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Date D2comber 11, 1963

Captain CECIL E. TAIBERT, Patrol Division, Dallas,
Texas, Police Department, wss interviewad 2t his place of
residance, 1211 Tolte=c, Nallas, Texas, at which time he
furnish=d the following information pertaining to
November 24, 1963, tha day that LEE HARVEY OSWALD was shot
in the basement of the City Hall:

He adviasd that on November 24, 1963, he reported
4% the DallasPolice Headquartars which is located in Clty
Hall for his regularly scheduled duby. It was on or around
9:00 a.m., that morning, acting on his own behalf, he began
to make some Arrangsments for the transfer of OSWALD,
Although Captaln TALBERT was not completely awars of all
the spaclific detsils concerning the tranafer of OSWALD
from the City Jai1l to the Coundy Jail, ha decidasd that he
would beagin to initizte his plan of coverage for tha transfer,
His first step along this line csms at approximately 9:00 a.m.,
when he began to diascuss the coverags and security of the
tranafar with It. R. S. PIERC3E, who he identifisd as being
commandar of Central Hsadquartsrs Divielon Area, After a
brief discussion, Capt. TALBERT directed Lt., PIERCE to
call in 3 scuads from their diatrict assignments from tha
thres differant statlons and to take four individuals from
headquartera station. His plan was to obtain at lsast two
mer; from asch squad at this tims, The original plan and
the plsn that was put into affect was that the police officers
balng made available for the transfer ware to report to
Central Station with the pquad cars parked in the immediate
ares in csse the cars wars nesded, All officers were to
report and have their cara parksd in position prior to
9:30 a.m,, tkat morming, Altho hs could nct be positive
Capt, TALBERT was guite murs that ths majority of officers
involved wers available by 9:30 a.m., barring a few individuals i
who may have been a little lats. In regard to this plan, Capt, e 4t
TALBERT advised that he obtained a total of 19 patrolmen and +° |7

identified thease mdii_r‘.l.dmll as follows: v 'f[ o
M. L., WISE F’}%;ﬁ:q, §A
A. R. BROCK , ¢ 5 - b Lo a#
L. G. TAYLOR i ot Ay b
B. G, FATTERSON , . J]
L. E. JEZ bt
R. E. VAUGHN i
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: In addition to the foregoing individuals, Capt. TALBERT
identified the following listed individuals as supervisors who
would assist in the control of the transfer of LEE HARVEY OSWALD:

Lt. PIERCE
Sgt. P. T. DEAN
Sgt. PUTNAM
Sgt. STEELE
Lt. WIGGINS

Capt. TALBERT went on to say that although he had not
been briefed on all the aspects of the transfer, he had learned
that the transfer route was originally planned from the basement
level of city hall, out the ramp way to Commerce Street, up
Commerce over to Main, and directly down to the county jail.
Capt. TALBERT later learned that the route was bcidg changed e
and that the second plan was to transfer OSWALD by means of :
the armo¥ed car from the Dalls Police Department basement
.level, up Qommerce to North Central Expressway to Elm Street,
left on Elm Street to Houston Street, and left one block to
the Dallas County Jail. Capt. TALBERT stated that he had
originally based his coverage of the transfer on the original
:-ou:e but later changed a few men to cover the second planned
route.

: Capt. TALBERT continued to say thatLt. PIERCE instructed
one of his supervisors, Sgt. P. T. DEAN, to check all the entrances
and exits leading from the basement level of city hall to
assure that all personnel, other than authorized individuals, were
cleared from the immediate area., He added at this time that there
were no reserve officers utilized in the basement of the police
building and that specific arrangements were made to check the
vicinity of the basement, In regard to this, Capt. TALBERT stated
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that he had two of his supervisors search the immediate area

on the basement level of city hall and that the two supervisors
in charge of this were Sgt. FUTNAM and Sgt. P. T. DEAN. Although
he could not recall the exact time, Capt, TALBERT stated he had
discussed the search of the area with the two supervisors prior
to the transfer, At the time of thelr discussion he could recall
both DEAN and PUTNAM had advised him that the scarch included. °
the cars, trunks of cars, tops of pipes, entrances and exits,
were all checked with negative results. Nothing unusual was
found during the check and he could recall being satisfied

with the area search. Capt. TALBERT went on to say that he
personally checked the doors leading off the basement level

to insure that they were all locked,

In regard to other security measures that were taken
by Capt. TALBERT he stated that tha city basement elevators
of which there are two, were both"shut off" and this was done
by means of a key. He explained this by saying that the
elevators were adjusted so that they could not be operated
below the level of the first floor of city hall.
service elevator whichia 8 an operator, was instructed not to
pass the level of the first floor. ceze TALBERT stat'od ho
could not recall the nm of this ou'.tar rator
felt it was something 1 ot fh regard
to this, all city hall mg&iu“ﬁw lure not pol:.oe officers
were cleared from the tm purk:lns attendant,
whose nickname he could recall as boins "KING." He could
recall that "KING" was sent to the first floor pr.tpr to
10:00 a.m, that morning.

After the search had been conducted and the area cleared
of all individuals other than authorized, Capt. TALBERT personally
continued to check the area to include the Commerce Street exit
leading from the basement area, He lained that the authorized
personnel were those police officers who were to assist in the
transfer as well as all news personnel who presented proper
credentials, Capt, TALBERT could recall that during the couru
of the morning two news individuals were brought to him because
they did not have press credentials. After a check of these :
two individuals; he determined that both were authorized newsmen
and were permitted to stay on. He added that this check of
news media representatives was one of several that was conducted
during the morning hours prior to transfer of OSWALD,

Capt. TALBERT further advised that durin; morning
hours, pr!.or to the transfer, he could recall that mnhr
business was being carried on at the jail office, individuals
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condu-ting buainess at the jall office were checked and if 1%
appeaved that they were authorized they were allowed to
complete their business, He could specifically state that the
Jail office business was light that morning and very few
individuals were actually conducting business. He could

not recall if this business was being carried on at the

time of OSWALD's transfer,

Prior to the transfer, exact time he could not recall,
Capt. TALBERT telephonically contacted the Homicide Section :
and advised Detective BECK that the parking area was checked 2
and if Capt. FRITZ would desire to have uniformed officers .
proc=ed and follow the transfer vehicle which he still believed was
to be the armored car. He was told that Capt. FRITZ was still
interviewlng OSWALD and that if anything was needed along this
line he would contact him. TImmediately thereafter, Capt. TALBERT
prepared three plain police cars and three markesd cars for the
purpose of escort if desired. Subsequently, Chief STEVENSON
and Chief LUMPKIN contacted Capt. TALBERT and advlised that the
armored car that was to arrive for the purpose of transfer
should be backed into the ramp way leading from Commerce Street
as far as possible., Upon arrival of the armored car it was
noted that because of its welght, the armored car could only
back in a short distance and in order to maintain the securlty
measures, Capt. TALBERT assigned two officers, one on each
side of the armored car, to insure no one would elther leave or
enter from that ramp way. Although Capt. TALBERT was not aware
of the officers' identity at that time, he later learned that
Sgt. P, T, DEAN and Officer R. A. WATKINS were assigned to
each side of the armored car.

Capt. TALBERT further advised that just prior to the
arrival of the armored car, Chisf LUMPKIN, Chief STEVENSON and
Capt, TALBERT discussed the route and traffic obstructions that
he may encounter during the transfer. Although he had no perscnal
Imowledge of the number of individuals around the county Jjall,
Capt. TALBERT was advised by an unlnown police officer that
there were approximatglz_m_ people 1n the vicinity of the
county jail. He added that Sgt. STEELE was instructed to place
a police officer at each traffic light and to mailntain their
cars at a close distance., His plan was that the lead car
would flash its lights as they approached and the officer
who was assigned to the cormer would be able to cut off all
oncoming traffic., He explained that after the vehicle had
cleared the intersection the police officers stationed at tlia. -
various points were to follow in thelr cars to give assistance
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if peeded.

Capt. TALBERT could also recall that upon arrival
of the armored car at the Commerce Street exlt, a plain car
with three detectives were sent out the Maln Street ramp way
so a8 to be in condition in front of Armored car for purposes
of escort. Capt. TALBERT identified the occupants of this -
car as being Lt., PIERCE, who was at that time driving; Sgt.
T. A, PUTNAM, who was in the right front seat; and Sgt. <
B, J. MAXEY who was in the left rear seat. He was later ! T
informed by Lt. PIERCE that it was approximately five ‘

. minutes prior to the shooting of OSWALD that
they had proceeded from the basement level of City Hall,

Lt. PIERCE advised Capt. TALBERT that his route was out

the Main Street exit, left on Harwood Street, and then

over to the Commerce Street exit of the basement.

Although Capt. TALBERT could not be absolutely
sure of the exact positions of each of the police officers
assisting in this transfer, he did recall that Sgt. FUTNAM
was stationed in the center of the ramp way and was trylng
to clear the news media that had congregated at this point,
He could recall that Lt. WIGGINS was inside the jall office
but was not aware of his exact duties in the jall offlce.
He later learned that just prior to the arrival of LEE
HARVEY OSWALD in the basement area, Lt. WIGGINS had recelved
a phone call from the Homidde Sectlion who advised that
Capt. FRITZ was on his way to the basement level of Clty
Hall with OSWALD. Lt. WIGGINS had advised him that the
Homicide Section had asked him if everything was ready,
at which time replied in the positive.

Capt. TALBERT related that just prior to the transfer
.of LEE HARVEY OSWALD, which he estimated to be approximately
11:10 a.n,, he noticed a Homicide detective, name unrecalled,
pull a plain car on the ramp way behind the armored car and
then observed another Homicide detective, name unrecalled,
who pulled in behind him with another plain car, Although he
dld not know the identities of these two detectives,
at this time, he later learned that the first car was being
driven by C, W, BROWN and the other car was driven by
CHARLES DHORITY. Hes observed that the second car, driven
by Detective DHORITY, was attempting to straighten .
as well as back  into position for the transfer,
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Capt. TALBERT could recall that he was standing at
the left front fender of the car that DHORITY was driving, and
was attempting to clear the area of the people that had
congregated, He stated that news media individuals were as
close as two or three feet from the rear of the police car
and for this reason was trying to clear the area. Although
Capt., TALBERT did not actually see LEE HARVEY OSWALD being
encorted from the basement level,he did hear a plstol shot
during the time he was attempting to clear the congested
area. He immediately turmed to observe what had happened
and noticed that several police officers were struggling
with an individual whom he could not identify at that time,
It was not until after the shooting that Capt. TALBERT
realized that the individual identifled as JACK RUBY had
actually shot LEE HARVEY OSWALD,

Immediately following the shooting of LEE HARVEY
OSWALD, Capt. TALBERT stated that he talked with Chief
CHARL™S BATCHELOR and asked him at this time if he could
arrange to have all the individuals in the basement area
assemble in the assembly room for purposes of a search,
He explained this by saying that he ®a® mot aware of the
fact that the pistol with whioh RUBY had shot OSWALD was
in possession of the police officers. He later was advised
by Detectives GRAVES that the gun had been recovered and
that there would be no need to assemblethe individuals for
the purpose of a search. Capt, TALBERT then obtained several
pads from the jall office and instructed Sgt. EVERETT to
obtain the names and addresses of all individuals in the
basement area. Although he could not recall the exact®
time, Capt. TALBERT stated that he had instructed Sgt.
EVERETT prior to the arrival of the ambulance and later

Jlearned that the names and addresses of the individuals were

not obtained as directed.
Capt. TALBERT further advised that shortly thmaﬂer,

initiate security measures at the hospital., He stayed at
the hospital until approximately 5:30 p.m. that day at
which time he returned to the police headquarters, He
could not recall the exact time, but Capt, JAMES M, SUTER
relieved him and the remaining officers around the area.

day, anod stated that he m left ror his
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Iz regard to hia partlcular assignment, Capt.
TALBRZEY advised thszt he was acting on his own behalf con-
cerning the ag=curity measures anil wss not instructed by
any particular superior as to what he was or was not %o
do. At no time prior to ths proposed trasnfer, did Capt.
TALBERT receive any specific instructlons concerning the
detaills of the transfer and wost of this informatlion was
obtained during the course of the morning.,

Capt. TALEERT continued to say that he has never
woriad for JACK RUBY in any way whatscever, but had heard
through rumor that am individual by the name of "COX", who
was alleged to be a reserve officer, was at cns time
employ=d by JACK RUBY., He stated that he could rot base
this on any particular fact and had only heard this
through rumors. He could offer no information pertaining
to any association beiwsen JACK RUBY and any Dallas police
officer and felt that the only connection would be that
of any normal asscciation. He explained this by saying
that several of the police officers are required to check
night clubs and fer this rsason thers would be a chance
that several police officers would know of him only as
a night club owner.

Capt. TALBERT stated that he felt he could not
estinate the number of individuals that were in the basenent
level of City Hall either prior to the transfer of LEE HARVEY
OSWALD or after the shooting had taken place, He was not
narticularly concerned over the exact number who were present
.and stated that his only intentions were to maintain the
security measures. He was Wtible to identify any of the
news media representatives who were in the basément level
2t the time of the transfer,

In regard to any background information concerning
JACK BUBY, Capt. TALBERT stated that he was never personally
acquainted with JACK RUBY and when he did see RUBY he could
only recall that 1t was a familiar face, He related that he
could not assoclate the name with the face and was not aware
$hat RUBY was a night club owner in the Dallas are=,
Subsequent to the shooting of OSWALD, Capt. TALBERT was
reminded by Lt. PIERCE that they had seen JACK RUBY approxi-
mately two years ago Ramada Inn Pancaks House but could not
recall any circumstances surrounding this meeting. He stated
that ¢o the best of his recollsction he did not talk to RUBY
at this time, .
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Cap%, TALBERT coabinued t2 say that he did not observe
RUBY prior to the transfer and dld not at any time talk with
RUBY either before or after the shooting of LEE HARVEY OSWALD,
He advised that he could offer no information pertaining to
LEE HARVEY OSWALD and was not aware if there was any relationship
Letween RUBY and OSWALD, The firat time he had heard the name
of LEE HARVEY OSWALD was shortly after the assassination of
Freasident KENNEDY on November 22, 1963,

In regard to this entire matter concerning the shooting
of LEE HARVEY OSWAID on November 24, 1963, Capt. TALBERT advised
that he had prepared a statemert which was- submitted to the
Chief of Police, Dallas, ard that the information that was

furnished in this statement was essentially the same information

that he had just now furnished interviewing Agents,
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