s-Unotad PRUSIDENT 'S COMELSSLOM

SEASSIIVIETGH 00 PHRESIDS

The Progident's Commlssion w2t BUESUAnT ©O0 novase, v

~

1:30 o'clock p.m., in thc llcaring Loow, dwouth Wiocw, 200 brieylond

- - -~ - - 78, S Tyys .'.-7' . ey ey qacmany
Aveonue, Hortheast, Yashington, DL C., DhIGH Judvacce ol Woeveon,

presiding.
PRESIENT ¢

Chief Justice Darl Warren, Chalyian
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Representatvive Gerald
Allen V., Dumlilco, Mewbor

John J. McCloy, Mlember

J. Lee Ranlin, General Counsel
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PROCEEDENCS
fowhers present of thic poiac: WAC Chaimican, Reoresentivive
ievd, and 3. TeClow. )

“he Chaivman. ‘Phe Commizslen will BT I 0TACH .,

cn., Ford, Hr. Posuptico . ond wouhorns of Yhg Commineion,
oy comnmontd v this H0ANt ConNcCTn & NUINCE GF nlud seovian ot
nave rocently appcoarcd in the peons ©b Lcougiiolls Phe couniyy. 1
don ' Imen HhALTC Thoss uritcrs Bave obuainilh Tholy L orin v ..
T don't know what their velowis 2n@¢ BATId O,

chcvgr, th2 articic in coicnee nonloorn
of o doy oF so ago A wathow vypical.,

T pays, in offfect. and I quote -- “Comaispion nembers hove
come ©o ohe conclusion that Presidont noassassinoilon
pas the act of a ionc in@izidunl. Where 4D ne evldzince that
he wan working in any woy as an agent of o forelign NOWC“n”ﬁnu."

e, I would 1lile ©o wake at lcast cne poiut.
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b VN
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Any 56

o

CHiCY

have come

“o this ovr vhat conclusion is obviously Taluc, becausc TIC
Commisoion hat not discusccd these wavoers 2l a Commisolar ©
my imoulclge. I don't Like being quoted wien I heve oy made
any finmal judguentv.

And the Commisscion 2s a whole, as iar Qu I o, nas pado

judgment.

o

the gtafil of

che Commisgion,

©0o ceviain conclusicins cuch Q5

S -

'ndLVthal Ly oY

CRLS .

Hwie

collceilvely

vey, the
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Stoff, individually or collecetively, hove no right ©o wale
such implications to the press, ncr bag any Federol agency, nor
hos eny individual nemier of the Commioslon.

I vegrevfully cay that 40 Theuse novis Geowich werslist,

% possibly have no othoraiternatlve thap wae CLLLIGM tien to cupreso

co the oveoss some o oll of the vicwul thie L aayve Gotued hecie.
The Choloman. Uell, Congeessuan, way L oay, 5o far as & oan

concerncd, I shawre youw feclings exactly. L oacrsonally cannou

P

accounv for aay of these sgorics. I have talled o no on

from the Christlan Scicnce Foniibor or o anybedy fvom any of

Mmd I bave wreged M. Rankln; ané I ca surc he hao urged

ho sctalf, not o dioseuss thicm clither.
J

[N

T am inclined ©e think that much of this comges rrom thin

aiir and f£rowm ocpeculation.

T have no tmowledge of anybody taliing vo anybody.

I, myseli, have had no conicrence With any ncuSpaperian on
any of these subjects -- although L have scen them in the press.

I don't knev hew, howevesr, we can let them palt us intco
malcing some statements that would deny it. That is my only probler
Ue don't get any placc by dnying that cerioin things are the
facts. If I knew that anybody from the Comnission or the s taif

hos beerdiscussing these things with the press, I stould feel very

madly about 1¢. But I den't haveany belief that they have.

Rep. Ford. 1 O i acticles, M. Chief Justice,
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Secacnec

chat enpuarcs in nov only the Chriction

cho Woe Voolo Jhincs and oamuleitudc of othor acussalon thiouginoue

the country. And wost of thew, 10 aot oll, £Tort cuw o0 ¢ ol din
awiciete o Commngoic scourc, of 4

ouhe

coursce clood
A poclcoman O Comiiisnion.

I~
a ccuple of days 850,
Nop. Ford. Mow, Fow imallcating no wac. And ¥ odepicrad,
) T Y1 1o ! o1t D N N ouhr S IRTE L) Yoty oy o e EETOIR
Lo an Lo2ul gure you o, e QrvLCclen, L Cenlode et iy
5 $
=< = Foasons -~ o Qv loastT ont waJor onc.
A
Of antielen, Gher oo cwonting an atiicuplions
erClTe o pretetorininid

Dy theoe kinds
‘ T ogliinlo, oM

iz plansing

--3J

soncrihere

o

roon. )
In my Jjudgment, somchedy
I night,

Rep. Ford.
stories. £Lnd I must ge waclk, it
10 of the Commlsgslon

chal;

ing thed
cr that I thinlk you rcceived on Iy
Hatoenbach wrotv

ant

carly in Peccmwber where, as I recall, M
asted, anong other things, oac, il the Commigsion weuld relcuse
a statement ©o chat there was no foreign involvenent,
chere vas no consplracy, or the alterpnative that vue ag a
Commlosion would authorize the Depariment of Justice to make such
judgaent In denying both

o rclease.
lon uscd good

I thinik the Cowmiss
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TeOUOSTo .

Eut L happnen vo lmovw chav oubscaucnt o thay meguing, whewre
ve wade the deeisicn that 1 thinit vas »izhi. woth the Associated
Press and the Unived Peeso, on the soue doy, with the Lane dgove-
line, hed svories that in offect ava the pawp gtosiesn that ro

Wew, 4 Dave choechod o LRutio LT wath somoe o Wy acwuspaper

Do} . r— Y B w.e e e % nen Colary e oy em = DO R ey e T Y 2y . e e
frionds , md they teoxldl wo thot uny vime LP and UP nove a siovy

withh che goame davoline. vhore ip ne doubny cihot 3% was o lealted

story hy & govesanient oriicigl, or bhy oanybedy cloe tind vian
involved.

And ever sluce that time, &nd in o grcering Intenslty, and
in gwoilag voluwine ned,ohere i ¢his wind ol nceuspap '.propaﬁanda
vith che soane Inteat in wdod,

L have some peroonll conclusions ., but I connot prove thon.,

50 X don't want vo wdlie any allegotions.

Ag T sald in my prepared statament, I vant no nenspaperman
now poilc Individual o Federal agency implying that I have imade
a decloion or vhat the Commisslon has wade a dccision when the
facts are 1 have come Uo no specific conclusion vet, and as far
as I know The Cowmigcion Ltoclf nas come o no such concluslon.

The Chaivman. Trot 1s »ight

I saw o o three days ago a short awticle -- 1

cr

PDig one ~- vhich sald thatv the Commisslon was #0lit on thequestion

vasn'v a very



of vhether Ozswald woc the sole pennotroter of this cwime
O N0T.
Did the root o) you oo chad:

L -

o, Dulles. T oo an axneicle to vhat cln'ccv.

Voo .
ey said that the Commissiciuon oplit on the guestion ol

ac vics the leone perpeirator of 1Lt 0 10T,

. W ¢ Chalrman. Really, ¥ cunnot wolld you, L Gon't weeall
NN
< A
~ 2 Rep. ford, T didu't sce iv.
= X
b N
The Choiwmsan. Dut L% wes in VLo lceol pueos hive., LU Voo

cither in the Yashingion Post or the tashingion Star.

r.,.

T, Redllch. Also, in the Mow Vorin Thwces, X tellove,

The Chairman. U have o idca where that cculd popsinly hove
come Jrom,

Rop. Ford. I don't, cither,

ell, Thesc arc dlsturbing to wme. And T am sure, from Wit
you sald, and from wllat I know you nave s2id beiore, they are
dlsturbing ©o you.

The Chalrman. They ceriainly arve.

cp. Ford. But if they are poing ©o incrcase in tempo and
in number, at lecast untll ve make a decislion, they are inaccuraice.

The Chalvman. No gucstlon about iv

Rep, TFord. X think the Commisslonaught to at Lcast think

abecutat this polnt at lcage malcing a statenens to the effect that,

TR



onc, no decision has been rade.

" - . e - - -
The Cradimmwan. “het Lis ©ight.
Rep. Ford. And porhoans that iu onouds. A% lcoust that would

nullify the guts of what aeont of theld scosios include. TP vould
undercut the speculation which 1 raflptinv ot this noint.,

"

o the siatoincnt, though, tThat we ar2adlle Cii 1.
i ™A P DA I S aeny e e gy, Y mL L p) peeen ey e e * 7 PR TR UK, (S
Rep. Tord. This is o mabier of judguont. LUt L othinkz At A

somethdng that ousht vo e --

The Chalomwan, 1 don't lncy.
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Rep. Food. Thot 45 why L brought v ub.
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T3 it is goced vo bwlng those things up.
Ve cupht to disculs then.

Jack, uhat do you have to gay about this?

Mo, MeCiloy. T am absbluﬁcly astounded ot thic spate of
arclclces, and where they come fron. They @ust come Drom Jome
place very close to this Commission.

M. Dulles. The long onc in the Times in zartilcular.

Mo, feCloy. Yeo v " ppokesman o vhe Commisolion.” 1t
coys as much as Phat. And then in reuspecv of The trend of the
testimony that we have had, they probably are 50 or 85 percent
accurdte.

I don'v tnow hov mony times I have been stopped in Hew York

and peonic saying, I sce, Jack, what your Commiscion is going

4o cecie out wigh. The report has alrceady been wrltten for you,

[

The Croirmon. 1 om just wondering it that vould glve jureher
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e
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Tae  vieenen 3. N mYrre ot " capy I- - 0
it v in mewouock and Yorld

Vidig
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U.S. dicus and Yordld Lepecss, and cinlo

I ¢thinkr the thing has goiicn o o

the Commisoilon shonld oy e

thing yet,
the Commission have glircady been
we do hopo vo have 4 wepcii vithhin o

%&
.\\ - - -
<{.7R‘ of time in which cur concluslons will
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acy nercely in the 2rcceis of formulaticin.
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The Chairvman. 1 deon't soe any objccvieon

Tord. I oniy wrought v up bocause

ave bothex me, vecausc they arc, in ei'fect,

We may or may not uay.

The Chalrran.

¥als
bt e
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The only thing I can
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the artlclces that you have menticned that

fougpepers months ago. But L can see what as
and 1t leoko
golng ©o file a report, that these Things
to gpeculatve about Them iicre and more Q4o
comesout.
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Tnowelion!
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, they are

vlne goces
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nave comne ©o no conclusions o Uhi

TIIeSC L GOoNies

preendt in

...:_,

what

¢ anything in

in tho

as though we are getiting €o the point where ue 2re

starting

1ings .

on untvil it

time pets shorte:
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Thore won A oime chore vhen we net hore and ool tostimeny
amdi there was absolutvely nothing in the proes. Dut nor they

Ao Mo that ve avge potting down ©o the time viien wo must MAKe

o

a wenort, and T osugpose woybe some clby cdliow says, THelld
whot you can on dhin thing, " and thoy suart spoeulating cn 1.
ey do those vhings.
ind that In e heve somcthing ©o do with v, I den'v o,
.
Rep. Word. Tut you sce the fweubic acy, v, Chicl dusoice,
\l' i . - - "
~ i oas we et dovn to the wire, they, by thedr cun intitla Tive
R
"jk or othervise,ane pucting the imnrisaiur of the Commisoion, when
[+}]
9 . e e} e oo e e
& Thiey sy a scurce cicoe to the Comminsion, or & Lpolicondn » o2,

3

cyr somethlng elsc.

Nep. For, Three months ago it was puwre spoculavlon. Dut
nevi they arc adding an uncff. al staup o what they ase writing.

The Chairman. Yo,

Rep. Ford. I brought it up because I feel vory sirongly
about it, and I thialz vhatever the Comulssleon declides, X wlill fo
along with.

— ’

But when we sce this proctically every day ncw, and in
responsible and hipghly cegarded nevspaners, I think 1t has gotien

to a wiat where something cught ©o be denc.

M, MeCloy. I apvec :that scmething should be done., T thialk
N

o
)

ve ocusht ©e puta sitatemenc ou

The Chalrvwan, Yell, Joclk has sugpested someching. Suppose we
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The Chairmen, Yes, I do, ©oo.

vofensor, do you have that?

e, EeCloy. Include the note

Lot}
O
£
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SORe CCUCANICNY .«

on, I osald.

T

The Chaioman. YCS «- NCATILE | compiet,

Mr, MeCloy. Uatdl you compleiic ghe testlmony you canaov have

The Choleman, That is »ight.
Rep. Tord. Thank you very mucih.
The Choivian. ALl ripght. We will sece id ¢this won't stop 1,

1 hone cSo.

e, McCloy. I do fecl in times past the Departwent of Justle

hoo puv cut somc waserlal that they have -- There has veon somethi;




that hag woved ’ou".; Peom Ghore. Sut LAt e That v nos
poen Gone recenviys
The Chaircman. Weil, if you will wemember, av The beginoing
vie had very gecat cohcorir ancuy ohe thilngs coml
boiove they came ¢o Ul cven in this conuscticn. But for o long
gime, we saw nope ol that. 1 can't acecunt ror theuse oshew
Things

Very vell.

1 P s 4 R B 2 everyeem Y - -l
At statenent Wil be ilsnusa drmedioccl

%

1ot whe coneli u1~n
0-;’ 4= CLG v B on
A (V34 [®] l.l .. 1d o

Gentleomen, is thove anyohing Mether berore ve heaw theid
All wight, ¥, Swecier, you may call sour vilinesses 1in,
cand we will gucar then in cacogroup, afver you nave sated the

Cpuppoese. of the uceting.

(heroupon, at 2:10 p.m., the Co mission recesscd, O




