
Mr. BROWN. Well, that would be the police officers-would be the only ones 
I saw. 

Mr. BALL. Do you know who those officers were? 
JIr. BROWIT. So, sir; at the time I did, but I wouldn’t know now. 

Mr. BALL. Did you see any officer on Stemmons Freeway where we have 
positioned (1). (2), and (3) on this diagram? 

Mr. BROW’N. So, I didn’t. 
Mr. BALI.. Now, the place where you marked your location-we will mark that 

as Brown Exhibits-the X marks the position of Brown, is that correct? 

Mr. BROWN. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. That’s all. Thank you very much. 

Mr. BROWS. All right. 
(Instrument marked by the reporter as “Brown Exhibit A,” for identification.) 

Mr. BALL. Thank you very much for coming. 
Mr. BROWN. All right. 

TESTIMONY OF ROYCE G.SKELTON 

The t.estimony of Royce G. Skelton was taken at 2:45 p.m., on April 8, 1964, 

in the office of U.S. attorney, 301 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay Streets, 
Dallas, Tex., by Mr. .Joseph A. Ball, assistant counsel of the President’s 

Commission. 

Mr. BALL. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are about to give before the 
Commission will be the. truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth? 

JIr. SKELTON. I do. 
Mr. BALL. Will you state your name, please, for the record? 

Mr. SKELTOS. Royce G. Skelton. 
Mr. BALL. What is your business? 
JIr. SKELTON. I am a mail clerk at the Texas Louisiana Freight Bureau. 
Mr. BALL. \Yhere do you work? 
Mr. SKELTON. At the Texas Louisiana Freight Bureau. 
Mr. BALL. Where were you born and where did you rome from? 
Mr. SKELTON. I was born in Henrietta, Tex., May 25,194O. 
Mr. BALL. And where did you go to school? 

Mr. SKELTON. I attended all grade schools in Wichita Falls and I graduated 
from Wichita Falls High School. 

Mr. BALL. Tell me where you went to school. 
Mr. SKELTON. Wichita Falls through high school and I attended 1 year at 

Nidwestern University. 
Mr. BALL. And when did you go to work for the railroad? 
Mr. SKELTON. February 1, 1963. 
Mr. BALL. What kind of work do you do? 
Mr. SKELTON. Mail clerk. 
Mr. BALL. On Sorember 22, 1963, did you watch the parade, the motorcade 

of the President‘! 
Jlr. SKELTON. Yes, sir ; I Tvent to the triple overpass about 12 :29--I think it 

was 12 :15, or something like that. 

Mr. BALL. Whom did you go down there with? 
Mr. SKELTON. Austin Miller and myself. 
Mr. BALL. Where does he work? 
?ILr. SKELTON. He is a mail clerk also in the same company. 

Mr. BALL. Where did you stand to watch the parade? 
Mr. SKELTON. Well, we were directly over Elm Street. 
Mr. BALL. Directly over Elm? 
Mr. SKELTON. Maybe it would be to the left-hand side, if you were on the 

street. 
Xr. BALL. Anybody else there on the overpass? 
Mr. SKELTON. There were quite a few people up there. 

236 



JIr. DALI.. Did you know any of them? 
JIr. SKELTOS. Well. I knoW by sight-1 knew the electrician. au old IWU~ that's 

a11 electrician. 
JIr. 1ia1.~. Fmnk Reilly? 
JIr. SKEIXON. Is that his name? 
Nr. E3.u.z. The IIMI~ that was here a moment ago-his name is Reilly. 
lfr. SKEL’COS. I IinO\T- him when I see him. 
JIr. BALL. Yes-- 
JIr. RKlxroX. And Austin Jfiller, of course. 
l\Ir. BALL. Did yell I;I:OW Dodd, the eml)loy~ of t.he rnilroad? 
1\Ir. SRELTOS. So. sir: like 1 say, I recognized them off and on when I see 

them aromnd there. 
>Ir. Bar.~. Did you see any police officers there? 
Mr. SKELTOS. Yes: this man right here-they say it was him-1 don’t recall 

whether it was or not. 
&lr. BALL. WhcrNr. Brown? 
Air. SKFXTOX. The one who was in here just a while ago-they say he was the 

one up there, hut I don’t know. 
Mr. BALI,. You didn’t recognize him there? 
Mr. SK~.TON. So; I didn’t recognize him. 
Mr. B.4~1,. In other words, you saw some police officers up there? 
Mr. RKELTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALI.. Where were they standing? 
Mr. HICELTON. There was OII~ standing directly behind me, I think, or in the 

general yic+nity, and there was one on the far side of the triple underpass. 
Mr. I'LL. By “far side,” you mean where? 
Mr. SKELTON. It would be back on this side. 
Mr. RALL. It would be south? 
Mr. SKELTON. No, sir; that would be the east side-isn’t it? 
Mr. BALL. Elm runs east and xest. 
Mr. SKELTON. It would be the west side. 
Mr. BALL. It would be west? 
Mr. SKELTON. Yes, sir ; and then there was one back over here on Stemmous- 

I noticed one, at least, over there and one on the railroad overpass on Stemmons. 
Mr. BALL. How many police officers were on this overpass, the railroad orer- 

pass? 

Mr. SKELTOF. Two, I would say, sir. That’s all I saw. 
Mr. BILL. And how many men did you see standing right near 011 the railroad 

overpass over Elm, just al~~nvsimatelg? 
Mr. SKELTON. Eight. including the officer-eight or nine. 
Mr. B.\LI,. Did you see the l’resident’s var turn 011 Elm Street? 
\Ir SKEITON. Yes sir; I saw the car carrying the Presidential flag turn. *. 1 
Mr. BALL. And dii you hear something soon after that? 
Mr. SKELTON. Just about the same time the car straightened up-got around 

the corner-1 heard two shots, but I didn’t know at that time they were Shuts. 
Mr. BALL. Where did they seem to come’from? 
Mr. SKELTON. Well. I couldn’t tell then, they were still so far from where I was. 
Mr. BAI,L. Did the shots sound like they came from where you were standing? 
Mr. SIWLTON. No, sir; definitely not. It sounded like they were right there- 

more or less like motorcycle backfire, but I thought that they were these dumb- 
balls that they throw at the cement because I could see the smoke coming up 
off the cement. 

Mr. BALL. You saw some smoke come off of the cement? 
Mr. SKELTON. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. \Vhere did it seem to you that the snwnd came from, what direction? 
Mr. SKELTOS. Towards the I’resident’s car. 
Mr. ROLL. From the I'residellt's car? 
Xr. SKELTOX. Right around the motorcgcles and all that-1 couldn’t dis- 

tinguish because it was too far away. 
lfr. BALL. ~bV knlg did J'OU Shuld there? 

JIr. SKELTOX. I stood there from ab(jnt 12:13 until the time the I’resident was 
shot. 
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Mr. IiALL. Horn many shots did you hear? 
Mr. SKELTON. I think I lwnrd four-1 mral+-I cnnldn't he sure. 
Mr. B.~LL. You think you heard four’! 
Mr. SKELTOZT. Yes. 
Mr. BILL. How long did you stay there after yell heard the fourth shot? 
Mr. QKELTos. Sot very long-ju*t as soon as the cars sped away and erery- 

thing was in a big commotion-we rau clown to listen to the radio. We coulcl1l’t 
get anything off of that-we heard that the President hat1 been shot and so we 
went back up there and the police officer asked us if we had seen the assassina- 
tion and we told him we had. He said he would like to get a statement from 
us, so he took us over to the sheriE’s office. 

Mr. BALL. Did you see any pigeons flying or anything like that? 
Mr. SKELTOX. So, sir ; I didn’t see anything like that-any l)igeons at all. 
Mr. BILL. I think that’s all I have. This will be written ul, and submitted to 

you for your signature, if you want to sign it. or you can waive your signature. 
Which do you want to do? 
Mr. SKEXTOK. I will waive my signature. I am sure it is all right. 
Mr. BALL. That is fine. Thank you very much. 
Mr. SICELTON. There’s one thing I could say-you have that other report? 
Mr. BALL. What is that? 
Mr. SIZELTON. About when I saw one of the bullets where it hit on the pave- 

ment and it hit, the smoke did come from the general vicinity of where you say 
Oswald was. 

Mr. BALL. 1Yait a minute-let me ask you some questions about that. 
Tell me, now, about the smoke-did you see some smoke? 
Mr. SKELTON. After those two shots, and the car came on down closer to the 

triple underpass, well, there was another shot-two more shots I heard, but 
one of them-1 saw a bullet, or I guess it was a bullet-I take for granted 
it was-hit in the left front of the President’s car on the cement, and when 
it did, the smoke carried with it-away from the building. 

Mr. BALL. You mean there was some smoke in the building? 
Mr. SKELTON. So; on the pavement--you know, pavement when it is hit with 

a hard object it will scatter-it will spread. 
Mr. BALL. Which way did it spread? 
Mr. SKELTON. It spread just right in line, like you said. 
Mr. BALL. I haven’t said anything-tell me what you think it was? 
IMr. SKELTON. Like I said-south of us-it would be southwest, you know, in 

a direct line from the Texas Depository. 
Jlr. BALL. I see. In other words, the spray seemed to go to the west; is that 

right? 
Mr. SKELTON. Yes. 
Mr. BALL. All right. Thanks very much. 
I’m going to get you to mark one of these maps and show where you were 

standing. Here is Elm and here is the railroad underpass and pay no attention 
to the diagrams, but show me about where you were standing. 

Mr. SKELTON. I was about right there (marked instrument referred to as 
requested by Counsel Ball). 

Mr. BALL. By that “X” we will put the word “Skelton” and that is where 
you were standing with your friend? 

Mr. SKELTON. Approximately-yes. 
Mr. BALL. Now, did you see any smoke or anything from any place around 

there? 
Mr. SKELTON. No, sir; I just stated to your secretary that I heard people 

say they did, but I didn’t. 
Mr. BALL. But you did see something light on the street? 
Mr. SKELTON. Yes, sir. 
Mr. BALL. About where? 
Mr. SKELTON. A bullet-let’s see-this is kind of out of proportion [referring 

to diagram], and I would say the bullet hit about right here [indicating on 
diagram]. 

Mr. BALL. Then, let’s mark that as “Skelton (2)” and we will make the first 
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Skelton number (1) and then Skelton number (Z), and this “S” milrk here 
is Jvhere you saw the I)ullet. :~icl which way did the spray go? 

Mr. SKELTOS. .Just like it was going there. 
JIr. B.%LL. Clark an arrow shoning the clirec~tion that you think the spray 

was going. 
JIr. SKELTOS. (Jlarks the cliapram with arrow.) 
Mr. CALL. That’s fine, and WC will make that as an eshiljit. Skrlton Exhibit ;\ 

and attach it to Four deposition. 
(Instrument marked by the> rel)ortrr as “Skelton Eshibit .\,” for itl(~ntific~n- 

tion.) 
Mr. BALI.. Thank you and that is all. 
JLr. SKELTOS. Thank you. 

TESTIMOKY OF S. M. HOLLAND 

The t.estimonF of S. 31. Holland was taken at 2 20 l).m., on April 8, 1861. in the 
OfficY of the IT.S. att01wy, 301 Post 0ffic.r I:lliltling. Ilryan and Ervay Streets. 
Dallas, Tes.. bg Mr. Samuel A. Stern, assistant counsel of the President’s 
Commission. Mr. 8. 31. Holland was ac~~ompanied by his attorney, Mr. Balforcl 
Morrison. 

Mr. STERA. \VouId you rise please and raise your right hand so as to be 
sworn. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony that you are about to give will be the 
truth. the whole truth, and nothing but thr truth. so help you God? 

Mr. HOLLAX~. I do. 
Jlr. STERS. Sit clown, please. 
You hare recorded Mr. Morrison’s lwesence? 
The REPORTER. Yes. 
lfr. S’IXRS. 3!r. Holland. you hnw received a letter from thr Commission 

asking you to crime and testifg today? 
Mr. H~LLASD. Yes. 
Mr. STERS. .\s you know, the Commission is inquiring into all of the facts 

concerning the assassination of President Kennedy and we want Four evidence 
concerning what ynn saw at the time of the assassination from the place you 
were standing. hlay we hare, for the record, your name and residence address? 

Mr. Hor.r,.zsn. S. XI. IIollancl. 1119 1,ucille Street, Irving, Tes. 
1\Ir. STERS. What is your owul~ntion? 
Mr. HOLLAND. Signal snlwrrisnr for Union Trrnrinal Railroad. 
hZr. PTERS. Ho\r long have you been employed by that organization ? 
Mr. HOLCASD. I’nion Terminal since 1938. 
Mr. STERS. Sow. on Friday, Sorrmbrr 22, will ynn clrwribe what you did. con- 

cerning the President’s visit and where you were. 
Mr. HOLIASD. Well. about It :OO o’c~lock. a rouple of poliwmen and a plain- 

clothesman. rame 111) on tq, of the trillle nnclwpnss. and w’ hat1 some men xvorl;- 
ing np there. and I lme\v that they was going to hare a parade. alld I left my 
office and walked ul, to the underpass to talk to the policemen. .4nd they 
asked me during the parade if I wn111d come hack up there and iclrntify 1woplr 
that was supposed to by on that ore~,;wa. That is. the railroad peolde. 

Mr. STEIIS. Where :,re y~~nr off~cw;. 1Ir. Holland? 
i\Ir. HOLLA~VD. At the Vninn Tcrnlinal Station. 
hlr. STERS. Is that within walking diatanw of the triple orerllass? 
;\Ir. HOLIAXD. Yes. it is. About-less than a quarter of a mile. :I very short 

distance. 
hlr. STERN. hnd these policemrn that you spoke to, there were 3 altwethrr‘! 
JIr. HOLLAX~. Tn-o-thcbrr VYJI’~~ 2 c,ity ~)oli~x~nlen :III~ 1 lna11 ill ~~lninvlothrs. 

I didn’t talk to him. I talked to the c*ity ~rolicvl~~en. 
Mr. STERS. ‘i!)n don’t lrno~ n-hat his affiliation \V:IS’C 
ZIr. HOJ.LAXD. I know he was a plainclothes detective. or FBI awnt or WJIIP- 


