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MEMORANDUM

TO: G. Robert Blakey
FROM:  William K. Triplett
DATE: May 12, 1978

SUBJ:  Hemming Deposition

On March 21, 1978, Gerald Patrick Hemming was deposed in Miami,
Florida. ‘

Attached is a summary of that deposition.

The full transcript
may be located in JFK Document Number 6790.
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DEPOSITION OF GERALD PATRICK HEMMING
Miami, Florida - March 21, 1978

DPOB - 3/1/37 at Les Angeles, California (p 4)

?e rece;ved training in the Marine Corps -- primarily in air control
pp 5-8

He took free flights to other bases (including Atsugi four times), but
never saw Oswald (pp 9-10)

Upon leaving the Marines, he became involved in obtaining weapons for
the Cuban rebels (pp 10-12)

Before his separation from the service, Naval Intelligence became aware

?f h;g ?ggivities in weapons supplying, and attempted to recruit him
pp 13-

While s;i]] in the Marines, he spent more than one weekend in Cuba --
contacting 26th of July people (pp 19-21)

As a teenager, he developed an interest in "irregular", guerrila warfare
(pp 21-23)

He went to Quba in February, 1959, and was approached by William Morgan
and Col. Kail, to determine which way Camillio Cienfuegos would go. (pp 24-26)

Camillio Cienfuegos was Chief of the Army, and Hemming was a Major (pp 27-28)

During 1959, Hemming was a parachute instructor in the Cuban Air Force
(pp 30-33)

Hemming went to Cuba intending to watch a communist government develop.
He, secretly, was never in favor of the Castro government (pp 42-45)

He met Frank Fiorini (Sturgis), but did not trust him (pp 45-46)

Upon leaving Cuba in September, 1960, he stayed in Mexico City for
two weeks and had contact with Sylvia Duran (pp 49-50, 62-63)

Upon returning to Miami, Hemming was aware of Sturgis, but thought it
best to avoid him and not work with him (pp 56-59)

He was aware of Howard Hunt, but never worked with him (pp 59-60)
Hemming believes Sturgis was working for Military Intelligence (pp 61-62)

Upon leaving Cuba and Castro, Hemming had a meeting with Harry Bridges

(Head of Longshore Workers Union) and described the disaffection with
Castro (pp 65-67)

Hemming had nothing to do with the Bay of Pigs invasion (p 71)
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 2

Hemming met Dick Watley and suspected him to be a penetrator on behalf
of Military Intelligence (p 80) He was “Sturgis' right hand man"(p 81)

In 1962 he applied to be employed by the CIA, but was turned down (pp 86-87)

They acquired a yacht through Sam Benton and set up a camp at No Name Key (p 87)

Hemming, Howard Davis, Watley, et al, sought out influential people in
an effort to "lobby" for their anti-Castro cause (pp 88-90)

He met Rich Lauchli in early 1963 and acquired weapons through him (pp 91-92)

In late 1962 they were "running a training syllabus" at No Name Key
(pp 93-98) Americans present were: Hemming, Howard Davis, Dick Watley,
James Lewis, Ronald Ponce de Leon, Joe Gorman, Bill Seymour, Lawrence
Dennis Harbor, Tom Duncan, Steve Wilson, and Justin Wilson (p 94)
fﬁE&QFEH'been associated with Felipe Vidal Santiago, who was on "a

loose retainer" with both CIA and ONI (95) They were arrested by
Cesar Diosdado (p 98)

After that arrest, he returned to Los Angeles, and a female reporter
who "was working for somebody" referred Loran Hall to him. That
circumstance "blew his cover right off the bat" (pp 99-101)

Hemming introduced Hall to other informants (pp 101-102)
Hemming pawned his rifle to Dick Hathcock (pp 102-104)

On the trip back to Miami, Hemming met Robert Morris, who introduced him
to Lester Logue (pp 104-107) He warned Logue that Hall might be
"working for somebody". (p 106)

They proceeded on to New Orleans, where Hemming met with Frank Bartes,
Luis Rabel, and Larry Laborde -- leaving Hall in the car (pp 108-110)

Upon arriving in Florida, Hall attempted to restablish contact with
Santo Trafficante (pp 115-116)

Hemming introduced Bayo to John Martino, and arrainged for financing

from a Haitian group. Once the money was secured, Sturgis showed up
"from nowhere" (pp 118-122)

Loran Hall was asked because he had taken sides with Enrique Molina
Rivera, who was not trusted by the others (p 122)

Though he attempted to insert himself, Sturgis was excluded from
participation in the Bayo-Pawley Raid (p 126)
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 3

Martino told Hemming that the real purpose of the Bayo-Pawley Raid was
to kill Castro (pp 128-129)

The Operation 40 group was the intended new government for Cuba --
they were sponsored by Carlos Marcello and Leander Perez (pp 130-131)

Their Miami organized crime contacts were Mike McLaney and Norman
Rothman. Howard Davis introduced them (p 132-133)

Sam Benton wanted Hemming's group to take over a Cuban vessel on the
St. Lawrence Seaway, but they declined to become pirates (p 135)

In May or June of 1962, at Luis Rabel's house, Hemming met Rabel,
Frank Bartes, Larry Laborde, Guy Banister, Demorenschield and there
was an attache case filled in $100 bills. The purpose was to pay

for assassinating Fidel Castro. Hemning declined because he thought
Raul Castro would be even worse (pp 136-141)

After leaving, he only returned to Cuba once - in 1961 (p 142)

He once heard a suggestion that Kennedy should be assassinated, with
Lester Logue's group in Dallas, and the same group came to Miami and
made a similar offer to Tony Questa and Alpha 66 (pp 142-144)

Hemming made an inspection trip in a plane outside of New Orleans in

order to find a site for a training camp. He observed David Ferrie
(pp 147-150)

The New Orleans plan became public knowledge, so he decided to not have
any training there. The airplane was owned by Wm. Reilly (Coffee Company),

was flown by a Civil Air Patrol pilot, and was obtained by Larry Laborde
from David Ferrie (pp 151-154)

He was upset about the disappearance of Alex Rorke, and Attorney Ellis

Rubin (Sturgis's current lawyer) contacted him to do something about
it. (pp 157-159)

On the day that JFK was to land in Miami, he was asked to be at the

airport, armed, to help with problems. He advised he would be there
unarmed (pp 164-166)

He was at home in Miami when the assassination occurred (pp 166-167)

He phoned Logue and other people in Dallas, warning them to stay away
from Loran Hall, since he "“had his gun" (pp 167-169)

The Marita Lorenz story is false (pp 170-171)
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 4

Hemming was upset, on 11/22/63 that so many people were on their way
to Dallas to raise money from his sources (pp 171-176)

Hemming had the "impression" that Sturgis was in Dallas the week of
the assassination (p 177)

Although Hemming was never associated with a church, he did have a

meeting with Laborde in one in 1962,; "they would never bug a church
(pp 179-181)

Right after Castro took over in Cuba, Hemming was in the Cuban consulate
in Monterey Park, California, and Oswald arrived. Oswald seemed to

know a lot about Hemming's background, and Hemming was suspicious (pp 188-189)
(pp 181-190)

On another occasion he met Oswald, after his group had been arrested at
No Name Key in December, 1962. Oswald had been trying to infiltrate
Hemming's group at the motel where they were being detained (pp 190-193)

"Last year", while in Los Angeles, Lawrence Howard reminded Hemming of
the incident with Oswald at the Motel after the arrest. Hargraves and
Ashman also saw Oswald {pp196-198)

Hemming met Jack Ruby, in September or October, 1959, at William Morgan's
house in Cuba. Ruby had sold inferior jeeps to the Cuban Air Force, and
Hemming had a few choice words about them. They were filmed by Clete
Roberts of Channel 13 in Los Angeles. (pp198-204)

In late Summer of .1963, Hemming first met Bernardo de Torres in a
Military Intelligence office -- thought he worked there (pp 207-208)

He first met Marita Lorenz at Perez Jiminez home in 1962 (pp 208-210)
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H
1 i
For tha record, what is ycur full noneo. i
I
2 |
The 7itness. My name is ferald Tatrick Hemning, i
}
3
Ne-g-m-m-i-n-g.
4
Mr, Triplett. All right.
= s
- .o
o~ Now, vou are here for the purnoze of cviving o
a
“w ¢ . . -
- statement hefore the committee; i5 that correct?
-
s 7
L] . . .
-~ The Witnesn., That is corrzcot. '
- 1
[}
s 8 ) ) !
s Hr. Triplett. You are here of your own velition i
1
SE . |
= voluntarily? ‘
]
-~ 19 . . !
= ! The Witness. That is true. !
<€ {
= i Mr. Trislett. Likewise, veou huave rnot reosived any i
= L l
- iz Y \ i
 subpena Lo male this statemzn®, "avae —eu? '
o |
- ]
ii The "itness. Mo subpena has becn rrorived. :
i
i
I

RCFORTERS BUTLDTMG,

i

i

i - p) i

: i

15 i

; Jou are aware that you have Lhe vichi o have :

o ‘

& }

I ~ounsel, an attorney, present, if veu so dosirae? :

-

ol

The Witness. I am aware of th:

Mr. Triplett. Tor the recerd agaoin, Lthere is no

attorney present, and that is of your own

na T STREET,

The Witness. That is my owrn cholcoe

—
g¢]

L i ol
ffﬁf dow, T am going to give vou a2 cony of the commitiow
& ,_“7 _m

~ . |
y Tules anéd NMouse resolutions 222, 423 and 560 (harnding :
23 | '.
.l . , ., :
. Jocument to the witness.) ;
Ol .
E The top panphlet is the committee rules.
qc
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REVORTERS BUTEDING, VASHINGION, D, C. 20024 (202) S54-23u§

S

O

Would you please take a moment and read rule

number 47

Mr. Triplett. All right.

The Witness. I do.

Mr. Triplett. Very good.

Now, the entire record of this deposition will
be transcribed, and you will be sent the original
copy and asked to sign and verify thzt copy.

Now, at that point, you should return the signed

and verificed copy to me, and we will provide you with

your own personal copy of the transcript.
‘ e e N e —— o T

si o make changes for any reasons
If vou desire t ¥ any changes fo Y reasons

in the transcript, vou should get in touch with me,

|l and we will make the necessary arrangemcnts to have

I

\ .

lyou make the alterations, again hefore a federal
|

imagistrate.
% All right, Mr. Hemming.
i

Also, for the record, I have hcre a copy of our

e

file number document 006328, which is letter to the

chief counsel and staff director c¢f the

on Assassinations from the acting legislative counsel

;.. (EET 9¥) VOSH :uoT3IDITTOD MIrf ‘4Adod aduaxagoy K A
e

The Witness. (After examining document) All rig

(V3]

You have read rule number 43 Do you understand it?

Select Committec

;of the Central Intelligance Agency. 868012
i

! I now provide vou at this time with a copy of that
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letter (handing document to the witness.)

The Witness. (After examining document) All
Mr. Triplett. Have you read the letter?

The Witness. Yes.

Mr. Triplett. You understand its meaning?
The Witness. VYes.

Mr. Triplett. All right.

T nave a few background questions.

What was your date and place of birth?

The Witness. I was born in Los Angeles,

California, March 1lst, 1937.

Mr. Triplett. What schooling did you have and at

what schools?

right.

The Witness. Elementary school at Monterey Park,

California, St. Stevens, to the sixth grade; sixth
to the eighth grade, St. Anthony's in San Gabriel,

California; ninth grade at San CGabriel Mission

at El1 Monte Union Iligh School.

Shortly therecafter, I left the tenth grade and

High School in San Gabriel, California; tenth grade

Mr. Triplett. What rank &id you achieve when you

were in the Marine Corps?

c

The Witness. Top rank was sergeant.

Mr. Triplett. What types of training did you

HEAS '}_I»_j_"-__-.;‘-.- °3 Lot ‘
N Y -
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joined the United States Marine Corps in 2April 19, 1954
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¥,
\k

1 receive?
2 The Witness. Primary training was boot camp from !
3§ April until approximately July, 1954,

Mr. Triplett. After that?

F s

5 The Witness. Then I was sent to =-- after a short

O

leave, I was sent to NATTC, Naval Aviation Technical
? Training Center at Jacksonville, Florida and rececived

g | airman preparatory school there where I would bhe

20024 (202) S§54-234$

5 || trained in various skills and then be allowed *to sclect

10 | a career skill.

Upon graduation, I had selected a career schocl,

career skill, and job as an air contrcller. Trom there,

I was transferred to Olathe, ¥ansas to attend an

-
N )

& tair control school.

Completion of air control school in early of 1955

REFORTERS BUTLDTHG, HASUHINGTON, D.C.

I believe it was February, 1955. I was transferred +o

@ 17 j|a permanent duty station, Marine Corps Staticn

e i

¢ 8 IIE1 Toro, at Tustin, California in Crange Countvy.

T

]

g 15 Approximately five months later, I was trunsferred

g

c -

S % {back to Olathe, Kansas for senior air control school
s ! ithat involved being trained as & greound control arproach
S
N

!

X < jradar operator, final controller orn radar operztor. 3
: t

1

|

ton graduation, I was returned to El Terc and

1

¢

[ .

iThls course carried on throcugh the summer of 1955, a2
i

4

]
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Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro.

Just prior to being ordered to GCA Scheol in
Ransas, I had served as tower operator at auxiliary
air field in Mojave, Califorrnia near Palndale.

Subsequent to assignment to the radar unit at

El Toro, I was transferred in carly 1956 to

By

Marine Corps Air Station, Xaneoke Bay, Hawaiisa. There

I was assigned to Marine Air Control, Marine Air

Traffic Control unit - 62, MAC O 62, but was reacssigned

immediately to the tower as an a2ir controller. I
worked at the control tower at the air station for
some months until I was then transferred to the radar
unit, MAC Q 62.

I was just under two vears in Hawaiia. T applied

for various aviation programs, pilot programs, naval
education, scientific education programs, OCS, NhoTO.
I was accepted under the MNROTC pPprogram tc go to the
Waval Academy Preparatory School. In May of 1953,
I had extended six months to get that Drogram.

I, then, was transferred with a chort leave to

>

Naval Training Center, Bainbridge, Maryland for the

e
Naval Academy Preparatory School summer session.
Upon graduation, I elected to not continue in the
program or go on to the Academy or the university of

my choice and applied for release from gsarviece.
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n 7
1 In approximately September of 1958, I was
7 transferred to the Naval Academy at Annapolis, Maryland
3 and assigned to the MNorth Severn Barracks &s a gquard;
K3 discharged about three weeks later, October, 19583.
E s! Mr. Triplett. Was that an honorable aischarge?
o~ }
[ |
o The Witness. Honorable discharge.
§ i Mr. Triplett. Were you stationed at any othsr
- i
- ' 3 -
o 3 | bases other than those that vou hava mentioned alreacy?
<
o~
< 9 The Witness. Those would be my permanent stations.
< 10 I did fly extensively throughout the United States,
=
2 ! Caribbean and the Far East because of availability
< ! . : $
= 124 of free transportation on a standby bacsis and somewvhat
= !
= 13 ] as a world traveler to utilize that froe service to
= i
£ 147 get extensive travelin rivileges.
- | g g
I i
‘- 4 . - . »
£ 13 f Mr. Triplett. Did you receive any security
£
= 13 i clearances?
= . . s :
17 The Witness. I received, initially, interin
- i
-d i
L 18 ‘ confidential and then, finally, security cleasrance,
~
n
= 19} and I believe interim top secret during 1957, late
- l
<
S 0l '57, when we acquired M50Q0-4 ground control intercept
e <1 i radar, which was attached to cur unit in Hawaiia.
=i i
S, :
) sy Mr. Triplett. Were you, essentizlly, an air
1
aq | .
-3p traffic controller and a radar operator?
;l . .
2‘; In layman's terms for those who «re nct familiar
25 0 e .
43 1 with the military, what would you say your primary
H

as - AR, e o Gt en .. “« o . . . PEY ra’ i
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: functions were?

2 The Witness. The primary function of the air

[W]

traffic controller is, initially, working in the

control tower to expedite the surface and air traffiic

e

(", . .

z s within the control zone and the approach area of the
Fll .

g military air station.

~ .

4 7 The ground control approach operator has

S 3 responsibilities to land and assist departure of

<

™~

¢ military aircraft beyond the control zonc and within

¢ the control zone, which is a five mile circle around
!

11 the air station. To give all weather instructions by

i2

voice, utilizing radar for identificaticn and trackinc

KREPONTERS BUTIDTHG, WASHTHGTON, D.C.

| point where GCA radar will then take over the control
|
{

131 of the aircraft so that they can be kept on the finail
e approach, on the glide path, to almost a blind landing
'3 % under all weather conditions.
|
i3 n Further training involved ground-controlled
“ '-I intercept instruction that is well beyond “he limits
5, |
= ‘al of the air station that involve sending aircraft out
=
E 51 to intercept known or unknown, friendlv or unidentificd
|
[~
& W} or enemy aircraft, receover thase aircraft to the
]
2 |
1
1

for the final landings under all weather conditions

- .

!
]
23 | . .
i Mr. Triplett. During the course of your career
Vi [l
2 i in the Marines, did you ever have any contact with
|
2z i
- 1
t

any U-2 aircraft?

e 500017 |
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The Witness. The only refercnce to U-s type

aircraft would have been in instructional briefings

for all radar operators that covered the

that would be expected, should you be assigned to work

wvhat they call aircraft in a rcconnaicsance

-

Mr. Triplett. During the course of your travels

that vou mentioned, were you ever around

Japan or

the Fhillipines?

The Witness. Just on these flights. Never
permanently assigned.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion to visit
any of the !Marine bases there?

The Witness. I visited Iwakuni Naval Air Station,
Atsugi, a couple of Air Force stations.

Nuite

often, the weather would prohibit

intended destination and we would

cend un at

any other place in the vicinity. Ve uszually remained

overnight in the transient barracks, minimal cost of

fifty cents for bedding, sheets and what have you;

in some cases, having to pay for the meals minimal

cost. Quite often, not having to pay: considered toc

be part of the flight crew, the expenses were minimal.

Mr. Triplett. On how many occasions did you

visit Atsugi? PP
J00018
The Witness. I believe four times.
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Mr. Triplett. Do you recall in approximately

vwhat year?
The Witness. It would be in 1958.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion, to your

knowledge, at that time, to observe or sece or run

into Lee Harvey Oswald at Atsugi?

The Witness. I don't believe I would have run

into him. I did not have the opportunity to really

socialize there with anybody. These flights quite

often were just refueling. They would remain overnight

and return to the original point of departure or go

on to the next destination.
Mr. Triplett. All right.

What year did you say you got out of the Marines?

The Witness. 1958; October.

Mr. Triplett. What did vyou do

upon senaration

from the Marines?

The Witness. I had established certain contacts

with sympathizers to the revolution against the

Batista government in Cuba.

Mr. Triplett. When you say "contacts," who wers

those persons?

The Witness. These were people that were of Cuban

ioriginal primarily that were attempting to purchase

flrearm, on the eastern seaboard of the United States. ;
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i suppliers or going into gun stores?

Mr. Triplett. What werc their names?

The Witness. The only one that I know that is
still around that more or less supervised these pecoplc
was Ricardo Lorie that I encountecred. L-o-r-i-c.

Mr. Triplett. Are there other pcople that you
recall that are no longer around?

The Witness. Right.

Jorge Sotus. S-o-t-u-s is the last nzme

Mr. Triplett. With these contacts, wvwhat did
you personally do?

The Witness. I facilitated their purchasing of
firearms on the eastern seaboard.

Mr. Triplett. What, you made the contact with the
suppliers?

The Witness. They had had difficulty in making
over-the-counter purchases of ccrtain weapons that
they neceded, especially deactivated war trophies that
were on the market at the time that wecre readily
convertible to functional equipient.

Mr. Triplett. So you actually personallily made

the purchases?

The Witness. I acquired weapons from other

sources, also.

Mr. Triplett. Was this going directly to the
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The Witness. Initially, it was a matter of

2 making the purchase and leaving this equipment at &

! place that they designated, usually a vehicle parked

: | somewhere nearby. These were minimal purchases, :
. | ,
z £ 4 not more than three or four weapons so as not to attrac4
Nll !
o é attention. There were not that many stores on the
& - .
S 7 castern seaboard handling that egulipment.
L | -
s g8 Hunter's Lodge, Val Forgette, and what have you, i
S
L ¢

}

S were the primary outfits. It seems that the FBI was

. . . I
guite aware of what was going on and were allowing i

these purchases to be made so that they couid make

it seizures at a later date.

RUPORTEES BUTLDRTHG, QASHTINGTON, D.C.

: Mr. Triplett. Did you speak Spanish at that time?
4 The Witness. WNo; very little. ;
; I
150 Mr. Triplett. Do you speak Spanish ncw? |
B l
A }
;éi The Witness. Fluently. i
= ! 5
R Mr. Triplett. How did you acquire that fluency z
= i i
ol T R . i
z 9 in Spanish? 5
a \ i
= 19! The Witness. Well, I was raised in the outskirts
= , , . . . . !
- 4°§ of Debarrio, (phonetic), in San Cabriecl, California, :
l H
e -' % raised with Mexican-Americans that made it a little :
TSl ;
L‘!ﬁ 2'1‘: . + 4 s .
< ‘7 easler to pick 1t up at a later date when I 2did get i
Aq . :
'35 cet i1nto Cuba.
| ;
2w . . :
= Mr. Triplett. Did you ever have any formal training.
73; 1

in Spanish?

.
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The Witness. In high school.

Mr. Triplett. That was the only formél training?

The Witness. Right.

It was a failure.

Mr. Triplett. You mention also that it appeared
that the FBI was aware of your activities or the
activities of purchasing these weapons?

The Witness. Unfortunately, that was the casc,
and I was advised, while I was at Bainbridge, that
Naval Intelligence and the Burezu was interested in
my activities.

Mr. Triplett. Who advised you?

The Witness. A man identifyving himself as a
Naval Intelligence officer.

Mr. Triplett. Do you recall his name now?

The Witness. No.

Mr. Triplett. How did he come to contact you?

The Witness. He called me from one of my classes
at Tome Ilall at Bainbridge at the Academy Prep School.

Mr. Triplett. So you were involved in this
activity while you were still in the service?

The Witness. While I was in the service.

Mr. Triplett. When you separated from the service, |

did you have any steady employment?

The Witness. ©No. I started traveling.
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:
1 Mr. Triplett. By the way, were you ever personally|
2 recruited to be active in Naval Intelligence?
3 The Witness. I was asked to coopcrate by a
i
4 later individual, and I was asked to travel to
o
E 5] Washington, D.C. from Annapolis; when I was later
1 '
“ é transferred to the marine barracks 2t the Academy
~
§ 7 and informal conversations were held adiacent to the i
= : |
g 8 reflecting pool quarters as I later found out.
(]
Y § Mr. Triplett. You say you were asked. '
c ; i
- M 1 . . . . . o :
= H | Did you, in fact, provide information or in any
E
= ‘' ! other way participate in the activiities of
vl l .
N t
Y g Naval Intelligence? ]
ts i 1
= i '
- 19 . f . - . :
g ' The Witness. On a very linmited hasics. I was ¢
= i |
& 14 . .
- i somewhat leery about being able to go back into the |
= ! |
g s . o !
= ® 4 service. The possibility that becauce there had been i
= H '
R P . s . :
) d publicity as to Raoul Castro's learnings, Che Guevrra,
= i !
w17 . ) ) :
- W the poscible Communist presence in the revolutionary :
T ! !
= 13 C |
g | groups inside Cuba, and I was a little bit leery to
%2 | '
= 15! . . ‘
= il be as -- it was cxplained to me these are Intelligenca 3
c !
S 0| . |
: pecople. They are not law enforcement people, and they |
oy | :
Zﬁ§§§%. » would not be able to help me or anybeody else, sheculd E
rias :
L2,) aa !
4 - . ] o . . !
- j charges or indictments come up as tc arms trafficking :
23 | f
Hor purloining of military equipment.
W !
: Mr. Triplett. What time period are you talking :
z | :
2-‘ '| -‘t\\"r "\t;!
‘ about now? JulULo;
i CCYRCEENEE SRR I T L A A 1 - y -
A% : Ll A Y c Y T -
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1 The Witness. Late 1958.
) Mr. Triplett. All right. }
3 Again, still when you were in the service or just
3 separated?
s 3 The Witness. This is Auvgust, September, 1958.
o~
'
§ s Mr. Triplett. At that time, you were awvare of
E 7 Raoul Castro and Che Guevrra --
§ 3 ! The Witness. (Interposing) Just from the publicity
- H
¢ S that had been current at the time during that vear. i
a |
> 13t I think the first media article that I had seen was
- i
.c ]
§ 1 by Andrew St. George in Cavalier magazine. I think
3 : ‘
S s it was a March or April issue of 1957.
Y ! i
E i2 % Publicity was rather lean as to circumstances in g
= |
S g ; Cuba. Naturally, on the eastern seaboard, there was \
- ;'l !
[- H
- . oy s oas . !
£ s i more of an accessibility to news clips and blurks i
£ 1:] on activities in Cuba itself. The general strike, :
- i :
= i . . . . :
“ 17 ] minor riots, bombings and what have vou in Havana. |
- ) '
- | [
E 18 ‘ Mr. Triplett. Did you ever meet a man named !
@ | g
£ 13§ Guy Johnson? |
[
S 20 The Witness. I do not think so. !
1 |
{ ‘
_ A Mr. Triplett. How about Luis Balbuena? :
Sl !
Ty BT ; 3
gqf 2 f The Witness. Yes. |
@ ﬁ Mr. Triplett. When and how @id you meet him? :
24% The Witness. Well, Guy Jokhnson is probably
H
2¢ ! Robert Johnson ;
o o - - . ~ I
ﬁ Ge0024,
F. }y
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Mr. Triplett. No.
The Witness. Different man?

Mr. Triplett. Different man.

Now, Luis Balbuena, when did vou first meet hin?

The Witness. I believe I met him in Havanse.

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your contact

or associlation with him?

The Witness. I think I ran intoc him at the palace,

presidential palace, in ecarly 1959,

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any dealings or

associations with him?

The Witness. Just a casual chat. I haliaeve he

vas with some other people that I had known prior

into him in Miami.

Mr. Triplett. %hen was theaet?

The Witness. That would bhe early 19G3.

to

that, and that was the only contact until later I ran

Mr. Triplett. Have you had any contacts with him

since early '63?

The YWitness. Not since about March of '63.

Mr. Triplett. All right.

What was the nature of the association or contact

in March, '63?

The Witness. March, '63, Balbuena was working

y, (€€ 9¥) VOSH :uOTI2QTT0D NIr ‘Adod adusxayoy e
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were termed at the time. At this point in time, he
was in conflict with one particular group, and they
suspected him of being a Castro agent.

Mr. Triplett. Which group was that?

The Witness. This was the group known as
Cddie Bavo's group, his real name being Edusrdo Percz,
using the nom de guerre of ﬁayo, veteran of the fight
against Batista in the Sierra Mastre and later the
Sierra Cristal, where he was quite close with
Raoul Castro and later an employee of the
Central Intelligence Agency.

He had participated with Antonioc Questa's,

Alpha 66 operations and later Commandos L operations
and then separated from Questa's group about the tinmc
I came in contact with him again in '63.

Mr. Triplett. When did vou first bhecome interested
in the problems in Cuba?

The Witness. Probably in earnest interest during
the summer of 1958.

Mr. Triplett. Illow did that interest develep?

The Witness. Well, I had had an interest in
pursuing a career in the Marine Corps. If it could
not be my first choice, aviation, as a naval aviator,
then it would be as a special forces type work

within the marine reconnaissance group structures, or

“".Q’h_ . . ,) '. “.'-‘,-.'!b‘::-' .-‘_‘ Py ,_'v PRI r. . '-,‘ ,. . '_
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!
1 I intended to leave the Marine Corps and go into the
2 United States Army and apply for special forces
] assignment.
. I had had a lengthy interest in guerrilla warfare,
i < irregular warfare, unconventional warfare.
g s
s . Mr. Triplett. When did you personally first go
V] Q
s ? to Cuba?
o~
z a The Witness. 1954.
s
o~ ' . . . I3
- i Mr. Triplett. Was that prior to being in the
[
c :
. 105 Marines?
z i
g The Witness. No. That was on & flight in the
= :
= |
[ |
¥ ;. i marines,
¢ |
E 12 E Mr. Triplett. I sce.
2 4! “Where &id yvou go?
L
ol The Witness. Well, from Clathc, Xansas during
- Vo 1
] ! . -
= 1z 3} @ Christmas recess and then a latcr short leave, 1
= ! .
« 47 | was able to catch flights to Wew Orlezns and
« i .
= ;gi Jacksonville, and what have vou, and I found that
& !
= 15 | the Air Force crewv I was flying with decided that they
£
!
E 20 || were going to take off about four or five days and
71 3 stop in New Orleans overnight and then go on to Miami,
- 1
el
SR
/' 22 : to Opa-Locka, and then onto Guantanomo and stop in
i
23 | navana en route at the military station there in
II
2¢ || Havana. So it was a matter of about two days in Cuba
23 and then a return.
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! Mr. Triplett. Did you meet or visit anyvbody on
2 that trip when you were in Opa-Locka?
2 The Witness. No. No.
- Mr. Triplett. Ilow about in Yew Orleans?
» i
=4 S The Witness., Well, in New Orleans, we stayed at
&~
1]
S 6 Josh White's place near the corner of St., Peter and
~
< 7 Royal, across from Paddy O'Brien's. We stayed with
s 8 the Air Force officers upstairs.
o~
< 9 Mr. Triplett. I see.
e
= 10 Did you meet or socialize with any people at that
o
= time in New Orleans?
ES
= The Witness. No. It was a matter of overnight,
(&4
€ 2] and that was it.
s |
IR Mr. Triplett. When did you next go to Cuba?
: |
a
= The Witness. Let's see. In 1952; late 1959.
f e Mr. Triplett. TFollowing vour separation from
. - l'i .
“ ' i the Marines?
o |
Px 13
g \ The Witness. No. In the service. 2ll =till in
w1
£ 19| the service.
s 10
o c l Mr. Triplett. All right.
!
ar
:g;;"i How did that trip occur?
"‘i The Witness. They had a weekend flight every
23 | : .
i weekend that left Anacostia that flew via Rorfoll tc
|
2 | )
i Jacksonville to Opa-Locka and then onto Guantanomo. IT¢
2 |
;icame back usually on Sunday nights. :
\ i N W E AR _..;:v.‘_. . R -y . _:’“\ [+ !
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This was the Guantanomo, the Gitmil, (phonetic), ni

Mr. Triplett. So you then spent a weekend in

Cuba?
l The Witness. More than one weekend.
Mr. Triplett. All right.

On those trips, did you visit or meet any peopl

in Cuba?

that belonged to the 26th of July organization.
Mr. Triplett. Do you recall who they were?

The Witness. One would be Felix Pena, fo

a major in Castro's rebel army.

It is hard to say who else. I was

.

('J
H
[
l(‘

The Witness. I met some Cubans while I was there

quite concerncd

. about not exposing myself too much to these people. I
% was given instructions to see somebody at the
0
? Naval Air station that was of Cuban descent. I contactle
;
! this individual at the 'phone number that was supplied
| to me.

Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you were given
:linstructions to see somebody.
i Who gave you these instructions?
i
Ei The Witness. One of Jorge Sotus' associates that
{spoke Tnglish. I suspect he was Enhil Saavedra. I anm
!
!really not sure. Saavedra was a sergeant in tho Embassy

[ &‘* Ct g oy 00004
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LY

! for the Batista government at that time in
2 | Washington, D.C.

3 Mr. Triplett. Do you recall anyvhody other than

s

Felix Pena that you saw or contacted on those trips

S| in Cuba?

é The Witness. Not at that time. I was involved

7 | in bringing some surplus clothing and some firearms in

3 i on military aircraft. I was not too anxious to be

2002y (202) S54-234S

$ il widely known.

ig ! Mr. Triplett. Is Enhil Saavedra any relation to
11 | Henri Saavedra?
12% The Witness. No, I do not think so.

: Mr. Triplett. What was wvour purpose in contacting

t members of the 26th of July movement during those

15 45 trips?

RCPORTERS BUTLDTHG, HASHTINGTON, D, C.

[E] i The Witness. Well, upon enlistment in the
i

S.\.
1

t Marine Corps in 1954 at seventeen ycars of age, I had

“
-
¥ 3| had an asscciation with people that had family in
b
£ ¥ | Guatemala, the Guatemala revolution occurred almost
e
& 2 {lsimultaneous with my going in the Marine Corps.
| _
21 !

! Just prior to that, we had planned a trip to

{

L]
N
»
3

i Guatemala and because of some of the turmoil there,
ﬁCastillo-Armas business, it was called off, but I

belicve two of the voungsters I grew up with, did take

lthe motorcycle trip there just prior to April of 19514,
-‘. W, L W A 5 T RS e e
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1 It was at that time that events were ogccurring

2 in Indo-China, Dien Phen Pho, and all of that business,

3 and I had had an interest in irregular warfare,

IS

guerrilla warfare activities, about that time. This
I had carried on through the years in the Marine Corps.

é Mr. Triplett. ©Now, this interest in irregular

7 warfare and guerrilla warfare, prior tc your entering

the Marine Corps, 4did you sharc this interest with any

).o'

$ I other friends, or were you encouraged in developing

10 | this interest by any person?

The Witness. No. This was an outliet at the tine

of the Korean war. Quite a few of the youngsters tha

—
(%)

y were under age, fourteen, fifteen, sixtecn years of

'$ yage, belonged to the California National Guard, the

—
n

40th Division, and 1950 and '51, when they wvere called

REFORTLRS NUTLDING, WASHTIGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S$54-21245

o.

to active duty, quite a few of them were civen a choice

—
~

of admitting that they were under-age or going onto
&
i 1 . . .
£ ‘6 lcombat in Xorea. Some elected to go, and some clected
P
= 13!
£ 'Tjto stay.
s .
s 0 Quite a few that were not cven old enouvch at that
.’4’ | . . - . . ) . -
F(:’f;" i,t;.me had an expressed interest in mi litary activities,
NG !
NZa/ 12

4 -‘qand guerrilla warfare seemed an outlet for = voungster

)
(% ]

that would be oriented towards the military life, but

(e}
(3N

°Llll too young. There were a few s
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213
| IR
l
|
| | Curope or in China, or what have you, that ware quite !
2l interesting tales and really showed where a youngster !
3| could involve himself in military activity without
4| becoming a member of a formal service.
s S Mr. Triplett. Were you one of these pecple who
o~
]
2 ¢ | was under age and in the National Guard at that time? |
: ' .
S 7 The Witness. No.
R Mr. Triplett. Dié anybody, specifically, encourage
<
g 9 l1vou to enlist in the Marines? '
d i
= 10 The Witness. No. i
£
= M Mr. Triplett. All right. ,
2 |
= 2 Getting back to your weekend trips te Cuba in [
< !
- { H
& 1211958 --
j I The Witness. (Interposing) I belicve there were !
% 12 7 five trips to Cuba. :
< i !
%) 1 H
f 13 i Mr. Triplett. (Continuing) ~-- on any of those
= | :
ﬁ 17 ltrips, were you working with or providing information :
5 ! ]
d N .
E 8 Ito any Intelligence agencies in the United States? ;
v
!
e 19 The Witness. I was questioned, T think, twice %
: :
s 0 Iby this individual wvho identified himself as somebody 1
21 . ?
:::;‘1}1n Haval Intelligence that, to me, when you are able !
|>.% - ‘- :
yﬁ( "ato get on 2 military base and call somchodvy from a i
aq =
'3ﬂclass, you have some kind of clout.
2¢ | .
i I was the battalion commander of the student
ae |l
" Jbattalion at Bainbridge, and for csomebody to know whc T
- .1 A A, o i Viwy, Se . - . .
AV @, o ke Sy e G008
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was or what have you, that was enough identification.

I automatically assumed this individual had officer's

o>

rank.

Mr. Triplett. MNow, when you say you were guestiocnod

was thic in the nature of after-the-fact debriefingsz?

The Witness. This was almost that in that they

ware aware of the individual

| that they were aware of some of my

they were not coing to press me on it, and

1

stating that anything I said could be used against

and there was a vpossibility of criminal action or

indictment if I persisted.

Mr. Triplett. Was this referring te assisting

cgetting the arms or your association with the

il
+

i26th of July movement in Cuba?

| The Witness. Arms and association and the wholn

lbusiness. Wecapons did disappear from some military
i

cstablishments at that time.

|
' Mr. Triplett. After your cseraration

Marines,

did you have occasion tc go to Zuba again?

i The Witness. Yes, I did.

! Mr. Triplett. When did vyou go?

%’ The Witness. I think I arrived :-here for more or ;
%?ess a permanent stay in February, 1959,

i

ii Mr. Triplett. What was your purnose in g¢going theve ?
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at that time?

mThe Witness. To observe what was taking place.

Mr. Triplett. Did anybody send you?

The Witness. No.

Mr. Triplett. Were you providing information or
working with any Intelligence agencies at that time?

The Witness. I was approached in country at a
later date to provide the services.

Mr. Triplett. "In country,"” do you mean in Cuba?

The Witness. In Cuba.

*

Mr. Triplett. Who approached you?

The Witness. This was through Major Morgan.

Mr. Triplett. Is that William Morgan?
The Witness. Right.

And, one of the people involved in soliciting thisz,

l

“it is safe to say now, he was released

, Frank Cmmiclk.
Mr. Triplett. What was the namc again?
The Witness. TIrank Emmick. He was roleused two

days ago.

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of

o
|
o)

they want you to work full time or be a s

%or what?
il

ii The VWitness. Well, the initial apwroach was

through former officers of the Ratista army that had
h

been held over in a new rebel army. They stated that --

i oL o
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1 as we had become quite friendly, they stated that they
2 i were disenchanted with the occurrences. This was in

3l early 1959. They were interested as to where I stcod.

Thev knew I was acquainted with various of the top

S

s | leaders in the top cechelon of the new Castro government.
s || They knew I had become quite close to

Camillo Cienfuegos, and they were not really sure that

~1

g i Camillo Cienfuegos was going to go along with the

$ | political trend as it was shaping up there in 1959.

10 They alluded more than one time to the fact that
they were in touch with some of their old instructors irn
the United States where they had cone thrcuch courses

in Fort Manning or in Panama.

The advisory group, they had hecome quite friendl

-
“

t5 ywith the advisory group under Colonal Xail there,

REFONTERS BUCLDTHG, WASHTHGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) S501-2348

i
13 iI believe.,
|

TS

l
?

t
-
L]

Mr. Triplett. So arriving in Fchruary, '59

| =T
= !
“ '8 lthat was after Fidel Castro took over?
5| |
19| The Witness. Right.
o~
< !
S 20 | Castro had taken over the 2th of January.
|
-~ ! .
;IH Mr. Triplett. Had you ever, on vour previous
Ty -
ln b
-’ 2 jvisits, seen Fidel Castro or been invelved in the
i
v | o . . .
23 ﬂflghtlng prior to this takeover?
I
245 The Witness. No.
25 !

1 Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you were close to

s 5 oo
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General Camillo Cienfuegos?

The Witness. I got to know him quite well. I

was a major.

Mr. Triplett. A major.

What was the nature of that association?

The Witnes Camillo had been one of the

s.

individuals that had liaison within the Guantanawmo

Naval Base and had certain responsibilities as

who later turred out to be a sergeant in the Embassy

in Washington. I still

deo not know to this date tha
this is the same guy, but the conversations to we -
appeared that these people were either in very close

touch with the United Statecs law enforcemcnt or

}
hUnited States Intelligence, because they were quite
anare of certain features of my background and ny

i

!

\past travels, and what have you.

- ) . ) - )
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toc arms
traffic from Costa Rica and Mexico. He determined, afterl
, |
my arrival in February of 1959, that certain of his t
liaison personnel for the arms business wvere guite
| !
well acquainted with me, moreso than I had really
| believed at the time.
i
l This leads me to bhelieve Saavedra was one of these
]
! :
"people I was dealing with at the tire. |
w |
! . . |
1 Mr, Trinlett. Which Saavedra? |
i '
! The Witness. The one up in New Jersey that I mot
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Mr. Triplett. What exactly was the function
within the government of Cuba at that time of
camillo Cicnfuegos?

The Witness. Ile was Chief of the Army.

Mr. Triplett. I sece.

The Witness. le wés Chief of Staff of the
Revolutionary Armed Forces, and there wvas a split as
+o what the command was. Colonel Ramon Barguin, who
I met at that time, was supposedly Chief of Staff,
and then Camillo's position became the official
Chief of the Army shortly thereafter in February.

Mr. Triplett. TIHow about Camillo's brother,

Osmani Cienfuegos?

o

The Uitness. He was a civilian. Te had kheen &

r

so-called member of the undergrouand and was being

brought into the Agrarian Reformed Program.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any personal associatic

with Osmani?

The Witness. Yot until ebcout October of 19

[Ga )
.

On Camillo's disappearance, I ran into Camillo's
father, Ramon, and Osmani, the mother, znd other pcople

during the scarch for Camillo when he dizappear

©
0

in October.
Mr. Triplett. Did you know any cither Americans

that were working for Camillo Cienfuegos?
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1
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L
1
! The YWitness. Quite a few. !
1
|
2 Mr. Triplett. Who were they that you recazall? |
3 The Witness. Johnny Mitchell Devercaux,
4

FPaul Hughes, Jack Shea, a/k/a Jack Cannon, Jchn Doncvan,

ﬂbeyond conversations with Che Guevrra?
Hi

w
Z S| Frank Shez, Bill Morgan, Don Soldini.
N i
- 6 Mr. Triplett. Did you ever run into Loran Malil
~ - .
S 7 ) at that time? |
A l
e 38 The Witness. Just when I visited the sanitorium |
<
¢ 9| that had been converted to a holding areca in Trescornia.
c
z 10 ¥ I think that was in April of '59. Leslie Bradley.
= .
=
= "I met Leslie Bradley. He was in the same cell with me
“ |
"
T L
T e dat a later date. ,
[ ¢4 ‘
Z .. . .
= ‘= Mr. Triplett. When he visited Trescornea, was
s
oo i that the first time you met Mr. Hall?
A I -
s 12 : The Witness. VYes. He had been incarceratesd %
= 18 |Pecause of his participation with the Hicaraguan 5
= . :
i 17 ) . |
. l revoluticnary groups. ;
© 1 . . .. . . s !
= ‘ Hr. Triplett. During that period of fime, did vou '
o i
= 13 . : . !
£ ‘ihave any dealings with Raoul Castro? !
'
e 20 | !
~ < i The Witness. Just conversations. T had ;
ay ) ’
:::;"iconversations with Che and Raoul and a number of reople. |
, = ! !
}7 -n |' M i
= | Mr. Triplett. Did you have any dealings or i
[} .
23 | ‘.
!

24 4 X )
: The Witness. We discussed upceming expeditions
25 ! ~ %
H 3 s 4 !" (‘r‘ ! rp""‘( 0
jto other Caribbean countries in 1959, STEL L S
g il DT R Yoy AEhr s - L : ;
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Mr. Triplett. What contact and aszsociations, if
any, at that time, did you have with ricdel Castro?

The Witness. Fidal would be chance encourters

+]

where he would be at the Havana Air Bas

or at the military side, General Staff{ Ileadquarters,

or when the moved the Chiefs of Staff of +i

over to the Navy Building on the harbor, it would be

encounters in a hallway or with a number of other

reople in casual conversation.

I think of the last two, one was Anastacse Moylkian

and Fidel came out to my air base in San Julien and

spent the afternoon there.

: Mr. Triplett. All right.

‘ What titles or ranks did you acquire while vou

;were in Cuba?
| The Witness. The only rank I carried there was
scrgeant,

Mr. Triplett. Wacs this in the Cuban Air TForce?

i The Witness. That was first in the Cuban Army

and then in the Cuban Air Trorce.

i Mr. Triplett. All right.

X That were your functions, first,

The Witness. Cuban Army,

parachute instructor

$ith the parachute regiment under Major Rourbonet.
i

i Mr. Triplett. For how long a period of time?
‘ .guh'.x T T

(EEZ S}I) VOSH :UOT3ID9TTO) YIr ‘Adod> aosuaxayoy

s¢, Liberty Citvy,

f the Arwmed Torco:n

] in the Cuban Arnmy?
i
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The Yitness. That was from February until

September, 1959,

Mr. Trivlett. And, Septemhber of 1

D
(91}
Ne)

Mr. Triplett. What were vour functions in the
Air Torce?

The Witness. Parachute instructor, and in the
i Tavana area, attempting to transfer the rarachutist
regiment students over to active duty in the Air TForce

to form a parachute regiment under Air F

C\

rce command

since it had been a failure under Major Rourbonet in

the Armv comnand.

I had lobbied extensively for that and finally

acconplished it,

[ 54

: Mr. Triplett. By the way, are vou

pilot?

The Witness. Yes.

Mr. Triplett. When and how did you lecarn to £lv?
The Witness. In the Marine Corps. DPart of the
alr contrel instruction is numerous flight hours and

what have you. Then, at a later date, ta%ing a2dvantaco

1

'of some of the pilots assigned to my units. DReing
1

i
z
’
]

iflight instructors, one thing led to another, and I

acquired almost 2,000 flight hours. While never being

&ated as an av1ator, I was able to acquire certai

“‘} ’ ‘}:“" I S

IUOTIAVOTTOD NIL ‘4Adod aoua:xa;au

mhe Witness. I transferred to the Rebel Air Torce.
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Mr. Triplett. How long were you a parachute
instructor in the Cuban Air Force?

The Witness. From Scptember until November, I
was assigned to Liberty City, Havana and San Antonio

de Los Banos Air Base. The official ascsignmant was

to the parachute rigging section under
Captain Adolfo del Rio Rojo Roche who is a resident in

Costa Rica at this time; Argentinian descenit, Xkncwn

as Che 50, Che Cincuenta. He had been an arms runner
to the revolution.

I had cdisagreements with him as to techniques
that should be applied to instructincg the parachutists
in the Air Force. There was at that time a problem
with Frank Sturgis, Pedro Diaz Lanz, at that time
known as Frank TFiorini. 1Ile was 2 captain in the

Rebel Air TForce.

(
v

There were rumors of counter revolutiona-sy activit:

2

on the part of Fiorini, Diaz Lanz, Captain Rojo, who

was my immediate superior at the air base, and a nunber

of other Castro officers and former Datista officers.

|
|
|
|
i
i
|
i
!
At this pcint in time, we were giving parachute i

demonstrations in San Antonio. We did a jump coff +he '

coast of Cuba, demonstration for the Cuban staff. Iz

was publicized in the press and on TV, and we were

invited to give demonstrations in other locales.
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I gave a demonstration in San Julien,

Pinar del Rio,

sked 1f it was

his command ,

regiment at San Julien Air Dase in western Pina

province.

I approached the chief of

time who was Alneida,

and the commander of

possible that I

tran

that zir

)

(%9}
)

ase

sfoer cfficially,

and attempt to raise the parachute

and Juan

was transferred to San Julien Mir

the

as adjutant to Captain Oresto del

to raise a cadre of parachuticts

discovering that it was

nationals

a guise to train

from the Dominican

and Cuatemala and Honduras

invade those countries.

It shifted

from parachute

-

that

Tio

there,

Republic in

were

peing train

instruction to

Alreida agreed,

Alr Torce at the

ancé proceeded
guite quickly
foreign

Micaragua

ed to

expeditionary instruction at that time which would he

by then, December,

January of 1960

Mr. Triplett.

January --

Now,

do you

know

December, '50,

who was 1

over all of this training foreign nationals?

The Witness.

inmediate top.

Che Guevrra,

command would have been Major Pepito

.
L

Raoul Castro was the mnan

Operational commancey

‘z ."1'3'3,._ L B
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'3 “ may not have been that far.

" 2
| 34
| ;
! in Pinar del Rio province.
|
2 Mr. Triplett. During the time you were there, :
i
i
3 3o you know if they were planning to invade any i
|
{
2 specific country? |
! |
w - : |
& = The Witness. Well, thev had suffered dafeats 1in i
o~
t i
“ ¢ June in Andre Tortes' expedition in HMaiti. They had i
g ' ~ - W 3 v mde vy ey |
< 7 lost all personnel, and June the l4th in Constanza |
= : . '
¢ 81 and Mimonbay, (phonetic), and Luperon, in northern |
~ ! ;
[}
¢ 5 inj ' ; hey had suffered terrible losses |
. i Dominican Republic, they had suffereda terr e sses ;
a i |
. [ . |
= 10 | there that had heen commenced directly Dby
S H
o H
= i
= ! ! Major Dalio Gomez Ochoa, operating under the control
EJ
R of Camillo Cienfuegos ,
2 | i
= ' .
e 13 | The Panama thing had been an agzant provocateur
= i i
ﬂ: 2 A - . » .
~ =il operation that Cuban Intelligence detcermined immediately
x i i
; 18 1
= '3 i+ had been under the control, as thevw say, FBI. Thev :
b 3 :
= !

- | i
e - . . .

. 1’! At that moint in time, they naveyr even knaw thero |
5 i
A ' was such an outfit as CIA. It was always PBI. rheir f
= 157 | . . -
= ! problems, naturally, in exile, had always been focused !
< ; '
s € . . . K
i i on FRI. Fwven in 1959, they werc sayinc that this !

a1 . . :
;%E% i operation against Panama by Cesar Veca and Cesar Alenvo,i
lid i - : :
!‘T\/{/ b ; . . ;
: ! who had been captains in the rehel armv, promotead i
: 4
27 |
| themselves to major and organized this expedition in :
24 . . . . .
| conjunction with Margot Fontaine and with some
R
25

" assistance from John Wayne, the actor.
; 104 Et . 1;‘\ taT I -‘ N 3 ,“‘-; }i—._.T'.,-.-r\:‘-~- - » - ". .: R "v . .
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It had becen a designed failure, designed to
embarrass the new revolutionary government.

Mr. Triplett. Do you know now, or do you have

4y

any idea as to who this designer was?
The Witness. As soon as the thing was launched,

long before the people even got to Panama, the word

passed quite rapidly for everybody to stand by for a

blast, Lihat some counter-revolutionaries had launched

-

an expedition and in fact, I thinlt they were tipping

off other people that would bhe in Costa Pica or

Nicaragua, if these people did not divert to any one

of those countries, they werce sending warnings out

to these people to beware of this g¢roun, that somchody

was ruaning anuck.

That is how it turned out, and since that date,

the general word has been that it was a designed

operation, as there were a number in 1959 bv so-cal

Nicaraguan leaders that were working hand-in-glove

with Christian NMerter, Secretary of State and others

had met with him and had quite z few interesting plans

to exposec Castro as being an exporter of the revolution

where, in fact, they were having difficulty reorganiz

-
-~

ne

the armed forces in country. They had enough problens

in country.

Mr. Triplett. 211 right. J{EGU -

R e TR T I RO
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Curing this period of time, whet was the naturc

of your association with Colonel Xail?
The Yitness. None at all; nonc direcily.
Mr. Triplett. ©No contact?

The Witness. No.

Mr. Triplett. Now, you say that vou were training

through Januvary, 1960, I believa?

-

The Witness. Well, actuallw,
activity petered out around January of 19CO0,

was more focus on training expedition

9
H
-
]
b
]
o]
[
(o
a}
ct
=
cC

guise of training the local militia, we were traininc '

Nicaraguan and other nationalities to be then

trans-shipped to guerrilla units active in those

respective countries.

(%4

Mr. Triplett. All right.

During what period of ti

this training?

The Witness. That would bhc January until August
of 194&0.

Mr. Trinlett. What occurred in

The Witness. Well, the training

was a schism hetween the stronu

aAm—
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1 pro-Fidel.

(3]

These were people that had been fign

rt

ing in the

3 case of Nicaracgua against Somoza since 1951. So

4 they considerec Castro rather a latecomer. They

¢l did not look up to him as he would expaect them te,

6 but thevy haé a very strong sympathizer in The Guevrra,
7 and there were conflicts that some of the

3 i non-combatant, considered non-combatant except for

5 a few that were wounded, they were still considered

10 non-combatants .

Cven though they had been wounded in Honduras

-
(18]

in a fire-fight, they elected to become very strongly

100 7TII STREET, S.V. REFORTERS AUTENIHG, UASHTUSTON, b, C. 20024 (202) S54-23M4S

Mr. Triplett. All right.

What were the charges against you?

13 nro-Marxist in their orientation and affiliations,
'4 1 ané this caused a disruption of activity.
i
158 Just a couple of months before that, we were
i
13 i arrested and detained at secret police headquarters.
o :
7 Mr. Triplett. You say "Ue were arrested."”
i
o
‘8 | You and who else?
|
HA ; ; : 1
R The Witnecss, The Nicaraguvans, Chileans, myself.
|
20 |
!
!

) The Witness. Investigation. Yo charges were

23! .
1 ever filed.
|

24 . . .

= Mr. Triplett. This was in August?
i

25 !

ek . o s ,
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The Witness. 1lo. This waes in Junc; in late lay
and June.

Myr. Triplett. How long were you incarcerated?

The Witness. The first time about threc weeks.

Mr. Triplett. Upon releasc, what <¢id you do?

The Witness. I went to stay at Till Morgan's
house in Ilavana, Cuba.

Triplett. By the way, you say "the
time you were incarcerated."

In what jail or prison were vou?

2

The Witness., That was in C-2 Hca

(@]

quarters at

Fourteenth Avenue and Fifth Streect, Miramar, suburb

of Tfavana, secret police headgquarters.

rw

ir. Triplett. That was not

The Witnecss., Trescornea was

vnat have vou. Tt was a holding

area ‘or

micht ocmbarrass the revolution.

2
re
\J

Theov not vant

their official sccret police peopls %o zven be aware

of these people because if these neconle wers cleared

to function later with expeditionariecs, thev- did not

wvant some sccret policeman spotting them zomowhero
and grabbing them.

See,

(A,

at that time you had 2 new organization theot
was called Difar, which was the investigation division

of the Armed Forces. D-i-f-a-r. They were rather
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running amuck, playing secret police themgelves. I
had them on my trail for awhile.

Hr. Triplett. BAll right.

You say on relcase you went and stayed with
Eill Morgan?

The Yitness. Right.

Mr. Triplett. How long did you ctay with him?

The Witness. Oh, I guess I was there & weel,
and I went back to contact with some of the peo
that had been locked up with me ana made arrangements
to get out of the country.

Mr. Triplett. Getting back to that week with
Bill !organ, were you awarc of any Intelligence

activities that he was involved ia?

The Witness. Well, for gquite some time, I had
been inventorying heavy weapons, auvtomatic weapoens,
at numerous military facilities in Cuba. fThere was

a strong drive for gun registration in country, and
the rebels were told they could heep a cide-armn
two shioulder wveapons. DRoth of them cculd he fully
automatic, or they could kecp z rifle, a tommy-gun
and a side-arm, or a tommy-gun and two cide-~arms
There were severe limitations.

These weapons were turning up in foreign countr

[

es

that had been casily traced back to Batista arny
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registration. I was absconding with quitc a few cf
those weapons and I was turning some of them over
to Morgan, who was then transporting them to
counter-revolutionaries and the Escamhray and otuer
places.

Mr. Triplett. You say you were inventorying
weapons at that time, too.

To whom were you providing these inventories?

The Witness. To the commander of the facility.

Hr. Triplett. The Cuban commandar?

The Witness. Richt. The Cuban commander of
whatever facility that was current there. I was

involved in training the militia and the militia

=3

were being issued brand new Czech and Soviet weapons.

The militia had been issued temporarily some of the

s
weapons from the mountains and some of the weapons
from the Datista arsenal and what have vou. So in
exchanging and issuing those new weapons, my talents
were required and some of these weapons later went
astray.

Mr. Triplett. During what periocd of time were
you providing these weapons to Morgan?

The Witness. About TFebruary of '50 until
August of '6O.

Mr. Triplett. Were vou providing weapons to

y, (EEZ DY) VOSH :UOTIIITTO) NIr ‘Adod 3duazajyoy |




A1
:
!
l L}
i anyone else other than Morgan?
- o . ] '
£ The Witness. I was providing weapons directly to
3 people that I had confidence in.
] i
- Mr. Triplett. Who were these peonle? |
- i
o 3 The Witness. In most cases, they wera: former E
' 1
& : i |
w 6 members of the Batista armyv that had tenmporarily I
~
S e rerens sk , |
o participated with Castro's forces, later became !
S g |
S i diseffected and during the Trinidad prchblem of i
(] [} .
' :
< s July, 1952, they were summarily discharged from the l
: (]
|
= 10 | armed forces. Shortly thereafter, they became active §
5 ’
]
= . . c e
= H in counter-revolutionary activities and hecause of %
g ‘- i
. ¢ ny transfers and activities, I was not aware of 2all :
&2 H
o : o |
= # of these people who had been summarily dismiceced from |
- ' 1
2 1 : |
" I the armed forces or allowed a crace period. i
£ | i
g 13 : : |
S ; They were given their payv even though thev were 2
= ! |
= 13 . ;
g | discharged, but some of them were c¢iven a grace pariod |
= i :
w7 | r ' . !
- i of two months or ninecty days. T would normally step |
: : - I
2 s s . , !
= : andc visit at one of their relztive's vlace whan T was i
. . |
~ poin that particular town and encounter them and find '
S x| 'l
o0 i that they were diseffected from the revolution and in !
il : : E
ZQEE%; i some cases, had established contact with sympathizers |
.J‘.. .‘l !
i!‘\ La . i
AN " in U.S. Cmbassy and what have vou. :
23 !
ﬁ I, at that point in time, made it quite plzin :
2 ;
Y that I was not working for United States covernment or |
4z I .

» had army liaison with anyhody, but as a friend, I

: :
:‘ - - . . .. R L ora oy Ty 00
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would ass

ist them in acguirinc their required

implements to help in their survival.

Mr.
February,
favor of

The
business

Mr.
yourself?

The

mriplett. Would it be fair te say that in
1959, when you went to Cuka, you werc in

the revolution?

Witness. No. I was quite aware of wvhere that

was going.

Trivlett. Yet yvou went and associated

Witness. I had missed Cuatemala. This wacs

my only opportunity to watch a Communist government

develop.

Mr.

at the ti

a Communi
The

Mr.

went anca

r.

The

-- well,
Even
of the mi

as whole

Triplett. So it is your testimony, then,
me that you went, vou knew 1t was developing
st government --
Witness; (Interposing) Refore I was there
Tripletbtt. (Continuing) -- and you still
associated vourself with the military there --
Witness. (Interposing) Ok, yes.
Tripleéett. (Continuing} -- wscisting --
7itness. (Interposing) -- Tach time that I
I can say this.
up till last night, I had contact with scne
litia I trained. They practically defected

units. Tverybody that I was associating

B N T
IR a e .. ublded
L) s ' ' et . A R
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1
! rith Cuba, later defected or was killed fighting Castro.
- i
. . i
2 lr. Triplett. Well, then, from thc beginning,
o i
3 were you quietly working against Castro, or how did
4 N |
= vou view your own =-- '
f
p l . -
o 5 The Witness. (Interposing) “Well, T viewed 1t |
= i
g N - .
v from this thing.
s
s Zvery opportunity I had I Cidé parachute landings
& i 4 s . ,
=3 €1 in remote areas. I became familiar with these remote
™~
Y 7 areas. I did maritime operations and bhecame familiar
-—. 10 3 o !
= with areas that I knew sooner or later I would be :
-
£ . | |
= '} coming bhack. !
E |
" 12 I new I would have to lecave thc island, that i
(34 t
= i3 : : C e |
b I had no intentions of getting irvolved head over ;
- L]
R 1 . . . . :
«w 4 heels in the activity at thzat time. I “new that ther g
& f‘ ‘
£ i3 Cyeq s . . f
3 “# was a possibility that my presence inside & dissident !
= i
- ‘l:'._ :

group in the2 mountains would tend to draw cveryhody

17 . . ;
that knew met, whether I had trained or ascociated i
tg ?
with, to seel to join and I would he faced with this g
19 . . .
problem of sorting out the snies and the real cuys.

I felt, very frankly, that the only ontions

$ﬂ 3nn T STREET, S.M.

to getting xid of Castro was to leave the island and

A
v ia . . . ;
~ 1 organize outside, preferahly under the guise of ;
25 | |
ﬂ fighting scomebody else, let all the csupporters of the :
2 |
1 fight against Somosa or Trujillo arm this g¢roup.
' i
sg ~ 7 CL :
T golues
i I
YV i A 3_. 5l Tewoth - = ’ -y i
Elguf } ,: { . e S —— : oo .
g or . (E€Z 9¥) VOSH :uoTIDDOTTOD NIr ‘Adod adudxoyoy gy :
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1 I knew what the training requirements were. T
2 knew what the logistics were. I had flown supply
3 operations to central America, air-drcpped zarms, aad
- the whole thing. I had been forced to he an overail
w?
s 3 organizer of a lot of this activity. Talent was very
g
o~
]
- é short. I mean, the best people Casiro had, including
™~
~ 7 Fidel himself, were amateurs in that game. They
s % 4§ never really had a tight handle on the business.
o~
< § Thev were not what we would call special forces
g 10 | gqualified, and finding talented individuals, most
b .
= I
= ! i of the Americans had left.
@ .
A
= Johnny Mitchell, Morgan, mavbe four or five
(4] ! .
= i
o * +
s 13 i others were the only ones that were left. IMorgan.
Z g . : . . . _
= 4 at one point in time, was ulte anxious to ¢o to vy
- . E q S p:
x !
= s | - . P P
= 12 3 base. In fact, I encouraged him to go to Fidel, which
= !
-3 T R . oA
. 1 i he finally did, and ask for a command. So they gave
TS . .
. 17 h him the frog farm, which he was not against.
& !
S g . . .
= l I said: "Well, you are going to he inveolwed
g ]
= ]; . - . 3 » 13 . 3
e } in militia activities and what have vou, and one thing
<
s 0 . . .
~ i will lead to another." But he was c¢etting himself
AT, c s . . .
gggig, i into & nosition of being one of the ranking Americans
hd ! v .
ﬁiﬂ P - . i 3 a i i 3
VN ; that could very soon be described as a dissident and
23 | : .
I end up in the slammer against the wall.
a1
- '
: As some of the company people that were around
as !
{

the Zmbassy, would very plainly t=211 vou, their view

. B NS A
gt @B e Ymyimeuw s e oo uuBUS
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15
! :
| : . . . . |
of the island at that time was like Communist China, i
I
2 that if vou picked your nose at the wrong time, you
3 went up against the wall, and believe me, there were
: more people cshot by accident Zown there than there
w l |
= 5 |
Py ! were on purpose.
i .
- 6 Mr. Triplett. All right.
§ .
] 7 During this period of time in Cuba --
~ : . . .
s 84 The Witness. (Interposing) I wonder if I can
~ |
< 9 borrow one of your cigarettes? ‘
c 1
- 10 |
z 1 i Mr. Triplett. There. You have two. (Handing.) !
= The Witness. Thank vou. !
. ‘ Mr. Triplett. During this period of time in
Lz .
= 13 : : . .
- w Cuba, Aid you have any dealings with TFran): Fiorini?
= l
& 14y . .
« i The Witness, I thin} I encountered him once '
& ! i
£ 3 : : : !
] # or twice 1in the Havana Air Base. i
= : !
3 18 | i
o Mr. Triplett. What was the naturc of those !
= :
0 17 ' ’
- i encounters? i
= | l
18 |
& The Witness. Oh, probabhlv ten secconds of chit—chnq
Eoe . |
~ v and what have you, and that was it. ;
c N
: | . . . ;
i Mr. Triplett. Had you met hir nreviously? i
t 4
PR '
5;;; I The Witness. WNo. I had heard of him. Tha fact
b7 2 | i
YN i 15, he was one of the people I was very cauticus with, !
23 | i
§§In ny mind's eye and later, I was in country, I was 5
2 | ’.
i able to verify who the U. S. operatives were, hut I :
25 1 . :
- -I . . ] -'\‘l“ (& R 54 !
.lwas in a bit of an enigma there. gO00US4 a
i o e A SRR TEELRE S S R A SES S . :
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I had been advised informally.

46

I had becen visited

by people at an early date when I was on the island

and quite informally told over a beer that nobody

the Embassy was to be trusted.

These are the kind

in

of

situations where you are looking over your shoulder,

and there is a bloody wall with bullet holes in

and herc thesc people are talking business that can

get you shot.

There is no way to prove who they are, or what have

you.

it,

You really do not know who they are.

Hr. Triplett. So this is how you categorized,

in your mind at least, Frank Fiorini, ot that ti

The Witne

ss. (Mo response.)

Mr. Triplett. How about --

The Vitne
close to Morg:
accidentally w

was who on the

Ss. (Interposina) ‘Vell,

n, by the summer of 1257,

as in a position to rcally

-«

1it parade, and he quite

would ask me what side I was on.

once I g
he quite
“now wh

frequent

ne?

ot

O

iy

Mr. Trivlett. Well, you knew at that time that

Wwilliam Morgan was working with American

did you-not?

The Witness. Well, I suspectecd it,

not know where American Intelligence was

Intelli

hut I a4

bacause

gen

id

xr
m.l

impression in 19259 was that they were bending over
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backvards to make sure Castro stayecd there. I am an
observer from the inside seeing how that outfit,
Castro's outfit, could have becn dismantled on very

short notice. m"here was no other American on the

I can tell you that Castro could have been taken
out in 1959 guite easily, but somebody did nct want
it to occur.

Mr. Triplett. Well, because of that posgition

you were in then, obviously, you were approached for

[

information?

The Witness. I had the impression that quite &

few of the ranking Cubans felt that they had the covert

backing of the United States government. You now,
this business of running the "Cuha sce TYankee now,”
and this whole business, and in informal friendly
conversations in my travels, T found that some of
these pecople intimated they were in contact with the

United States government and that all of this was

cye-wash because that is how the game had to b

W

T Hs
Lllg‘.) .

[

This was very disconcerting to me.

Mr. Triplett. By the way, were you married when

PR -
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D
1 when you were in Cuba?
2 The Witness. I married a Cuban girl there.
3

Mr. Triplett. When you left Cubha, 4id she come

4 out with you?
w . .
- 5 The Witness. No. She was 1in Dprison.
™~
]
a & Mr. Triplett. Is she still in prison?
- .
s~ 7 The Witness. MYever heard anything since the
s 8 | Bay of Pigs. Well, shortly after the Bay cof Pigs,
L]
1
. 1 . . .
¢ 1 I was able to communicate by telephone with her one
c i i
~ 10 3
z time.
£
s :
= 1 lir. Triplett. You said the first time you were
ER
” 12 arrected when we were talking about this previous
¢z .
e B arrest. !
2 g .
- Vere vou arrested a second time?
=R .
= 13 : The Witness. And, a third. }
g | : )
. oy |
P Mr. Trinlett. All right. ;
-u:' 17 | H
.o Describe the second arrest, please. :
5 ‘
o 13 . . !
= ) The Witness. The second arrest was near :
0 | i
= 15| . . . . :
2 i San hAntonio de Los Banos 2Zir Basce, and I was bwiclc: !
]
g 10| : , o o !
~ i up by DPifar, an investigation division of the |
= P : |
= | armed forces, and taken to La Cabana fortrces. !
’-r; 41 : ’
N ! Morgan's intervention caused my release a few weeks :
2 | "
ﬂ after that. The third time was on departure, attempted
2¢;! L
» departure from Jose larti airport, Rancho Doyeros
25 ! ;
: airport. I was picked up by a liecutenant in the 5
i o | |
et Wy e S DIRA S TS L IR A S A :
B Vi"'r“n- . . R A W .
BAN 0 Wiy Bt : -,
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secret police anﬁ taken back to the sccret police
headquarters for a couple of days

Mr. Triplett. When was that?

The Witness. That was prohably August: late

gust of '6C.

Mr. Triplett. Did vou subseguently leave Cuba?

The Witnass. TFlew to Mexico City. That was
on a Mexican airlines flight.

Mr. Triplett. When was 1t?

The Witness. About September of '60.

Mr. Triplett. ©Did you remain in Mexico City for
somne time?

The Witness. About two weels.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any contacts in
Mexico City?

The Witness. I had contact with peonle that
had been referred to me by Che Cuavrra.

Mr. Triplett. Who, specifically, were thev?

The Witness. One, I understood to he
Sylvia Doran, but it is not the same woman as far
as I know.

Mr. Triplett. Someone that worked at the
Cuban Embassy?

The Witness. Yes. I knew her to he -- she

worked at the Cuban Embassy, but I visited her at

B oo Yy mows o e or
. - ..-}7 . Y . : LR )
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her home. I understood her to be a Cuban. She

was one of my principal contacts with the'

Cuban Embassy in iexico City. The other contacts

were Nicaraguan revolutionary leaders in Mexico City.
Mr. Triplett. UWhat was the purpose for having

contacts with the Cuban Embassy?

The Witness.
group that I was a member of.

lir. Triplett. This was after you left

then?

The Witness. Yes. These wver

2 th

D]

pcovlie that

o

I had trained. This information was S

(=

ven to CIA
just a few weeks later in California.

tr. Triplett. Getting hack toc Cuha for
moment, what Americans were vou in contoct wi
than Bill Morgan while you were in Cuka in 19602

The Witness. That I k%new by their real nancs.
That would be Don S50ldini, Franl Shea, Jack Cannon
or Jack Shea, as he was known,
Paul I!Tughes, Leslie Rradley -- I probably ran into
Neil McCauley -- I

had a casual encounter with

Meil McCauley, casual encounter with Noward

[ el

savis,

ancé the casual cncounter with Nall at

Trescornea.
Mr. Traivlett. Did you ever have any cncounters

with Santo Trafficante?

AT VS 1L
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|
1 The Witness. Just the one time at Trescornea.
2 I looked into the cell, and I was told who he was.
1 I did not know him from Adam. 'z was jusi another
. Spanish-sounding name to me.
ped S‘ I knew Frank Cmmick. T knew two guvs that usecd
~
1 0
z , the names of Bobh Brown and Bob McClormic!: that were
i Q
S friends of Morgan's from Toledo.
e
S . June Cobb, I Xnew her. Anastasia Sokolawska,
§ g
.3 I knew her.
<
c
- 10 Mr. Triplett. Could vou spzll that for the
g
e ,]! reporter, please?
= !
= I
w)
2 3 The Witness. Yes,
; T S-o-k-o-l-a-w-s-k-a.
: i
— i
2 oag Identified by NIUAC as a Castro courier at a
Z i
€ j:i later date.
s
- |
G 1 . N - s .
€ g on Mr. Triplett. You mentioned a 1list of Americans
- li
w 7 P that you ¥new hv name.
I~ i
S 18 I How about those that you knoew only by code
o |
= 13 } name or by some other designation?
o~
|
c | . .
S 20| The Witness. Well, a first nare.
|
_ ::h Well, I knew Jimmy Gentry. He wacs a lieutenant
S
'
y&zﬁZZ; in the Air Torce, James Gentry. T stayed at his
]
23 " apartment in Mavana. Then I spent some time with
i
24% Gentry just before the Bay of Pics here in Miami.
it
2 |

Others of first names, ther

€ was another "Jimmy."

The tgwds“q “Georgek ™ T PHesc aré like fhve minates &{}ﬂ
z - s et e e e e i . RN o et 1 \ -

1 (€€Z 9¥) VOSH :uoT3297T0) MIr ‘Adod sduazajyoy

<,

}-2




Sraft cashed?

52
i . P <
1Y standing in a hotel lobby or a har. "I am a Irlenc
2 of so-and-so," and a quiclh chat and gonc.
3 Mr. Trinlett. Very well.
N Why 4o we not take a short break to give the
i
“ !
z 3 reporter a rest?
T
a 6 (Short recess.)
o~
~ 7 Mr. Triplett. On the recorc.
o
s 8 Getting back to the period of time you spent in
~ I
< S 19605, Aid vou have any contact with Lopez Fresguet?
c
g 10, The Witnecs. Yes, I ¢&id. One contact at the
§
= i { National Bank. No. I had to cash 2 bank ¢raft at
2R
® 121 chase, Chase Bank, and I went to -- I forget -- to
[ 34 v
= |
§ 13 i sce somebody, and I ended up seeing him. To facilitate
s |
-] 1
u e ! the money because there were currcncy controls,
=
& 13 ¢, you could not get it in U.S. dellars 2nd I neaded it
= !
e« 3 . . 3 3 -
. s ﬂ in U.S. dollars. I got it in »asog which T had to
a 5|
- "l convert into U.S. dollars by blach machat means
:.:l“ A ] E
-~ a 4
Fa | latar on.
&
= 13 | . e iyt A -
= { Mr. Trinlett. He facilitated your getting the
S g
= 20 t
t
i

R
e The Witness. Yes.
{ =
G& 22
AN ! Mr. Triplctt. Diéd you nave any other contact:o
] -
23 |
| with him?
22 i
4 The Witness. (Nodded negatively.)
ac i
-

o
"
A
b

Mr. Triplett. How about David Phillipps

- . . .
W e E Nowmeem wom o e o
L . : S : R Y
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The Witness. Yo. I have talked to him on the
phone, but I have never met him personally. I have
seen a picture of him. e kind of reminds me of
Paul Bethel, but I would have roemembered him unless
he was wearing a uniform.

I &id encounter people in U.S. Military uniforms
who =-- they are a little harder to distinguish who
is who with their hats on and what have you.

Mr. Triplett. When you said you talked to

David Phillipps on the telephone, was that while

you

were in Cuba?

The Witness. No. This is just in the

}-J
&
1G]
(a2

couple years.

Mr. Triplett. Did he contact you, or did you

contact him?

The Witness. o. I contacted him. T was

pursuing an investigation relevant to a lawsuitg
against CIA by Zell Mortgage, and he clarified a

couple of points on that for me.

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any contact with

Faul Dethel when vou were in Cuba?

The Witness. I may have run into him one time

outside the Imbassy, and I belicve at that time, I

would have shied awvay from him. The last time I

was anywhere near the Embassy, I was getting photographs

H ¢ .71.‘;}&‘ o ,"". ) Sw ‘5 .- et ™ o .4' - . . “,. . -
R : ey "\@@,Q ¢
. (€€Z 9Y) VOSH :uoTIDOTTO0) NIr ‘Adod JDUITIIIY  psen ‘:;' ;i‘j *iiti




o)

!
A
!
! for my Cuban diplomatic passport. While I was waiting |
2 . . e |
at a restaurant, which is across the street from the ;
3 Embassy, I may have seen him or somebody clse. !
|
. 3 . . t
- These people had been described to nme by Cuban l
!
w o |
o Intelligence quite extensively, who the hell the
i
& .
w o0 were. So I knew who to stay away from.
E .
o~ 7 Mr. Triplett. Did you, on any occasion, ever
= )
L H . . . .
s 331 see Phillipps or Bethel or Lopez Presguet in the
o~
d 5 company of Frank Fiorini?
[~
- . . - ;
= ia ; The Witness. ©No. I would not have paid -- well, |
= '
g |
= H i I would have paid attention to it.
(2]
. . . o .
. i Fiorini, the only times I saw him, he was wiil
¢z
= !
- “3 1 R A . D) :
e 1 other Cubans, with Diaz Lanz at the air hase. Then, ;
2 ! !
" il I would be standing maybe thrce or four pecople away. ;
[- 4 i H
- : [
=R R . : - e - . :
= : Mr. Triplectt. Did you ever sce II. Howard Hunt !
-— [}
i o '
= 13y . - !
B | in Cubar g
«a 17! . . ] !
- : The Ulitness. Not that I directly recall becaune |
. i
2 g ;
£ I saw him one time here in Ilawvana at the E
v H
E ]9 l - : T ~ [] - !
~ ' 30th of 'lovember organizaticn in December of '61. |
c i
s 0 . . . l
' Mr. Triplett. To clariiy that -- "lere in :
2 :
1:%; 1 Ilavana" or -- :
N \ ;
</ 2 i
‘ The Witness. (Interposing) to. ‘lere in Miani. !
27 i !
i In December of '6l, he showed up at 30th of Hovembﬁr
2% | :
1 headquartcrs, and I recognized him at the time. The
23 ii ;
i first time I saw him, you know, he was speaking Spanish.
- % -45: Gy, v e 5 1 .'-."5, '.'"." -~ e ’ DR T1.11 T (98
BN 0 AT T e R I u._b_bUGO_--
. e T ommm e mmes T — -. ~ . . "" 5 \.
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I thought he was just onc of

with an
that th
Spanish
the way
sounds

I

in time

to me that he was talking to somecbody

nearby.

Mr

American

—~
=3

e guy 1
quite often.
the

like an

thought I knew

;, but I

. Triplctt.

accent,

a Gringo or a

Spanish pronounce

American having

Well,

you

When you hear

[

the

-

him from

was not sure winere.

r
£

the

i1csh

or

-~
o)

o

T

else

have vou later cdete

if vou knew him from somewhere previousliv?

The

Mr

"Tho elsa
The Vitness.

in the States was at the 30th of Movembar hcadquarters.

I think
Garardo

them,

Witness.
. Triplett.

?

the guy

de Burleyv,

and Manny Chavez,

tTho was

Well,

with him was

(phonetic),

the one

was

I think

e
clme I

(Nodded negatively.)

T saw

I think

there,

him when he went to the 30th of "ovenhe
Mr. Triplett. Yas Diaz Lanz there?
The Witness. Ho.
Mr. Trinlett. Tlow aboul Frank Tiorini
rank Sturgis?
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Mr. Triplett. Have

ot
~e

e
r
-

ou evor worxied
Frank Fiorini, Sturqis?

The Witness. Well, my opinion of Fiorini, just
prior to the Day of Pigs and activities throughout
'61l to '63 was he was creating a pattern of decging
my tracks, quite obviously, and the firct encounter
beine¢ May of 1961 after the Bav of Pigs. Ye showazd
up at Sanchez Arango's Juanta des Lihoracion MNacional
headquarters on YNinth and Flagler

The circumstances of his arriv

[Ed

-
an

(7]

-
“d

+. - 1.
the commanitz

he made at the time, I assumed he was workinc for

-

some government agancy. Ie just seemed to bhe aware

-

of too many things because alnors 11y, T

checked with the Cubans that 1ran the crganization,

-

and¢ thevy had not invited him. Thewy were surprisad

to find him there, and they ware being cantious with

him hacause they were alicned with Lthe mob peenle,

Trafficante's neopnle.

0n

They were working ag2tting sunnor:t from Plato Cox
and Osmond Mondy and what have you, the IHuches --
wvhat later was determined to be some tvpe of 'Tughes
interest rather than a government interest. The
americans I met in conjunction with that particular
organization were rather unsympathetic to government
Intelligence and law enforcemeént agencies where

gthe

"t'ndard attltude,'as you had POHV“B atioushwith
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Americans in this business, was if they were

Intelligence personnel, they had an antagonism towards
the law enforcement, the Burzau, or what have vyou and
showed a due respect to the Intcllicence community,

where these pecople showed disdain towardsz beoth CIA

Mr. Triplett. All right.

Getting back to my question, have you aver worled
with Frank fiorini?

The Witness. He attempted to maintain a liaison
with my small group of people, and we wbrked a

™o

number of plans tocether as far as rursuing the

preparation of the Cuban exiles and their training

and some of the people that were associzted with me
at the time as instructors, had at one time worled

with Pranlt and Masferrer, and very e
I was advised that if I continucd a relati

with Franl, they were not going to he a part of i
So I haé to make a choice between T

determined to be somewhat lacking in nowledge and

skills that one should have in the busin

0
0
ut
.

I was about to lose some of ny ex-special forces

instructors because they were not happv with Frank.

50 I had conversations with himfrom tima to

[

on a very guarded basis.
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Mr. Triplett. Now, who was it specifically
that told you to break off relations with TFrank?
The Witness. Richarcd Watley, Rekert Willis,

llowaré Davis.
Mr. Triplett. Approximately what time period

did they tell you to break off these relations?
The Witness. That would have b=2cn in

Mr. Triplett. All right.

The Vlitness. They related a number of

unsuccessful ventures with Frank where he had been

offered extensive financing and cquinment by mob

13

figures and had waffled and worled h

S W

a
‘Llo
i

Yy out of
commitments ané avoided activity and continuously

associated with Riaz Lanz who was

of two PT type vessels and unknown numher of veapons

and equipment, who was more or leoss

to the fact that they were never going to cven male

an attempt to leave Miami or involve themsclves in

anything if the government was not backing them

- ot 8

[
W

Mr. Triplett. Aside from Pcdro Diaz

Marcos Diaz Lanz, wvho were the other Cubans that

were associating with Frank Sturgis at that ¢

[l

nz?

The Witness.

Alex Rorke; Frank and his people were attempting to

irm vp a liaison at one time or another with

PRSI -

1, (€€7 O¥) VOSH :uoTIDATT0) NIr ‘Adod adusznzoy

then under contrel

s c¢hviouzly resion

Off and on, ex-major Diego Panecque

A

May ol 170

cu

N =t . . 'y A .",'~,\- 7




{a ]
9

!
!
!
1 Mareellino Garcia of the Orlandoc Dosch group that . i
2 involveé Major Tvallio Dugue who had bezen a cuerrilla i
. . . . |
3 leader against Tatista and later =against Castro in !
i
s Escambray.
s gl . e snccant. |
- s ‘ Larrv NDe Josephs, an American of Ttalian descont, ;
by b T
]
- 9 married to a black Naitian that had NMaitian interests
g |
« 7 at heart.
.
s 8 That is about it. ‘
~ |
< 9 He did@ not have a large entourage at the tinme. {
[ H .
- {
z 10 Mr. Triplectt. Ilow about Rolando Macsferrer? i
it :
G . |
= The Witness. lasferrer repeatedly advised I
g“i | 1
= l against any extensive contact with Tranlt Sturgis. !

—
[}

Hr. Triplett. Advised ycou?

The Yitness. Yes.

Mr. Triplett. Of those people you mentioned,

REPORTERS BUTLDTHG,

—
O~

which of them are still in this arca’

Larry ne Josephs, unknown whereabouts. Alex Rorkc,

- | :

w17 . . . . -
. '! The Witness. Yell, Marcoellino Garcia cdied. !
i
5 z
b M :
E i They have a commando outfit named after him, a !
7] .
1

= sl : C .

F %" terrorist group. Bosch is in Venerucla. Pancgue {
S | 1
» Tt is in Nicaragua with a terrorist groupn. |
i .
Al !
: 1

.if
\.
]
1]

~ { missing. Frank Melson is in Naw Yorl City. i
23 1 i
i Mr. Triplett. At any time, did vou ever work :
24 '
i with E. loward HMunt?
q¢ | :
) % The Witness. No. I have never mcht him formally

2y, (E€7 9Y) VOSH :uOTIVITT0D NIf ‘Adod 2duaxd3oy |gg
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face-to-face on an introduction hasis.
Mr. Triplett. Have you met him informally?

The itness. No, but peaople have commented th

= b
Sl e

(>4

he was aware of what I was doing, and

cncounter in the 20th of Moverher headquarters whovg,

J=de

n 2ffect, Howard Hunt was runnincg that navrt of CIA

Y TaY

that was instructed to dismantle all non-agency
onerations and supply information te the law
enforcement authorities to disrupt +this tvyna of

activity and Howard Hunt's visit to 20th of Movem!

Movember
was to deliver a payroll sheect and the funds to

attempt to divorce that organization from our

instructor cadre.

Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, was --

v Bl 4
The Witness. (Interposing) Ille was sabotaging

all of ocur efforts.
Mr. Triplett. To your knowledoe, was !Howard !
and Frank Sturgis working together at tihat
The !Titness. I would have never -- 1

recollection that there would be an ascociation.

Other than that, they appeared to be doing the

S aing

thing, spying upon non-agency operations and attempting

to disrupt and co-oped these operaticns away from my

group or any other independent group.

pos

Mr., Triplett. You mentioned that Howard

‘#‘&;‘ EETE o5 MRS ‘Su TITEETAST v o eTim
A S RS : .
Ny
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Y
’-l

!
. |
‘ worlking for the CIA at that time. t
2 !
- Do you know, or have you subsequently learnec |
k| . ;
- who Frank Sturgis was working for at that time?
4 . . .
N The Witness. Subseguently, ny determination 135
z s !
. v, ! .
by that he has since Day One heen working for :
'
& .
w0 Army Intelligence, that his case officers have always
=
S .
/ . . . . -
N been military Intelligence personnel, never CIA. !
- | l
P 3 . .
s : Mr. Triplett. Who were these case officexs? !
o~ i
1 |
s 5 . . . - A . !
2 | The "itness. I believe one you would consider |
|
~ 10 . . . . ;
c a case officer would have been Sam Xail. This 1s |
g l
=z n . . . . . ;
% information that came to me while I was still in i
L
-
= 19 H
o Cuba as to when they were at that time cenouncing |
= 43 . . : C e |
= i Captain Rojou, Diaz Lanz, Fiorini and what have you, i
X
< i for having testified before the Senate ia 1559, and E
= ; !
£ 1= K
= S , . |
o :i then later the leaflet drop in October of '59. :
g b ‘
b= B :
= ‘ I+t was common conversation amongst the various !
0 11 ' . '
- % Intelligence personnel of the Cuban government as to !
4 i
= ] :
e who Frank had been working for or with inside the i
= 1 l !
s !
~ Cmbassy and thevy were strangers tc me, but the names l
g |
S 4G
S 2
! werc discussed at that time. !
L .
e 1T . . ;
zkﬁ:zr ; Mr. Triplett. 2Any other names besides i
R 1T 'i
¢ 1 Colonel ail? i
23 P
i .
i The Witness. Sam Kail because he was, I believe, |
“4 " .
- |D
1 the military attache at the time was quite well known
|li q
g

¢ to Castro's government people. Other names came up.

- N .',:q:!‘. - 3w ?; L e I « - p -3
AR L I e .
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The guy that had been the Consul in Santiago.

not recall his name. I thin% the name Tarl

came up. The name Bill Caldwell cam2 un.

four others.

I would just have to go bacl to tne fi

refresh those names because they were meople that

was not acquainted with. They were

just names

I had scen photographs of sorme of these people

o8 |

Mr. Triplett. Just to make the reccord clear,

wvhen we talk about Frank Fior

'.l.

we are talking about one and the samc
that corrcct?

The Witness. Right.

That namec, Sturgis, was first givan
I'BI in 1261. One of my case officers fr
clarified who Sturgis, who Fiorini, wa
you, which caused me to heliswe that 4
cooperating with the Burecau at that

not have occurred.

Mr. Triplett. Getting bhac to vour laz

Cuba and going to Mexico City, how lonz 4did

in HMexico City?

The Witness. Probably about thisce weelk

Mr. Triplett. You sav one of

o . . S SRR L A A T %
e 4! HEARD L e A P T |
Yrhy . d AR .

R e e
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! woman named Sylvia Duran?

2 The Witness. That is the name che used. I met
3 her and rececived funding and comnunications from her
4

5 No. Colonia Cuauvhtemoc, one of the suburirzn areas
é in Mexico.
7 Mr. Trinlett. And, she was an cmplovee at khe

Cuban Tmbassy?

A The Witness. She was attached to the Cuban

—
(=]

Embassy.

o~
—

Mr, Triplett. Illowever, it is your belief that

1Z 4 she was a Cuban as opposed to HMexican?
|
i
13 The Witness. I understood her to he a Cubkan,
i
4 and I think I met with her four or five times, and
131 that was it.

REFORTIRS BUTLDTNG, WASHYNGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) SSh-2345

[¢]}

] i tir. Triplett. What was the sourcs of {he moncey
= |
“ -
i 71 she gave vou?
- i
-l :
[ 1 . .
= '8 l The Witness. These monies came from Cuba to tho
«©
}
- 13 . .
g g Imbassy in pouchr and then were given Lo her to pase
S .
& ® | onto me.
N E )
= i Mr. Triplett. So you werae still, aven aftoers
2] am
#q; =4 leaving Cuba, purporting to worl for the Zuban
t
22!
#t* government?
f
¢ . . .
: The Uitness. Richt.
i
18 |

Hr. Triplett. Now, what did you do after vou

e V.o X cre oSty .. PRI .
[N NN ! .

ey @&?2

wd

at her unstairs apartment in Colonia Ancwuk, (phonatlic]




i were large amounts of U.S. currency

.il s . .. . 3
o 3 . r‘!‘h .- e e ‘1 _"7' . e
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(¥4
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l
!
!

] 2
} received this money?
z The "Jitness. The pressure hy the Mexican Fedara?
3 Police against the Micaraguan, Ceskz Rican, HNonduran,
3 Cuatemalan revolutionaries was guite inteansc. There
(5] . \
5 3 had been attempts to kidnap them on more than one
o~
)
5 6 occasion. There had been a counrle shocting incidents,
rol
< 7 and they were in a mild state of panic and reorcanirzatic
§ & ! They were prone to want to leave me in charge of
o~
< v evervthing in Mexico City while they disappearad¢ into
c
z 19 | the woodwork for awhile, since I was direct liaison
2 .
2, |
= M i with the Cuban Embassy and had actually carried a
c:-g
* 12} letter from Che Guevrra to Mexico City that I was
— e . . - . .
= 13 i belng nominated to reorganize the strata there in
= |
= T4 . . . . .
- ' Mexico City and then attempt to locate training sites
o :
« .
= 1 fl . . . s " - . .
€ 'Y 1n lMexico or British londuras and then later facilitate
=
o s ﬂ arms acqguisition through Texas and Arizona for _
i o !
. | thesa people. i
‘ L}
E p{| !
- -] . . - |
= i Mr. Triplett. Iow much money did you reccive frowm
w !
= 1e :
fd f Sylvia Duran?
g *cﬂ
o ° u The Witness. Oh, not more than four cr five
1
Ay
==_."" ! hundred dollars. This was subsistence money for myscli..
3 :at-';i?' Il 2
22T e ‘J
D b y 3
AN } How, I transferrcd monies that were given to me. I
1
2z i '
4 did not have to sign a receint and they were in seoaled
'
2: Y
v envelopes. I saw the envelopes opened
g
ag b
a0
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were delivered directly to the 1caraguans that the

-

were addressed to.
Mr. Triplett. THow long did you rcrmain in Menico?
The Witness. Just about three wechs.
Mr. Triplett. Where did you co from thecre?

The "itness. I flew from iexicc City to Monterey.

Mr. Triplett. Is this Monterey

(]
e
[
(9]
o
C
a}

Monterey, California?

The Yitness. Monterey, Mexico and then laid
over there for a few hours. Then I caught a f£light
to San Ahtonio, Texas. Then hitch-hiked from
San Antonio, Texas to California.

Mr. Triplett. Was this with the knowledge o0f the

The Witness. MYWo. This was ny cttenmpt to disanpe

IS
b~

for a short pexriod of time, z2nd T had been viven
information that I could go to Ceniral america for

the training syllabus, start the training syllabkus in
Tonduras, look for the new camps in Ivitish "oncduras
or in Yucatan Teninsula or ¢o Cdirectly to ny arms

~—

contacts by traveling to Chicago first and meetine wit

[

people in Chicago, or I could try the trade union

route, the idea being sewing all this tcgeither.

e

So onc of my contacts was ilarry Dridges andé cncs

I was in California --

Sy HRE B PE L B
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17
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Mr. Triplett. (Interposing! So that would have

o
(7
)
3
|..l
o]
6]

San Trancisco?

The Witness. Yo. I met larry Bridges in
Los Angeles. I called his office in San Francisco,
and he had &usiness a couple days T think shorily
thereafter, and I met him in, I think, Tl Segundco

which is just outside of Los Ange

o
—
o
8]
—
}.A
it
o
=5
'.l
w

T
(o)
\‘1

Angeles bhusiness Igent, San Pedro -- no. I net
him in fan Pedro near the docks.
Mr. Triplett. Would this have been arcund the

and of 1960°?

The Witness. That would be -- nc. Cctobher, 12460

v
-
.

Mr. Trinlett. Did you receive any sunport from
Illarry RBricdgyes:

The Witness. The conversation with llarry Dridg
was rathcecr guarded. Me was quite inverested 1
events. The meeting lasted mavhe four or five hours,
briefing on what had been transpiringe, wvhat was
happaning in Cuba.

e was not happy with what was haprpening in
Cuba. There wverce conrnments as to the nresidentizl
campaion that was under way; wherc vas Cuba headed:

Te was disconcerted to find that th
was working with were not hapny with
receiving support from Castro, that cla
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Che GCuzvrra had arranged for their support, that --

2 at this vpoint in time, there had keen landings in
3 Guatemala and landings in Nicaragua and Costa Ricea

s e wanted to know what was happening.

3 Was this an independent cperation, cr was Cuba

° cgiving support?

7 I had to explain to him that as far as the pooplc

I°| trade union nmovemant. I'e advis

not be carrying with me, but I would b2 told where

-

~)

go in central America and who to s5ee Lo Jiscuss this

type of sunport, thaet his organization was not really

intercstad in duplicating Castre's effort, but if

—
[N}

Mr. Triplett. WWhat did you do as

‘3,, Castro was not cupporting these people, then thevw
!

18 i would he in a position to ¢ive somz: sunporg.
l

17‘
i

employment after arriving and

Los MAngeles area?

300 7T STREET, S. M. NEPORTERS SULLDING, HASHTIGTON, D, C, 20020 (202) S§54-23nS

The Witness. Well, in tha T.os Mnwoclcs

ot

VAN =)
1

stayed with my family.

Mr. Triplett. By "family," vou refer to

vour

*
“

| parents?
1
1

N
[38

The Witness. Parents. 2And, through ene Ffamily

central

1
.

i that had e:xtensive missionary activitv in
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; 63
!
1] America, specifically Guatemala, I attemnted to
2 utilize the Yazarenc Church facilitics to facilitate
3 my activities in central America.
E] Mr. Triplett. Which family was this?
Lid . .
z & The Witness. The Dodd family; D-o-2a-d.
T
o I had grown up with them, went througlh kindergartej
~ . . .. :
s 7 on up. Their church had been affiliated with fcraign
S 8 missions and what have you.
<
S 9{ Mr. Triplett. What is Mr. Dodd's firslk nanrz?
c
- lol The Yitness. Ray Dodd is the old man.
g !
o
= Cladys Dodd is the mother, and the boyvs that I grew
5
= 2 ur with are Art and Yes Dodd.
z 13} Art Dodd later married a Guatemazlan girl that he i
- i
— l .
= ¢ met. Ile made a number of trips to Cuatemala back
= |
A " in '54 and since then. In fact, two of his wife's i
g i 3
o ; brothers, I recruited. It scems that they alrcady
= ;
ﬂ i7 | had been exposed to some type of activity in Cuatcmala.i
Ly i :
Pt 1 | . o
z 8 l I recruited them and they became guerrillas at a later %
[7e] | !
E b } date in Guatemala. !
1 .
S 40| !
S 0| Mr. Triplett. All right. ‘
11 ! !
:ﬁ;-' : ‘hat were your activitics though? ;
o . ;
’” ' H
Sz i . . . ;
VA SR Jere you traveling back and forth to Cuatemalsz, '
3! : i
| or were you employed in Los Angeles? i
“’; That were you doing during that period of time?
ac |

H . . . !
) The Witness. Well, my first intent was to cec '
1

H
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|
!
! how extensive the support facilities -- I mean, 1in \
|
2 llavana, pecople talked quite 2 bit abecut what type
3 of backing they had all over the world, in the |
4§ vUnited States, Canada, and what have you.
:
" I : : C 1 - T, ,
sz 3 The fact is, Canadians paid for myself and the
T
- 8 other ilicaraguans, the money that was roguired to
: .
~ 7 get my people cut of Cuba. Iy Micarayuan, Sandinc
s 8 people out of Cuba was paid for by Canadian Oil
< ‘ }
< 9 ncople. l
< i.
= 19, I was under the impression that these revoluticnar]
g ! {
2 I
= 1 croups had extensive support in the tanited States, !
2 |
= i but it was contingent upon their success in certain |
- - ]
€ | !
— + B . . . . . . . .
e 3 military activities in their particular countries as !
— 1 i
= ! ‘
1 - v . ~- - '
: i h to how much the support would be in the future. ow |
x i |
£ !° 1y successful would determine how much cupport they weve |
& ! |
< . . !
_ 13“ going to vet. ?
:‘; 17 l r . . . . . - i
) | I felt it would be guite interesting te [ind ocut ;
p ! i
N s | . . . :
= l exactly who was supporting these pcople and what theiy |
©w |
: ’- - . N I
£ 7l armed sources were in the whole thing, and this is :
- ) i
s 10 . 1 . !
- | one case where I was convinced that were, noi in thoe
2 _ o a
nggﬁr i Cuban case, that these particular individuals I was '
53 .. :
AN | dealing with on the anti-Somosa business were a little !
)
a5 i i
i it more straightforward than anv of the Cubans had i
:4 Ei ) i a9 .
. been and would be a good arm as far as c¢iving cover to
ac |

building
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~J

! revolutionaries in another country and raising the

2 banner of a new revolution and then, at a later dJdate
3 because we had discussed this. I mean, wo are in the
+ i same cecll together, not very happy, in Cuba.

E 3 Ta had even openly discussed that at one noint
o~
i
v in time in operations they said ' wossikly in Guatemalu
L
‘; - - . - : 3 '{ - 4 } " t s, hao Ty tl 3 %
c 7 or lionduras, and I insisted i1t hau to de within
L
S 8 i MNicaragua itself, in the Segovias, in the mountaing,
< i
o
4 9 that they raise ‘the banner of Castre “etraying the
e '
- i0 3 revolution and using this as a device teo hring all
(=] H
= H
= .o - -
= U d of the Castro followers that wer iisenchanted would
= I
vl !'
= a2 J maxe their wav there.
(: ‘
= i
= 13} The president of Honduros at that time had given
- i
L "
= ' :
= N 4§ safe-conduct sanctuary and aided and ahetted thesc
wi
x |
E i3 % revolutionaries considerably in the past throuchout
< f
® g i 19503 = '59 and 'f0. The president of Yonduras at
-“ - ‘ . .
“ 17| that time was of the same mind. The information that
= |
= 8% was given to me, that he was of the same mind that
[ ] '
" I
£ 19! castro had betrayed the revolution and that something
~ '
|
<
s 20 | had Lo be done about it
L] - ! [N 2 : . .
|
]
_ i I faolt that as I had acqguirad cortain limized
5:%; ,
£, ". J e . . .
7= << j skills that should I present this packaes to some
i
23

4 agency of the U. 5. government, then T bh

Ad 0 .
“ 1 5311 of the facts, no rumecrs, nothing huet facts and
"
25 |
» nave actually dealt with all of the nersecnalities and
'El' :‘...!k,... e '!. “ _3’ AT..:.. " ~" ) .o r
! UG S
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heen on the rcal estate that is being discussced.

‘ Now, %+his is what I &id at a later Azxta with
3 CIA in California, but this was a casc wheve T felt
4
i that cven though word had reacued us in Cuba that
w =|
-4 1 .
- '! Somosa and the Guatemalan government ware ackiwvely
]
o3 .
w0 supporting the interests of the former Datista and
~ .
<
N sone diseffected former rebels as far zc giving thers
~ 3 .
b= i traininc sites and what have vou, thesc wers still
o~
1
S A N . . .
2 I in the planning, discussion stagss, as far as we
> 10 . o . .
z detornined when T was still in Cuba, that they had
<
= N . .
= activated these sites or what have vou.
2 .
= a2 . .
o mhe fact is that one of the things Che Cuevrra
S N was interested in is that if he cave sunnort to the
=
E 14 )
@ i hoys in Costa Rica and Jlonduras that wers fighting
x
g
=] ﬁ Somosa and *he groups that were eperating in Mouico
= ! ’
e 1 1 . )
=  against Guaterala and vice vorsa, thaot they would
w 17 !|
o ! supply Cuba Tntelligence as to what tha Gusanos were
= 13
& doing, what the counter-revolutionaries were doing,
L .
=~ 1 and they did.
<
S 20 |
Mr. Triplett. Now, getting back to this period
a1
e . . : ~ - . )
=2 ! of time, what role, if any, ¢id vyou play in tae
Ll

hY

it

preparation for the Day of Pigs invasion?

mhe Witness. MNone whatsoever.
24
i Mr. Trinmlett. Were you awarc that that asctivity
ag

i was g01nc on?

-
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o
‘ I
1 mhe Witness. I was aware of most of what was §
|
) coing on. {
|
. ~ . S o i
1 Hr. Triplett. Were you ever anproached to ascist ‘
3 in the preparations?
2 5% mhe Witness. MNo. When I was 3till in Californiu
p i
()
i ‘
i s I in February of '61, I had gone bacl into parachuting
E 7 and in fact, gave somec parachute instructions to a |
§ 5 few people that I felt would he handy to have in I
<
™
S S central America at a later date.
c
s 10 I had cstablished contact with csome animal i
[=] |
-
g - 4= = ; o 4+ 4- I f ] A1l fiely 2
= N transporters, transporters of tropica.i ricsh anc
3 '
= | . , ) . s e .
= 1 ‘ animals from the Amazon and with a staging Sase 1in i
(44
= i o, s . . . .
S 134 pritish Monduras. At this point 1in time, I got werd
S . .
= ¢ § through some of my sources that thingygs wore rapidly
£ 131 warming up in Cuatemala and 'licaragua.
5 | = & -
h N ‘
5=, H
= | . . . . )
= 13 “ Through one of my relatives, I had found abhout {
©wo 7 ‘ Rmatolavo, the construction company tnac radid thc {
> i
u ] i
= B i air strip, was affiliated with one of monh -- with |
= 1
o |
z '3 % one of my uncle's enterprises in California, and hac l
s
c | a
1 . . . . H
S |y a fairly good description of what was going on; 17 !
1
! !
ames <V ! not from the liazarene sources, I was getiting informazcion
S

:'.-(' -
l

]

3

from the construction people and others that had beau

—

N

The animal transporters were cguite aware

W . 5. v - .

‘ 13 ..n .

et e —— e

.~ down to Guatemala and were asked toc come back and some
24 | . . . . .
24 1 aviation pecple I was running 1into. :
~c |
- T

I

!
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activities that were going on 1n ceiat
nreparation for the 3ay of Pigs. Sc at this naint

in time, I contacted the reporter for ths Los Angeles
mimes and almost simultaneous, they had anusroached
the agency for permission to do a stery on the canps.
The agency had told them: "You can go to liiami and
talk to some of the people there. It is fa2irly owsrt
there."

Haturaily, the LA Times people theought I was &an

emissary from the CIA or what have ycu. A few days
later I flew out with this reportar to liami and tookr

him arouné to the principals of the non-agency

operations anc then put him in touch with some

LY~

)

&

v,

the agency people.

Mr. Triplett. Who was the reportexr?

The Witness. (Mo response.)

My. Trinlett. Was it Tarry Schills

The Witness. Mo, no. Gene -- he had just gone
+hrouch a parachute course with the came peeple I was
working with in Tl Sonor. le is dead now.

In fact, he did a series of storics. NMe was
here in Miami for a week, and he had to ¢
California. So he asked me to Iinish sone of the

interviews and rather jokingly, I crankaecd cut thres

or four of the stories. It was done 1in

4?%1" S R N T ST
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T was shocked to get the gallers bacik. They &id

it exactly as I had done it. I aid it joltingly

‘«.

I said "exclusive" and what have you. I was really |
rulling the quy's leg
"Tf you want information, here is the iaformation

if vou can use 1it," and they, inadverten tly, I

L)

quess,
did three of the stories. They ¢id not usg nmy name,
vut it was material that I had produced.
Mr. Triplett. All right.
During the spring of 1961, were vyou involived
in the organization of the Soldier of Fortune groun?
The Witness. Yes.
ir. Trinlett. Who else wac involved?

The Witness. Principally, th:

e
[#2]

was a cace of

T had an encounter, over the telephone, with a counle
of the CIA people at the station.

Mr. Triplett. Who would that have becn?

The Witness. Well, one called himsell Hanl. h

later Getermined it was Manny Chavez. Called himzelf

ank. »2Pnothcr one, I believe, prohahly was

J. CGlycoff, (phonctic), Justin Gl:

k!
Q
Q
-
)
3
=
o
-
-:‘
5
2]

rather bitter because the Micaraguans I lcft in Cuba
had begged me to get them out. %
I had given CIA all the names of the pilots who ;
would defect if you just -- just one phone call. E
d&‘? &L ‘- Air Y --‘. ;-_,...-I;.;-j.-. e ., reo :
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1
|
1 |
I said: "I do not even have to e back on the i
|
2 ) .
island '
3 . :
. They had asked if T would mnale wmynelf availabhla
4
| to bhe reinsarted baclk into Cnba in lote 1060 and
" !
5 s
- turned them down.
;-1 2
" ° Mario Z%uni there, when he flew tha ®-26 out,
poll
c 7 . . 1
> told a story of how he was a defzcting wvilot and how !
~ g : '
§ | Alfaro Carlow, (rhenetic), who was =z "icaraguan
. S
g captain, and Pedro Yoa, (phonetic), another Wicaraguan
. 10
- . . -
g i captain, were involved. They chickencd out the last
€ |, |
[ o o
s | minute. And, how he straf their nlancs at
9!
S | San Antonio, and all this kind of business. VYon
= 13
= ) was killed at the Bay of Pigs. !le is the one that
2o
2 i sank the TMuston. I
= g
[14 . . -
e ; He was the guy that begged mc to get him cut of §
CHE P |
= l Cuba. Ille did not like Communists. He was completels ~
@ 7 ‘I ‘
. - . : i
“ | dissatisfied, anda I had pointedly asked these guyes to i
Pt ! !
= 18 ;
o i stay in country, that there wac a wossibility -- and !
= 15| |
~ | we werc fairly open in our conversations just beforc i
-
& 0 l
we left Cuba as to what might be transpiring:; that ;
A i
e i . . .
X%~ | we might find ourselves going against Castro. ;
7 . J .
G = i
VN ! . : . :
) i Hr. Triplett. My question was approximately :
25 | |
. . PN . .
[ in April of 1961, did you organize a group, and who --
2
i! The Witness. (Interposing) Well, a group had
25

group was
VORI .. RY

T O 084

{
EialreaQY, 5e¢n.010an12ed by Maufgr:gr
L L |




3 7¢
! organized by a guy by the nane of Geoxrce Tanner;
pi 2 3 = -1~ ¥
“ various motley crews that were arcund, and an Amarican
3 tht had bee in Cuba before.
4 CLd Colby had come down from Wew York and was
f
|
EREE t i i G rv had an apartment housc
Py staying with me. Jimmy Gentry had an apartmenc . sz
'
-« ¢ in the southwest. I think Colky advised me that thecre
~ . .
E 7 was a couple of groups that had training camps, or
S = X .
2 8 1 what have you, and we should take a look at then.
L]
© 9 Then, I think I met with these people, oh prodably 2
[ =3
- . \ .
£ iG | week or so after the Bay of Pigs as they were
i: 1
= gy ! . . - . .
= "1 staggering and straggling arounc Miani.
P !
4
= 2 b . -
R One thing led to another. One grou» was mergod
" i .
=
o ! .
& ¥ % with another and this and that. The leacdercship
o
i 14 h .
- ﬁ changed and suddenly, I found myself responsible for
; |
Z 1
R . . -
£ '* 1 a bunch of people living out in the Everclades. I
2]
.7 ﬂ had not organized them. They had been theres. Thev
= i
w ooy ,
- n were there alrcady. Some of them were remnants of
-L' [}
= | , . ' I .
= r Masferrexr's organization, remnants cf Trank Sturgics’',
o I
15 e : .
F ' Frank Fiorini's organization.
s L.
- Mr. Triplett. Were you involved with Dick Vatley
|
Al

at that time?

e Y . . . .
AN ! The Witness. This is where I encountercd Yatlev

Mo
™/

11 |
] in the Iverglades in a previouclv-organized camp.
i
24 . : .
: Mr. Triplett. How about Stan Aucustinovich?
9z |
23

! . ‘g
4 The Witness. Not even a familiar name.
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Mr., Triplett. Did you know at that time a
Czechoslovalian Air Torce pvilot by the naire of
Bill Beck?
The Witness. Yes. Xarel Tnmech, callincge himseil

Warl liovalk.

i}

Karel is ¥V-a-r-e-1. 7omoch 15 W-w-o0-c¢-h.

Mr. Triplett. During that periol i time

you found yourself, you sav, in chax

[0}

¢ of this group
in the Iverglades, did you proceed t¢ trzin them

there?

The Witness. Well, there was no funding. The
only thing I attempted to do at that time was to
approach the independent Cuban organizations that I

had reestahlished contact with and off

Day of Pigs and the whole business, thev were not

actually sure of which way te gao, so thero was ne

support forthcoming from the Cubans, and I think in

very short orcder, I had to pull theses pooprle out of

the Lverglades

I thinlk one of them said that thowv .

v onad utilized
a boarding house in the past and some of the people
could stay there. Some would stay in the Glades.

Some would stay in the boarding house.

Mr. Triplett. Are you talkinc about the

(>4
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i it Drickell Street Safe-louse?

2 The Witness. 1YWo. This is over on Third Street;
3 Nellie Yamilton's boarding house, otherwice known ac
4

| *other Hubbard's Cupboard.

S I think I myself stayed there for two weeks
§ or ten days or thres weeks at the outside.
7

The FBI came around -- I had alrecady been in

8§ # touch with the FRI prior to

: the Ravy of Pigs. Tirct,
i .
fod « .
7| the Agency, when there was -- the last communication
|
10; with the Agency was when I -- before the Bay of Pigs
N ; in HMarch, I cormmunicated with the caze officer in
!
22% T.os Angeles for opecrations --
|
15

Mr. Tr

2o

plett. (Interposing) Now, when you

id refer Lo the Agency, you mean the CIA?

—
L

The Witness. The CIA.

REFORTERS BUILLTHG, HASHTHGTON, D, C. 20024 (202) S54%-23uS

. 13 “ I advised them that I was acquirinc oxtensive
= i
N bind . - «
" {§ information on the preparations €or came tvne of action
[ '
[ .
= ‘8 sgainst Cuba. Now, under FOI, T hava received =ome
o
E "i of those cables, 50 I see what their responsa was Lo
[
< ‘)0
- - 1k,
a1 Y m . . .
. = The people in Los Angeles in domectic contact
T3 ..
4 “= y service sent high priority thing, saving: "So and 30
t

ﬂsays that things. are not goinc wrong. "e want o

contact for him in Miami."

A -~
25 1 ui0987
i Then, as the cables went baclk and ferth, Miami

s o y Yy e e Z';__- f e e . . .
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7N
] says: "Monscense, forget about it. We do not neod
2 . .
< any inforrmation," bhlah, blah, hlah.
3 So over the 'phone, I was advised bhv the Agency,
4
"1 a CIA man in California -- I had fone *hrouch twe case
2
p | officers there -- that no contact was forthconmincg.
) ]
v ° Well, another disturbing thing at tha time was
s 7 . o e
<o the guy that had invited me to stay with him in
G o : :
< ¥ Miami, James GCentry, was actively working as a Castro
o~
]
; s . . . < s .
© agent here in Miami and had been visited by the Bureau
[~
= 10 Oon numerous occasions.
-
[ &4
= " . .
= I found he was in close rappor:t with more than
vi
- .
= 1z . . . A, - .
. ¢ one active exile individual that later turned out to
[ 34
S 13 . : . . e e
& be people working with mob-oriented activitics.
:
P i Sanchez Arango's group, specifically,
x
£ 3! :
g ! I found out from Gentry's wife who the CIN, or
= !
R .
R | the IRI agent wac, so I contacted him.
= I
o l Mr. Triplett. WTho was that?
] !
e ' The Witness, That was Janes 0'Connor.
g 'v . .
= i I set up a nmeeting with 0'Connor =nd cxplainced
<
e 3
i 0 1 wh I ) -y r3 wvhere I wac f - T oYy - v o 5V -
| wvho I was, where was rrom and what it wos all abcuc
1
;QEEE} t and that I would have to concur with him that Gentry
LT am
AN t was 1n contact with Cuban governnent cfficials and
23!
it * = - - . .
,'was aiding and abetting certain things.
28
; Er. Triplett. At that time, were You receliving
25

money, eithar from the Agency or the Burcau?
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i

mhe Witness. Never received anything from any
agency other than money for 'phone calls covering

'phone call expenses.

r

Mr. Triplett. You say the first time you met

Dick Watley was during the Everglades after the

The YWitness. That would have besen !May of 19%¢1l.
Mr. Triplett. What was the extent of your
associaticon with Watley?

The Witness. It continued on until --

r
(0]
H
&)
4]
'—0-

time I saw him was 1972.

Prl

Mr. Triplett. Do you kxnow whe

o
L]
¢
e
O
[WH
w0
}~
o}
-
fu
(a3
(4]

now?

The Witness. As far as I know, he has some
affiliation with DEA and works out cof ithe Xeys, near
Tey West.

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your
association with Dick Watley at that tine?

The Witness. Watley was mcre or less an
indevendent operotor, formers speccial forces vetcran.
T suspected almost on the first meeting that he was
the penetrator of the particular grcup.

Mr. Triplett. On behalf of?

The Witness. Military ITntelligence rather than

e L :
X i Yow e TRe o
L. . H AT A
SN - . L et
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lle expressed extencsive knowledge

activities with Sturgis and how they had

meetings with Perez Jiminez, peonle

Fontainbleau, Normy Rothman, and

cf time -- not volunteering the informatio

just comments back and forth at odd

what had transpired with Sturgis

over

C

-
!

cver

[

and what

operation he had, and what have you.

This was z case of my findin

(o}
f
f

Sn

[

veteran putting up with a rag-tag type

persisting at it. This wouléd be

would be a penctrator.

3
kel
)=
f
3]
n
T

Mr. Triplett. Was Watley working

airly closely with Frank Sturgis
The Witness, VYes.
Mr. Triplett. These meoting
The Witness. (Interposing)
right-hand man. %“here Howard Dav
that would pop in and out, Sturgi

atley with h

e

m to give the lates

—d

ang

the Special Forces expertise

-

s that

15 WO

5 WOu

in

e

just recant

been to

at the

nny,
as to
Yindé of

the operati

describel

t military jargcn

in these

Mr. Triplett. Was Watley associated with the

Interpen organization?

The Witness. Thi

v
.
n

S a nane

that

wanted toc write a ctory %ind of confr

Wy e A Yewdomiie m e
12 S . e, -t o
S . s LI

h., (E€Z 9¥) VOSH :uoT3ID9TT0) NIf ‘Adod sdusingoy
| o

Dom

Donafede

B
[}

% certain pericd

ST

-



(202) S5n-23u48

20024

.C.

HASHTUGTON

FEPORTERS AUTLDING,

AL

s

Inn 7T STRFLT,

[ ]

s

O- tn

~1

)

7

-

o

.
M4

]
8

"~
[}

(99
i

the situvation that Metro Intellicence,

Sergeant Fd Klode, (phonetic), Art Leconard and
TLicutenant frank KXappel, being under pressures that
an independent organization was cauzing turmoil;

CIMA and the Bureau had approached them tco use muscle
to curtail csome of our activities and Ponafede wacs

naturally notified.

P

I beligve, since then, he has been found to bo
one of the CIA operatives on the prascs payroll lilte

some of the others. He was, I think, trying te do

y
2 iedn g

'J

expose and it backfired on him, 2n expose of thic
agroup, because we are right in the mechanism cf
getting active with groups that had just bheen taken
off the CIA payroll, that were just lefi{ with their

equipment, their boats and nothing to de. Here w

this croup of frece lance adventurers in thare sti

de
[
[a]
}J

i

them up. T thin) Bonafede's effort was to contributc

to an expoce to show that these rayg-tag vacrant

(3N
| el
0o

type Sol rs of TFortune, as the TRT would clazsify
us continuously, were troublemalers cr this or thas
One thing led to another, and thait was the laoct

rublicity we had for about two years.

Mr. Triplett. What was the rclationshin of

o
>

3

group, which-I referred to as Interpen, and Sturgis'

organization, the International Anti-Communist Rricado?
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1 What was the relationshin? |
|
2 The Witness. Well, I think Robhv Willis |
3 characterized Sturgis' organization as TFrank,
4 Piaz Lanz, Marcos, Larry De Joserh and his lNaitian
S B . .
s 3 wife. That was the Brigade with 3ucky Buchanan --
o~
'
“" 6 Gerry Buchanan and a few others drifting in and out
~ . ) . .
~ 7 at odd times. Their characterization was Sturgis
-
§ 8 was trying to either inform on us or or co-oped cur
™~
s 9 activities with Cuban groups and attenpt to merge hie
c
é 10} business with our business, which startzd onc day aad
F ]
g
= ended that afternoon. '
g
= n Mr. Trivlett. All right. |
. - i
[$4 .
= (] X . . . < .
= 31 I think this might be a good point to ¢o to lunch.
[ L]
= T .
= * | Ye still have a lot of area to cover. So can we kecp
¥ |
= P B
g 123 it very close to one hour. 5
i
= ! !
* ié “ The Witness. VYes. !
:‘: ]7 ! v [ 4 N ; ~ i
; | ("hereupon, at 1:15 p.m., the committee adjourncd, |
g |
[
x 'S to reconvenc at 2:15 p.m. the same day.) i
[%2]
E 17 |
~ [}
= 3
S
| |
Al ;
ST
AN -m :
A |
23 | ?
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AFTER SESSIOQH
(The meeting reconvened at 2:1% p.n
William ¥. Triplett

t, LCsquire, staff counsel

Mr. Triplett. I belicve befure lunch we we

N
9}

talking about camps in the Lverglades and the
pecple inveivad there
that is where you first met Richard Watley.

Was lloward Davis involved in that training camy

The Witness. Ie was not out ir the Tverglades

at the time. Jlle confined his activities to meetinas

-r

in the city. Ye was even hesitant to approach some

of the preyious contacts used by Sturgic.
Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, was

affiliated with any Intelligence agcucy?
The Witness. vell, he was on some type of a

s5tipend that supposedly was from hepatitis Ly

Forean war and what have you. T

Py

reporting to somebody. He is quite a nrofessional,

moreso than Watley.
Mr. Triplett. Was Alexander Rorke invelvea
with that training camp?

The Witness. YNo.

Mr. Triplett. MNow, throughout the res

t of the
year, 19C1 and 1962, what were vour specific activit

The Witness. Menoyo, M-e-n-o-y-o,

Major Mencyo

U TR A St A A

"? . . : B oA ———
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e qot in touch with them and made arrangements
to set up some training camps with thew

- il @

Shortly thercafter, CIA , 'unt and other people

tried to co-op these people and ¢geot them awvay from
us. They succeeded in that. Thic was
Carlos Rodriguez Quesada's group, somewhat of &

nolitician here now.

They succeeded, so by January, wec kind of folded
our tent as far as 30th of November, and I traveled
to California.

Mr. Triplett. This is Januarv of?

The Witness., 1962,

Mr. Triplett. What did vou ds in falifornia?

The Witness. Yell, I cot bhack in touch wi

ith
CINn case officer there.
Mr, Triplett. "Yho was that?
The Witness. Bill Panchurn. The first one was
Paul Illendrickcson, lives up in Washington now. The
seacond case officer was Bill Panchurn of Lir Torce

Roeserve, Marech RPir Force base, and adwisaed him what the

zituation was in Miami and this and that

- ot e fl 8

I asked him to go ahcad and get the

-

5]
o0
"3
o
—
e
O
W)
ot
e
O
3

pawvers for signing up with the Agencr. Just

about
aiven up on any other type of activity.
Mr, Triplett. Did you, in fact, sign up with

.}




g Lhat gunner.

1 27
|
!
! the Agency? : !
2 The Witness. They gave me the application formsz
3 and the whole thing. I filled them out and sent them
4 .
= into the proper people.
(%]
E 5 As I determined later, FOA, I was routz=d back
i
“ 6 down to clandestine services, and they said they dia
g |
o 7 not have a slot for me because I had rubbed some of
< 3 , .
e i their people the wrong way.
< 5 Mr. Triplett. Well, was it your imprecssion then l
[~
I
z 10 at that time, henceforth, you were working for or i
= ']. associated with the CIA? ‘ |
. l |
- - H N - - ) ) t
. “i The Witness. No. Once I got word that there warn i
-
= i |
- ] 1
€ 13 ! == I got the letter back a month or two later +hat tthﬂ
: o L . |
- i Ya& no position at that time and I by then had !
: |
g 12 i traveled back to Miami and was working with people {
g ! !
3 . . '
) il like Sam RBenton and some of these other characters in ;
= l |
w7 Ve i
. " carly '62. |
] ! i
S 18 . , :
z enton wanted us to help out some of his people |
2]
E 17 - . . : |
= 1 railsing sone money by causing their vaciats to [
c l
S 20 . ) . !
i ‘ disapnear. Rather than disappear with one of the '
R ;
Zﬁsgz; i\ Yachts, we used it to head for Mo-Namo Xey andé set :
G2 =9 " i
N Y up a camp there. }
23 | ;
i About this time, we were working close with ‘
2¢ | ;
i1 Billings of Life, some Haitians and a few other thi L
25 i '
iWe fully establlshed the No -Name Key *h i

.

in
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; establishing all these high-lev

(0]
($4)

Mr. Trinlett. This was the summer of 10627

Xt this point in time, through a Zionist, by

the nare of Theodore Ralkusin, an accountant in

Wew York, we had been put in touch with people like
Charlie Bartlett, the guy that introcduced Jackie to
JrK, a newsman in Washington, D.C. "e had put us

in touch with Sidney Jillman, who was the first
Secretary of Defense, labor leader, and what bhave you,
the guy that worked later with Truman. Then

, later,

established a liaison with Trunman.

Pl-

nt in t

e

At this no o canented cur

]
e

me, we
relationship with political figures in this state,
the Governor's office, Governor Tarris Dryant

They were quite fed up with what was happening
vis-a-vis Washington and Cuba, andé they s

aw no other

recourse bHut to get involved themselves, to

s
-
(¢

point that the Governor was ¢oing to back us fully.
Mr. Triplett. You sayv "we¢ cemented our relationrs."

Who are you referring to besides yourself

)

The %Witness. Points of contact

primarily heing

-

loward Davis anc myself.
Mr., Triplett. All right.
"That was your purposc at that time for

el contacts?

e S e emimp o
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The Witness. To lobby the situation. e were

getting fecedback from our sources th

at the CIX peonle

by this time were already wor!

- Y M m s -
ilng with Tony fOuesta

-~

and fi1is boys. They had left the subchaser. A

debrie

ing of EStock Island, the canps, the hoats,
everybody on standby, mission failure
running into endless number of -- ntiqua, llerrerra
and Fonseca, I brought out cf{ the Cuantznamo ¥aval
Base.

Everybedy we were running into who were the
top people, always considered the top poonle hy the
Agency people, were divorcing themselves from the
Agency and telling us what had beon noing on.

e felt, well, this is now the time to Gat

a0
N

thi

infermation together and go up io Washincion through

lobbyist techniques and talk. I had already mot

ol

Congressman Russelot through my uncle irn California
and had conversations with him. Throuch hirm

nurher of other people and we had quitc

network of pcople, of influence. We felt

, well, if
We prepare our case to show these Agency people sitting
on their duffs, water skiing and goofing off and
displaying a certain amount of cowardice and lack of
expertise, then somebody is going to do somathing abou:
it.
b ¥ ) S e

: . e
. s = e
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an

Not necescarily promoting oursclves. . Wa felt

-

we could hardly nromote a small cadre of naocple

-
- except on the basis that this is theo nucleus of an
4 . . : . ,
~rffort to control internal strife on the island. YNoi
s <
o - invasions or anything like that.
i
- .
w ¢ Mr. Triplett. You mentioned this wasc assentizlly
E .
7 .
R you and HNoward Davic.
& gt ) . .
e ! Was Dick Watley involved also at that time?
Z The Witness. Yes. All cf the neoople were still
10 .
there. Sceme of the ex-Army officers and what bave

th
W
e

- !

vou, had drifted away due teo the rigors o

busiress, low profile, lack of suspert and what have

REPORTERS BULIDING, WASUTHGTOMN,

' Tou.
1
T™e rigerous nature was not condnrivae +o
15 . .
# satisfyring some of these former herocs from Worez and
!
13 )
what have you, and they went their way cvenigunlly,
RAT ] . )
o i Put we mointained a small cadre of peonls, “nowing
2 1g |
= where to acquire more.
z 18
~ Mr. Triplett. Again, whot was veur socurece of
S 20
income during this period?
M
,(:gﬁ; ! The Witness. Well, we had 2 stipend from

j Perez Jiminezn. Credit was set un for us to nurchase

o
i croceries through a wholesaler.

28
; Mr. Triplett. Were those his personal funds, or
1
~% |
-t i
+was he a conduit for somebody eclse? kT
:l. . - a V- C e wr T e e M A - ‘jb
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The Witneses. VWell, as far as we know, he was
signing the checks.

The only other sources were through sonme of tiuco
Cubans. VWe collected the refugee food that they did
not wvant or need, stufi that -- wc got it by the
from these people, especially corn meal. They just
never used corn meal so we ended up with a few tons

of cora nmezal.

]

We had other people. We had a beer distributor,

&)

suppliecd until he was warned away by customs p

We had a number of people that supplied limited

funds and what have you; trying to kcep

them as
legal as possible, giving of food
the weapons thing until later Nich Lockley became onc

of the prime sources for weapons acguisiiion.

)]
)~

Hr. Triplectt. then did you first ncet

Richard Lockley? L

r~

The Yitness. Lockley, we met through Bob Drown.

Mr. Triplett. Are you talking abcut Robert . 0

The Witness. Right.

R

lle had done stories on Lockley and Robert BDupuis

and those pcople. Ile was always keeping his eye out

for sources of equipment and sources of roral supgcrt

and financial sunport.

SONN
Lockley, we encountered ecarly in 'C23. vt
Py
T AL S T E R S T A g
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Mr. Triplett. Ilow close was the assocliatien

C
[}

Lockley with your group?

The Witness. Well, Lockley wasz

R

y that time an
independent operator. He had brohen from Dupruis,
kept a small group around himself as far as these
ex-minute men, khut he had always bheen the prine
arsenal as far as the minute men were.

ife always had the largest stock of weapons
and he coula alvays acquire mora. S0 our

was getting the weapons from Leckley, cither by going

up there and bringing them back or in 2 couple cases

[

r

he came down himself.

ir. Triplett. You mecan going %o Illinois?

2

The Witness. Yes; and taking the customers up

there.

We would tack on twenty or thirtv dollars or tho

Price of a weapon. He was sellin

(V9]
[

less than anybody else and thev wer:

-3 -
2 Lirst clascs

weapons. We became his prime conduiti.

The other guy he was using was a customs

(oY

by the name of Yoreno. We intended tc get him away

from Moreno and bhecome his prime conduit. It

\.. (€67 9¥) VOSH :uOT329TT0D NIr ‘Adod 2dueid3oy pums

relationshiyp

was
thus we armedé Alpha G6; Tony Questa's people and
about a dozen other organizations with first class
cquipment.
T ot R R R 111 R ]

hem for 400 porcont

informant
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1! Mr. Triplett. All right.
2 low, we are getting towards tha end of 1962,
3 Did you have occasion to go back to the
4 Los Angeles area at the end of '52 or beginning of
|
)
= s January, '63?
o~
]
o The Witness. Beginning of '6G3.
~ ‘ . N .
s 7 Mr. Triplett. I presume you stayed again with
a 8 narente?
<
™~
§ The Witness. Yes. My father had nassad away
10 in January. I was a little late for the funeral.

1 Te had been arrested in Marathon

December,

12 got permission from the

REFORTERS HULIDTHG, VASHTUGTON, D, C.

Court to travel to California
12 Mr. Triplett. Was that the Ho-Name Wavy arrest
‘¢ 1 you are talking zhout?
15 The Witness.
i
léﬂ Mr. Triplett.  Let us set thwe sloce Lhore a
- o .
T little,
£ |
o ra . - . .
= F| That exactly vere you doing at “eo-Mama ew pricr
@ !
- - |
£ ¥4 te vonr arrest?
- !
S -
s 0 I The Witness. We were runnina a training syllabuz
- t . . . . o . «
F(\ 'Ih for a mixed group. At this point i1n tire, Masferrer's
3, "\;m. i

with

Mr. Triplett.

RN 2
s R '

—
o
r

llow,

vou

Rolando Masferrer or Kiki?

are

AR 2N v

eople had shown a definite interest

t
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The Witness. Wo. Rolancdo Macf

()

-

e

. IR
exr, Miki

was a person that remained in +the bhackg
IS

(o)

roun

Mr. Triplett. About how many people did -ou

have at NMo-Name Key at that time?

The Witness. Americans, about eightecen or

nineteen. Cubans, probably about twentw.

Mr. Triplett. Can you give me the names of

those that vou recall being thare?
The Witness. Of the Americans, there would he i

off and on -- I am in and out of the thing =-- 23

the Key, we were having to travel

ot
Q

acguire food, equinment and wha* have vou.

Attached *teo the Xey thinc, the

To-Mame Tey

',l-

husiness, there would be mveelf, "loward Navis,

Richard Watley, James Arthur Lewiz, Rennld Ponce dc Tonn

Jeseph Cavendish Gorman, William Scvmour, T

.
navronco Uovrarad

Ponald Pence de T,eon. In thern for a shor: neriecd of

time was Dennis Yarbor, otherwise “nawn ne the

Mr. Triplett. Was Tom Duncan

|

i

i

|

|

nrofecsar. 1
|

theore? '

4

Tha "itness. Tom Duncan in and out, Qoine

nictures and a couple of stories.

Steve Wilson, Justin J. Wilson. That is aboutl

it on the Americans. AR LT ) Py
b e iiUi?x‘?%

Mr. Triplett.

Ilow did that arrest come about? :
L NomgIr s et ey S :
. . N, ‘
AR e e .
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The Witness. Then there is Richard Vatley and

Robert Willis, too

During August of '62, we had become affi

-+
pete

ated
also with an organization that was headed by

Major relipe Vidal Santiago. At that time, he wvas
on a loose retainer with both Naval Intelligence
and CIA. 1le, having been Waval attache to Colombia
and Venezuela and what have you, had extensive
contacts in Latin America and was scelting support
from certain Latin American governments, one of

which was Cuatemala at that time.

le had performed numerous insertion extracticn

oparations on the north and south coast of Cuba, worli

.

with minimum funding and what have you ancd having
suffered no casualties, appeared to he one of +h
better operators in +he business.

One of ocur people, Rov Nargraves, wvho is a

Ho-Hdame Xey man, Roy Emory Margraves, beccame

o

b
[N
rt
[§3

u
attached to Vidal Santiago and his group

T think in September, Vidal Santi

o4}

go had done

a number of trips from a safe-house, a In

that was run by one Edward Germaine, from his private

residence or proprietary residence located next to
the Radio America's antenna there on Marathon,

transmitting station.
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Inn 7T STRTET,

! Vidal Cfantiago felt that there would bhe no

")

problem for us to use that as a departure and reentry

voint when we were prepared to do so. Onc

w
(a3
i
1)
(94
2]

on Ho=-lame became aware that there would be no

difficulty as far as getting the green 1ligh:, a2z it

é is called, for one or more insertion epecrations, as
7 long as there was no fire fight involved, -~
8 i Mr. Triplett. (Interposing) TLet me interrunt
[}
§ for the purpose cf the record.
!
10 Creen light nmeans official approval? :
: !
!
H ! The Witness. Deniable approval. At that point
‘9 . . .
e In time, the only law enforcement authority of any .
i
11 . . . . . .
iz responsibility, being the customs agent in charge
1
14 . . . . - . .
ft in Rey ‘est, Cesar Diostado. Diostacdo bheing grven
13 ¢ the word that the people departing and rzentering, !
I ! !
Q‘ ‘ - S 3 1 1 '
| would not be carrying heavy autonatic veanons; if !
7| |
I they were carriecd, therc would he one of cach. |
| }
:8 g 3 n - : : l
If it was a BAR, one BAR, a light 22 rachine gun, ;
}
15 | . \ . |
ene of cach. Then, Diostado and customs would not '
]
20 L . )
get too cxcited about it. |
N !
*?IT i At this point in time, some of %he Cuhans falt !
. ' '
! that an American presence was reqgquired on the istlana i
23 i
| to activate more clandestine insertions cf verssnnel. ?
2 | :
§ They were not sure of their security on the !
25 :

;;island. There were jealousies from the remnantes of i

L BN 1
GUGLO&

h)
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underground and what have you, operators, and also

-~y

. l
2 the cooperating elements of Castro'z militia and other
3 higher ranking military had gcotien tn the neint where
< vwould deal with nobody but an American in countrry.
(", ]
E s Well, I was not really anxious for that, net Ynou-
]
« & ing what was waiting on the otber end, that unless
~
§ 7 we c¢could guarantee a certain amount of fire vower
E 8 in couniry to start inserting Americans on the scerne
o~
$ 5 hecausz they would cause more nilitia to »e launched
c
1 } in a sweep-and-destroy operation than anythinc ;
i
1 i else.
19 . :
e Just American presence was enough to agitate
i '
1 (N . . . “ .
3 | Fidel's people into thinking thies was a prime CIA

-

RUPORTERS AUTEDTHG, HASHTNGTON,

h2s2 guve that wa2re not the most prof

[§]
)
6]
[
o
o1
[
[}
pe
3

T .

i opcration. e were aware of that, but some of the
12 i people got a little restless as to just training and :
. ‘e i Eraining and training Cubans and waving hye-bye to :
= | ;
[7: T B . )
_ "i thern and watching them go out and gct shot up, get i
& ! |
= 1 : |
= captured, disappear and what have yvou. %
m ‘
= s . . ’ ‘
& ' They wanted to participatas on o little bhit of !
gﬂ i
~ 0 business on the other end, which T wan not ntricels ‘
I s
o I for that at that stage of the came. Gotting some of '
e C Q¢ i
)\1‘._,' !
i

the business nailed, as had bhcen Bobby "uller

and Tony 7arba and Angus McMNair and a feovw

h that thought they could win the war in one weelencd.
wh &, T ATEEe
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Onc thing

—
9]
(7]

to another. T was out-votnd as
to if T vetoed the operation, it was going te co.
They wore going to align thenmselves with the mest
recent ¢roup heing trained and
Unfortunately, because of a counle nf

conversations between Joe Corman and cne of the
other individuals as to what they thouah* af CTA in
the prosence of Germaine's wifeo, caused Coarmaino's

wife to ask Cermaine if these wore comnany naonle.

Shortly thereafter, CIA decidecd

[pJ)

to notifv
customs that somebody was using their safe-house
without their permission. The arrest followed.

Hr. Triplett. Was the arrest accomplisicd
personally by Cesar Diostado?

The Witness. It was under thc command of

Wallace Shanley, and Dioztado was thero.

ir. Triplett. low many ncople were arrested?

e Wilitness. Thirteen.

tir. Triplctc. Subsequent to that, what trps

3
\

N
:“t\}
K 3N 7TH STRELET, 5.\,

=3

¢
&

4

4

/

23

20 of Court action was taken against oy’

The Witness. The charges were dicmissed.

(2]
(R

Mr. Triplett. Then you proca2cded onto

ARSI TATTSSLTuR T S T

Los Angeles in January?

The Yitness. Right.

, Mr. Triplett. VYou stayed at vour family home
1 o e TN
(o TR S A O
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in E1 Monte? ‘
The Uitness. Right. ‘
Mr. Triplett. Prior to that, growing up, you

lived in 121 Monte?

]
-
0
ot
-y
[
ct
o}
0

53S. Yes.,

}.l

YMr. Triplett. Were you aware, alco, that

Lawvrence I'oward had a home in 1 licnte at that time?
The Witness. Oh, yes.
No. HNe lived in Rivera, PFico, Rivera.
IIc later moved to South L1 l!Monte. I

Mr. Triplett. Yow, what, if anvthing, &id yvou

do in January, '63 with respect to ycur anti-Castrc

activities?

The Vitness. Mothing.

Mr. Triplett. Did you attend any mn2etings or --

The "litness. (Interposing) Hothing at all.

Absolutely nothing.
Mr. Triplett. All right.
Was that the time --

Tiic Witness. (Interposing) Uell, this

(4]
cr

u

(WS

Al
prior to encountering Loran Hall.

r~ o o .
A lemalo reperter

from the Pasadena Star. I had beon informed hy

members of my family that since 1961, Lhis woman

reporter had been very persistent inquiring of ny

as - L ; . PP . P N
Y . . - ATy s - 3 - 4 )
, Y
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1 vhat have you. There were no zores rforthconring,

2 so they deduced she was worlking for scomebody.

1 Cn a recent occasion, just prior te my fTathzr'c

‘ passing away, they had widened the strect in froat

!

<| of his TV shop and a "No parking” situation occurred.

P Te assumed, well, she has got clout with

', someboly. She is working for somebody. MNe inguired:
"'] 11 'f . : = - T 3 ~ - v v - . de

3 Jell, 17 you want to come around here anymore, get

REPORTERS BUTLDING, WASHTNGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) SSh-2345

19 The next day it was gone. She is from Pasadena
" and he is Alhambra, two different municipal
12 structures. 5o she did have some clout. I was not
H .
13 E irn -
ra Mr, Trinlett. (Interposing) Lat me interrupt.
|
15 What was her nanme?
.
15 The Witness. Oh, boy. T have it in the file.
w7 | She did¢ do & strory for that newspaper.
“ :
-l H . .
= 1 Mr. Triplett. So you could srovida the nams --
=
L 2]
z 5| The Witness. {(Interposing) Ghe was the one
o~
[~4
s 20 that referred T.oran Mall to me and gave ny address

to him.

b/ 2 Mr.

2 Triplett. All richt.
[
1
233i But you could, at a later date, give that name to
|
2¢ ! our investigators?
i
re m .74
= The Witness. Oh, yes. ) ,\ﬂieg
i VAVAY) S
PR fL RTINS CE W J T et e SENE ) -
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See, I was not in Los Angeles the sccond day.
A 'phone call was received at a place whera I am no:
normally found. It was this woman reporter Incuiring
I thoucht it remarkable that she could accuire thisz
‘phone numbe; because it was xnrown to nohody.

The next thing, somebhody was knocking on nyv
door. My brother answered it. I was kalf asleep, and
said that -- using thies woman reperter's name. Thare
was a cuv there saying his name was Tooran Tall and +hat

he lnew me and he wanted to see me.

I knew exactly who it was, but the connecction

between Joran Tall of Cuba, 195%, and suddenly, this

NN

reporter who I have already determined to be somoe

type of an agent working for somcbody, that

was
quite an interestinc stroke right there; Hlew his

cover richt off the bat.
Te wanted to get back inte the revelution. e

wvanted to ¢o tc Miami and thiz and tha: and w

have you. So I »proceeded, in the noxt four days, to

take him around the circuit of these Cuhans in the

Los Angelec areca. Dr. Tirso 2=l Junco, 2-d a faw

others, self-styled anti-Comrunist, »coplz that have

worled with Schwartz and all the other riglht-wi
in the southern California arca.

I took him through that circuit ang

1, (EET DY) VOSH :UOTIDVTTO) NIr ‘Adod aduazagoy |
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1 him with thasec »nzonle.

_ . i

2 I Mnew all these pecple %o ke infermanis anvweay, E

3 so I bhctter just put this infeormant in touch with al?

4

the other informants and get him off ¢cf my hack. AnAd,

L )

s S he was insisting on leaving his cmplov. o was worhirce |
T

“w é for a Chevy dealsrshin in Pasadena ovor on Crean Strant
~ .

« 7 and he wanted to go to Miomi.

s 8 I said: "“"Well, good." I was going to £lv hack,

<

™

but now I could take sonme equinpment bhaclk. I
figured, well, he is working for the man out here,
'l I local law enforcement. We will bo busted about two

2 blocks from my house. So I will causc him to believe

REPOWITRS AUTILDING, HASHINGTON, D.C.

13V we have fully automatic weapons and what have vou in
¢ the vehicle. They will not be there, and when ve arc
‘SQ stepped, it is all over and let us gzt on the olane
' 1 and go. They have blown it. =2ut Lf wo procecd
"7 L. . . . . i
. 7| father than that, then he is obviously vorking Jor .
[ i i
2 g i
= sone federal agency. .
7] :
= S . . i
€ I’l So we traveled. ©In routc, I Stopned in -- !
s |
= 0 Mr. Triplett. Let me interrupi and Lacktraze a |
i :
s L 1ittle, ;
= :: ttle ;
o II N
ol -m 4y N
H ba B - = . . .
AN ! After you net Loran iall and nricr to acparting tho !
‘ :
i;Los Angeles arca, did you have cccasion to cavi a
2,
rifle?
'i
-z !!
i The Witness. Right. I introduced
;i . . . e e S

1h.(csz 5¥) VOSH IWOTIDITTOD NIL ‘Adod dud1aFay




in
1 Dick Ilathcock.
s Mr. Triplett. How had you mct Dicli Uathcoek?
1 The Yitness. Through "atley in '£2.
f Nr. Triplett, Richard "atley?
!
2 | The JYitness. Right
-
o~
v , Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, wac Hathcock
wvi Q
s v an olc friend or acquaintance of Richard atlew?
S
g g i The 'litnesc. Ok, ves.
-
s
o~
—_— Mr. Triplett. All right.
< aeon \ .
- 10 fTow did it come about that vou pawned the rifle?
g !
s .
< |, | The Witness, Well, I was short of funds and
= !
a
s, leery also of having my equipment ceized two blocks
™ .
z 12 ! from the house, 50 I decided to lcave it in safe
c o
g ., || hands. That was my Johnson rifle, and I thin' some
. i
g
£ ,: 1 other weapon.
g ;
= ! - : : v, - - =~
= gz Pr. Triplett. Is it a Johnson 20 o04é 62
- |
“ yr ; The Witness. VYes. The fanily ves going to
= i
€ 1g j move and in moving, I had lost cquinmenti z2nd what have
e
= 1=l you that I had left behind in the nast.
~ |
§ 9 In one case, an individual that had besn in our
21 1 training camp in 'fl went to California and caused ey
’£7‘-’— !
\.é ¢ R . 0 - .
y&i 22 4 family to believe that I had sent him and he made ¢°¢

1
.;{ with a2 couple dozen weapons from my storchouce.
i

2‘% So I was reluctant to leave any of ny cqguipment in
)
25§§California, especially my Jochnsen with the scope on it,

M e - e \.'-‘-}-.A--w W R A & -y 4
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T L
40 l
1 f0 I decided T would leave it with Mathcecl and tak= }
. - |
2 a minimal couple of dollars fror him, Then if v |
3 vere arrested a couple blocks away, I wveould not losc
4 my wecapon.
2 3 Hr. Triplett. That was a Bushnell cscopa?
T
o g The Witness., PRight.
o~ . . .
c 7 iy, Triplett., All right.
§ ] E Was anvthing else Pawned at the same tinme, do {
: z
' 9 yYou recall? E
. |
[~ |
Y 4 vy - - I
= 10 The Witness. A camera, I belizve. 1lall hzag a :
g |
= N camera and some golf clubs. i
2 |
> [ - o 3
= n Mr. Triplett. How nuch money did vou reccive in |
< i
= ! . . :
e 13 i Pawning the rifle? [
R The Mitness. I think it was L0 for the rifle ;
4 | E
P ; , ;
E 15} and &all got saventy-five or a hundre dollars for ;
< ; ;
o ! H
= 13 i the camera and the Golf clubs, :
G . |
R Mr.o Triplett. All right. !
£ |
= !
s 8 Then you departed 7,03 Lngeles? 5
|
- i . ’ .
= 19 The Witness. In his vehicle. ,
E T |
: H - 3 :
S 20 Mr. Triplett. Where did you c¢o? |
—_— The Witness We routed through Tucson T mode |
- ! b -l . Iy ~ . B . " . . p4 4.',(_‘.'- '
T l; : i
' i
' 'nhone calls, contacted fomz people in Tucsen ?
i
I vas interested in talliing with for 3 counle i
Then on to 11 Paso, gave an wnterview Lo thao
eéss thzare in n1 Paso, met with some cther peoonle.
) . fﬁf‘
- . .. . [ R A - . .-
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1
Then f{rom Il Paso, directly to Dallas.
2 . .
Congressman Russelot had advized me it would nct
3 .
be a bad idea to see Bob Morris in Dallas at the
4
Adolnhus Towars.
wy
Z s
o Mr. Triplett What was the purnose for secing
&
é
i Bob HMorris?
~
s 7
e » - «
~ The Witness. To solicit support and scnme
S 3
< i political contacts for lobbving the o<fort.
1
SHERS '
: ; Mr. Triplett. Now, yvou are spaaking of
& : IS ¢ ! S Y
2. 10 | .
g i Robert Norris, the attorney?
< i
=
= ' The Witness. Right.
« '
e : Mr. Trislett. Wow, to vour knoewledge, was
SRt
= i Tobert Morris working with any gevernment Intolligoanco
g . |
- i
e i agency?
o .
= 153 :
g H The Witness. It would be hzrd to cay. I foRalabigs
o H
= 18 '.I :
- B writh hir that one time, or I helievn tfwica. Tharn, “e
S :
o | made arrangewments for me to meetlt with Tester L.ogue.
: _
5 ! Mr. Triplett. Was that the firclt time vou mot
£ 19 !
~ | Testexr TLogue?
< n \
& 0 ‘
l The Witness., Right.
21
Tt N . . . - . .
<$::r ; Mr. Triplett. Did cither Robert lorrisc or
ity BECEN
i - \
v« Lester Logue arrange for vou to meask anyvhody slze?
23!
H The Witness. Let me thin!t on Tantor.
2¢ ]
J )
'E See, we had contacts with othcr Te<ans in '§2.
sy
lett. When you say "we," 4o you mean

3
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10

vourself and "oward Davis?

The Witness. And, Howerd MNavis.

I 4o not think Lesteor wee known o ne in '42

I think it was that February of '53.

"now

to anykrody clce

Toward Davis, or had he met him?

The Witn

[N

es., No.

Mr. Triplett. All right.

Did Roher* Morris

or Lester Locue introduce you

in Dallas?

The Witness. We met a nurmher of people. lok

where he can tell what

With Loran Hall. I met —= with

address I am coinu +o. T thin'

necause wo werz going to go to another mecting and stay

overnight in Dallas, w2 stayed at one of Sturgicg'

buddy's place in Dallas.

Logue

the g

Mr. Triplett. Was that Wally Welch?

The Witness. Wally Welch.

Then I decided it
to know who llall

uy ever came back

would be interesting for

was, given the warning that L5

on his own, then he is workino

for somebody.
. L . . '.;’-,ﬂ
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] ]
1 Mr. Triplett. And, you did make that clear to 1
2 Lester Logue at that time? |
I
3 Tie Witness. Yes.
- Hr. Triplett. On this trip, &id vou have occasion
“ |
s 3 to meet Ceneral Walker? i
0
“ 6 The Witness. Yes. Ve met -- in fack,
: "
s ! Yally Welch, Loran llall, Wally's wife and myself, we
= !
€ 8% met with Walker at his home tuice.
S
9 Mr. Triplett. Also on this trip to Dallas, did ‘
10} vou make a newspaper interview?
1 ' 1 . s 1 me T q
v fhe Vitness. Right. Dallas 7Tinmas ilerald.
!
| .. . .
12 I did one with the Dallas Morning Hews and onc

with the Dallas Times Herald. One of th

did the interview was the gquy that got

RCFORTERS BUTLDING, HASHTNGTOMN, D.C.
tn

i
) on. i
! 1
- i
i ‘Ci lir. Triplett. Are you awarc of Robert lorris ;
= i
n 7 . . . . - i
. 17 having any association with CUSA? :
- : '
€ 15 : '
= 9 The Yitness. lo. E
@ | !
& 1’] lr. Triplett. Did you cver cubsoguently becone ;
S |
c - . :
& anarc of that? i
| '
2y he Wit :
T : The Vitness, No. !
W ! FY S 4 :
P—_; - B
(,'v\{/ 22 i e S . s e E
TN ! Hr. Triplett. All right. ‘
23 ! |
o low lony was this stay in Dallas? !
ze ||

; The Vitness. Probably three days.

wn

w)

Mr. Triplett. All right.

CNEITEEE SR R0 S e SOTIE ST A P
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Then, when you left, where did you co from

The Yitness. Yew Orleans.

r. Triplett. What did you dCo uvhen yeou wer
in flew Orlcanc?

The Uitness. I left Eall parked 2bout a B2
away from a laundromat and contacted Tranl Zarie

TFrancisco

there?

an d a meeting with Luis Rabell

and TFrank Rartes.

Mr. Triplett. You met both Rabeil and Bartes
at that time?

The Witness. Right.

Well, I had known them from beforn, frem '52.

Mr. Triplett. Yes. I mean, you met with thar?

The Witness. Right.

ir. Triplett. TWhat was the discuscion akout atl
that meeting?

Thae TTitness.  More or less what was happeining in
iani and what we intended *o d¢ in “he very near
Future and the difficulties in -- I think ihe
conversation went back to funding being available Iro
some of their sources for a specific dramatic ope

Mr. Triplett. Did you go visit anvbody elsce in
Jew Orleans?

The itness. Let us sece.

5001

L.arry LaBorde.
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|
Triplett. Did you have a discussion with :
i
LaDorde at that time? i
|
The Witness. Probably aboui tan or fifteer
ninutes. e was involved in some kind of activwity
that was keeping him busy and was not too rmuch
interested in what was happening in “iami at that tias.
Mr. Triplett. To your knowiecdce, was he alioned

i Oor associated with any Intelligence agency?
The Witness. CIA. |
{
‘ Mr. Triplett. Off the racord
(Discussion off the record.)
!
lir. Triplett. On the record.
! :
.7 : g 3 - n i
! “hen and where did you Ffirst mect Larry Labord:? i
i
! The Witness. That was at a safe-house onerated hv
| t
§ Tony Nuesta, Ramon Tont off of Morthwoatr Tuenty—-Scvenih
; i
i Avenue and Thirteenth Strect. %
II '
N - N » . '
i Mr. Tripletk. Would that b2 here $n “tiapmi? {
' [}
: i
| The Witness. In Miami, Tlorida. i
| !
| That would have been February, 1952, |
! i
i A " .
; My . rinlett Pid you freguantly associate witw :
!
. '

Larry

“ . - . ."
r " . .

(€£2 su) VIOSH

Continucusly

until
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TUOTIDVTTON WL ‘KdOD DUSIDTON  howiices iopbssbmiin seshain e o 0
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_IOctober of '62.

:

i 1 mripl

ﬂ r. riplett. What was the purpose of vour
I . .

i association with LaBorde?
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[ W]

m™he Titnass, Lalorde fanciced hineclf® o

full-hlown CIA operator. Tven thouch he had heen arn

]
[Up]

encinecr on hoard the Tahana, (phonetic), thz 2oT2
subchaser, he felt that if he was ablza tn orcanizo
his operation, then he wouléd acguire the green licght

in financing from his agency collecacuszs.

i.l-

Mr. Triplett. Going back a 1 hi

(-
r
0

ttle

.

NDichard NMathcock, when and where Jdid vou first nme

o
0
-+

1im?

y

The Witness. That would be Januarw, 1902 in

iicllywood, California.

animals, had worked for an individaol that ron an

anirmal comnound, titled "Matura's Maveon"  oand i

.~ a

the proce=ss of working with the €ilr industry, 4Zad

m2t quite a few people, amonc +hem Richarsa Tatheoch

(B

who ran a tradinc nost on Hollvweod Toulevard in +ho

1209 block of Yollywood Roulevard that wae infraquantl.
a hancout of memhers of the Rxplorers' Club znd theo
Adventurers' Cluk, peonle who I had hecome acquainte?
with subsequent to my leaving Cuba and arriving in

Los Angeles.,

. vo01ig8

Mr. Triplett. So you are saying that Yatley

St L . e e ey . -
Qi o | HEAAS Rt e
’..:1 y hy S

h (E€Z 9¥) VOSH :uoT329TT0n) NI ‘4Adod sousiaroy




1 introduced you to Hathcock?
2 The “itness. IHathcock.
3 Mr. Triplett. That would indicatc to vou that
- Tatley had a prior knowledge or aszsociation with
]
2
a liathcock?
]
- | . .
a 6 The Witness. Right.
~ .
c . . . .
-~ 7 dr.o Traiplett. Did you have occasion to neet
s i
~ v - +
< 8 llathcocli's associate, Roy Payne?
o~
g F The Yitness. Right.
(=
z 10 ir. Triplett. "Yas he there at the time when vou
2 .,
= pawned the rifle?
EE
e The litness. DNight.
- :
= .
o ]‘1 dr. Triplett. Wow, what is your tnowledoe of
=
= 12 | ..
e« 1 Roy Payne's activities at that time?
g
= 13 : The Witness. Roy Pavne worled, described By
= s

ki

O
14
-
[
(a

) ncoch and then later himsclf, as & 2ivorce
= |
@7 . . . . . . .
. ! specialist, what have you, in divorce investigations
fd i
- '
1§ ) : : - N
F i and bondsman and in apprehension of sond-jumpers
Ly )
= 13 . . .
e % and a person that had closc connection with certain
[
s 20 | .
- i mob figures on the west coast.
91 1
-t 1 . 13
f:;§; i Hr. Triplett. To your knowledge, did roy Tayue
e [}

connection with Dino Cell

|52
4y

11

4N
’
[ 3
1]
<
[{)]
[
o |
w2
")

The 7Titness. He dated his

i
i 5 Sister.
24
: ¥r. Triplett. Dino's =zistcr?
T
H The "7itness. Maria. i E R e
l - v ﬁuaif
I3 " {{,g, EETI ] Vowy o IO o~ 8]
H LY "".lr¢ ' - e - Y, -
e : MY e . . .
g .. (E€Z 9Y) VISH :uoT3I29TT0) NIr ‘ALdod DUIIDIOY By
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N

O
'}1/k

/

The Yitness. Mt my presence in Tellywoced, !

11,
§ - !
| |

;
1 Hr, Triplett. Did he do z2av nroflessional worl, |
. 1
. . - |

2 to vour knowledge, for DRino Ccllini?
: :
3 The Titnesc. lMever explorad it. The last time f
}
< I saw him was in 1967 at the heigith of the Garrison f

o E

o S thing. e was ¢quite nervous. !MNe roferred to

Y |

= !

w6 Hlaria Cellinil ané certain events that I could not i

-

e C s |

~ 7 tlie 1nto aanything as having reallv upseb hirnm, [

- !

§ 8 Ile was in hiding. DPeople weorc alter him and !

~ } ;
% | what have wou. e had been questioned by the |
i |
‘Ul "arren Commission people and was quite upset at my {
i i
!!i presence there. , |
! i
'n‘ Y m . 1 . . - !
4 Mr. Trainleti. At your prescrnce in Yew Orleans? !

]

i

}

I

!

1

!

¥

|

!

RUGORTORS BULLDING, Was(iucTon, n. ¢,

s California, is where I saw hir in 1757.

1< LK RS L S - . - -2 3 v :

o Hr, Triolett. ¥ow, cetting rack to 1963, in

i

e . . -
-3 i your JSanuary trip, vou menticned that vou saw
o ge | . -
oo [ Luis Tabell, Trank Bartes and Larry Lulorde in :
E i< Hew Orleans.
v i
= 1¢ | e !
e The Yitness. Yes. :
c H
< 2 - S . .. . - !
o Mr. Triplett. Did you visit anyhody else? ;

11 .

= The Witness. No. I think wve lefi Hew Orlaans thot

AL
Y )
r
[

-
fu

nignat, in fact. May have stayad over one nighe and

vent on the nexi day.

m? [ P 1~ K ~ ¢
Tn€ ract 1s as we were crosaing the liae hetwean

v

Louisiana and !Mississippi was when Johr Clenn tras

‘ (€67 9¥) VOSH :uoTI99TT0) WIr ‘Adod> @duazagoy

£3
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s‘i?m,.
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e

13

17

going into orbit on the car radio.
Mr. Triplett. You are speating ¢f the astro
The Witness. Right.
Mr. Triplett. Did you sce Joo Rahcll there?
The Witness. IHe might have heen a: the houne
I thinlx we met at the son-in-law's hous~ newt
door when T was there.
Hr. Trinlott. ‘et door to Nartes at the
laundronat?
The Witness. Mo. Luis Pakell's *ouse.
Hr. Triplett. I thought vou statn --
The Witness. (Interposing) Nabell and Dartes
live in Matera, and the lauvndromat is cleoser to
New Orleans itself, down the canal.
Mr. Triplett. So the meeting was aL ihe house;
10C at the laundromat?
™i¢ Yitness., o5,
I called hin from the laundromat vhen he was
not thcere: then went over to Lhe housec.
Mrr. Trinplett. I scee.
Then, vou departed New Orleans an?! frow therae,
Jdid yvou ¢o?
Tho Yitness. Went through Mobileg, Nlzbamz,
in l'obile, attempted to cont ct Naron Mapicr J
‘Y10 had heen with us back in '61. T thinl T contacte
Ty TR e e e A

(€£2 94) VISH
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[ 3]

(&)

IS

L7

O~

[£9

—
[N )

tn

i
2 |
2

|

§
25

: PR X
{ AL N »

his ex-wife and his mother who ran & nockcil

main highway there in Mobile, west of liobi

Could not locate him, and I thint -~ =1

I wras

to recover somce equipment that I had left there.

-3
o

ere drove throuch Tallahassece, Tlorxd

e
[N
)
i
e
.

'r. Triplett. Do you have any ralnz
with Lec Yanier?

The Witness. Mo. e was a police
the time, '61, '62, workine for ¥iami Pol

in clese cooperation with Charlie Sanmn.

Mr., Trinlett. Tut you ha

jo7]
o3
0
1
pe
[
]
O
3
ot }

association with him?
The "itness. I probably ret hMin cnce

Charlia Sapp called him into the office, T

!

SNl

We would nlvays cross-chagh a

i
D]
T

of

P0s7ibly heing dictant relati

¢ relationchisc bhetween Damon zand TLos -~~~ T:

n

.ationshin

- -
Cas et

people ia local arcas to identify Lho anitchos

the informants,
Mr.o Trinlett. All right.

After leawing Mobile, where

-4

..5- .

[

O

[
v

<
<

™e "itness. Through Tallohazses and

— [CR RS

the co2ntral part of rlorida to *“iami

V- ——— e B . T 2 -
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4 RIS
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!
i n
! Mr. Triplett. All throuch this entire ¢rin,
2 vyou were in Loran Hall's car with Fall?
1 . .
” The Witness. VYes.
K] . . , . 3 . .
| Mr. Triplett. All right. You arrived in Miani.
o
Q S What did vou do then?
)
)
w 6 The Witness. The first thing that we focused
E .
s 7 upon was Hall attempting to contact Senator Pearson
& g! . .
< of Kansas. Hall's wife had been a private secretary
™~
3 S ' . . . ~ e e v m
. tc the owner of Piper Aircraft. Scmehow she had
[
- 10 - . . - .
g aeveloped a relationship with Scnator Pearson in
E
= ' 4 HKansas. lflall also felt that this would bLe an
= i . . . P :
. | opportune time for him to .recestablish contact with
e
= 15 . - . C o .
& i Santo Trafficante. In fact, we were about to cdetour
- 1
g 1g i
- i from wallahassee and go throuch Tanmpa.
& |
g 13 C e )
s ﬁ I am recally not sure. Ue migiht have gone through
EoL
| Tamva and St. Petershburg wvherce he atisrnted to --
=
» II‘ -~ 1+ L b}
- 1 made some ‘phone calls or something. T recally do
9 !
« 13
= not recall that one.
[’g]
LN .
~ Mr. Triplett. To your knowledeae, was he
[~
s 2 - . . .
i succegsriul 1n establishing contact or reestablishineg
1
=5~ || contact with Santo Trafficante?
/22 .
~ , The Witaess. UYWe separated prohably Ffour cor
23
I five days after that while he was in the process oif
2¢ 4

| doing just that and planning a trip up to ¥

- A

HE L e T e
; : . 1 -~ T e *
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- ————— e — e ea
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—
i3

-

I

—
Lo

13

-
~

Lxd 2
AN

}~
)

MNr. Triplett. What was the purpose for |

)
[ 213
[&1]

contacting Santo Trafficante?

The Yitness. Seeliing financial support for
anti-Castro activities.

Th2n, what did you do while vou were in M

]

Fio
[
£
|-

at that time?

The Witness. At this point in tirme, one of ti

t =
Cuban operations had gone sour. Sonme peogle had
been captured. I was in touch with Ashman.
daturally, I had come back to find that the charges

were in the process of bheing dismissed.
Mr. Triplett. May I interrupt?
Then vcu are talking about "Ashman," vou

recferring to Charles Ashman, the attorney?

3

[

L

v
v

~

e
s

e ness. Right.

e
o~

¢ this noint in time, scme Cuhans wore

ilenoyo, I helieve, some of his pecople were arrosted

in the Zahamas. Some other peonle werc arrcsizd oy

C. 5. law enforcement or Coast Guard. e ot

* oy oey v
Lohan

W

on the case immediately, and at this point in tine,

Ashmzan decided that we would have to take a trips wy

to Mashington to see the British Am!

arrestoa.

Washington and a number of other peonle. gaﬂig

I traveled to YWashington with lhim in late I

. -
R AR
by

o . LI T TSI ot v'.;' -y AR 2 LU R _‘
R I .- : B ) : e .
N 1

.
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|

1

L2 7 22 4
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I

2¢ |

117
of 'G3. i
Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, did Chariles
Ashman have any association with any Intcilicence
agency?
The ‘litness. I assume that he did. te had heen |
an administrative aide to George Zmathers. IHa had
been deputy attorney general for the Ztate of Tlorida.
By the time we came in contact with hir, he had --
he was worliing for the Erwin Warris Advertising !
2
Agency, which the grapevine tcld us it wvas & '
proprietary.
Me had beesn seizing Castro's asscits in this
country. Some time prior to that, had bocome Famous

the heighth of our

and Sidnewv Millman

operating with Governor Ta

.and all thesa

e e

!

|

doing that, and our first formal ccontact with hin !

|

i

was when he called down to the 3ail in Xey Yest in '
{

Decenmber of '62, volunteering his sevvicos os an !

|

!

attorney. ™ith no prior relationship cucent that |

_ " l

I had had one or two meetings with Trwin Narriszs, :
: i

i

nrobably two months or three months hefore that Jdur ;
1

]

i

Tarris came into the picture for

another, vague,

It

wag

LR R N
. ‘-d . . [] Ay

h.. (E€T 9¥) VOSH

a case of Rill Pa

1
-
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we conducted with exile exile- . lcadzsrs 4o counter
what CIA and other people were saving as 4o their
capabilities, cqualifications and activitias on the
island and what was transpiring on the islznd nrior
to the missile crisiz. So NHarris had mat with us
a counle nf times.

Then, there was no purpcse for liaison with wirm,

and out of

the blue, was the 'phone call te the jail

in Xey "est. e assumed that ther was a nossibilitw
that to avoid -- because it was a comsanv safe-hcuse
we wvere departing from that the comnany would
brobably put up an attorney, which was +ha case
nrior to that and cubsequent to thet in quites a faou
of the Cuhan operations that want scur.

Mr. Triplett. HNow, in the epring of 1962,
was the time that nddie Rayo was --

The "itness., (Internocing) Vell, i+ <ould not
be Tddie Rayo. Ye was either 2 "Ravo" or Tduardo Prr

his nor Ae guerre bheing "Rave" without orofacineg i
with "Iddie." Ilobody would ever call him "rddic Tove

Mr. Triplet+. All right.

Onlv in the press?

The itness. Only in the press.

Mr. Trinlet+. All right. #

3
During the spring and early sart of 1963, was

2 ViR st e e em wes ¥

“ oo . »S\'
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REFORTIRS BUTLDING,

¢

13

15

17
«

< 1
=
w1

15
&
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€ 20

1
-w

the time that Bayo was circulating his lettcr
purporting that there were Russian technicians on
the island of Cuba, was it not?

The Witness. No. Ile had donc none of thi
until Trank Sturgis was on the scene. e was, at
that point, divorcing himself from Tony
Commandos L group, had come to a ninor clash with
their policy and decided to take certain of the

-

nericers of the Commandos I group under his wing and

proriote sone of his own operations.
e were ablc to acquire certai

for hin ané some weapons andé cxnl

0
1
=
<
o
)
S
o
H
>
5

. ' N . - . hg
Hr. Triplett.  Yhen Gid he start »lanning
promoting what ultimately became lMnown as tha

Sayo-Pawley raid?

1. 7 < - - - T =i - Py g e r - 3 - ol
Tne itness. vYell, the first moncy we raisce

was $5,000, and that was [or a Taitian cweratiocn,

working with some of our Maitian cont
intent at that time wvas to focus on the I

situation and drop the Cuban situation, excent that

subsequent to the first operaticn Jdirccted again

+
L%

4]

laiti, he would insist that it would he a onc-to-nne

affair. The financing would hav2 to he supportive of

one raid aiti, ocne raid Cuba constantlv

“ . . -
Mr. Triplett. All right. vl

: ﬁ&f~”'V'2*}T*ﬁ"“ri“f*i;ﬂ1 e
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This was in early 19637

The "itness. This was in March of 19463: To

Mr. Trinlett. MNow, when vcou mantion your Uailian

contacts, arc you referring tc a counle of men
narmed Roberson and Maglure?

The litaess. No.

L]

ir., Triplett. 2Zre you avarc of these men?

Laa}
4

M
d
0

-

3
LJ.
0t

3
&

n

(7]

L]

T have heard the names, but ithevy

are vaguo.

sy 3 Vyra
IeX 11NVC.ovVau

Mr, Triplett. Was Rolande lasfor
in Maitian nzatters?

Ti

[H]

T - b3 - = 1. - ..
Witness. Wo. Yot at all. These were ny

sources. The nan was flat brolte, short on weapons,

had a damaged wvessel. Iie had absolutely nothing
except pust enporience and persennasl.

Mr. Triplett., 2Ml1

H

1ght.

ry .

w10 were your sources in the Ttaitian rnat

The Witness. They were people that wil
unlnown, that were residents in Naliinocre and
lew York City.

Mr. Triplett. Can you exnlain, just fcxr the

record, what wou m2an by "They will reoenmain uaknos."?

e Mitness., Well, they wore neonlas that

not get directly involved in the

activi

-
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2
used a conduit to deliver the monev.
Mr. Triplett. DM sort of a cut-out syastenm?
The Witness Right.
Mr, Triplestt. 2All right.
When did the planning --
The Witness. (Interposing) FPssentially, mrivaco

citizens, but

£
ur
9]
C
0
.
9]
(J-
s
"

peonle with contact with
the Intelligence community.

cett. When Adid the planning or the

The "itness. T would say in the mniddle of March
I introduced Zayo and Castillo and Contine and thosc
neople Lo John Martino. John HMartiano, at that time,
was engacged in a speaking tour covering hiz activitics
as a prisoncer of Castro for a counle of vears.

As it developed, Martino had astabhlished a

certain rapport with Jack Gore of Tort Tauderdalce,

Perry, her husband beincg an inventor of the

Perry Cubmnarine, linked with Mr. T.in%, the inveontor

of the Link training device and what have vow and

Core heing the nublisher of a Lauvderdale ncwspapor
and Perry being the owner of a chain of newspapers.

Congressman Bill Xramer was involved with therm.

r Y L
sad .'AC’,

Pawley was invclved with thoze people.
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J 17
1 Shortly thereafter, a meeting was arru1jo in
' !
. s e s |
2 Fort Laudercdale to discuss these activities. At
3 this same point in time, Sturgis and Rorle and his
4 peoplc ware involving themselves in scne khoat
bdd - 13 -
z h oncrations. Once again, Stura chowed up on the
0
a é scenc out of nowvhere, attemnting to -- once the
: L ] u‘ .
S 7 finances were fairly certain, Sturgis showed up on
< ] . v . -~
b 51 the scence in the company of a man that Davo had
~
< S detcrmined to be a Castro acent, zn aszociata of
¢ |
g 10 I Balbuena, by the name of Inriguc Yolina Nivera,. onc E
& :
= U of Raoul Casntro's paople who was to dizappear later
3 ‘
: -“ . » »
= 12} with Rorks and Sullivan on a flieht to Meuico.
s 13 Mr. 7Triplett. Was Loran "all invelvad in thosa
= ;
E ": 1'@- ~ o~ 2
. ‘=1 diccuszcions:
Z ! 5
E s The Witness. e was worling with those naonle. |
z ' :
o |
- ¢ | Mall had taken sides with Tnrigun Molina Nivera \
= ; 5
[72} - s . . . . . . .
i 71 zince Tnrique Molina Rivera had heean Risz Sailar in {
x i l
=13 . . . . .
= ‘8 Trescornia and since Hall showed » friendship with 5
@ |
= ¢ . . . . i
£ fe Molina Rivera, Bayo did not want him around. i
)
= i
< v
- N ! Mr. Trivlett. I sec. |
[}
g To backtrack a littl th ’
—— Toe bacltrack a 1li e, vou are @ ocne that i
7‘%"7‘“"@7 : é
¥ - § introduced Bayo to John Martino? i
1

The Witness, (Hodded affirmativelv.)

Mr. Triplett. Ilow and when did vou first mect

Martino? ?
W e L Yirx moelee -‘-_-v -~ N A .
X f’};‘f . P d, - R “
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The Witness. Oh, the first wecel after he was

released, I met him at his home in liami ﬁeach.

Mr. Triplett. %hen he was relecased from the
Cuban prison?

The "itness. TRight.

Mr. Triplett. Did vou have many contacts or
associations with John Martino?

The Witness. Continuously.

Mr. Triplett. In what tvype of eandeavors?

The Vitness. Studying information that was
coming out of Cuba from certain sources. He wanted
to get active in operations agains; Castro in putting
himself into a position of soliciting financial
support Ior tinosc activities.

ir. Triplett. In the planning stages or preparatio
stages of the Bayo-lawley raid, did you have occasion

to have any dealings with Santo Trafficante?

The Witness. o

.

Iir. Triplectt. Other than John Martino and

- .

Dddie
that raid, to your knowlecdge?

The "itness. Well, at the time that
subsequent to the meeting in Jack Gore's offj

-

‘ercale, I had to travel to liew Jersey

-3
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Collinsville, Tllinois to acgquirec weapons for anctlier

group, a saeparate group. While I wvcs involved in

those activities, the Bayo thing was sat to or

rayo cot a 1li

b

g
[

cr

e anxious during my anscnce and guitb
rapidly, promoted Martino intec pursuing hi o

operation; assuming that when I rcturne

have the fire power, the egquipsment for thce operation

=
o
)

nted to tic up all the loosge ends

The fact is, during the nmeeting in Jack Corz's

el

office, T made it a point to %cll Core, Framer and

what have you, Sturgis, once agairn, hanging in the

wings there, that what Rayo was Giscussing as far
as these lcitters and these missile technicianz and

wihat have you, I considered a trap, that it v

R

AR TR
Tas nalvLt.

.

r. Triplett. Bait for what purnose?

The Tlitness. To entrap Dayo

ot

nto returning to

the island and ambush him.

Hr. Triplett. VYou mean a Lait gencrated cut
of Ticdel Castro's opnerations?

The "itneoss, This is vhat I tolld “im, and that
is what T told those people at the meeting.

Mr. Triplett. On your trin to lau Jerszey and
Chicago and Illinois, who did vou see in Wew Jerx_oy?

The Witness. Let me sce.

o

e stayed in Union Cityv

-
.. . u ..,4 u,.u‘.cl...x}. ....Hv.. -
t \ Loe !
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.
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| narticular commande group I was woriing with ran & I
]- 1 4 - . - ~ '\. -..,.‘.'.“ -y N L. '
2 frece-lance bus line relocating Cuvbhan reiugecs to |
3 Union Citv at thirty dollars a hzad with sone !
4 LCcono-iinc vans. In Yew Jersey, I contacted a coupla
" | : N
s $ of people I ¥new to he in the arms husiness and then
0
" 6 later over in Manhattan, I had o counlz reetings
~
4 7 with Traalk Melson, one of Stureis' buddies, the guy l
e 8 thalt originally set up the YMorgan-Trujillo deal g
= |
< 9 back in '59. |
< : |
= 19! ile. Trinlett. N1l right. i
= . . . e o
= il The Ltwo pecple in Wew Jerscy in the arms busiunoess,
T
= 12} was one of them Rolando Masierrer?
< H .
- P !
s i3 The itness. Mo. !
= e tasferrer, at that point in time, was almost
& !
& L
= 125 totally inactive. |
= i :
g .1 . . i
. ‘°i[ Mr. Trirlett. All right. }
= i :
(7} - N . - i
L “Tho was it that vou contacted? g
£ |
b 13 . . .
= '3 The Witness. T would not want tc sav. They !
- |
= $ i s : s ]
£ "1 are American neonle privately in the armn business, }
l -.
(-4 ¢
c - e . . .
~ 20 ! legitimate arms husiness. Thesa were o acguirs ‘
| l
2 : : : e th i ’
- iors 1 convantional side arms andé ammunition, nothinu i
-&a:-_;i,- ! b !
S =1, é
= i illegal. :
i |
23 : : . . i
; Mr. Triplett. The same thinc in Thicago? i
! i
2, .

.3
w

he Witness. Chicago was to sce the formar

)
[l

i

. attorney for Castro, Gus Xancels, (phonetic),
i

{
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Constantin Xangels. I think I and vicited

with I'oword Navie' sister. T +think ot that

tirme T |

had a counle of names of pecople to sce that had hzewn

given to me by Ralusin or through fidnzy

contacts, neople to see in Chicago. Trom there, I

- 3 -~
was iIn o coad

company of ona of thase necnle in the

comnando oroup that ran the hus line

station wacon, and from therc, wo proca2ded o

Collinsville, Tllinois to pick un some autoratic

explosives. |

(8]

waeapons an

Mr. Triplett. 2ll richt.
. To your knowledge, what rols or whot nart 4id
! ¥
|
» Prank Sturcis play orx want to nlay in the Rayc-Tawvloew
i
1 raid?
!
ﬁ T™he Witness. Well, there wvas e ha ne

| narticipation. Te was to he excluvdicd totnllv.

Mr— Trirlett. Well, vou said he

[
-
e

0

-

vt

V)
3

around the wings

e was?

"he Witness. -

once again.

)

!

!

! Mr. Triplett. lle was unsuccessful? |
]

i 5

ﬂ The Witness. As far as I could deteocrmine. i

i ,

i e had had a bit of an encounter twith his :
!

associate, Alex Rorlie, was giving cpes

——— e . . -
I .. - " 3 ——— e e W
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| Palm Beach tc the little olé ladies' scwing circile. l
2 liec was dropping the names of DRI and 33th of Novemher
3 anéd what have you. So we determined that the
[}

leadership of DRI, the directorial stu

[

ant directorat:z,

S and these other weople had not authorized it, so e
é loaded up a couple of cars, one ¢f then heing
7 Loran Hall's car and we proceeded to¢ Palm Reach and i
: i
8 4 advised Forle that here is the nanmes rouw are
|
' .
S éropoing, here is the leadership. e cdo noti want

to hear anymore of it.

- ——

REPORTTRS BULLDING, WASHTHGTON, D.C. 20024 (202) SSH-234S

li Sturgis, at that time, wasg not too happy with
!
1
12 i that. 2 arranged for a meeting subscguont te that
;
- 1 N . - - : .
12} with Sullivan and Rorke and myself in .I'rank lelson's
j
14 | . .
= & apartment, which was around thec cornoer from Dayo's
}
i2 + house on Southwvest Sixth Street and FTourth Avenue. !
' |
vz o y . . ;
.8 | There, Rorke wanted to mend his ways and have a !
a7 : - ; : i
) 17 | dettantec with myself. Somebody, Stur¢is orx sonehody |
e i |
2 i
= elce, had told hin that Dayo was a key Ligure on %
2]
—-— - I
e 13 | some business they were interested in. Suellivan i
]
. |
o ¢ wantced to get my assistance in identifying the
] )
2 . L ] - - H
= " 4 Sam Sight Corridor so they could do a couple of !
<L ) - b i
'\;.57 1 !
=/ 22 ! . . . . i
HANG 1 overflights arnd avoid radar detection fron the !
] 1
a3 , . . C o . '
# Sam Sights. They felt I was guite familiar with !
'l < i ‘
2¢ ) et : '
" Sam Sight locations. '
e i
=" i

3
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vou hear anybhody clse express an opinion that this

(d
1
[}

if any, did vou play in the Dayo-Pawvley raid or its
vreparation?
mhe Witrness. Well, once T rebturnced with the

weapons from Collinsville, Illireis, T was morzs or

n

less committed to that part

l.a -
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them in carrving out their operation and deliwver a
certain anumber of weapons to Tony Questa in hisg

1
group. '

T was not a2t that time r=22llv interested in

what Dayo's situation was. I felt it was in hand anc

what have you.

Unbeknowact to me, Pawley and his crew had
co-opta2d Bayo completely and now I was being invited

to particinate, but not at a cdecision-reliing level.

AMter a2 meetine with Rayo and his poonle and Martir

and thav described what the opcration was goilng to

ha, T acdviscd thew that I could becene either

initial insert on the thing with the toam or he in
a baclkup nosition, but that I was against this coperaiicy

for what it was, supposedly cxtracting some

&

I did not bhelicve the defectors were there

lr. Triplett. Other than your owrn haliefs, 2ic

raic¢ may have had some other purpose? AT & !
. \;Uaivd ]

N e 5 10w ,~,-.--,-.,.--~=. RN LR L - o . :
4%% . : -'3 s AT N P

(€€ 20) vgsu $UOTID9TI0) NJIL “‘Adod aouaszayay




l 100 7T STRELT, S.W. ULPORTERS LULLDIONG, t2OINHGTON, D.C, 20024 (202) SSw-234S

N

/

———e ez

S

~!

-

n

[¢8

- ]
e
-

The "itness., Well,

with ne

- thin was a nure
cut-and-out plan to assassinate Casitrc, that this
whole opcration was being sold Lo the narticinants
as an extraction operation of defectors whers, in

fact, they were going

o

were

going to

it was a bad icea.

Ch

try and catch Castro July the 26th at
Las Mercedecs.
In 1963 was the tenth anniversary of the
h + l
Moncada assault and they felt that Cas:trc would bhe
in one of two places that afternocn on July 206th,
at the Moncada Barracks and later at Lha
|
) !
Camillo San Tuego School in Tas liarceden. They i
I
Y _ . . s i
would have a team waiting for him nt 2ach wlaca. i
i
!
I confronted Bavo with that. e Cid noi think 5
!
i

Mr. Triplett. Did he admit
purpocse?

The Witness. Pasically.

Mr. Triplett. Do you huve anv
happencd on that raic?

The Witness. I think they go=

the place and nissed.

Mr. Triplett.

Martinc

at that v»oint in tins,

to insert a

Do you have

Fal

any

anyhody who surviwved that raicd?
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The Witness. T

o 3
0
N
0
o
141
0

po |

i
I
3

landing tearn,

I think therce were two -- the weord T have c¢o

-
h
("

20
on the ¢rancevine, pure speculation,; thaore ware tvo
Castro agents on the team. They are the two
survivors.

Mr, Trinlett. Do you Inow that thera arc +uvo
survivors?

The Witness. The only word that T heve

racoivod frorm inside Cuba that +therc were *uo

i

Mr. Trinalett. Mo further identificatione o

The Witnacse., Mo namzcg; no nothi=ng.
Ur. Trinlett. lMow, vou montiened thai oat that

sare time, vou were also involved with anoth
2o that Mzonolo Reboso's croup?

The 7itneonss

Mr. Triplett. What name, if any, Aid that

groun have?

The Witnoas. Mo name a' all. Thovy had hasn o

<

CIX tcam prior to that and had been +taken off a

.........

rotainer.

Mr. Trinlett. %Yhat do you Ynow oi the Operation

"~
QO

group?

The Witness. Just comments from pveople lilke

e
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:iino Diaz and others over the ycars that they were
to be the civil government element that would
establish the nzw government cf Cula.

Mr. Triplett. Who was involvcd in that group?
The Witness. Wames and nunier of péople?

Mr. Triplett. Yes.

mhe Witness. Very nebulous. Very nebulous tuing.

The only fecdback I have gotten over the ycars
is that they are getting fewver.

iHr. Triplett. The group is diminishing?

The Witncess. Violently.

Mr. Triplett. Was thecre any sponsor, to your
knowledge, of that group?
The Ulitness. Organized crime.

Mr. Triplett. What, financial sponsorship?

Thc Yitness. &And, political coatrol.

Nr. Triplett. When you say "organized crincz,”
do you know anything more specific thuan that?

The VWlitness. llarcello.

“hc only words that crop up, Lee Lnder Perez,
Carlos iHarcellos. 1lilew Orleans pcopic.

Mr. Triplett. llow, lMcnolo Nezbhozo was a member
cf Operation 40, was he not?

By the way, do you know i!

th
-
.ed
0
(3
=
Ca

organized crime associations?

s .. . i L cen e e - S e e
WA R U WP A
Y LT . M ) . . .
'_'.) . 4 i ..
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1 The Vitness. Ue dealt with them 9ff and on froan

n
-
0
Ld
v
)

2 -- I guess he first started running guns intoc Cuba
k| in early '37. e got to know just cverybody in tho
|
i
4 Lusiness. ;
w . r .
z 3 Mr. Triplett. In the business, you are rooerraay
i
o 8 to what, the casino business cver there?
o_—
e ! . . .- . , . .
< 7 Tha Yitnese. ot necessarily at that poiant in l
~ ]
- ]
e 33§ tinec. ,
< H i
~ l :
. . \ . . . - . - |
< 9 The gun-running networks invclwed organluzcd i
c i . :
= ! crime figures. Joe Morolla, {phonctic}, othcrvize i
(=]
s | %
g 1 ! ] e P W] M s 1 2 ' !
= 1 i nown o8 TMittcburgh Phil, Jermy Tothman, Sturgas i
e : i
2 crew of people that were running gune in thero. !
) 3
a v - ~ 8 ' :
12 Thy do we not take a brealr and hit the restroor '
n
. I
! i
]
;

12 r. Trinplett. All right.
n

13 (chort recess.) i
!

Mr. 7Triplctt. On the recorcd.

-

77111 vou tell us anything further ahout organized

crime contacts in Miami?

The T'itness. The organizzd c¢rine contact

w2
[=
I
-

»

iliami came thirough two sourcces Thoze, such

.{ Inn 7TH STREET, S. V. REFCRTIRS AUTLNTHG, WA

/)
!

&< . . - v e ;
Wl 4 iilke IlcLaney and ilormv Rothmar and these p=ople Lo :

- 14
e | 5
*Y i-point of ‘ t until I was intreduced po 21y '
i+ pois f contact unti was intreduced personally, i
Ii
24 : v 2 1 - Ty 3 g b ] :
i would havs bheen lloward Davis an the only point of
!I
-c i

§ contact to these individuals :

(€€Z DY) VOSH :UOTII3TTO0D NIf ‘Adod 3duazayoy |




1 e others werc where we were approached divcclly
2 throuch Sam Benton, a man that usad the name

3 chuck PRiler, who I believe is Chuch “Ticolotts, was

1
‘l Chuck Micolatti, and I felt these poonlc morcaed at o
si point later in time tec be the sane Faction,
§ Giarncannas, and the rest of that crew that wird
7 under contract bv somebody to do Cuban businass and

. . ; : v
Mr., Trinlectt. Tow is that Mowarcd D

10

I >
S

‘)
()
I"‘.
ot
4
0
8]
0
Q

oSnta

9]

.—
—

1
t
!
1)
1
i
|
i
|
|
|
i

vvere looking for talent. |
%
'
|
i
i
|
i
'
|
|
\
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mhe Witness. Jloward had staved on after the
;2i revolution with Tnutea, (phoactic), liwinc at the
1
131 »alace and what have you, and quite often, was on
i
21 twa zcene when the first casino vneconle, what have
< ) ..
13 vou, hv-passed cverybody and waont to the nresidant
: 1 3 b :
| -
13 | when it appeared Castro was reding te o rilitory g
- i
N 17 | conmrandaer and these casino nagnla ~nd oHreperiy emmors ;
= I i
-l ' H .
u 3 v - .
z 8 £21¢ that Rukeca was going to hova 2 strong nalacno |
o i I
1
: 15 ;
= | rovornmant, thev rerouted. :
]
c .
s 2 ; 3. .o - ?
o - "nwrayd Navis was on the <zons anea wras z2an and |
)
13

~y 1
3;:;"ﬁ hWeecame FYnown o these people. Tatary RPaocul Castro ;
37 N | .
YR T | danorted him heocause of alicning himeoolf with Rutea :
. I
23‘ ] . '
i in cther mattors. They probabhly falt he was workine i
24 . C . :
! for Uncle fSar anyway, and once in iii1ami, working :
25 | . :
ﬂ with Sturgis ané these other people, reacqgualnte :
1 : ST UL N S B A ’

N ' .
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W

himself with these people. Ouxr prime point of
-

contact with Percz Jiminez was Lovard Tavis.

nr. Triplett. To your knowledyce, dic¢ you have

du

any contacts through Sturgis to crganized crimc

tn

The Witnaess. For my groun?

O~

Mr. Triplett. VYes.

T™he iliitness. ilever.

Ny, Trivlett. You say on cccaczion people lila

Sar BDenton would contact you?

—
o

mhe Witness. Right.

cr

Hr. Triplett. Iow many tlies 2id Sam Zeaton
contact you?

m™he Witness. Right after the first oublicity

in Mayv of 1951, Tenton approached us. L aumber of

—
(1)

AEPORTERS BULLOING, VASHTNGYON, . C. 20024 (202) S5u-2345

13
‘4 - nl g . g ‘
i ~nzople approached us. One vac an investicator. )
13 ! !
= ‘ rnother was an attorney. Tere ware people that wantcd!
n 17 ‘ '
o i ro ronain in the bachground and fcolt that this wan :
: 12 i
= P !
g theilr opnortunity to get on Lhe LYandlwayon. They i
- - !
c Is i
~ nad exnressced the fact that somewherd orior to the !
<
s 0 '
Day of PMigs they had been privvy to certain activities |
a1 .
= -l . .
&> | in thc buildup to the Bay of Pigs, and they felt :
I 4 .
L2y = N
f‘/‘*\ s ;
! that our activities werec indicative of a second 5
23 ?
i organizing operation. Thev wvanted to get in on the :
28 ! i
i oround floor. S ANNE G
2s | duaié“ﬁ
1)

Mr. Triplett. The nurpcse was to 2s5tablish &

Fq v ﬂ;;“ S N T e L R .-

Sl B (cc7 o) vosH  tuoTassTron wir ‘Adod souazeyey
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1 rapport with pecople who migh%t take over Cuba.
2 Jas tihils the stated purpcese?
2 The "itness. Right. |
i
1 lir. Triplett. Any other purpesncs ttated Lo i
!
wy
z 5 you, do vou recall?
o .
) !
“ é The itness. Well, Renton apnproachoed us
o~ ‘ . - - L
s 7 initially in May or June of 'l with & »nlan to take
~ |
P 3 out & Cuban vessel in the 3L. Tavrences scaway that !
< i
s 9 was schecduled to deliver morchandise and share narts
= ] ;
-~ 10 I to cuba. They wvanted us to pubt a tzam on the |
s 5 !
£
g i - :
= Ity £t. Leurence seaway and take thoe vessel cut.
“
= 12 } At a later date, they insisted that wo beach
g ]
£ i
s 13 ‘ the vessel comewhere in northern Seorvia or ia
= |
= 1 . )
® & Zouth Carclirna so that they could lzan the vessol
s
< l
v L)
€ 134 and take possession of the vassel and its cargo, which |
e ; i
= ) !
= 13 i we explained to them amounted to vwiracry, f
“aT Tt was one thing to take the vessel out and i
e i |
X} i
. 1 . . L) v ] > A) -~ *
€ 18 ‘ ancther to beack it on U.S. seoil vith an armcd qgroun, :
& ) i
[72] H
£ 5 Mr. Triplett. On whosa helveoih was
£
!
<
S 20| anoroaching vou?
9:—-2731 ™e Wiitness. Well, thev wers not
'==:/47— |
7 ,
] am
iR ¢ ¢ abBlo ot the tine. Thev were pooplce that
2308 s - 1 f R -
# hecadgquarters at the Tontainbicau. zra
1
2¢ | e . . -
% of meetings thcre with Chucl RDiker and
28 ! . :
1l wvas hovering in the bacliground.

—_—
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i
1 2 assume they were orcanized crims peo o le
2 affiliated with Yormy PRothmen and Joco Morolia and
3 those people.
4 Mr. Tripslett. Were vou ever appreoacheld or
{
n |
= < : : I Y 3
a0 solicitated for the purpose ¢f aszassinating
]
- é Pidel Castro?
g
s 7 The "Titnecss The discussions uzuully were the
~ sy s . . -
< £ feasibility and the cost and this occcurrad on more
o~
< 9 then one occasion with Chuck PFiker as offhand
é 10 remarks. HMeclaney mentioned it on more than one
-
]
- 1
= occasion.
a
s .
Y i In all inctances, we usually, vhether it vas
£ l
= H . e .
g 13 i here in Miami or Texas or eclsewhecre, we, or myvsel”
— '
RN .- . .
« —owoaionce, oxr nysci? with iloward Dawvis, would cxploin
& |
& 12 | . , - . . -
€ 'Y 1n ¢Creat Cetail that it would he a zetkack o the
=
= - - " .
) E i 2Zfort, that Racul Casiro would ha in roucr and he
- {
n 17 . e - < .
A | wes a little nmeore gualifiad and o 1it:l. hetter
B !
O - T - s - on .
= sk1lled than Tidel was at housacleaninco,
& .
= 13 . . : - :
oy ! Tith Reoul Castro in charcee, It woull bhe o Iiveloe
g ')0 '
- c | rougiher to conduct operations azainzt Cuba.
JRR Mr. Triplett. Well, bYeyond tece Siscuseions
,_-\’\a—;‘?— | - s ~ - [4 -1t - SRR S R ROt
K‘? )
£37 10 . C o .
¥ i of the advisability or inadvisahility, 8id ig ever
]
23 | :
| ¢et to the point in any discussions whcr2 zomchody
ay i
26 ! I Neys v 9 ] : (R}
| said: 711l you do it, and T will offar vou a
25 |

specific sum of noney?"
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they were Guy Zannister ané Ceorge DelMohronschilt?

The Witness. Conversations subscguent to that,

and recognizing their photographs.,

Mr. Triplett. Wow, was this conversatiocn
specifically directed towards an assassination of

I'idel Castro?

The Witness. Yes.
Mr. Triplett. Did they nake it clcar to

yoeu

that that is what the money was there for?

The litness. That was the initial conversation,

that this wculd be money that ratiher than a

spectacular commanco-type operation, o©il rcfinery,

i or what

, have you, or prisoner-roscue, this would be

|

i

! HEE -t v - vy o, - S Y B - o - . 3 : 1 : .

la n2lt on ons or more high governmcnt officials in

i Cuba.

I YMr. Triplett. HNow, again, just to male it vory

clear, you say "cne or more high governient officials.”

Fidel Castro was specifically named?
“he Witnesgs. And, Raoul Castro and Ch2 Cuowvrra.
Mr. Triplett. I see.

!

! mY. y.y't N m) - .9 .. 3. . b IO

, tne @itness. The conversation wenl on tc discuss

i the almost impossibility of getting those three in

|

I ‘ * .

. the samec piece of real estate at the sane tine.
Mr. Triplett. Iow long Gid this conversation

T e e vowe Yy e V.-' T FE A Y
¥ "'.}‘cw — [ AN st ) . T 1
Y .‘-,1 . D 0 o
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last?

Tiie ‘Titneszs. About an hour.

lir. Triplett. Did someone depart with tiie wmonay?

The Mitness. Yes.

Mr. Triplett. %Who was that?

The Witness. Well, the other guy had an accont
that I really was not sure of. I was assuming at
the time these were Company or Dureau pzople

7lcll, the guy that I renember as thie American,
the in-charge guy, the guy that knew cveryhody and
everythinc and talked law-enforcemeni jargoa, uzed
the word "Bureau" rather than "roIi."

Tuae Cuban that was thero, a relative of Rabell's
Lhat was there, asked: "TThat is the ZTureau?" -- 2:¢
went back to saying "PFBI" and what have vyou.

I think the guy was cedged ou: of iLhe conversation
about tLihat tineo.

Hr. Triplett. Who was this relative of Rakbell's?

The Titness. I am really not sure who it wvas.

lMr. Triplett. All riqght.

50 you have mentioned five peoplec at this meeslinc
novw.

Yourself, Franlt Bartes, Luis labhell, relative of

Rabell's,

Cuy

™hat is six people.
L Tak T

3annister and

o
1Y g
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Larry LaPorde was thero.

Mr., Trinlet Larry LaBorde was there, also?

The 'Titness. Yes.

Mr. Triplott. That is seven nconle.

7as anvhody else there?

The Witness. Rabell's son-in-law was -- these
people are in the living room. e are in a rnen i
ourselves.

Mr. Triplett. All right.

T am talking about the meeting in the garace
rocom with the noney open.

Who, exactly, was there?

™he Witness. I think Lalorde was in the roon
and left, had to make a 'phene c¢all and then rejoinc
the meeting, “ut not rejoining the conversation.

We diéd not =it down. Ve stcod by the fohlae, and the
Ame san and the Turopean and myself, talking to onz

of Rabhell and Talorde, talling

to hin and

chattering back and forth nff to onc 5ide
about five feet away.
The conversation got low In voelune. T owacs turst

more than onca tc get the Cuban's at

or
[ad

anktion to

ex»ilain what wouvld occur if TFidel waz talen out,
The cuv was just not broucht into the

I

am standing there
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My, Trinlett. So that was the onlyr concrate

(S 3

£far vou rcccived to assassinate Tidel Tastro, or

o
~! mha Witness. Well, these ure Jiscussed -= thix
v |
= s !
iy : : : $pea 2 ~prerd T e T v
N situation, anvtime vou are sitting =-- fnTtim2 ¥we W2
& .
vi o . N . . . . : - 2. ey e S - -
- sitting with financiers, this was outematically
-~
~ 7 . .
~ discuszscd.
S 3
[ H . .
< ; Mr, Triplett. All richt. Tat us go one suep
; g
- further
- [} .
~ 10
£ ! Were you ever actually invoelwad --
< 1
s ) A\ b o . -
5 ,‘ T™ha Witness. (Interrposing) T & sorry.
:
o !t This wog the one where ths wonoy was on bhe
= H
= 15
= ! takle, and it was o or no. You walll cut the Jonr
2
2 1 with the monewr, and that is it.
£ s
g ! Thak would have been late Ttav, ecarly Juna of
= 18
= i el
(5] ]7 : .
= ' Mr., Trinlott. 0f 319627 .
S 15
o Tho Yitnesa., Yes.
= 15 ! .
= | .
- My, mrinlatt. Yere vou actuallv over involwvord
- H Y .
< 20
s 2
in any opcration that was put teoceih~r for the
! ;
= L 13 .
X7 i purpose 0f coing to assassinate Tidel Castro or anvy
: ' IS IS s 2 ;
G/ 22
of > s
it other Cuban leacdeors?
23 !

;
|
:
:
1
.
'

|
2 |
:

-+ wuernose of the opercticn. T determincd, at

a later date -- the fact iz the first

w o . . . . N
* .- " 3 _‘-“—-.-_.... RIS R
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v . D ’ .. -
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1i Cuba, I determined was going to he a waylay oneration
2 rathexr than the incsert of the four CIA agents. We
3 were going to spend a little time in the area and
4 then attempt to get to a nearby city aand have a go
(%] .
= 5 at ridel.
o™~
]
) Mr. Triplett. Approximately how nany trips intc
(] ’ -
s 7 Cuba did you make?
S 8 The "Witness. Just that one.
-
S5 S Mr. Triplett. Only one?
< 10 The Yitness. I had flown over andé around and
= 1y )] been off the coast, but actually sctting foot on Cuba
g
- [} . . N .
= 12 for any period of time, that wvas the one in '61,
= 13 Mr. Triplett. 2All richt.
g 1 dov speaking of offcrs to assascirnate, have
< I
E 13 h you read in the press or heard eslsewherc of the
< g
o ' .
= 1§ § account given by Loran all about an ¢ffer of
;|
“ 17| payment for the assassination of John I'. Wonnedy that
= !
T . 18 was madce in Lester Logue's office?
&
13| Tave you hecard that?
~
[ - R
g 20 The Witness. Offhand remarks in Dallas thatc
e 11 occurrcd to myself, and I believe with Howard Davic
i -\'a*’i-v' i
\‘.% 1
2 e _m .
Y <= i one time.
TAN |
- i T o
-35 Mr. Triplilectt. Yhere was Lhis?
|
4 ! L. v 2 —~ ~ . .
2 The Witness. In the Texas Club uvith Lester Locuc
|
785 .
~Y } people in Dallas, Texas.
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flr. Triplett. What, if anythince -- |
The Titness. (Interposing) ¢ <&id nect rarticiuate
in it.
Mr. Triplett. What, if anythince, was said; do
you recall?
ha Witness., The initial discussions were the
feasibility of hitting Castre, and wo had cupericuced
this Lefore. In wvery snort order, the converesztion !
would turn to "Thy co to HMavana when the whele thino
could be resolved by going to Teshingten?” -- and !
expressing ignorance on that or trring Lo change the
cenversation, they would get snecific,

The itness. These werec people where the long:
ceting would be an hour or so, ond it was luncl:, anu

veople were introduced around, like figex

©L names.
"This guy is a retired g¢encral. This guy is

a retired colonel,”" so-and-so and whatbt have vou.

You would be given a brief deucripslion of

who the peonle ware, and we would chat abeur --

socializing, vo0i5s3

At one point in time, a grouv from thaot same origin:

-
-
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e
~
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!
.
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1 traveled frem Dallas to Mianmi in 'CT Thoy met with

ie Ve . - .

2 Tony Ouesta and they made the samo prososal to

3 Tonv Nuosta and his Alpha 66 greoun.

4 Mr., Triplett. "hat exactly was the proposal?
bid »
5 3 The ¥itness. Initially, the conversation warn
T
“w 6 taking out TMidel.
~
< 7 Mr., Triplett. YNo. T mean, thc nroupesal, wan
.
z ! . . . - -
e &% it in the form of "I will pay X numbcr of dollars
~
< 5 for you to take out John I. Yennedy?"

10 Was it that firm, or what was the wording, 1if

ome
—

vyou recall?

AT HGTON,

The Witness. Well, the wording would ho "What

peuses and the size of

REPOITERS BULLDTING

T . » ) " -
¢ tae cqgulnment reguired to take cut Tidel and Raoul
13 ﬂ and Che and vho elsec?"
l
] 1é i 3 the conversation would ¢o cu, ~omehedy weopll
“oWT N make a remarl "Uhe o . T - TN [P 3 fe TP
) jf masfe a remars TUhy co to Havanars ¢ con o Lbe D,
[
= 8 and accenplish the same purnese .,
e
'_=. ]9 '7‘1’1._;'*-*_ . ,|l~ - - £y “l‘ ~1e Y o -y o PR -
;u PR S =i 4 ~QUulu oe < lew CAVNC, 22¢C iy S GO X rAE
S
- conversation “ack to hard operations on Cuha aad +he
:?TT" big picture and the outcome and thin aad that. Then

~

somehbody would hounce back to -- rcfe

(

“r. Triplett. Then, it was, essentially,

loose conversation?

4 The Yitness.

AT
Wi S Ui NI o
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e
1
i

1 Mr. Trimlett. All right.
2 Cetting back to 1963, wou have montioued nrevicucol
3 that vou were involved prior to that in training
4i camnes —--
t
w3 . > 3 -y
= s'i ~he "likness. (Interposing) T want to clari®;
2
© s one nNcine.
s Mr. Triplctt Yes
b4 7 r. o JAN RS . <CS.
& gl The Witness. One of the factors wo zlways raizcd
i
=
o 9‘ with people wasz that anti-Castro Cubhan operations vero
c i
~ 10 % illegal or a violation of the Neutralilty dct, that
[=]
b i
= 11§ just sitting, talking about it was & violation.
- 1
b |
= 52 "srse, Cubhans werc present. Thaey are forecign
o !
= ] ) . .
= 13 4 nationals, considered agente of a foreign vower or
= §
=z i . - ..
= & ¢4 revoluticnary c¢roup and that any dnacisicns or
Ug)
z !
poR B % agreements that were made, we cvroectced -- T nean, w
< !
= :
= 13 i Adid this with Lester Logue or anvhod ol=g, Sidwey
@ 7 ! Tillman. Theoe poonle, to ecep tho nurbhar of wersonns ]
e |
b : 3 a . . - . .
« 18 involved Lo a minimum, would have 2 nariticinate
[ ]
o
= 18 nerzenallw.
~
<
s 2 e wanted no surrogatec. 'le A1 nol tant anv
1 s -
— '1'3 chauffeours or lawryers or saecroiariass. Thav had o h.
AN ";r.' |
K.’.’? v
L= - l o s .
yqﬁ < there whan a decision or a meecbhine wwas held, Wa wante?
|
23

i no new neconle. We wanted no snitches, undercovers

’

j °F what have you.
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94) VOSH :UuO0T3ID9TTOo) NIL ‘Adod adusaxsjyoy




(202) SSn-23458

20024

REFORTERS BUCLDING, VASHIUGTON, D.C,

.

5.

110 ITH STRELT,

4

O

10
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d h—

nrincipals went to jail, and since we were denling
with fairly powerful or influential or affluent
people, we figured we would keep the risk to a
ninimum, that if it branched of to surrogates and

revresentatives or friends or counsinc, then we

1+
=
(\

in trouble. %YWe always kept the meetings tc the
principals and discussed direct action, what can be

accomplished and¢ how it can be accomplisicd

Then, we discussed a wide range ol opcration

(]

Mow, some of these peopble had contacts in Latin hmeri

(¢]
f

)

They had, in some cases, a Circct ralationship with

(o]

Sfomosa or Perazlta at that time and Cuatenalia had

Latin America. So they were not Cringes up here thos

Gid not know what they were doing, and we covered

the full ground of sanctuaricg,
the staging area for whatever oweration ai
first, that we were hesitant to get into i
a hit on Castro on U.S. soil, that if vou wvanted to
pursue that, we would just az soon do it in th
Bahamas or Mexico or British fonduras pref
Dritish soil. CIspecially, if they wanted to
Xennedy or what have you, that the neciing
rapidly adjourn.

o S Vo 3“ Thle ey o =y .

! .t
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conversations,

that

I{ they wanted

fu

to carry on any further

we wvwould meet ouvkzide the

we were notl

nrepared to discuss Lthat type of
activity on U.S. soil.

Hr, Trinlett. All right.

Getting into training canps, vou have nmencicned
an association with a training camp in the Iviergladen
and the training at No-Name Tey.

During'1063 or prior to that, were vou invelvad
with

and mecting with Bartes

any training camps in T.cuisiana?

The Yitness. In '62.

Mr. Triplett. In 1962.

itness, We traveled to the

and Rabell and quite a lew
other people. Ve were invited to cvo to the
2ir “lational Cuard Dase on thoe shore of
Lake Pentchartrain., We werc flewn i & cmall alreralc
by one of LaZorde's contacts over the laka to scout

in an arca near Covington and

shore

train

Civil

Civil

rr.,

of Lale Montchartrain

foxy &

ing camp.

The guy that tool us was a member of

Mr Patrol for that area. e Tlew in =

Air Patrol plane.

Triplett. %ho was

ST I e N e
Th e L -

BRI
PSRN

that?
o T Y o Ty ¥
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The Witness. T cannot recall “iz name, but T |
i
- - e vy i
wvould assum2s he was a friend of Terrie's. Te i
i
reforrad to a man in the hangar thzt was busy taltine |
!
i
to somebody that was an oddhall-looking individual i
[} .
{ 1)
i

that I never ga within twentyv feet of that dic

s
v
o
~

want to tal} to me, that knew of ms and rne
of my Cuban friends and wanted to kecep his

wiich upset us.

e felt that LaBorde had been running his noulh

and had been giving too much information to thene
i mzonle we had Jusit heen introducced teo.
':
i Mr. Mrislett. Did you ever at any time hava E
i i
1 an occasion to meet David Ferris? !
i ‘
| |
: The "Witness. Not dircctly. This 1s the one
;
5% time why I would assume it was Terria. 0ddhall-lockhing

ndividual with a loud voice, practicallw
"Stop right where you are. I know who wou peonle oo

and who our friends are and the wholo bhusin

A rataer embarrassing roment.  Mowra

rard Davis woe
there at the time.
Mr. Triplett. To your kncwledas, @i Tarry Lalorde

ow Dawvid TFerrie?

"he Witness

e cmeemem = m— - _1...- @ et i ¢ ————— e im0 e - e e " e

it just your assumntion?

Wy e L - A ey ey N e e
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1 The Witness., Well, LaBoerde had conmnlaote
2 ignorance az %o anything to de with aviation. U
3 thoucht it strance that he would mow thiz ¢uy In
4 the Ciwvil Mir Patrol and bhe able te us2 hic planc.
i 3 - v wy - - gy ~ £ -, o -
= 5! Mr. Triolett. Do you know what type of nlan:
% !
yid 6 it was?
(g ‘ . L
< 7 The Witness. I think it was a Cessna 1°7.
S 3. Mr, Triplett. All right.
3 i
'
< 9 So youn went out and surwveved citcs ==
= 10 The "itness. {(Interposing) right. Then we
E 2 . ~ R
= 1 came back and we went by vehicle acress the laks.
a
[
=012 Mr., Triplett. Were vou involwed with the
< !
p~4 \
£ 134 sclectian of a site?
= [
= N ™o Witnaoss., mhe firgt =wlaco wra went Lo wos
¢
x
£ 13 } to Covington to *t2lk £o0 an official in the Police.
=] H -
= |
= 18 ﬂ Somabody of raserve military statun. o dreve arcun?
= x
“ W to a denmon Aifferent offices and homas with TLanards
.‘: [}
-
E 8 I and weare introduced to people.
@
£ 19 m™hen, we were taken to a Cathoalie saminary
- l
[
& 2 that was used as a hoys camp in the srrmertinmn,
i |
21 . -
e~ 1 SURmEr was coming on. The place would be emotv for
Sl |
!

4

i arnroximately thrce months. WYe sat down and had

'
23 i . - . . . o iqs
** 4 lunch with one of the priests there and a civilian
2

director of the facility. The pnlace was offered to

~
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’..l

Mr. Triplett. WYas a camnp established there?
The "itness. Not under our auspices at all
ecause T,aPcrde, at that point in tine, had rceruited
a couple of Deputy Sheriffs from Jefforsc ma
e had recruited a number of veople that
to purchase vessels and head ztraicht for rFlorida

showing up unexpectedly with expectati

participating in an invasion of Cub:

o,
-3 . . "3 IR P B T
Mr. Triplett. ©On this trip or tri:s, whataver

it was to inspect for a site for = training canp

and choose oane, waz TFrank Sturcis in +4he vicinity,
to your knowledce?

The Witness. ilo, bul the +hing thas
immediately was that Masferrer had

Group that vas ahout to enmnbark o;

Cuba with Diego Pansaue. "o had a counle meelbings

at the Tuller house on Southwest Twelfih Strect ard
Tighteenth Avenue -- I thinlk it is 1°7: Southwest

G

Zighth Street -- and there T adv

-,

[N

~
.

0
o
5
[
3
0
2
=
0
]

aslerrer that their operation wa
ie operation at the timc, that Ve,

elected an area outside the Statce o}

~
1

soretine in the near future, under our

o}
o
i
[R
+
0

could possibly be us2d by his

also advised him of the fact +hat enovro's
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f I
! necond front, TUscambhray organization, was awar: of
2 this operation and had teld me thay were ahoub to
3 inforn on the operation to law enforcencat
4 authorities, if I ¢id not advisec Macfarror to cangoal
w
o 5 the operation. t
[}
a
w 8 I proceeded to set up a meeting hetween
Ll
~ .
[ . . - . LR d Y
& 7 HMajor Henoyo and HMasferrer at a house con lerthwest
~ .
S 8 Cighth ~Avenue and Third Street and sat deown and
o~
4 S .
© had a heart-to-heart talk abhout not lauvacking :
=t :
- . . i
= ]O; Masferrer's opcration.
£ .
= ! o : : :
£ flznovo nwad operations, at that woint in time, !
P !
= 02 . : i
. | in '62, Menoyo had consenlidaiad and the Alnha thing :
< i !
— !3 H . . . I
c y was in full swing, which, in reality, was an adjunct :
— \ - H
- 1 !
= 1 |
2 ; to Menovo organizeation. !
e i X
= s i
P i3 . . l
g ﬁ Tacy had made arrancemenis far o camn in the i
b ! ‘
= 16 oL s |
= | Peminican Republic on the north coast and 2 came in :
= n x ;
“ T !
- i 7illians Cay in the Bahamas. I was to Adivert :
. !
=z B ) 1
e i Masferrer's operation to a less nublic, less volabtile }
£ i . i
- ! thing andé male »reparations that i'enoyo and his f
§ 10| !
- < . - :
! operation woulc be noved to the ‘locw Orxl-oans cowmn. |
2 1
N " Shortiy thereafter, Meroyo's prronle sdvised ma :
/AP
N ! othat Sturcis had shown up on the Scene and sbariead
! R cCdAXals qac ¢ T . AR Tecne ana stcarted
22 1l
i P
il tallzing about Yew Orleans. 2hout

newsnman, Jim Buchanan of the Uerald, called me

the place where I was stayving at Northuvest Tighth »
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1 and advised me that something had hit the press
2 in the Times in Mew Orleans about = Tann, opicayune,
3 and the whole thing was hlowrn and thai LWis edite:
s %as coing to force him to write some k1.l of 1 story
{
2 5% and he wanted to something on it.
Laa
T i
“ o So T told him that we had heen checlkine ou: the
E 7 area butt the reoople there re not sccurity cunsciocu:s
A4
§ 3 1 and what have you. We decided %40 cancel our intereszt
[}
- I
o ¢ | in the Mew Orlzans area, and he dic = story ¢
-t
’ I
= i
< 10l couple days later on it.
b= |
2 !
= 1 ! ¥r. Triplett. At that time, to ysur knowledoao,
= !
(2] !
£ 12! was Trank Sturgis working with L. Ncvard Uunt?
- !
= 1 . . .
= 11 The Witness. I would not lnow at that time.
1
= i
£ ! T had considered Sturqgis an informant for the
1
¥ i
z [}
b ‘ 13 o -~ o 3 -1 e P r vaew o~ ~Ye ol
- -—de M - I P 1 AR N - Ay SR P [ S R
e iz Inte gence community that was Zogoing ny tr
[=]
= !
® 13 ) M"e was nol somehody to deal with.
- I
@7 Hr.Prinlett. UWell then, am T correct in
<
w !S‘ underctanding that you were never involved in uny
@ ,
£ 15l Aactual training in Touisiana®
- |
< 1 )
s 2 | The "Titness=.  None wha*socvoer.
|
| ,
n Ar. Triplett.  All right.
- !
S5
-D}“" . Ty 4N A Y A
/ 12 lta resuvect to NWew Crleanz, Jid vou cver havw

23 1occazion te neet William
|
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1 15
1 The Witness. That is the owner