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CRIMINAL DISTRICT COURT

PARISH OF ORLEANS

STATE OF LOUISIANA

STATE OF LOUISIANA . 198-059
vs. . 14:26 (30)
CLAY L. SHAW _ . SECTION “C"

PROCEEDINGS IN OPEN COURT OF
February 26, 1969
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AFTERNOON PROCEEDINGS

THE COURT:

As I understand it, éome reporters have
asked me, they have to get out about
5:00 o'clock to make a deadline, so
at five minutes to 5:00 we will just
stop the guestioning and those tﬁat
want to leave at five minutes to
5:00 can éo out, we will just stop
the questioning. We are not going to
take a recess at thai time.

call your next witness.

MR, DYMOND:

We call Mrs. Jessie Garner, please.
JESSIE GARNER,
having been first duly sworn by the Minute cClerk,
was examined and testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY MR. DYMOND:

Q Mrs. Garner, if you will, talk right into the
end of the microphone and we won't have
any trouble hearing you. Now, for the
record, Mrs. Garner, would you please
state your full name.

A My name is Mrs. Jessie Garner.
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Mrs. Garner, what is your occupation?

Housewife, |

Are you married, Ma'am?

Yes.

Where were you living, Mrs. Garner, during the
summer months of the year 19632

Same address, 4911 Magazine Street,

THE COURT:
4911 Magazine?

THE WITNESS:

Yes.

BY MR, DYMOND:

Q

Now, Mrs. Garner, the premises which you occupy
are there several apartments there?
vYes, there is.
And what would be the addresses of the entire
structure?
'Well, one is 4907, one is 4905, and there is
two back apartments, 4905k,
I see. You say you were living there during
the summer of.1963?
I was.
Now, in what capacity were you and Mr. Garner
living in‘that place? Did you own it or

were you managing it, or what?

T
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1 A No, we don't own it, we just managed it for

2 a friend of ours.

3 Q To what use do they put the apartments other

4 than the one that you and Mr. Garner

5 occupy?

6 A what was that, sir?

7 Q To what use at that time were tﬁe other apart-
8 ments being put, were they vacant or

9 rented or what?

10 A No, they was all rented.

11 Q All rented?

12 A Yes,

13 Q Now, did you at any time, Mrs. Garner, have

14 occasion to meet a man by the name of Lee
15 Harvey Oswald?

16 A ‘ Yes, when he came to rent an apartment.

17 Q I believe it is "sState 1l," a photograph of

18 Oswald.

19 MR, DYMOND:

20 I would like that other ohe with the beard
21 on it. ’

22 BY MR. DYMOND:

23 Q Mrs. Garner, I show you a photograph which has
24 been introduced into evidence and marked
25 for identification "State 1," and I askif
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you recognize this as a photograph of

Lee Harvey Oswald?

I now show you another photograph which has

been marked for identification "sState 19,°
it also being an item of evidence, and ask
you whether you ever saw Lee Harvey Oswald
with a beard such as indicated on this
photograph?

I haven't.

A I do.
0]

A No,
Q Now,

Mrs. Garner, when was the first time that

you saw Lee Harvey Oswald?

A Well, it was the early part of May, 1963.

Q And would you tell us how you happened to see

A Well, he came by to rent the apartment and that

Q Now,

A Yes,

him, what were the circumstances of that

matter?

was the first time I ever saw him.
was he with anyone or by himself?
he was with about a middle-aged lady,

&

reddish hair.

Q A middle-aged lady?

A Yes,

it seems like she knew the family because
she spoke to him like she knew him very

well.
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And did you rent the apartment to him?

Yes, I went to show him the apartment and she
kept telling him "vYes, it would be very
nice for you and your family,®" and final-
ly he decided to take it.

Now, Mrs. Garner, did you later come to know
Lee Harvey Oswald's wife?

Well, just by seeing her all day and stuff like
that, but I did not know her real good.

was that the same lady who had come with him
to rent the apartment?

No.

Now, approximately how long after he rented the
apartment from you did his wife Marina
oswald appear on the scene?

About a week later.

About a week later?

Yes.

Now, after she appeared, did they occupy this
apartment together?

Yes, thef did.

Did they have any children, to your knowledge?

One.

Could you tell us approximately how old the baby

was?
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Oh, I really would not know.

was it a little, small baby, or a half-grown
child, or what?

No, it was walking #round.

Now, when Mrs. Oswald éppeared on the scene,
do you know Qhether she came alone or with
someone?

Well, I did not see wﬁen she came in, but I d4id
see a station wagon out in front where Mrs.
Paine took her back, toék her to New
Orleans.

Now, do you—know after Mrs.Paine came, did Mrs.
Paine stay there with them or else where?

She stayed a few days.

A few days?

Yes, right.there with themn.

pid you come to know Mrs. Paine?

No, I did not.

Now, approximately how long did Lee Harvey
03wald occupy this apartment, Mrs. Ggarner?

Well, it was the early part of May until about
the middle part of September.

I see. Now, during that period, approximately

how long would you see, how often would

b

you see Lee Harvey Oswald?
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A Well, I would see him maybe once a week cross-

Q vYou would see him about once a week, you say.

A Yes.

Q Did you ever see him with a beard on?

A No, I never did.

Q Now,.with regard to his general appearance,
was he a dirty-looking perscn or was he a
neat-looking person?

A No, he was very neat.

Q pid you ever see him when he looked dirty and

ing the street to get a bus and then when

I would go get my rent from him.

Is that correct?

unkempt?

A Never did. |

Q ﬁow, if you don't know this of your own
personal knowledge don't answer it, Mrs.
carner, but do you know whether or not
Lee Harvey Oswald ordinarily spent his

nights at home there?

A I really would not know.

Q fou don't know?

A No. |

Q To your knowledge, did he ever do any

travelling while he was living at your

]
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I would not know.

Now, Mrs. Garner, the gentleman with the white
hair sitting to my right is Mr. clay Shaw,
the pDefendant in this case. Did you at
any time see Mr. Shaw with Lee Harvey
Oswald?

I never had seen him before, until he showed
up on the papers and TV, I never heard of
him.

Is thig the first time that you ever saw him
in person?

In person, Friday, rather, Friday when I was
here.

Now, before Mr. Shaw was charged in this case,
had you ever heard of him?

No.

Had you ever heard Lee Harvey Oswald mention
his name?

No, I never télked to him that much.

I would like to have Ferrie's picture, pleéée.
Mrs. Garner, I show you a photograph
which has been marked for identification
"State 3," being a photograph of the

late David Ferrie, and I ask you whether

NARA.@Z/—_ Zm
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You have ever seen that man in your 1life,
to your knowledge.

Yes, I.did.

You dig?

Yes,. |

Where did you see him?

In my house.

in your house?

fes.

When was that?

It was either the same day that happened that

| President Kennedy got killed or the
following day, he come in and he rang the
be11 and opened the door and there was
some --

MR, ALCOCK:
I object to anything said, yYour Honor.

THE COURT:

It is objectionable, of course.

BY MR, DYMOND:

Q

A

You may not say what anybody said to you,

but I-wish that you would tell us the

circumstances under which you saw this man.

Well, I could say about him coming home?

Yes, you can say about that.
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1 A I don't know if it was the same night or the 11
2 : following night, as soon as it happened,

3 . there was so many coming in and out, I

4 opened the door beéecause I thought he was

5 A Secret Service man or something, I don't
6 know, so as I walked in he says to me --

7 | MR. ALCOCK:

8 Objection, Your Honor.

9 MR. DYMOND:

10 You can't say what he said.

1 THE WITNESS:

12 I can't say what he said?

13 BY MR, DYMOND:

tuoTYI9TYIOD dAPr ‘Adoo eduaxejey

14 Q Was he with anyone or by himself?

15 A He was alone.

16 Q And how long did he stay there? =

17 | A A few minutes, and when I found out he was not ;
a . )

18 somebody important, I just asked him to get]| »

.0

19 out, )

20 | Q You asked him to get out?

21 A Yes, |

22 Q Is that the only --

3 | A Well, what I am trying to say, when I found out

24 he was not an FBTI man, I just asked him to

25 leave.
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I see. Now, do you recall whether this was
the evening of 'the assassination or the
evening after the assassination?

I don't really know, but I do think it was the
same night or the following night.

The same night or the following night?

It was in the evening, late after dark.

Now, Mrs. Garner,.do yoﬁ know when Mrs. Oswald
left the home that you had rented to her,
that is, Marina oswald?

I don't -- she left about the middle part of
September, it was between the 21st, about
the middle part of September, it was be-
tween the 21st and the 23rd.

I see. Now, at the time that she left, did
Lee Harvey Oswald leave too or did he stay
there?

He did not leave right away, he left that night.

Was it the same night?

The same night.

And did you ever see him agaih after that?

No, I did not.

Now, Mrs. Garner, do you know whether Lee Harvey
Oswald was living in your apartment during

the entire month of September -- August,
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Yes, he was.

Do you know whether he was living there during
the entire month of July, 19632

He was, I used to see him going back and forth,
catching the bus.

How often would you see him catching the bus?

At least once a week, maybe more, a little
more. T used to see him catching the bus
because he used to come around the back
part of the house, past the dining room
where the garbage was, away and --

Do you know whether Lee Harvey Oswald was
living in your house up until the latter
part of September, 19632

Up until between the 2lst and 23rd.

He was living there?

Yes.

MR. DYMOND:V

we tender the witness.

CROSS-EXAMINATION

BY MR. ALCOCK:

Mrs. Garnexr, did you have many conversations
with Lee Harvey Oswald?

Not too many.
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Q

Did he appear to you to be a talkative person?

No, he was not.

Did you ever have any disagreements with him?

No, not -- yes, one time, one time.

And after that time, did you have many conver-
sations with him?

No, just except when I went for my rent.

Mrs. Garner, dié he pay the rent in cash or by
check?

Cash., .

And what was the rent?

$§65.00.

$65.00 a month?

Yes.

Mrs. Garner, after Lee Oswald left, did you havyg
occasion to go into the apartment?

Well, after he left, I was sure that he was not
coming_back, I went in,

And what was the condition of the apartment?

Dirty.

In whatArespects?

Well, everything Qas broken, the icebox door wasg
broken, the mattress was all messed up,
the stove was broke, stuff like that.

Was it in a generally dirty condition?

DIETRICH & PICKETT, Inc. « COURT REPORTERS « SUITE 1221 » 333 SAINT CHARLES AVENUE

tuoTyoaTTed AAr ‘Xdod eaua:a;éu

s

14

(ger oA vIsH



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

fﬂw~—~q—~—wr-‘!gmm"“

A Well, it was clean when he got it.
Q No, when you went in after he left, was it in
A generally dirty condition?
A It was dirty, plenty dirty.
MR. ALCOCK:
No further éuestions.
REDIRECT EXAMINATION
BY MR. DYMOND:
Q One question, Mrs. Garner, did Lee Harvey
Oswald pay his rent promptly?
A The first month he did and after that I had to
| go after him.
MR, DYMOND:
That's all.
THE COQURT:
Have you any further need of Mrs. Garner?
MR. DYMOND:
No, sir.
THE COURT:
You are released from the obligations of

the subpoena, Mrs. Garner.

...000...
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