White, was to

the same efiect as Anderscn's.
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Pmics (which iveludes lixico City) were evsnined ond we ngreed that
cnz of the lsige, clcor oncs L'-’Jilldlbi:st serve 8s the ofﬁcial exhibit
for ghowing the locsticon of various plecos watsh Lee Iervey Cowald
Frouebly vicited vhile ke was in Hexico Citre lov. Ierson said thad
ke wovld have this pop erpropsiastely moried grd forwvarded to the
Corxicsion in the near future. For my porscnal use in the tire while

ue large fortal rop wes being rrepared, . Larcon delivered to me
a sraller rmop vihich hizd these come loceticow marked on it.

¥e then vent through emch of the items of physical evidence

shich _;'"ha'.‘z taken along 49 Ioxico City. For a description of these
1‘6(?:'.9, refercree i here mmde to the "imorandum for ficcord® dated
0 I,:v.mh 156% from Yo Dovid Clowson, subjeoct: “Itess of Faysical
Z»;ild:ncc ¥hich Moy Relate to Ozwald's licxican Txip,” @ copy of which

i
133 been abtected to thiz rororandine,

P

- Gke three of we areed t‘hat noﬁhir.g of sisnificence could
te discovered by further work in cormection with silver idemtification
brocelet im:ﬁbefi “terina.” lr. Iarson and Kr. Cloerke Anderscn had
Irevlously pointed out thst more then 300 silver shops 4n llexico

City h=d been cuestioned es to this brroeclet on the basis of n

photosroph of it end, despite the fact that same minor merkings
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cerdoivly artin b2 nagative. We elso felt thet even iF the chep

ghold ve dseovorad whicl 5014 this bracelet to Lo Huvey Ccwald,
zrobzily &1l fhio ovmer eonld tell us would be thad 'z‘es_, iie prouebly
s531d the brac2lst fo sé:eone.

¥r. Iorcon noted dowm all the woris on the beek flyleat
cf the Spanich-Dazlish dicticnary and e alzo noted the rartings
on peges 5, 118 end 210 most to vericus Spenish words. None of us
could goe any particular help at this time which would come from
tiese vritings and roridnos, bub 'r.';s felt that Mr. Iarson at least
oucat to kove thew wilth him.

Tae Howican relisious medel was zelt to be 60 coomson as
to be probably wmiraceable and, in additicr, from 1ts eze we guessed
that it may not have been pirchesed in Septozber 1953 In Mexico City
Tt éould perhaps have teenr Irmerted into the Unlted Stetes and
obtzined by Cowald some tire puch earlier, presumbly in Dallas or
Tew Orlosns. |

¥re Iarcoa noted down 21l the wording on page 47 of Ocwnld's
address bodk. Iie oaid that he would cheek each of the teleghone -
mmbers and addreres to see if they xefexred to the exbdassies and

sirlizes to vhlch thoy cem to refer and, 17 they did mot, he vould

find out vhose telephone muters or addrecses they vere. In additionm,
be promised (o do gil he could to £ind out vhether lee Harvey Cswald

hed ci'er soownt up &t the Cubono Alrlines as the address book indicates,

ol



T - . - - Ay /Sl - - -
but thils of oourze will present gows C1L92-ultics a2l @y nob be

¥
i

lztely clockatle.  IXaent £03 the mallers Just montdoped,
w2 could pee o fwiher help from he piytleal exthibits in the
I then wontionad 5 Ilr. Iercos ond the ciucr gzent thot
Ioxiun Comrmld had testifiod $o the Corxicosion thet Ige Eorvoy Cowald
t0ld her, afler he relwrned fyrom Hedeo, thint vhile thore he hed
visited the Cuban anrd Rucsian Debozoics o 20 ell hie could to gzt
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alrcedy been checkeod out insofor es possitle with the result bc.ing
that no ene there rezombers Coweld viciting the grena on tt.e Suwdny
in qucstion tut else that ro cne there 15 ot 21l coertain that ke did
pot vizit the erena. Furthermore, therc e @ section in the grens
et mcide 1’cr" peroons who are not forwally dresssd arxd thersfore
Cswald could have got a ocat cevenr tuoush Le did rot corry @ coat
eund neciitle with hime It woo mentioned in this conmeetion that the
Jal glai gemes in Hexico Clty ere cirletly reserved for persons v‘-.xo‘
ere preoerly atiired and that no man £an ezter without g necktie.

Tals pluvs tke fzot tkat the tickzet toker af the gate, who is a
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rracticed prefessicnal inforzer for the 'cul.ir-c ia Ix=itdco Clity, cays
wpiatlcally that Csweld did rot eppoer there, lerd us to conclude

~thot Cmld pmever weut to the Jai alal gooes éecsnite the rototicon in
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