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WASHINGTCN, D.C. 20220

May 5, 1964

OFFICE OF THE CHIE?

Mr. J. Lee Rankin

General Counsel

Praesident's Commission on the
Assassination of President Kennedy

200 Maryland Avenue, N. E.

Washington, D. C.

Attention: Mr., Slawson
Dear Mr. Rankin:
Reference is made to your lefter of April 22, 1964.

Keverend Walter J. McChann was interviewed April 30, 1964, by
Inspuctor Kelley. Me is a 26 year old priest presently atceac-
ing Loyola University, New Orlcauns, and is a lifelon; resic
of Dallas, Texas. He spent a uunncr of Suruser vacations in
Mexico and has a fair command of whe Spanisi language, and nas
acted as the chaplain of the Cuban Catholic Committee of Dallas
since 1961, The Committee contacted employers in an attempt to
find places for Cubans to work. It organized relipious and
social functions in order to make Dallas a friendly place for
the Cubans who were sent there. In 1961 the organization hac
no funds and solicited funds among the people of Dallas.

In March 1562 the Cuban Catholic Committees held a meeting in
icni whica Father McChann attended. At that time the Cataolic
Re_ief Scrvice set up a revolving fund for the Cubans in Dallas
to nish them relief until jobs could be found for them. A°
resettlement office was opened in Dallas and Father McChann was
given the responsibility for tie conduct of the office. Joaquin
Insuz, a Cuban, who was hired to take care of the oifice is
still an officer in the Cuban Relief Committee at Dallas. Father
McC..ann stated that he never attended any of the political meet-
ings of the Cuban groups that were represented by the Cudans in
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Dallas, although he was often cajoled and entreated to attend
them., He felt that it was a better policy for him to remain
aloof from the differcnces of opinion that occurred amon?

the various Cuban groups represcnted by the Cuban population.

Father McChanh stated that during his work with the Committee
he came to know Mrs. Connell who was intcrested in assisting
in the work of the Committec, aand wihho was especially inter=-
ested in the welfare of Mrs., 3ylvia Odio, in view of Mrs.
Odio's mental condition,

He acknowledges knowing Mrs. iugene Link, Albert Tamaya,
Marcella Insua and Hlector Isqucrivo, all of whom he met during
his work with the Cuban Catholic Committee. He also acknow-
ledges, knowing Colonel and Mrs. Castor, He said Colonel Castor
is a retired Army Colonel. Mrs. Castor seemed generally in-
terested in the plight of the Cuban refugces, but that he
always felt that Colonel Castor was 'playing the role of an
intelligence officer' in his contacts with thc Cubans; that

he seems to be more interested in their political beliefs

than their economic plight or their social problems in the
noew country. He stated that he was introduced to John Martin
(Juzn Martin) whom he deseri as a Latin but nét a Cuban.

He stated that Mr, Martin comve to Mrs, Sylvia Odio's apart-
ment one evening while he was there. Mr. Martin did not stay
very longz anc after he had lelt Mus., Odio stated that Mr.
Martin represcnted a Cuban group or was doing a job for a
Cudan group in Dallas. Father McChann was under the im-
pression that Martin had an apartment or a house in Dallas,
but that he did not live in Lallas and had a family in somc
other city. He stated that tais was his only contact witin
Martin but that Martin was apparenily well known to Mrs. Ouio.

Father McChann said that while he was interested in the
Cuban groups in Dallas he was contacted about four or il
times by Wallace Heitman of the Dallas Office of tu.
Bureau of Investigation. He first made a contact w
when it came to his attention that one of these Cudan *
was extorting money from some other Cubans, was maxing falwe
promises to the Cubans, was a disruptive influence in the

Cuban community and was considered by Father McCharn to bc &z
“political Cuban" rather than a Cuban who was interested in
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receivin; any assistance fram the Committee. He could not
recall the name of this Cuban but he believes the Cuban is
still employed at Parkland lospital., The other contzacts
Heitman had with him were “drop-in" visits by Hcitman when
Heitman was in the vicinity of che Lakewood Buildinyg in
Dallas., Heitman would stop and ask whether he knew of cine
existence of a certain Cuban or a Cuban group., He had always
cooperated to the best of his ability with the FBI agents.

When asked concerning his knawledge of the "Jure" yroup among
the Cubans, he stated that he knew very little about cne
various Cuban groups such as the Jure, the Students kevo-
lurionary Directive or the Scgundo ‘Freante del Escambray. He
stated that he knew of their existence but never became in-
tevestgd in their political views or their dificrences of
opinion. He stated that the Catholic Cuban Relief Committee
"cur through all these groups" and the assistance of the
Committee was given to anyonc that needed it regardless of
tneir political views, He did stace, however, that he knew
that the Jure group supported Manuel Rey of Puerto Rico as
the successor to Castro. He stated that he considered Jure to
be a rather militant group and that he had been informed b
Sylvia Odio that they had frequently contacted her requesting
her to give them hexr support and to lend her name to their
cause. He stated that Sylvia Odio told him that she wished
to stay clear of this organization because the position of
hier parents in Castro's prison was very precarious. He stated
that he nad no recollection of Manuel Rodriguez, George F.
Parrel or any of the officers of the Segundo Frente del
Esc&mbray coming to his attention in connection with his
work among the Cubans.

He denied knowing anything about Lee Harvey Oswald prior to
November 22. He stated that sometime in December 1963 Sylvia
Odio informed him that a group of Cubans had brought Oswald to
her apartment. She told him she discussed this matter fully
with FBI agents early in December. Subsequent to his living
in New Orleans, Sylvia Odio had written a letter to him in
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which she again stated that she had discussed her mceting

oi Oswald with Government officials. Father McChann was not
certain whether she meant that she had had another discussion
wich the FBI or whether she had talked to somcone elsc abcut
the subject. He felt that Sylvia Odio's aggravated mental
condition since November 22 was caused by her concern that
the Cuban community might becowe involved in some way with
the assassination in view of their association with Oswald
shortly before the assassination. (She fainted at her ca-
ployment when she learncd of the assassination of President
{&nnedy” and ‘the arrest of Oswald,) llowcver, he stated that
she is iaclined to be highly dramatic and she may be build-
ing gp her belief in an association with Oswald out of all
proportion to what it was, if, in fact, there was any. He
pelieved that any association with Oswald was extremely
limiced and confined to the one instance in which Oswald is
alleged to have visited her home with a 'group from the Jure'.
He denied ever having a discussion with Sylvia Odio as to the
identity of this group and denied ever hearing the name
Leopoldo mentioned other than in connection with this visit.
de did state, however, that it is inconccivable that Oswald
was brought to Sylvia Odio and introduced to her By anyonc
from the Jure other than somcone well known to her. He said
a man by the name of "Alentada', who is said to be the repre-
sentative for the Jure group in Dallas, would know who was
active in the group. Alentada is said to be a Certified
Public Accountant in Dallas and frequently came to Mrs. Odio
looking for help for Jure.

Sylvia Odio is described as about 26 years of age who now
lives with her three small children and her sister, Sarita
Odio, (single, 23 years of age) at 4223 West Lovers Lane,
Dallas, Texas, telephone FL 7-6878. Another sister, Annie
Laurie Odio, (single, 18 years of age) is now living in
Miami,

Father McChann says he did not know Sylvia Odio prior to

March 1963 when she came to Dallas from Puerto Rico, but
that he knew her sister, Sarita, in connection with the Cuban
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Relief Committee, and that he also knew her younger sisves ,
Annic Laurie, who was attending school in Dallas prior to
Mrs. Odio's arrival., He stated that when Mrs., Odio arrived
in Dallas, although she was ill for the first few months,

she made the acquaintance of persons like Mcs. Connell who
introducéd her to some very prominent people in Dallas. Hone
oi these pcople assisted Mrs. Odio financially and the family
at that time was supported by {unds furnished by the Catholic
Cuban Committee and by sellin? some of the possessions they
nad brought with them from Pucrto Rico, such as gold coins,
jewelry, etc.; they were living a very meager existence and
waen the children arrived from Puerto Rico there was a

real strain on their financial resources. Their situation
was complicated by Mrs. Odio's mental condition which required
psychogherapy periodically.

Father McChann was requested to call Mrs. Odio in an attempt
to secure from her the name of the Jure representative wao
accompanied Oswald. He agrecd to place tae call, stating

that if he could not induce her to tell him who the pcople
were, he could induce her to tell it to the proper authorities.
Hc. said Sylvia Odio would be reluctant to give any information
waich might compromise her position among the Cubans or which
would result in the Cubans being embarrassed or in any way
connccted with the assassination. This, of course, is not
quite consistent with her informing others in December that
Oswald was brought to her by members of the Jure.

Father McChann stated that it was the duty of every citizen
to cooperate to the fullest extent in the President's Com-
missions's investigation and that he felt he was bound in
conscience to give whatever assistance he could. He said he
did not feel he was violating a confidence in giving any
information previously given since he had been informed by
Mrs. Odio that she had discussed this information with the
proper authorities. He did not realize at the timc that she
had not made a full and frank disclosure of the names of the
people who brought Oswald to her.
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Father McChann said he did not icel he could call Mrs. Odio
in the presence of Inspector Kolley and tihat he would pryfer
to talk to her privately., It was » chat he would call
Mrs, Odio shortly after 6:30 pi, Co rrd Tima,
April 30, and he was furnisied the neccgsary {unds to maie
the call. Upon his return to Inspector Kelley's room about
7:30 pm, ne said he had made the call to Mrs. Odio in Dallas
and she was very anxious to c¢iscuss the entire matter. She

-advised him the only information sihe could provide on the

people who visited her was that onc of them said nc was
using the code name of Leopoldo, that the second man shc
could identify as Eugenio Cisncros, aid the tnird man was
introduced to her as Leon. sn¢_said Leon did not use the
neme of Oswald in her presence vut that she recognized hir
after Povember 22 as being the same man who was arrcstec for
the assassination of President XKeaacdy. 5he [urther coscribed
the men as being "greasy lookin; Cubans -- more like Mexicans
than Cubans although they did not have Mexican esccencs'., She
stated they said they were memucrs of the Jure and they Lad a
Tetter in Spanish which they wished WGP Lo transiate into
English, for the purpose of scading copics of this letter o
United States companies to sccurc funds for their cause. 35h
furcher stated that in the coursc of the conversaticn
she now identifies as Oswald spoke “a couple of words
Spanish' and further, that the others informed ne
were going to make a trip. Tacse men did not ent
ment or Sit QOWR.  She said she was a little afraid of
since she did not know them, although they used thc uncer
ground code word names of her father and mother anc sccmed
very familiar with her family and conditions in Cuba. !
sister, Annie Laurie, who was now in Miami, was bao~ 5.
with Mrs. Odio's children that evening. Mrs. Odio w.
to go out and she never did ask the visitors to sit
The entire conversation she had with them was in the
of her apartment at the Crestwood Apartments. She is
able to fix the date any better than sometime in scptembder of
1963.
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Mr~. Odio said she refused to assist them in their project

oL translating the letter sayins she had no time to et mixed
up in the affairs of the Jure. They left saying that they
would be in touch with her agoin, The man she says was
Leopoldo called her the next day and in part of the conver-
sation he told her that Leon was willin, to do anythiny; that
he had laughed at the Cubans saying they had no "guts' and
that it would be easy to Ikill Xennedy alter the Bay of Pigs
invasion. Mrs. Odio said that when thc group first camc to
the apartment they asked for her sister, Sarita, and when they
were told that Sarita was not there but that she was Sylvia,
they said 'Well, you are the onc wo wanted to talk to anyway".

Sylvia further said that she did not tell everything to tne
FBL because they did not ask her these questions., She said
she felt that the FBI interviewed her improperly in that they
came to her place of employment and asked about her and inter-
viewed her there, and it became a source of embarrassment to
her and she later quit her job at the Chemical Company partly
on this account.

Fataer McChann insisted that in the latest conversation,

and in most of the conversations he had with Sylvia about

this matter, she insisted tnhat the man she identified as
Osvald had a mustache, or at least he had not shaved recently;
that he was 'disgusting looking' because of his dark beard:
and unkempt appearance. I

Ir response to a question concerning a tcelephone call Mrs.
Odio is alleged to have made to New Orleans in recent months,
Father McChann said that she had never called him in New
Orleans but Sylvia had an aunt and uncle in New Orleans.

He identified the uncle as Dr. Augustine Guitart, a physics
professor at Xavier University in New Orleans. He knows that
Mrs, Odio frequeantly calls Dr. Guitart as he has been in
Cuitart's home on occasions when she called., He said Dr.
Guitart has engaged in no political activities amon:; the Cul
groups in New Orleans or Dallas insofar as he knows.
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Father McChann was asked whether he had an opinion as to
whether Sylvia Odio actually saw Oswald on the night he

is alleged to have visited her home with "Leopoldo" and
Cisneros. He rcplied that he is skeptical of this stoxy,
Sylvia did not mention this visit to anyone until aftus
Novcaver 22, and he has a strony fecling that cither becausc
of her mental condition she now belicves the third man in
the group was Oswald after sceinz his photosraphs and after
rezcéing the newspaper accounts about him, or that she may,
because of her crying nced for recognition, be attemptin;

in this way to associate hersclf with a spectacular cvent.
Father McChann said, however, that whilc she is a very mature,
incelligent person, this may be a subconscious reaction on
Lier part and she may not be able to accept or perceive the
actual, truth herself.

Father McChann said that Mys. Odio had cxpressed a desire

to aim to be interviewed sayingy that she will be perfectly
f£rank in any intervicew with the authoritics; that sac is
most anxious to clear the matter up and will cooperate
wholeheartedly in any inquiry and give her recollection oi
the matter to the best of her ability. Father McChann says
titat it is his opinion that she will be entirely cooperative
in zn incerview and will be as honest as her current mental
condition will allow her to be.

In he_  telephone conversation Mrs. Odio told Father MeChann
that John Martin is a Uruguayan who is supplying arms pur-
chased in some South American countries to some Cuban groups.

Mrs, Odio is now employed as a secretary at the Kroll Asso-
ciates in Dallas and has requested that any interviews in
connection with tnis matter be at her home, or at some place
other than her office.

Father McChann appeared to be very cooperative and friendly
and expressed a desire to be as helpful as possible in secur-
ing the cooperation of Mrs. 0Odio,

Very truly yours,

James J, Rowley
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