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. e .. ?ﬁfsﬁant to the recess, the proceed-
ings herein were resumed at 1:40 o'clock p.m.,
appéarances being the same as heretofore

noted in the record .

THE COURT:

Gentlemén, I have been requested by Mr.
Bob Jones, representing the.news
media, all angles of it, to take
a short recess after Mr. Dymond
makes his opening remarks. I told
them I would comply with that re-
quest.
(Jury returned to tﬁe box.)
THE COURT:
Are the Sta;e ané the Defense ready to
proceed?
MR, ALCOCK: |
We are ready.
MR. DYMOND:
The Defense is ready.
THE COURT:
Make a note éhat the Jury is in panel,-'
the Defendant present, and both
sides ready to proceed.

The status of the case is that the State
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»ha%i%%ﬁe.tﬁ;iilopeningvrema;ké, and
it is the option of the Defense
whether’they wish to make an open-
ing statement or not.

MR. DYMOND:

May it please Your Honor:

Gentlemen of the Jury, as Judge Haggerty
has stated, the DefenseAis not
required to make an opening state-
ment in criminal court, but it does
have that right. We are here exer-
cising that right, and while we do
not intend to set forth in this
opening statement every detail of
the defense which we intend to pre-
sent, there are.certain éalient
facts in connection with-that de-
fense whigh I feel should be men-
tioned at this time.

THE COURT:

Just a second, Mr. Dymond.

I notice the reporters straining back
there. Would it inconvenience you
to take that microphone and hold it

up? I think it is a movable micro-
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phoﬁé.
MR. DYMOND:

Your Honor, I would rather not carry a
microphone around with me. If they
want to set one up here, that is
all right.

THE COURT:
Set itlup.
MR. DYMOND:

Gentlemen, let me say here and now that
we are not here to defend the find-
ings of the Warren Commission. 1In
our ﬁumble:opinion, that is not this
case .at all, and should not and is
not to be confused with the issués
in thié case. Wé have néither the
inclination nor the desire, nor did
we have the money to try to do that.
The Wérren.Commission interviewed
some 25,000 witnesses, and we cer-

tainly_did not have the resources

to undertake any such thing as that.:

In opening, let me say that although the
defendant in a criminal case is not

called upon to prove anything, it
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We will show you that this alleged meet-

Now,

engage in a conspiracy with David

is our intention to prove to you

that not only did Clay Shaw not

Ferrie and Lee Harvey Oswald to
assassinate President Kennedy, but
that he never knew nor ever laid
eyes an either of these two indi-
viduals.

it is our intentibn in the defense
of this case to strike at the very
core of the State's case, that is,
the alleged conspiratorial meeting
between David Ferrie, Lee Harvey
Oswald, and Mr. Clay Shaw (indi-

cating). -

iﬁg was never even conceived until
after thé death of Dayid Ferrie,

the lést.iiving barrier between thé
State's'hand-picked Defendant here
and the éragedy'of this prosecution.
When David Ferrie died, the‘roacﬁ;g"
caﬁe out of the woodwork.

in a case of this kind when you are

called upon to prove ‘a negative,
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‘which we in effect are, there are

two courses of'actioh.thét can be
taken by a defendant ordinarily.
One is to prove that he was else-
where at the time of the alleged

happening.

Let me say now that this would be impos-—

sible. First of all, never at any
stage of these proceedings has the
State seen fit to set forth any
precise date upon which this meet-
ing is supposed to have taken place,
and even if they had done that, Mr.
Shaw woula have been called upon to
go back three and a half yéars and
account for his whereabouts at a
particular time. I don't have to
tell you the impossibility of doing

such a task as that.

The other alternative that a defendant

has is to prove that whoever said
that he waﬁ at such a meeting or
committed such an act lies. And,
gentlemen, I stand here now and

tell you that we will prove that
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Vthé mghvﬁhd-Elaims this; Pefry
Raymond Russo, is a liar, a notoriety-
seekipg liar whose name does not
deserve to be mentioned in the same

sentence with honesty, justice, and

propriety. We will prove that to

you gentlemen.
Now, gentlemen, I think that at this
| stage it would be well for us to go
into the history of Perry Raymond
Russo's rise from obscurity to fame.
MR, ALCOCK:

Your Honér, I am going to object at this
time. - This is more an argument than
an opéning statement. Théy are not
outliﬁing ﬁhe proof that they will
attempt to adduce during the course
of their trial. This is going be-
yond an opening statement,

MR. DYMOND:
If the Couré please, I intend to prove --.
THE COURT :

I will be glad to hear from you, Mr.

Dymond; “but it is bordering on

argument rather than a bird's eye

— e L
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view of what'you hope to prove.
MR. DYMOND:

If the Court please, I said I intend to
‘prové Perry Raymond Russo is a liar
and --

THE COURT:
That is going to some other matter.
MR. DYMOND:
I am trying to --
THE COURT:
That is going into history.
MR. DYMOND:

Certainly. It';s going into the history
of his participation in this case
and pointing out the individual's
history which we intend to prove.

THE COURT: —

It is argumentative. I agree that it is

argumentative.
MR, DYMOND:

Your Honor, I am not permitted to present
what evidence I can present to show .
this man is lying? 1Is that your

ruling?

-THE COURT:

I TS SRR YU ST SR
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THE

THE

"My ruling is that“you can't argue.’
DYMOND: |
I am not going to argue.
COURT :
Present whatever you intend to prove.
DYMOND :
I will say what evidence I intend to
prove.
COURT:
You may proceed.
DYMOND :
We will begin from Perry Russo's first
entrance into this case, gentlemen.
A few days after the death of David
Ferrie; Russo wrote a letter topfhe
Distriét Attorney saying that he
knew David Ferrie and some of his
friends, "and I am willing to tell
you what I know about them."”
That was Move Number One that we will

prove. !

The following day, which was February 24,

1967, Perry Russo was interviewed
by a reporter by the name of Bill

Bankston who works for the Baton
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- -ROuge state:fiﬁés,win.Baton Rouge.

Rﬁsso we wililéﬁow later‘told a

witness that this interview lasted
apprdximately 45 minutes, and that
he granted it because he wanted to

get down with somebody everything

that he knew ébout the case. We

will show that in this interview on

>February 24 with Bill Bankston,

Pexry Raymond Russo did not mention

Clay Shaw, Clay Bertrand, Clem
Bertrand, nor any conspiratorial

meeting.

We will show that when Mr. Bankston's

story appeared in the Baton Rouge

State Times, the reporters more or

less converged on Russo, He was

interviewed by at least three news-

men in Baton Rouge. To none of_

these three newsmen did Perry Raymond|

Russo mention anything about Clay
Shaw, Lee Harvey Oswald, Clay Ber-

trand or Clem Bexrtrand, nor did he

say a word about an alleged conspir-

atoriql meeting.
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Then on the next day, .February 25, 1967,

- We will show, gentlemen, that nowhere in

we Will show tﬁat Mr. Sciambra,
Assistant District Attornef parti-
cipating in this case, Went to Baton
Rouge to interview Perry Raymond
Russo; that the .interview lasted in
the neighborhoéd:of three to three
and a half hours; that Mr., Sciambra
returned to New Orleans, and on
Februaxy 27, two days latex, wxote
a memorandum consistﬁng of approxi-
mately 3,500 words, reporting to

Jim Garrisoh, the District Attorney,

the information which he had gotten. |-

from Russo.

the report of this intexrview is

there any mqntioﬁ»of,Clem Bexrtrand,
Clay Shaw, a conspiratorial meeting
-- nothing whatsoever! We will show:
that this man, Russo, was asked by
Mr. Sciambra whether he had everx

seen Clay Shaw. He was shown a

picture of Clay Shaw. He Saidv"Yes,L,
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I~have~seen~him*twice,wonce:at-the-
Nashviile AVenuefwhérf and once in .
an aﬁtomobile at David Ferrie's
filling station" -- no mention,
gentlemen, being made of any conten-
tion that he had seen him at a con-— |
'spiratorial meeting at David Ferfie'é
apartment, no mention whatsoever of
the very heart of this case agaihst
Clay L. Shaw, that is, a meeting
between Mr. Shaw, Ferrie, and Oswald,
wherein a conspiracy to kill Presi~
dent Kennedy was hatched. It will
show none éf those things.,

Shortly after thé memorandum of February
27, wﬁich was based on the February
25 interview, Perry Raymond Russo
testified in the preliminary hearing
in connection with.this~cése, giving .
a veryzvivid description of a con-
spiratqrial meeting, placing Clay
Shaw there, saying that he had seen
Shaw three time now -- once at the
Nashville Avenue wharf, once at

Ferrie's filling station, and at
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'this“Congﬁi?EFSEiﬁl“méeting.“*That¢ww-

TSN P

came out:.jin-the:preliminary hearing.

PP IAR S

Now, after the_pgélimipary hearing, andg,

more specif{ééiiy, on March 21, 1967,

Perry Raymond.Russo admitted to a

reporter fof:é?hationally syndicated
magazine that;the~first time that he
had ever mentidned this alleged
éonSpiratorial ﬁeeting was after he
came down here to New Orleans, after
he had given a 3,500-word account.
of what he knew to Mr. Sciambra.

These things, gentlemen, will be shown
to you by.competént evidencé.

Now, in April of l§67 this reporter,
noting the peculiarities of Russo's
statements, had many conversations
with him during this month of April.
We will show that during one of
these conversations Russo told this
man in effect these woxds: "If
Garrison knew what I told my priest .
after the hearing, he would go
through the ceiling." The reporter

didn't press him, but the-man went

+
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When

on and voluntegredehat he had ‘told
his priest. He told the priest’ that
he would like to get alone with Mr.
Shaw in a room and hear him =-- in
his words "talk and breathe, so that
I can resolve some of the doubts
that are in my mind about his iden-
tification.“

this was told to the reporter,
gentlemen, we will show you that the
reporter vdlunteered to set up such
a meeting, and did tentatively
arrange such a meeting between the

Defendant Clay Shaw and Pexry Ray-

mond Russo; We will show that at

' the last minute Perry Raymond Russo

cancelled the plans for this meeting,
telling the reporter that he was
afraid to participate in it because
if Garrison ever heard about it he

would hit the ceiling.

We will then show that later on Perry

Russo admitted to this reporter,
"I have lied to you about why I

didn't go through with the meeting.
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Shav;r —

for fear I WQuldmflnd .out that I.

. -‘Mw WAt

was mlstaken... “He sald, "If I

e pnan —e o~

should find thatﬁbut;“I don't know

what I could dOHW;I could go to .

Mex1co,‘I could;go~towcalifornia_r

and become a beatnlk but I couldn't

run away from myselﬁig

So he would not go through Qith this .. ..
meeting. -.,”““

'Later on this same reporter had a conver-
sation with Russo in whiéh”Russo
admitted to him that he;doés_not
know the éifference betweeé;%;uth
and faﬁtasy. We will pfove“that by
the testimoﬁy of a'competepéi&itness.

The final meeting that this reporter héd

with Perry Russo was on May 28,.1967,

here in New Orleans. At this_meet- |

ing the.reporter pointed out tO,,;.ﬂ
Russo the many inconsistencies in.
lhis statements, the past things
that Russo had said to him, and
Russo replied, "I can't argue with

‘any of that. It has been bouncing

/51

|
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ny head, but I don't know

s,

whatﬁféﬁé;?*ﬁx have no way out
Withoﬁtggétting clobbered, If I
stickiégfgywstory, Shaw and the
lawyers'will get me, and if I change

my storyf*Garrison will ruin me."

We will show_you, Gentlemen of the Jury,

that that -is ‘the type of witness
with which the State hopes to prove

this conspiratorial meeting.

"There is another witness whose name was

Now,

mentioned in connection with an
alleged happening on the New Orleans
Lakefrqnt{izI-am going to generalize
on this witness and merely assufe
you that we will show to you and
prove to you that this witness is
totally unwoxrthy of belief by any -
jurf or»anyone‘else, and certainly
not the type of person on whom any

conviction of any kind could ever

be based. - -

gentlemen, there are other witnesses]

who will be presented, to whom Russo

has made admissions as to the

BB
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Now,

Let me say here and now that we will not ;L

They w111

in ClOSlng "iﬁwould like to touch -

briefly uponuthree of the alleged

overt acts ;Iﬁsathhree of them,

because two of“them are necessarlly

embodied in the R;sso contention
which I feel~has been adequately
covered. The overt acts to which
I have reference are, first, the
trip by Mr. Clay L. Shaw to the -
West Coast ofmthe;Uhited States,

try 1n any way tO”dlspute the fact-°?

f: -

[3

that thlS trip was taken. It was :
taken. We will present evidence
to you that thie'ﬁyip'was taken
in the cburse'dfle..Shaw's employ—;
ment. He went onﬁa'speaking engagef_‘

ment for'the Woxrld Trade Conference,:

not at his solicitation but at the i

-v_f.';la:g'

e

el I .‘7

tuoT1IdaT 09

(e€z o¥) woswm

solicitation of the person in charge
of arranging speakers at this World

Trade Conference.. ..
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PENPECPRIINE

In this:a_connecthn we” wlll gurther point

«mofafeellng that an alibij: could be

R e

lm'_..

-;tnecessarY-' We w111 show that he

‘was"employed at the Trade Mart and

e o s R

wengaged ‘in his occupatlon every -day,

assoc1at1ng with upper echeloand:

people who could certainly account

for his whereabouts at any time.

We will next..get onto the trip by David - H .

Ferrie ._to _Houston on the night of .. . H -

s

the assassihation. Actually we
will show you“that had David Ferrie "R
wanted,an‘allbl, he went from a

real good -alibi to a not so good

alibi. Dav1d Ferrle on the day of

the assassination was actively
engaged,‘aé.Wé;Qill,prove to you,
as an investigétér on the staff of
G. Wray Gill, a.local attorney who ..

was handling the case of the United

States versus Carlos Marcello. We

will show that it had been a pro-

DIETRICH & PICKETT, Inc. « COURT REPORTERS » SUITE 1221 333 SAINT CHARLES AVENUE
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longed case, that Mr. Ferrie had

B beenfin attendance at that case.
The case ended on the day of the

1 o e »W—-.

-assaSSLnatlon, and what better wit-

- et g

S ;Eess as. to his whereabouts than a
“Federal Judge and Federal Court
flrst of all. We will show that
,fprrie went to a party after the
- Marcello case ended on that day.
We,will also show that there was
no way of telling when the caae
would end.
With respect to the overt act concerning
~3§319§ya}dAtaking the gun from the
‘T:esideace pf Mrs. Paine to the Book
Dgébsitory in Dallas, gentlemen, it

"ais_our sincere belief that there is

no’ need whatsoever for us to go into

thls.‘iClay Shaw, as we will prove

t° YOU,,dld not even know Lee Harvey

..Oswalad, th is our firm and sincere
;ggcontention that what went on in
Dallas Texas, had nothing to do

w1th thls case,

ST e e e gy e prm————

BeforeAcloslng, I would merely like to

———— e
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<. . 'Thank you.:

'THE COURT:

(Whereupon, a brief recess was taken.,)

AFTER THE RECESS: "

THE COURT:

Plaza to obscure the actual issues

Now, Sheriff, take the Jury upstairs.

- (Jury returned to the box.)

Are the Defense and the State ready to

—— Y

remind You gentlemen that we are

not trying the warren Report in

this couifroom, and I will ask that
youbbe cafeful, scrutinize yourselve%
S0 és noﬁpto‘permit the pageantry ofi

the presentation of evidence con-

cerning what happened in Dealey

in this case. I implore you to be
careful about that, and I feel con-
fident that after having heard all
of the evideﬁce, your one alternative

will be a verdict of not guilty.

At the request of Mr, Jones, I am
going to take a ten-minute recess.
We will reconvene at 2:15. Take

the Jury upstairs.

-
[T S
-
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proceed?
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F TRAT

The State 1s ready-

N A S e e i

THE COURT'.,

‘Mr.;nymbna, I notice Article 765 of the

_v;peéééeﬁucriminal Procedure states:

"The..normal order of trial shall be as

. follows:
_“Number‘l., The selection and swearing

of the jurors.

"Number 2 Reading of the indictment.

"Number 3 Reading of the defendant's

plea on arralgnment

LR E‘..»r.m

Could we have it in the record?

MR. DYMOND»,

Your-i-HonOr, aS We have preVlOUSlY agreed
~l e e G i,

1f we have not heretofore done so

e e SR I A
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- MR,
" 'THE
Is the,ézggé"ready to proceed Mr. Alc
: 9 THE COURT: _ 2

10 Ccall your first witness. Al

IR

11 MR, ALCOCK: - -

[
i

12 » The%éﬁgﬁéiéalls Mr. Lee McGehee.

—
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