Classirication:
- 191 - gl &F

(This form is to be ysed for material extracted

from ClA——controlled documents.).
and we considered that_ interview inadequate.,
(I should point out that we do not consider
it totally inadequate, however. It is only
on details such as Oswald's physical
appearance, side comments or remarks he
may have made, etc., that we would Tike to
interrogate Mrs. Duran further. On the
essential point of whether ornot his con-
tacts with the Embassy consisted of anything
other than an attempt to travel to Cuba,
Silvt& Duran's knowledge has probably been
exhausted.) 708/

The Warren Commission staff's attempts to inter-
view Ms. Duran never succeeded. 709/ Ms. Duran was not

intervievwed by Americans until 1976, when two reporters

from the Washington Post interviewed her. 710/ On
June 6, 1978, representatives of the House Select Committee

ton. Assassinations interviewed Ms. Buran in Mexico City.

VI. Information not available at the time of the Warren

Commission investigation

A. Silvia Tirado (nee Duran)
1. House Select Committee on Assassinations 6/6/78
Intérview of Silvia Tirado
Ms. Tirado (Silvia divorced Horatio Duran in 19868)
. was never questioned by American officials in 1963. Thus,
the Committee established contact with the &exican govern-
ment and requested that the Kaxican government make

Silvia Tirado avajiable for an interview. 711/ The Mexican
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government complied on 6/6/78. Ms. Tirado told the House
Select Committee on Assassinations the following:

Lee Harvey Oswald visited the Cuban Consulate three

times on September 27, 1963, not twice as the Warreﬁﬁéom-

mission previously reported. 712/ Oswald first visited E!
the Cuban Consulate at approximately 11:00 a.m., requesting °
an intransit visa to Cuba with Russia as the final destina- Es

tion. 713/ He showed her some documents, then left to

.obtain photographs ne;ded for his application. nyg 4
) Oswald returned at approximately 1:00 p.m. with Eg

four photographs. 715/ Ms. Tirado typed the application

in duplicate, stapled a picture on top of each and haﬁ Os-

Wald sign each in her presence. 716/ As identification,

Oswald showed her documents he had brought: his Russian

labor card, marriage certificate with the name of his

Russian wife, his American Communist Party membership.card

SR =0
and his “"Fair Play for Cuba®" membership card. 717/

cious because normally a Communist traveled only with his
passport as belonging o the Communist Party was illegal
in Mexico in 19€3. 718/ |

There #as 3 srocedure whereby the American Communist

Party would zrrance visa matters for their members with the

o Classification:
2¢CcOs:

Ms. Tirado fouﬁd Lee Harvey Oswald's behavior suspi- gs
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Cuban Communist Party. 719/ The American would the Es

come to Mexico, visit the Cuban Consulate, and receive

his visa immediately. 710/ When Tirado asked Oswald why Eg

he did not_have the American Communist Party arrange his

trip to Cuba, he stated that he had not had the time. 121/ Ea
After exp{aining to Oswald that he had to acquire

a Russian visa before he could receive a Cuban visa; Tirado

jotted her name and business phone number on a piece of ég

paper and gave it to Oswald who then left to get his Rus-

sian visa. 722/ | Egyﬁ%
Oswald returned to the Cuban Consulate between

$:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m., which was after normal working Eg

hours, 10:00 to 2:00 p.m. 723/ The guard called Tirado,

stating that someone who didnot speak Spanish was at the .

gate inquiring about a visa. 724/ As routine procedure, :g§7;

she asked the guard to escort the individual to her office. 725/

Oswald told. her that he had a.cquired a Russian visa. 736/ é .

"Since he did not produce it when asked, she called the

Russian Consulate. 727/ Tae CoqsuI to]d.Duran that Oswald _é;

had been to the Consalate‘rEQUesting a vis2 and had been

t0ld that the reply would take approximately four months. 728/ és

Xhen she relayed the mzssage %o J2wald, he got very excites,

insfsting that as a perscn wh& 23c Peen in jail because
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of the Cuban Revolution he should receive a ;isa. 729/
Oswald stated that he could not wait that long because
his Mexican visa expired in three days. 730/ At this
point, Mﬁ;ijirado informed Consul Eusebio Azcue of the
situation. 731/ Azcue had been in his private office
which he shared with his upcoming feplaqement, Alfredo
Mirabal. 732/ Azcue politely explained the requisites
for an intransit visa to Oswald. 733/ When he noticed
that Oswald was a stubborn man he told Oswald that he
was'obviohs]y not a friend of the Cuban revolution be-
cause he would otherwise understand that Cuba had to be
extremely careful with the people it allowed in the coun-
try. 734/ Azcue and Oswald yelled at each other. 735/
Thgn Azcue went to the door, opened it and asked Oswald
to leave. 736/ Oswald did not revisit or teleﬁhone the
Consulate. 737/ H#Ms. Tirado described Lee Harvey Oswald -
as approximately five feet six, with sparse blonde khair,

weighing about 125 .. pounds. 738?

2. CiA fnformation not available at the time of
the Warren Cammissicn investigation

a. LIRIHNE/2 allagszsian

in 1867 2 vreport thnat Siivia Duran nad had intimate
relaticas with Lee #Harvey Jswald came bo the attantican
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of the Central Intelligecne Agency's Mexico City Station. 739/
The sourée. LIRING/3, stated th;t he had recently re-
ceived a call from Silvia Duran. 740/ A telephone tap

on LIRING/3's telephone conTirmed that Silvia Duran had
called LIRING. 741/ LIRING/3 reported that he had visited

+ Silvia to renew acquiaintancees. 742/ During the visit,

Duran told LIRING/3 that she had met Lee Harvey Oswald
at the Cuban Consulate when he applied for a visa and
had dated him on several occasions. 743/ Duran admitted
that she had had intimate relations with Oswald, but in-
sisted that she had no idea of his plans. 744/ 1In addi-
tion, Duran told LIRING/3 that when the news of the as-
sassination became public knowledge, the Mexican govern-
ment arrested her and during the interrogation beat her
until she admitted that she had had an affair with Lee
Harvey Oswald. 745/ Rowton 746/ counseled LIRING/3
agaiﬁ%t any further contact'ﬁith Duran because the Cubans
or the Mexican police might become suspicious of him. 747/
Tﬁere is no fadication in Rowton's report as to why con-
tact with Stlvia wouid make the Cudbans suspicious.

The C1A Mexicc City Station reporied this informa-
tion to headquerters}

First, thet Silvia DJuran had sexuval intercourse
[ ) [ ] - - o eme
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Wwith Lee Harvey Oswald on several occasions
when the latter was in Mexico is probably
new, but adds little to the Oswald case.
Second, the Mexican police did not report

the extent of the Duran-Oswald relationship
to this Station. 749/

In the chronology of the Mexico City investigat¥o
of Oswald Raymond .Rocca _notes: "Why didn't .MexXico
police give vus all info?" :750/ This was not the first
report of such a relationship between Oswald and.Duran.
Elena Garro had}reported the same information to Charles

Thomas in 1965. 751/

-~

That the Mexican governﬁent did not diéc]osé all‘
the information in its possession to American authorities
raises one of three passibilities:

1) the Mexican government did not want to disclose
that one of its citizens had had intimate rela-
tions with the assassin of John Kennedy; or

2) Silvia Duran was a Mexican penetration agent
in the Cuban Consulate and the Mexican goyerﬁf’
ment was protecting its informant by minimiz%hg

her relationship with Oswaid; or

3) they forgot, i.e., a pure ana simple mistake.
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b. The possibility that Silvia Duran was an
agent for either American, Mexican or Cuban

Intelligence

Since the publication of the Warren Commission Eg
Report in September 1964, critics have written about the
possibility that Silvia Duran was an intelligence agent Eg
for either thé Americans, Mexicans or Cubans.

‘1) Was Silvia Duran an agént, asset or source E;

for Mexican or American intelligence?

In an effort to resolve this question, the House
Select Committee on Assassinations reviewed the United
States investigative agencies' files on Silvia Duran. 152/
The Committee found no evidence in this file review that

Siivia Duran was either an American or Mexican intelli-

of the Mexico City Statfon employees about the possibility.
Only David Phillips, Chief of Covert Action and the Cuban
Saction in the Mexico City Station in 1963, a positicn
which made hia very knsﬁiedgeabie, considered that Duran

gence agent. ' | N : é
o " In addition, the-Committee has interviewed most

was jossibiy an agent or sourca. %r. Phillips stated that

NV e
v A o
-t -
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“at one time the agency pitched 753/ almost.é;eryone

at the Cuban Embassy." 754/ Mr. Phillips stated that

he had first heard Duran's name from the telephone

intercept transcripts. 755/ But Mr. Phillips asserted

that the CIA had no interest in Ms. Duran because "she

wasn't friendly with anyone." 756/ Mr. Phillips had

previously mentioned the CIA Mexico City Station's in-
terest in recruiting a former Cuban Ambassador to Mexico
named Lechuga. 757/ .Mr. Phillips was shown a memorandum
written by.w. David Slawson of the Warren Commission staff

regarding a trip to#Mexico by Warren Commission staff

members which said:

Mr. Scott's (Chief of the CIA Station in Mexi-
co City) narrative disclosed that the CIA's
action immediately after the assassination con-
sisted basically of alerting all its confiden-
tial sources of information throughout Mexico

to immediately channel all information into
their headquarters, and of compiling as com-
plete dossiers as possible on Oswald and every-
one else throughoiit' Mexico who at that time ~
the CIA knew had had some contact with Oswald...
This meant especially Silvia Duran, who because
she had previously been having an affair with
Lechuga, the Former Cuban Ambassador to Mexico
and presently the Cuban representative at the
United Nations, had previouslv been of substan-
tial interest to the CIA...7%52/

Mr. Phi11ips was surprised by this and stated

that “No one 12t me in on this operation." 759/ But

Classification:
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Mr. Phillips added that he doubted that Duran would ‘g
have been p1tched because the Station could not identify
any of her weaknesses. The Committee staff members then Eg
told Mr. Phillips about the reporting on file concerning
Ms. Duran from one of the Station's penetration agents, Ea
LIE@“{P'\' ,]at the Cuban Embassy. At one point LIEQWF'}' .] |
had reported to his case off{cer that all that would
have to be done to recruit Ms. Duran was.to get a blonde, éa
blue-eyed American in bed with her. 761/ With this, Mr.
Phillips said that it did indeed sound as if the Station g’c
had targeted Ms. Duran for recruitment, that the Station's
interest had been substantial, and that the weaknesses
and means had been identified. 762/ Mr. Phillips
pointed out, however, that because Duran had been targeted
did not neceésar11y mean that she had been pitched. 763/

In addition, he stated that he had never heard that Duran
had bgen pitched. 764/

A
!
4

== i - :
Mr. Phillips did state that he would expect that Eg
Ms. Duran's file at the CIA would be "very thick® because Eg

of all the telephone intercepts that concerned her and o

tha substantial interest that the Station had in her. 765/ (-
He stated that much of the material in her file should Eg
predate the assassination. 785/ Mr. Phillips stated that )
Classification: g
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d be very surprised if Ms. Duran s 201 f11e was

nd contained only a few pre-assassination docu-

ments. 767/ This is in fact the case of the Headquarters

201 file. 768/ This Committee has asked the CIA to make

L N

Ms. Duran's Mexican “P* 769/ (personality) file avaflable

for revi

was no

iew. The CIA informed the Comm1ttee that there
“P" file available on Ms. Duran 7170/

Another CIA employee_.'[i CIAD

]who worked on

an “Oswald Task Force" 1n late Septembér or early October

of 1975 dealing with Freedom of Information Act law suits

brought

against the Agency concerning the files on Lee

Harvey Oswald, stated that he believed that Ms. Duran may

have be

en a source of information for either the CIA or

the Mexicans. 771/ Mr [C”A O }:ouId not recall why he

specifi

was due

ca]ly had this reco]]ection. but thought that 1t
to something he had seen {n Oswald's file. 772/

.-—-
i

He said that 1t may have been the Agency s attempts to

protect Ms. Duran after the assassinatipn and the heavy

o«

cable traffic that those attempts generatéd that led him -

to his

inference that she was a source of information

for sither the Agency or the Mexicans. 773/

not to

2000317

Jespite LIRI—NG/B'AS case afficer's asking LIRING/3

recontact Ms. Duran, Hr Phi111 s' atenents.and

i]
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[ eTA D lhazy recollections, the tommittee cannot

definitel& resolve whether Silvia Duran was a Mexican or

American intelligence agent or source.

. pEs
t?

(2) was Silvia Duran a Cuban intelligence agen

In an effort to resolve this question, the HSCA

reviewed the United States investigative agencies' files
on Silvia Duran. 774/ The Committee found no evidence in

the files that would indicate that Ms. Duran was associated
with Cuban intelligence.

In addition, the HSCA 1interviewed most of the Mexi-
co City Station employees about the possibility that Duran
worked for Cuban intelligence. Only Barney Hidalgo, a
CIA officer who travelled to Mexico Cfty in 1963, considered
the possibility to be 1ikely. 775/ Mr. Hidalgo, professing
not to remember all the details, stated that he thought
that Duran Was a Cuban intelligence agent. 776/ Hidalge
said:

At the time when this contact toid me,of
Silvia Duran [ tied the two together, yes, p
sir. 1 don't know, how at that time {t

was obvious to me as an inteiligence agent
that there was some connection there but

it was of no {nterest whatsoever i{c nme,

I do remember that when ! next saw this
contact of mine I mentioned the fact o

him and let him proceed to do whatever ne

LY L3 ° ' - - -‘.'_.\.J -3 M
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wanted to. 777/ |
Mr. Hidalgo further stated that he never resolved
the issue. 778/
With no corroborating -evidence for Mr. Hidalgo's
memory, the Committee must conclude that Silvia Duran

was probably never employed by Cuban Intelligence..

B. The Cubans

1. Eusebio Azcue Lopez

-

When Lee Harvey Oswald allegedly visited fﬁe Cuban
Consu?ate, Eusebio Azcue Lopez, a Cuban citizen, was the .
Cuban Consul. 779/ Because he had diplomatic immunity,
the Cuban government had never been asked to make him
available for questioning. 780/ The Committee, in an ef-
fort to investigate Oswaid's contact: with representatives
of the Cuban government, asked the Cuban government to -

make Eusebio Azcue available=xfor Committee and staff inter-

views. 781/ The Cuban government complied with the Commit-

tee's request on April 1, 1978. 782/

Ouring that interview, Mr. Azcue alieged that the
man Jack Ruby shot in the Sailas Peolice Statiocn was not
the same {individual who had visitec the Cuban Ccnsulate

in 1963. 783/ In addition, #r. Azcue s?a't'egqéhat Alfredo
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MirabaI,.who in September 1963, had recently arrived

from Cuba to assume the Consul's duties, had also been

T W v

present during Oswald's visit. 784/ During a second

trip to Cuba, the Committee interviewed Alfredo ﬁ??gba]. 785/
Subsequent to this.second trip to Havana, the Committee

aSked the Cuban government to make Eusebio Aicue and’ '
Alfredo Mirabal available for the public hearings on Sep-
tember 18, 1978. 786/ The Cuban government complied with

the Committee's request.

-~

[
o

Eusebio Azcue Lopez told the House Select Commiftee,
on Assassinations at a public heéring on 9/18/75 the
following:

An individual who gave the name Lee Harvey Oswald
visited the Cuban Consulate on three occasions in late
September 787/ and early October 1963. 788/ The indivi-
dual first visited the Cuban Consulate during wor}ing |
hours, requesting an intransit visa to Cuba with ;i:;ia
as the final destination. 789/ The man showed the secre-
tary, Silvia Duran, some documents 789a/ which he believed
wouid be sufficient to obtain a visa. 789b; When the

secretary would not grant him a visa, the man asked Azcue

t0 522 whether upon examipnation of the documents he could

ts
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grant him a visa. 789¢/ Azcue answered negatively. 789d/

The individual then left to obtain photographs needed
~ for his application. 789e/
;= _The man probably returned on September 27, 1963 789F/..
with the photographs and completed the applications
in Ms. Duran's bresence.zggé) As the amount of time re-
quired to process this document could have taken as long
as twenty days or the response could have been negative,
Azcue told the man that he could’grant him an intransit
visa to Cuba, without consulting his government, if he
had a Qussian visa.789h/ The individual then left to
attempt to obtain his Russian visa. 789i/
After the man left the Cuban Consulate, Azcue re-
‘ceived a telephone call 7B9j/ from the Soviet Consulte. 790/
The Soviet Consul explained that the man's documents
were legitimate, but that the Soviet Consulate could not-
©fssue x-visa until it received authorization from Moscow. 793/
Emﬁhasizing that the Cuban Consulate never re-
ceived visitors after working hours 792/ Mr. Azcue opiﬂgd
that the'individual probably returned to the Consulate
on September 28, 1963. 793/ When Azcue explained to
Oswald that he could not grant nim a visa, the man made
statements directed agafns: Cuba and ca]}ed Cuba a
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bureaucracy. 794/ At that point, Azcue became upset and -

asked the individual to leave the Consulate. 795/ Oswald
did not revisit the Consulate. 796/
Mr. Azcue deﬁcribed the man who visited the Consu-
- late as follows: a white male, between 5'6" and 5'7",
over 30 years of age, very thin long face, with straight
eyebrows and a cold look in his eyes. 797/ Azcue.alleged
that he would never have identified Lee Harvey Oswald as

the man who visitéd the Cuban Conéulate in 1963.

2. Alfredo Mirabal Diaz

Alfredo Mirabal Diaz told the House Select Committee
on Assassinations, at a-public hearing on 9/18/78, 797A/

Cuban Consulate twice 798/ in September 1963. 799/ Since
Mirabal could not speak Engiish though he was th!hhgw,Con-
sul, ex-Consul Azcue handled the matter. 800/ .On both
occasions there were such loud arguments between Jswald 73
and‘Azcue that Mirabal thought that the man's visit to
the Consulate was a case of provocation. 801/
Though Miratal caught only glimpses of the man

he opined that the person whose picture appears on Lee

theifollowing: é
) Lee Harvey Oswald, seeking a visa, visited the
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Harvey Oswald's visa applicatfon was the same Lee Harvey

Oswald who visited the Consulate. 802/ Mirabel was about Eg
4 meters away from Oswald each time he caught glimpses of
him. 802a/ Oswald was at the Consulate between 15 and 20 ‘g

minutes on each visit. 802b/

C. Elena Garro de Paz

On October 5, 1964, eleven days after the publication
of the Warren Commission Report, E'Iena Garro de Paz' story
alleging Lee Harvey Oswald's presence at a party in Mexico

City attended by Cuban government personnel came to the attentionlgsﬁﬁﬁ
of the Central Intelligence Agency. 803/

1. Elena's story as reported October 5, 1964

Elena Garro de Pai 804/ and Deba Garro de Guerrero
Galvan, first cousins of Horatio, Ruben and Lydia Duran,
were invited to a twist party at the home of Ruben Duran
in the middle of the week in the fall of 1963. 805/ Lee

-

Harvey Oswald was alleged to have been at this party 1n

The Americans remained together the antire evening and
did not dance. 807/ When Elena tried to soeak with the
Americans, she was "shifted” to another rcca by one of
her cousins. 808/ The memo does not State whether Elena

had ment10ne%: hich cousin nad aot 2llowed her to speak

fassi ication: , .f "33
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to the Americans. One of Elena's cousins told her at a!
the time ‘that (he or she) did not know who the Americans
were except that Silvia Duran (an employee of the Cuban g’
Embassy and the wife of Horatio Duran), hag?grough;
them to the party. 809/ ‘ g
Tﬁe day after the party, Elena and Deba saw the ]
three Americans on the Insurgentes, a main avenue in
Mexico'City. 810/ The Garros claimed that they had recogQ Eg
nized Oswald's photograph when it was published after .
the assassination. 811/ Silvia Duran's arrest “under- ig
lined the Garros' certainty" that the man had been Lee
Harvey Oswald. 812/
The source of the memo was a witting 813/ Central
Intelligence Agency asset known by the cryptonym LICOOKIE/1

whom the Committee identified as June Cobb Sharp while

Cobb was.sent to her house shortly after thexassassination Tl
for a few days, by a mutwat friend, a Costa kican writer
named Eunice Qdio. 814/ Mc. Garro asserted that while ’
at.her house, Ms. Cobb exoressed interest in the Kennady
assassfnaticn. 8315/ One night, Zlena's sister Deba, whe

reviewing the LICOOKIE fite. Accor§ing to Elena, Ms. . s;

was visitinz, got ﬂrunk and 214 the whole skory. 2i6,

. . -, - A - ..
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Deba go to Texas to tell their story. 817/ Elena stated

that when Cobb's suggestion was rejected, Cobb stated
that she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station
--Lhief. 818/ The meeting-did not occur because Ms. Cobb ;ar

was asked to leave the Garro house evidently because
she kicked Elena's cat. 819/ A notation on the memo says
that LICOOKIE/1 never regained contact with Elena Garro
de Paz..820/

The LICOOKIE memo was not inserted ip either the
Elena Garro or Lee Harvey Oswald "P" 821/ (personatlity)
file but in a local leftist and Cuban project file. The
Committee learned about the memo from Wx-7241, a chrono-
logical history of the Oswald case prepared by Raymond
Rocca for the CIA in 1967. The memo was found in Decem-
ber, 1965 by Stanley Watson. A marginal notation on
Wx7241 says, “Why uﬁs this not sent to Headquarters?" 323/

“*The Committee has beem able to determine that the memo B

was forwarded to Headquarters shortly thereafter.

2. Octgober 12, 1964 CIA Memo for the Record

On QOctober 12, !96% the CI3 Mexico City Station’s
Chief of Covert Action, Ji® Flannery. wrote a mema for

the reCord reporting fhat ETena Sarso d2 Paz kad toid
L -
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her story to Eunice Odio. 824/

Elena Garro told Ms. Odio the story personally or if
Ms. Cobb related the story to Ms. Odio wﬂﬁ*re}ayed it to
"Tichborn." 825/

The story is not as detailed as the 10/5/64 ver-
sion. There is no mention of Deba Garro Guerrero Galvan.

The Committee has not been able to determine if E’

The story, perhaps because it is third hand, differs

......
By

from the previous story in two areas: It states that -
the party was at the Cuban Embassy, as opposed to Ruben é;
Duran';; and that Elena talked to a Cuban Embassy offi-
cial instead of her cousins about the three Americans.
Attached to the memo was a note from Flannery to
the Chief of Station, Winston Scott, which read, "Do you
want me to send the gist of this to Headquarters?" Scott
then noted that the memo should be filed. 826/ The file
indications show that the memo wentlinto'fﬁe Oswald "p*

file and the Elena EGarro “P" file. 827/

3n November 24, 1853 2 Zentral Intelligence Agency
agenrt 323/ rvreuwari2d informatisn 823/ derivad from an asset,

*LICHANT/T.® 8230/ e agent zsserted that June Cobb was
' ST g

e en . ‘ 3?

. A

GGSSiﬁCQ ﬁcn': Rl

3. November 28, 1964 CIA Informant Recort ég .
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an "American Communist" who rented a room from Elena
Garro. 831/ In addftion, the informant claimed that
ETena had also told her story to an American official
at the Embassy, who claimed to'::;resent the Warren Com-
mission. 832/ The Chief of Station noted that he had
asked LICHANT/1 to pursue the story 833/ but there is’

no indication that the Chief of Station followed through
with the request. 834/

* 4. November 24, 1964 Elena Garro meeting with

Mexico City Legal Attaché-offiéers

Elena and her daughter reporied their story to the -E;
Mexico City Legal Attache on November 24, 1964. 835/
(The Legal Attache in 1964 was Clark Anderson.) They ' gs
recounted the same story previously given to June Cobb o
Sharp ¥n October 1964. 836/ ETena gave the date of the
party as September 30, October 1 or October 2, 1963. 837/ Eg
The agent who wrote the repcrt ggg/ noted that Lee Harvey:
Oswald couTd not have been identical with the American 839/ gg
allegedly cbserved by Mrs. Paz at the party if this party
were Seid ar the evening of Qctoter T or October 2, 1963. 840/ é
flen2 was guestioned regarzding the identity of .

otker persgas zttending the party at the Ruben Duyrans home
Classification:
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whq might have been in a position to observe the three
Americans. 841/ Elena stated that in the course of

the party her daughte;.met a young man named "Aiejandro"
at the party and danceq,with him.‘§i§¥§ He was apparently
quite smitten with,thé daughter and tried to call her

on several occasions after the party. 843/ . The daughter
did not take the calls and as a result “Alejandro" wrote
several letters to the daughter. 844/ Ms. Garro exhibitéd

two of the letters, as well as a business card which

‘identified the young man as Ario Alejandro Lavagnini

Stenjus. 845/

The letter which Ms. Garro said was the first
written by the young man to her daughter bore the date
September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office post-
mark dated September 2, 1963. 846/ When this was pointed
out to Ms. Garro she commented that the Communists pro- -
bably had facilities for falsifying ﬁE?%marks. 847/

To investigate Ms. Garro's story further, repré-
sentatives from the Legal Attache's office interviewed
Ario Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius cn November 27, 1964. 848/
Lavagnini recaiieﬁ~th§t there were approximately thirty
seﬁo!e at Ruben Zuran's party. few of whom he knew. 849/
He recalled ha¥ing met a Mexicas gir ﬁpofhgd_recentIy

Cicssification: .
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returned from 1iving in France. 850/ He was unable to
fix the date of the party but felt it was probably early
in September because of a heavy rain which occurred as they
wete leaving the pafty about 2:00 a.m. §§l7

Lavagnini said that no Americans were present at
this party. 852/ He was familiar witﬁ‘the physical de-
scription of Lee Harvey Oswald because of publicity fol-
lowing the assassination of Presidenf Kennedy, but other-
wise'had no knowledge of him and had never seen him except
for news photographs following the assassination. 853/

-Lavagnini was the only person interviewed by
the Legal Attache representatives who attended parties at
the Duran house in the Seﬁtember—October time frame.

There is no indication in the FBI document that
this information was given to the Central Intelligence

Agency's Mexico City Station. 854/

b — 3

5. Charles Thomas' first meeting with Elena Garro

where Lee Harvey Oswald is discussed

On 12/10/65, Charles Thomas, a political officer
at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a con-

versation with Elena Garro de Paz. 855/ The meeting

~

with Elena had been about other matt% 856 gt he men-

Qawilied by dertvaron:

o

lh-:



O ——————— e

Classirication; °_ < =r~uo/d ium J

(This form is to be used for mc?enal extracted
from ClA—controlled documenfs )

- 213 -
tioned knowing Oswald. 857/ Thomas noted that she was
reluctant to talk but did. 858/

Elena's story reported here is the same as that

given in the LICOOKIE memo dated=}0/5/64, but with more -

D .- DN

details. She said that General Jose Jesus Clark Flores

(a friend of Ruben Duran's), Silvia Duran, Eusebio Azcue,

Emilio Carballido. (a pro-Communist writer-friend of the
Durans), and a Latin American Negro man with red hair

(unidentified) were at the party. 859/ A marginal com-

)
o
1-
¥,
M

ment by this entry in Wx- 7241 says, "How did Elena know
about a red-haired Negro’“ 860/ Elena also told Thomas
that she had later learned that “Silvia Ouran had been
Oswald's mistress while he was there.® 861/ A note by
this entry in Wx-7241 says, "How did Elena Garro know
about Silvia being the mistress of Oswald? This is 1965."
862/ The Mexico City Station did not hear about the

«:  0Oswald-Duran "affair®-until July™967 when a CIA asset,&
LIRING/3, reported it..863/

Elena told Thomas that she and her daughter had

meghy

gone to the Cuban Embassy on November 23, 1963 and shouted
"Assassins" and other insults at the Embassy employees. 864/

According to Elena, that same day, 2 friend, Manuel Cal-

villo, whom the Garros thougi imeis SRR EETTin the
Ciassification yisitsbmms
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Gobernacion, tobk her and her daughter to a small hotel g

in the center of Mexico City. 865/ Calvillo kept Elena

Garro and her daughter there for eight days under the pre- 5

text that they were in danger of being.harmed physically

by Communists. 866/ Elena claimed she told Calvillo g

her story and that she wanted to tell it to the American

authorities at the U.S; Embassy 867/ but that Calvillo

dissuaded her by telling her that the Amefican Embassy ;;
was full of Communist spies. 868/ Elena said that some

of the other people who had been at th'e party were- taken . éz‘“

to Veracruz ‘where they were “protected” by Governor

Lopez Arias. 869/ She said that Ruben Duran, reportedly s

“protected” by General Clark Flores, was very prosperous

and was driving a big car. 870/ Elena also claimed

that Ruben Duran told her months after the assassination 5

that he was not really a Communist and that killing Ken-

nedy had been:a mistake. 871/ Ruben 9aran claimed he _ g

had no reason to tell .E'lena that killing Kennedy nad been

a mistake since he had no involvement. 872/ ; é

Charles Thomas circulated a copy of his memorandum L
concarning Elena‘'s allegaticns in the American Embassy ‘ ) ?53
inciuding the Central Inteiligence :’\gency's Mexico City é

Station to aid them in their investigation of the Jeohn

Ty
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F. Kennedy assassination. 873/ The COS yfrote a note on - ’

' the memo: -'ﬁhat‘an imagination she has!?! Should we -
send to_Hea‘dquar.ters?“ 874/ The Officer replied, on ’

( the memo, “Suggest sending. There have been stories

around town about all this, and Thomas is not the only

person she has talked to...If memory serves me, didn't

bans in one of, her squibs?" 875/ |
The Mexico City Station cabled the information in

Sy

LICOOKIE refer to Oswald and the local leftists and Cu- . ‘
Thomas® 12/10/65 memorandum of conversation to CIA Head- f
quarters. 876/ The cable reported that Elena's story
would be checked with LICHANT/1, against the produetion‘ é
from the Cuban surveillance operation "and other
sources.” 877/ ‘Winston Scott wrote, next to the routing
indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas if | g
he'11 'follow up.’' 6et questions from Ann €. 878/ ] _
Please let's discass. Thanks®#agjg/ g
After tﬁe De-cember 10 memorandum of conversation, o=
Winston Scott 880/ and Nathan Ferris 881/ called Charles : g
Thomas for a meeting. 882/ They asked him to get 2 more &
detafled account. of Ms. Garro's story. 8837 At this - '
meeting, Winston Scott made it clear that tne FBI had g

full responsibility for any fgther 1nvestlgation tn the
Classification: '
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Oswald case. 884/

6. Charles Thomas' Meeting with Elena Garro on

December 25, 1965

WS e

Thomas met with Elena again on December 25. 1965.
On that date, he wrote a memorandum of conversation which
provided a much more‘detailed restatement of Ms. Garro's
alleged encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald. 885/

Elena admitted that she had spoken to two men at
the Embassy, “presumably from ihe Legal Attache's 0Of-
fice.“‘§§§/ Elena said that she did not tell them
the complete story because “the-Embassy officers did not
give much credence to anything she and Elenita said." 887/

She stated that the party had been at Ruben Duran's
home. 888/ She was unclear about the date of the
party. §§g/ She thought it had been a . few days before -
the 3Hviet Astronaut, Gagarin, visited Mexico; she thdught
thaf this would pui the party around September 2 or 3,
1963. 890/ She believed that the party was on a Monda;
or Tuesday because it was an odd night for a party. 891/
Elena could not check her calendar to refresh her memory
at the time of this interview because the calendar was

in a desk tkast aad teen stored away. 892/

- - . ~. ‘_‘. Z..
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During the conversation, Elena deéc.1bed Oswald
and his compaﬁfons. 893/ The man who she thought was Os-
wald wore a black sweater. 894/ She said he was quiet
“and stared a, 1ot at the flogr." 895/ Qne. of his com-
panions “was very tall and slender and had long blond
hair and a ra%her Tong protruding chin.” 896/ The other
companion was also tall, with short, light brown hair
and no distinguishing characteristics. 897/ The three
Americans did not dance or mix with the other guests. 898/
Elena saw the same:thrbe men ﬁn the street the next |
day. 899/

" Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio

Duran, Silvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General
Clark Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hos-
pital, a young American couple who were honeymooning in
Mexico, and several other people were at the party. 900/
She said that Bicardo Guerragcwhom she_claimed converted
Horatio Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castel-

lanos, were supposedto be at the party but did not at-.

tend. S0/

tiena alieged that the red-haired man aand Emilio
Carballido were not at the narty that JUswald attended

but at another party where Carbaliido and Azcue got into.

- Classification: __.
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a heated argument abouf President Kennedy. 902/ “They
came to the conclusion that the only solution was to
kill h1m.20%64; Elena was not clear on whether this party
was before or after the Party where she met Oswald. 805/
éusebio Azcue stated that this conversation never
. occurred. 906/
Elena reitereated that the incident at the Cuban
Embassy, where she and her daughter shouted "a%sassins,"
etc., at the Embassy employees, occurred on November 23
at or about 3:00 p.m. 907/ Elena and Eienita were driven
to the Cuban Embassy by Elena's brother who was embar-
rassed‘by their behavior. 908/ This occurred before -
they had seen photographs of Oswald. 909/
Ms. Garro claimed that later in the day she and
Elenita were visited by Manuel Calvillo who told them
that they were in serious danger from the Communists and -
that he would take them to a small hoTel, where they
would be safe for a few days. 910/ Elena said she
== trusted and believed Calvillo because he was a known
undercover agent for the Mexico Government. 911/ He
was also a friend of Noe Palomares 912/and of Pres{dent
Gustavo Diaz Qrdaz. 913/ Calvillo also told tlena and
her daughter that Silvia Juran had been arrested. 014/ .
Classificationsea = -ezv-rj . v
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Duran's arrest was not public information at that time. 915/
Elena could not remember the name of the hotel
so that same day (12/25/65) she took Thomas to the sec-
| tion of Mexico City where she thought it was. 916/ They
found the hotel, the Hotel Vermont. 917/ Elena said
that she assumed that Calvillo had registered them as rela-
tives or friends from San Luis ﬁotosi. 918/ They stayed
at the hotel untfl the following Friday, November 30, 1963,
hardly leaving their rooms. 919/
* Elena claimed that while she and Elenita were at
the hote1 "they saw the photos of Oswald and realized
that he had been the man at Ruben Duran's party. 920/
When Ca}v1110 visited them at the hote1. Elena told him
that she wanted to report her story, which she related
to Calvillo, to the American Embassy. Calvillo, howeier;
dissuaded her by saying that the American Embassy was
full of Communists. Egij Elena stated that when she
returned home, guards were posted outside her house. 922/
Elena alleged that after she returned home she
saw her sister, Deba Guerrera, who had independetly

come to the conclusion that Lee Marveyv Oswaid hzd baen

S A WA WL O Wg\ T Wk SEM WA

at RAuben Duran's party. 923/ Ceba was "terrified" be-

cause approximately two momths after the assassinazion
Classification: == A\"\ L e i— -
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two "Communists” personally warned her never to reveal
-that she had been to a party with Oswald. 924/ Deba,

consequently, would not accompany Elena to the American

SR wm. o

Embassy .o, tell her story on November 24, 1964. 925/ . s
Elena stated that it was “common knowledge" that
Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. 926/ When asked who
-could verify the allegation, she could only remember one
person who had told her this. 927/ Elena claimed that

person was Victor Rico Galan, 928/ a "pro-Castro journa-

i

list." 929/ (See Section VI, A, 2, a, above.) |

.Subsequent to December 25, 1965, Elena found her
calendar and reconstructed the date of the party as
late September and not early September. 930/ When Tho-
mas went to Ferris' office and informed him, Ferris re-
plied that Elena had given the late September date when
she had‘originally reported her story at the American
Embassy.=931/ However,=Mr. Ferris explained to Thomas
that someone who had been at the twist party had stated

~ that there were no Americans theré. 932/ Mr. Ferris

did not tell Mr., Thomas that Arias Aiejandro Lavaagnini

“y t,
H

Stenius had provided this infgrmation in 1964. 933/
Mr. ferris suggested thzt {t was nrGt necessary far Tnomas
to pursue tiena's allegations siece ha consider=d the

—— U -
-~ Wi 2 :
.- -t ot
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Oswald case closed and had heard all the rumors before. 934/
Thomas forwarded (the same day) a copy of his
memorandum to the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico
City Station to aid in its investigation of the John F.
Kennedy assassination. 935/ On the first page of the
memorandum of conversation, Winston Scott wrote,
“Shouldn‘t.we send to Headquarters?" Someone responded,
“Of course." 936/
The Mexico City Station sent-a'cable to Head-
qﬁarters on December 12’,1965’ reporting that it was

"following up® and would cable the results. 937/

7. December 27, 1965 Leqgal Attache Memo to the

United States Ambassador re Elena Garro

On December 27, 1965 Nathan Ferris wrote a memo .
to the Ambassador raporting that Elena and her.daughter
were interviewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 by the LegaT
Attache's office in Mexico City. 338/ The memo recorded
that Elena 2nd ner daughter had furnished information si-
miiar to the infecrmation raported in Taomas' 72/10/65

memo. 333/ Tne memo Further siated,

‘Inq;‘*.es ccncucted at that tinme (llovember
1364}, &owevewr, fafied %Cc substantizte <he

Cfu..z‘xcutmn. S - 73
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allegations made by Mrs. Garro de
and her daughter. In view of the fact
that Mrs. Garro de Paz' allegations
have been previously checked out without
substantiation, no further action is
being taken concerning her recent repeti-
tion of those allegations. 9404, T

The Legal Attache forwarded a copy of the memoran-

dum to the Central Intelligence Agency's Mexico City

Station 941/ prior to 12/29/65. 942/

A cable written by Anne Goodpasture on December

29, 1965 reporting the Legat interview with Elena and

the Legat Office's failure to substantiate E]ena's story

was sent to Headquarters. 943/ The cable promised to

keep Headquarters advised if any further .information

was to developed. 944/

LICOOKIE's 10/5/64 memo is attached to the 12/29/65

cable. Wx-7241 expiained this in a marginal comment, “This

document by LICCOKIE was not in (Oswald's file), but

=:Was copied from {a prcject file) and ¥ttached to MEXI - ==

5741, 29 Dec. 65." 946/

A notestapled to this cable by Allan White stated,

*I don't know uhét FBI 2id in November 7564, dut the

Garrns have beer tzlking about this Tar & long time

and she is said t3 de extremeiy brignt." @47/ Anne Good-

pasture wrcte that the T3I nad found Eler:i's altegations

e {
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unsubstantiated but that “we will try to confirm or
refute Ms. Garro de Paz' information and follow up." 948/

Win Scott wrote, "She is also 'nuts.'" 949/

8. CIA“'Inv%sgﬁgation of Elena's allegation that

she created a disturbance at the Cuban Embassy

on November 23, 1963

b

' On February 3, 1966, Anne Goodpasture forwarded g
Thomas' December 25, 1965 Am'emo to the Cuban section at
the Mexico City Station with an attached note asking é
the Section to check whether Eléna was "seen creating
such -a disturbance as they'claimed in front of the Cuban s
Embassy." 950/

One Cuban section officer responded, "No bells é

ring with me." Another one wraote, "Me neither.* The

third officer wrote, “Nc ptctures either."” 951/ There is no indicag

tion, aftér Peviewing CIA files, that the Penetration agents in _ ‘?
the Cuban Embassy were’ queried about Elena's allegation: 952/ That
there are no pictures is reasonable since Elena c'laimed é
that the event happenad: 1) on a Safurday at 3:30 p.m.A

when the Cutan Z2b23sy was nat normally phctographically

surveilieq; ¢E3/ and 2} the "disturtance” occurrad {n-
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Cuban Embassy photographic surveillance showed no sur-
veillance on 11/23/63. 954/ The Committee found that
Central Intelligence Agency made no other effort to

corrabgrate Ms. Garro's allegations.

9. Legal Attache 2/23/66 Memo to the United States

" Ambassador Regarding Elena Garro's Allegations

On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the
Ambassador reporting that "extensive investigation"
fziTed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to Mexico
prior to -September 26, 1963 and that no information had
developed that would show thét he had .not been in New
Orleans in the early part of that month. 955/ . The memo
reiterated that no further action was being taken by
the FBI because Elena‘s allegations had not been substan-
tiated by 1t. 956/ The Legal Attache forwarded a copy
of this memo to thé Cantral Intelligence Agency's Mexico
City Station. 957/ A marginal comment made by Raymond
20¢cca next to this entry in Wx-7241 says, “How can it
be 2scertained that Cswald d4id not travel to Mexico
crior to eariy September V263? There must be scme basis

$or £lena‘’s reporting.” 258y

~387
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10. Legal Attache Memo to Winston Scott re Flena's

Allegation that She Had Stayed at the Hotel

. Vermont from the Day After the Assassination

"

Until November 30, 1963

‘On 10/13/66, the Legal Attache wrote a memo to
Hin Scott reporting that a reliable confidential infor-
mant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont

disclosed that one “Elena Paz, housewife from San Luis

i

PJtosi,“ had regis;ered at the Hotel Vermont on November
23, 1963. 959/ She left on November 30, 1963. 960/

The memo said, "The above individual may or may not be
identical with Elena Garro de Paz.® 961/ The House Se-
lTect Committee on Assassinations has been unable to deter-
mine why the Central Inteliigence Agency and the Federal
Bureau of Investigations waited until 1966 to invest1gate

. BE
this aspect of Elena‘'s story.

"

Charles Thomas‘ 12/25/65 memo stating “She and
her daughter did not persorally register at the hotel.
She :irninks Caivillo registered them as relatives or

frieads of his from Sam Luts Potosi, “ corroborates

(A} ]

iend asarro’'s presence at the Hotel Vermont. 962/ The

2000253 C!assrﬁc..non- :
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entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in Wx-7241 bore the

notation, "This is what Elena claimed and no one_would
believe her." 963/

—— - w:
- 11.:Charles Thomas' September 30, 1969 Letter to

State Department and Legal Attache's Response

R Y
No further report on Elena's story was generated

until 1969 when Charles Thomas was “selected out" of the
United States Foreign Service. 964/ At that tiﬁe, he
wr&ke a memorandum to the Secretary off State which in-.
ciuded. a cover letter stating, "Since I was the Embassy
Officer in Mexico who acquired this intelligence infﬁrma-
tion, I feel a responsibility for seeing it through to
its final evaluation.™ 965/

Charles Thomas' memorandum stated that "he got:
no reaction from Nathan Ferris and Winston Scott" rggard;
ing h%s memorandum of December 25, 1965. 966/ 1In addi-
tion, Thomas wrote that the only person to speak‘to him
apbout the Tecember 25, 1965 memorandum, Clarence Boon-
stra 367/ told him that OGswald had not been in Mexico

on the date given for the pa-tv. 968/ Thomas noted tnat

even whan he reitaratec that Tlsna had not changed her




story but rather that she had now given a more detailed

qccount,;goonstra stated that the date was wrong and dis-
misséd'the entire affair. 969/

——One of the Mexice-City Legat Officers, Nathan
Ferris, in reply to Thomas' letter and memorandum, asserted
that Thomas' office had been advised by memoranda dated . )
December 27, 1965 and February 23, 1966 that since Eléna
Garro's allegations had previously been investigated
withéut substantiation, no further action was being taken
codberning_her recent repetition of those allegations. 970/
In its report,the Legat's Office concluded that either
the Counselor for Political Affairs did not route the
memoranda to Charles Thomas or that.Thomas did not re-
call receiving them. 971/

EY

Thomas wrote that when he went to Nathan Ferris

office to inform him that Elena had found her calendar 2131/

and hiﬁiregbnstructed-thé date of the party as late
September, Ferris replied that Elena had given the late
September date when she had originally reported her story
at the American Embassy. 972/ Thomas noted that Ferris

explained that someone who had beem at the party had

statad that there had not been any Americans in attendance. §723/

“ Thomas wrote that he had assumed that Elena could have
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clearly been mistaken about the idéntity of the Ameri-
can she saw there, but never doubted that ;he had seen
some Americans. 974/ Thomas wrote that Ferris had sug-
gested that it was not necessary for Thomas to pursue
the matter since he considered the Oswald case closed
and had heard all the rumors before. 975/

The Legal Attache's reply to Thomas' memo stated
that Mr. Ferris had not told Thomas that someone who was
at the party had stated that there had not been any Ameri-
cans present. 976/ The Legal Attache's memo asserted
that Thomas had been told that it would not be necessary
for him to pursue the matter'any further since Elena's
story had been investigated previously withouf being
substantiated. 3977/ 1In addition, the memo stated that
Thomas had been told that Elena's story was considered

a closed issue, not that the Oswald case was closed. 978/

12. House Select Committee on Assassination's

Investigation of Elena Garro's Allegations

The douse Select Committees on Assassinations in-
vestigated Elzana Garro's story both taraugh file reviews
and persorai iaterviews. The Committae requested and

PO, (< 0y
/ o Tee L vs
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reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State Department's files

on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz, Manuel Calvillo,

Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp, Victor Rico Galan,
Eunice 0Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Duran, Ruben Dq:gp, Betty
Serratos, Horétio Duran, Eusebio Azcue, and Emil;z-Car-
ballido. Only the Elena Garro'de Paz file contained in-
formation on her allegations. Though all the names liste&
above played a role in Elena Garro de Paz' story, not one
of their files included a reference to Elena Garro de Paz.

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on'Assassina-
tions requested and reviewed tﬁe Central Intelligence
Agency's LICOOKIE/1, LICHANT/1, LIRING/3, and TICHBORN
files. Once again, not one of the files included a men-
tion of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select Com-
mittee on Assassinations learned that LICOOKIE/1, who first
reported to the CIA Elena's allegation, was June Cobb
Sharp.979/ ___ . [ hone. ]
Manuel Calvi]lo.whd had hidden Elena Garro and her daughter
in a hotel‘the ddy following the assassination. 980/
He also told Elena that S{lvia Duran had been arrestad
before this fa-ct had become public knowledge. 281/

Since a file review was inconclusive, the Committae
arranged interviews in Mexfco with Ruben Duras, Horatio
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Duran, Elena and ElenitaGarro, $ilvia Duran, Lynn Duran,
Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. 982/ The Mexican
Government informed the-House Select Committee on Assassina-
tions that Elena and Elenita Garro disappeared in 1968
during the student uprisings and have never returned to
Mexico. 983/ The officials stated that Elena and her
daughter might be in Spain. 984/ The Mexican government
reported that Emilio Carballido could not be found. 985/.
The others were interviewed between June 1 and June 6,
1978. _9_8_6/.
. Betty Serratos, Lydfa Duran, Ruben Ouran and

Horatio Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing
type and therefore did not attend any of the twist parties
at the Duran homes. 987/ When Silvia Duran was asked if
Elena or Elenita Garro ever attended twist parties at the
Duran homes, she recalled Elenz=attending one twist party
at Ruben's home in 1963 after the Garros returned to Mexfco
from France. 988/ All the Durans denied that Lee Harvey
Oswald had attended any pafty at one of their homes. 989/

The Commitiee next asked the Central Intailigenca
Agency to arrange {nterviews with[. ¢y«1P4’.§ouurc<
LICOOKIE/1 (lune Cobb), who may have pad information related

to Lee Harvey Cswald‘s 2rip to Mexico City. 999/ The
C!cxssmcat'an'
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Central Intelligence Agency declined to aid the Committee

in this aspect of the.investigation. 991/

o G N

The Committee returned to Mexico City on August 7,

1978 and attempted to locate June Cobb Sharp and Manuel

Calvillo on its own. 992/

A

The Mexican Qovernment told the Committee that

June Cobb Sharp received a tourist permit, number 72781,
on June 27, 1947 when she entered Mexico through Nuevo

Lardeo. She asked, but was denied, permission to repre-

S

sent the magazine, Modern Mexico. On June 21, 1948, she

received a coutesy permiet, number 25556. Furthermore,
thé Mexican government explained that she disappeared\in
1954 and never returned to Mexico. 993/ |

The Committee believes that this information is
incorrect. According to Ms. Cobb’'s CIA file, she worked
for the agency as an-esset ia Mexico from 1961 through
1966. 994/ Elena also stated that Ms. Cobb resided at
her home in 1964. 295/

The Mexican goverrment told the Committee that
Maauel Calvillo did not Iive at Cuohtemoc 877-% as the
Commitiee had informed it. Tha Mexican Sovernment's
agart-in-charge had spcken to the superintendant at tae

apariments at which Manuel latvillo was believed to reside,
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and was informed by the superintendent who had worked

. |

at the apartments for twenty-five years, said thaf no
Manuel Calvillo had ever resided there. When Committee

staffers gave the Mexican government Calvillo's pen —

1

name, the Mexicans gave the same answers. 996/
The Committee be1ieves that there is a possibility

that Mr. Calvillo Tived at th1s address since 1t acquired

The Committee believes that there is a possibility

%

that a U.S. Government agency requested the Mexican govern-

ment to refrain from aiding the Committee with this aspect

City and Section VII, C, below.)

The Committee made every attempt possible to locate
Elena. On July 7, 1978 the Committee telephoned her pub-
lisher, Mortiz, in Mexico City and inquired about Elena's

whereabouis, 999/ The publisher stated that Ms. Garro ==

was living in the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Madrid, Spain. 1000/
The Committee telephoned the Hotel S.A.C.E. in Spain and
spoke to the manager who tol!d him thét Ms. Garro had
movec. 1001/ In July 14, 1578 the Committee callied her

putiisher again and was tecid o contact the Paxican Imbassy

Ot
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in Madrid, Spain. 1002/ The publisher stated that all

even trust her publisher with her address.,1003/

The Committee called the Mexican Embassy in
Madrid, Spain and spoke to Adolfo Padilla, a Mexican em-
Ployee of the Embassy who stated that when Elena had
visited the Embassy a couple of weeks before to.pick up

Elena's bayments were sent there because she did not g

a check she seemed financially destitute. 1004/ He

L

stated that when he asked Elena her new address she ' .
declined to give one, stating that she would return every éw
few weeks to pick up checks and mail. 1005/ The Commit-
tee gave Padilla a telephoné number and a message asking - g
Elena to telephone the Committee collect. 1006/

On Septamber 5, 1978 Elena Garro called the Commit- g
tee. 1007/ HWhen it was explained that the Committee wished 5
to talk to her in person and would pay both her daughter's
and her travel from Spa¥h to the United StT¥es, Ms. Garro | é
asked why she should beHeve4 the Committee was what it ’
claimed to be. 1008/ The Committee asked Ms. Garro to g
call bazk collect in the nex: faw days wWnen it could ex-
clain to ner whes and where she could receive a Committae §
letter celin2azing why the Committe2 wished td interview )

her. 3008/ Tks Ceommitree wrote the lettapgand made arrange-

L | .
Carsified by decivguon:




Classifity > ‘
.;h( N B e ¥ B B S
3 Wl

(This form ¥ 1 be ued for material extracted
from ClA—controlled documents.)

- 234 -
ments with the State Department for a letter to be hand-
de]ivered.to Elena at the American Embassy in Spain. 1010/
On September 7, 1978, Elena Garro called the Com-
mittee and asked when .the letter would arrivewjlgllj

The Committee explained that she could pick up the letter

. WA, um, -

on Monday, .September 11, 1978 from George Phelan, the
Counsellor'for Consular Affairs at the American Embas-
sy. 1012/ Ms. Garro stated that she would get the letter

on September 11, 1978 and follow our suggestions. 1013/

i

. Ms. Garro never went to the American Embassy in
Spain to pick up the Committee's letter. 1014/ The
Committee, hoping she would pick up the letter before
her flight date, proceeded to purchase air tickets for
both Elena and her daughter. 1015/ Elena did not pick
up the tickets at the airport. 1016/ The Committee has
not been abie to regain contact with Ms. de Paz aﬁain.»

The Committee al%d investigated whethewsCharles
Thomas' “selection out" was related tb the Oswald case.
After interviewing his widow, Ms. Cynthia Thomas, the
Committee has conciuded that his dismissal was unre-
lated. 1217/

In sum, the douse Select Commiittae on Assassinations

taz a0t been able 45 confirm the evidence that would indj-
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cate that Lee Harvey Oswald, on one night while he was

Duran Navarro, the brother-in-law of Silvia Duran. In
addition, -the House Select Committee op- AssassTnations -
has been unab1e'to cohfirm the allegation that Lee Harvey
Oswald travelled while in Mexico City with “two beatnik-
looking boys." A large part of the Committee's attempts

in Mexico, attended a "twist party" at the home of Ruben E’

to investiggte these issues has met with frustration.

-

D. Oscar Contreras Lartigue | o !gééé

On March 16, 1967, B. J. Ruyle, the American Consul
in Tampico; reported to the American Embassy that he had E;
spoken to a reporter who allegediy had met Lee Harvey Oswald
-t~ the National Autonomous University of Mexico City 1018/
in 1963. 1013/ The reporter, stressing that he had only Eg
-a fleeting contact with Oswald, had claimed to have known
only about Lee Harvey Oswald's desire®bd travel to Cuba i é
and the Embassy's unwillingness to grant him a visa. 1020/
When B. J. Ruyle asked the reporter for permission to ,g;
cabie the story to the American tmbassy, the reporter .
declined,statfng that he feared losing his job. 1021/ ggi
Subsaguent to the assassination, the reporter had told

his editor abogt nis conztact with Lee Harvey Oswald, who

2001243 C:ass:r:cahon, ' B _
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had advised him not to report it. 1022/ The reporter

the American Embassy when Ruyle promised that it would
be handled with tﬁeis;rictest confidence. 1023/ Ruyle
wrote that he thought the reporter was genuinely con-

cerned about his job. 1024/

b
granted B. J. Ruyle permission to cable the story to i’
A letter from q. J. Ruyle to the State Department
dated May 11, 1967 provided additional details of the gs
reporter's story. 1025/ The reporter alleged that he
and some fe]Iow students had.met Lee ﬁarvey Oswaldas B
they exited the Cineclub at the Escuela de F1losof1a
. (School of Philosophy) at the National Autonomous Univer~
sity of Mexico. 1026/ 0Oswald told the group that he had
gone to the National Autonomous University of Mexico

looking for pro-Castro students who might help him per-

Oswald claimed that he was from California and was a Siem-
ber of a pro-Castro g}oup in New Orleans. 1028/ Oswald
remained with the students the rest of that day and even-
iog. as well as the following day. 1029/ The reporter
described Oswald as a strange and introverted individual

who spoke very little Spanish. 103G/

2000347
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The State Department forwarded a copy of Ruyle's
letter ténthe Central Intelligence Agency. 1031/ On
June 14, 1967, CIA Headquarters sent the Mexico City Sta-
tion a copy of Ruyle's letter to Bowles. 1032/ CIA
Headquarters considered Ruyle's éeport “the first piece
of substantive info about Oswald's sojourn in Mexico®
since the assassination. 1033/ Consequgntly. Headquarters
cabled that though 1t understood the source's reluctance |
to become involved "the fact remains that this info.
cannot continue to be withheld or concealed." 1034/
Headquarters instructed the Mexico C%ty Station to eli-
cit the identity of the source from Ruyle. 1035/ In
addition, Headquarters asked the Mexico City Station to
bear in mind, while interviewing Ruyle's source, that
_Lee Harvey Oswald was a homosexual. 1036/ The final -
sentence of the dispatch, "It is our hope that the facts
obtained through these interviews W;T% help to confirm
that several of Garrison's allegations about involvement
of anti-Castro Cubans, the CIA, etc. are false," lo37/
explained the Central Intelligence Agency's motives for
pursuing the story. '

On June 29, 1967, the Mexico City Station cabled

30352
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Headquarters that a station officer had gone to Tampico

where he had interviewed Ruyle's source, Oscar Contreras. 1038/

The cable reported that Contreras was a reporter for

E1 Sol 1039/ . 3 T -.in Tampico; was &irca

thirty years old; married, with three children; studied
law at the National Autonomous University of Mexico
(UNAM) from 1960 to 1964; Se]onged to a pro-Castro group
at UNAM; was persecuted by the Mexican police for this
affiliation and moved to Tampicd to escape the persecu-
tion 1040/.

-—

Contreras told the Mex1co City Station off1c1a1 '
that he and four other 1nd1viduals 1041/ had met Oswald
as they exited a roundtable discussion held at the School
of Philosophy at UNAM. 1042/ Contreras stated that Oswald
had made inquiries on the UNAM campus about pro-Cuban
groups and had been difected to his group. 1043/ Con- -
treras reported that'fiough the group initiaIlyAmistﬁﬁ?féd
Osw§1d fearing he was a "CIA provocation,” they allowed
Oswald to remain with them that day and night and part
of the following day. 1044/ Contreras noted that Oswald
never mentioned assassination but kept emphasizing <hat
he had to get to Cuba. 1045/ In additfon, Cswald had

exhibited no homosexuai tendencies while he was with the -
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group. 1046/

On Ju]y 4, 1967, Headquarters cabled the Mexico
City Station that Contreras story should be explored

to the fullest even though he might.have fabricated it. 1047/
.. —— ) . .
Headquarters suggested that the FBI handle the story. 1048/

The following day, July 5, 1967, the Mexico City Station
cabled that it preferred turning Contreras' case over to
the Mexican authorities and to the F.B.I. 1049/ The
same day, the Chief of Station inforqed the Legat of Con-
treras' story, but asked him not t& t&ke any action with-
out first consulting the Mexico City Station. 1050/

“On July 10, 1967, Jeremy K. Benedum ("JKB') wrote
a memo delineating the resu]ts of a Mexican government
review of Oscar Contreras' file. 1051/ According to a
memo, & lone Qscar Contreras appearéd in the UNAM law
school records, Oscar Contreras Lartigue, borm 2/14/39
in Ciudad Victaria, Tamaulipas. 1052% The memo also re-
ported that a newspaper article appearing in “Excelsior"
Tisted an Oscar Contreras as a signer of a protest for
the Bloque Estudiantil Revclucionario 1053/ which nad
been formed mid-1961. 13;3/ The memo speculated that
Contreras probably sig;Ed tne grotest as a ‘ront man to

protect the real leaders o7 the group 1056/ The Maxico
Classnfrca‘han.
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= City Station cabled the 1hfobmation to Headquarters the

following day, June 17, 1969. 1056/

The Committee has determined that the Central In-
telligence Agency's main interes®™%n Oscar Contreris’
was “to confirm that several of Garrison's allegations
about involvement of anti- Castro Cubans, the CIA, etc.
are false." 1057/ After the CIA Mexico City Station
official's interview with Contreras 1058/ revealed
nothing that could be useful to the agency, 1t decided
to allow the FBI to follow the story through. 1059/ .
None;heless. the Agency's Mé&ico City Station inter-
viewed the key witness, reviewed pertinent files and
records about the witness in the Mexican government's

possession, and reported all the information to Head-

quarters expéditiously.

VII. Analysis of {ee Harvey Oswald's Activitiss in

Mexico City

A. introduction

After the ¥arren (oomission publiszhed its reoort
two very importanmt ailegatiors related tg 'ee Harvey 0s-

waid’s activities in Yaxtox Z%ty caza Lo the attention of

the Ynited Statss ievesuigeafve agencies. in 1964, Elena
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