INTRODUCTION

{(1)* Two primary factors prompted the committee’s investigation of
anti-Castro activists and organizations. First, the committee ascer-
tained that as a consequence of the efforts, the failure and the eventual
unwillingness of the Kennedy administration to liberate Cuba from
Castro, these persons and organizations, acquired the means, motive,
and opportunity to assassinate the President. Second, the committee
believed that Lee Harvey Oswald’s verified association with anti-
Castro Cubans while living in New Orleans during 1963, together with
his possible contacts with other anti-Castro activists, further enhanced
the possibility of the involvement of anti-Castro elements in the
assassination. For these reasons, the committee investigated numerous
anti-Castro organizations and operatives and Oswald’s activities while
living in New Orleans to determine their connection, if any, to the
assassination,

(2) The committee initiated its investigation by selecting the most
active anti-Castro groups and their key leaders from among the more
than 100 anti-Castro organizations in existence in November 1963.
These groups included Alpha 66, Cuban Revolutionary Junta
(JURE), Commandos L, the Directorio Revolutionario Estudiantial
(DRE), the Cuban Revolutionary Council (CRC), which includes the
Frente Revolucianario Democratico (FRD), the Junta Gobierno de
Cuba in Exilo (JGCE), the 30th of November, the International
Penetration Forces (InterPen), Revolutionary Recovery Movement
(MRR), and Ejercito Invasor Cubano (EIC). Their selection evolved
both from the committee’s independent field investigation and the
examination of the files and records maintained by the Federal and
local agencies then monitoring Cuban exile activity, including local
police departments, the FBI, the CTA, the Bureau of Narcotics and
Dangerous Drugs (now the Drug Enforcement Administration, or
DEA), the Customs Service, the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, and the Department of Defense.

(3) These “action groups” were the movements most active on both
the military and propaganda fronts: the groups that not only talked
about anti-Castro operations, but actually carried out infiltrations and
raids into Cuba, conducted Castro assassination attempts, participated
in a multiplicity of arms dealings and possessed the most vociferous
and aggressive leaders. These groups and individuals, the target of the
Kennedy administration’s crackdown on anti-Castro operations fol-
Towing the Cuban missile erisis. were the bitterest and felt the most
betraved by President Kennedy’s policies.

*Arahic numerals in parentheses at the beginning of paragraphs indicate the
paragraph numher for purposes of citation and referencing; italic numerals in
parentheses in the middle or at the end of sentences indicate references which can
be found at the end of each report or section.
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(4) After selecting these groups, the committee focused its investi-
gation on the key members in each group and concentrated on uncover-
ing links to Lee Harvey Oswald. The committee found evidence or
indications of contacts between Oswald and four individuals who were
associated with anti-Castro groups. These persons were JURE mem-
ber Silvia Odio, Alpha 66 leader Antonio Veciana, CRC designate
Frank Bartes, and DRE member Carlos Bringuier. Oswald encoun-
te:fred both Bartes and Bringuier in New Orleans during the summer
of 1963.

(5) The committee also focused its investigation on Oswald’s ac-
tivities while living in New Orleans from April to August 1963. Os-
wald apparently established some contacts with non-Cubans of anti-
Castro sentiments who were not alined with any group, such as David
Ferrie.

(6) This staff report reflects the nature of the committee’s investiga-
tion of the anti-Castro and New Orleans areas. It does not, however,
reflect all of the investigative work conducted, nor all of the staff anal-
ysis relating to the anti-Castro and New Orleans subject matters.

(7) Other areas that are not directly reflected in these reports include
the statements of the “Clinton witnesses,” seven persons who claim
they saw Oswald together with David Ferrie and a New Orleans busi-
nessman, Clay Shaw, in Clinton, La., during late August or early Sep-
tember 1963.

(8) This report does not contain committee conclusions,





