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STUCKEY: Yes.

O3WAILD: Yes, as secretury I am responusible for the kesping
of the records and the protection of the members® names so that
undue publiolty or uttention will not be drawn to them, as they
do not desire it. My duties ure as the duties of a secrstary of
any organization. Hovevor, our orgailzaution has a president, a
seoretary and a treasurer. ThoxXxttimx duties of those pcople would
be more or less self-evident than those that are my dutles. I do
not however belong to any other organizations at all.

STUCKEY: Are you at liberty to reveal the membership of your
organization?

OSWAID: No, I am not.
STUCKEY: For what reason?

O3WALD: V'ell, as socretury, I believe it is standard
operat ing procedure that our organizotion, oconsidting of a political
minority, proteot the names and addresges of its members and I have
every, uh, that i3 my duty end that is my reason to do that.

STUCKBEY: Mr. Oswald, there are many ocommentators in the
Journalistic field in this country that eguate the Fair Play for
Cuba Committee with the Ameriocan Communist Party. Vhat is your
feeling about this and are you a member of the American Communist
Party?

O3VALD: Vell, the Fair Play for Cuba Comittee with its
headyuarters at 799 Broadway in New York has been investigated by
ths Senate sub-committees who are ocoupied with this sort of thing.
They have investigated our organization from the viewpoint cf taxes,
subversion, alles%ance and in general,, whore and how and why we
exist. They have found absolutely nothing to conneot us with the
Communist Party of the United States. In regards to your question
about whether I myself am a Communist, as I sald I do not belong
to eny other organization.

STUCKEY: I notice from your pamphlets, one bears the title
of "Hands Off Cuba". I am curious as to whether this applies to
the Soviet Union as well as to the United States.

OSVAID: This organization 1s not oooupled at all with the
problen of thoe Soviet Union or the problem of International Comaunism.
Hands Off Cuba is the main slogan of this comnittee. It means, it
follows our first principle, which has to do with non-intervention,
in other words keeping yolir hands off a forelgn state whioh is
supported by the constitution, and so forth and so on. %e have our
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OSVWAlD: ( Cont. )
ovn non-interventlion laws, that is what Hands Off Cuba means. As
I say we are not ocoupled at all with the problem of the Soviet
Union.

STUCKEY: Does your group believe that the Castro regime in
Cuba is not aotually a front for a Soviet colony in the '‘estern
Hemisphere?

OSWALD: Very mmzimt definitely. Castro i1s an independent
leader of an indepondent country. He has ties with the Soviet Union,
with the eastern bloo, however, I think it i3 rather obvious as to
why and whom they are because of the fact that we certuinly don't
hauve any trade with them. Ve are discouraging trade with that country,
with our allies and so forth, so of oourse he has to turn to Russia.
That does not mean, however, that he 1s dependent unpon Russis. H3
receives trade from many countries, including Great Britain to a

i cortaln extent, France, certain other powers in the “estern Hemisphere.

Hy 13 even trading with several of the more independent African
states, so that you cannot point at Castro and say that he is a
Russlan puppet. He is not. He is an independont person. An
independent leader in his country and I believe that was pointed
out very well during the Ootober orisis whon Castro very dmfixhkgy
definitely said that although Premier Khrushohev had urged him to
have on-site inspection at his rooket bases in Cuba, that Fidel
Castro refused.,

STUCKEY: Do you feel that the Falr Play for Cuba Commit tee
would maintain its present line as far as supporting Premler
Castro if the Soviet Union broke relations with the Castro ragime in
Cuba?

OSWALD: Ve do not support tha man. Ve do not support the
individual. i'e support the idea of an independent revolution in the
Vlestern Hemnisphere, free from American intervention. Ye do not
support, as I say, the individual. If the Cuban people destroy Castro,
or i1f he is otherwise proven to have betrayed his own revolution, that
will not have any bearing upon this ocommittee. Ve are a coumittee
who do believe that Castro has not so far betrayed his country.

STUCKEY: Do you believe that the Castro regime is a
Conmunist regime?

0S7iALD: They have said, well, they have said that they are
a larxzist country. On the other hand, So is Ghana, 850 1s several
other ocountries 4in Afrioca. Every oountry which oemerges from a sort
of furdx feudal state as Cuba did, experiments, usually in
300ialism, in Marxi{sm. For thet matter, Oreat Britain has socialized
medioine. Yot cannot say that Castro is a COmmunist at this time,
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; STUCKEY: ( Cont. )

 Movement type of philosophy that we hear of in the new countriss.
# Plcking umong the paragraphs, I see one hore that I'd. 1like to

. hear Mr. Oswald's comment on, and I'd 1ike to quote: "It is well
"0 recall that the national emsrgenoy proclaimed by President

{ Trumen in 1950 during the Korean War is still in effeoct in the

2 United States and has been utilized constantly for the ourtailment
¥ of oh‘iit %1berty." \ihat 1s your comment about the veracity of this
'ltatm

. OSWALD: Vell of course, that is the last paragraph of a
g_varr long page. That has to do with the faot that propeganda in
~ the United States 1s slanted and has shown Cuba and Castro to be
~ in a very bad light. liow, they have mentioned, the United States
fmmmnt, has mnﬂ.onu& that Castro has dsciarad an emergency
t n Cuba. He has not held eleotions for Iinstance because of the
faot that there is an emergency situation in Cuba. Now, the Castro
{“government is declaring that #x it i1s doing Just what this points j
| out. It is doing #hat we did in 1950 and you reoall what happened in
’s 1950, That was during the beginning of the Korean Var vwhen we felt
{3‘. that we were going to be in a vory, very dangerous situation. Ve
. adopted an emergenoy law which restrioted newspapers, broadcasters,
radio and TV from goxixpxanpx glving eny opinlons, any comments vuhloh
" we not already oheoked out by oertein sdministrative bureaus of the =
. United States government. That was under our emergency. At this time, ﬁ

tq.-q.\_}n

. Fidel Castro has his emergenoy. It 15 beo:use of us and our attitude
. and bacause of the attitude of oertain other people, ocertain other
~ oountries in L:tin Amerioca, certain other countries. This is the
- parallel, the parallel which this is talking about. An emergency 1n

i :& country at that tine and an emsrgenoy in thoir oou.ntry at thil
l_ ’ -

3‘ USPUCKRY: 2r; Oewald, this 1s' vory interesting £o N €0.Cind ot
. out about the restriotion on newspapers in 1950 beocause I was in the i
- newspaper business at that time and I do not recall seoing any '
government bureau established in my office to ton us llhat $0 50
print. Exaotly what do you have rorarsnoo h? EV Rl

e OSWALD: Well, I have roferende to the obvious raot that d.urine
H—tm time, haphazard guesses end information are not given by anyone.
. In regards to military strotegioal ocomments, such as comments or '
ﬁhaaﬂu about new fronts or movements end 80 forth, news was controlled

‘at that time to that extent, es it is always eontrolm dur.tns R
_war Or .nnunnll emergenoy, :I-nn._ ek 17 ORI O

1’ . STUCKEY: Do you feel thn nmu 1- oontronod tn tho tmm 03
_hﬁu tod.q' ngarung Ouhu? e ‘1=.~ H.‘; fr i » it

r i
(n By
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. STWCKEY: Vhat other politloal leaders in Latin america do you
faol fulfill the Fair Play for Cuba Coaimittes's requirements for a
Denooratic politiocal leader?

OGWALD: Well, you know, there's a funny story about ILatin
America. It goes something like this. Coffoe, bananas, sugar and a
fow other productsa. In other words, that rofors to the so-called
banasna countries vwhioh 1like Cuba up to this time had a one-orops
agriculture, a one-orop economy and where did those orops go? ghey
wont $0 the United States. Now the attitude of thoss countries who are
controlled by the United States, whosz economy depends alnost
100 per cent upon how much money the United States pours into them,
those countries oan not be expeoted to give an independent viewpoint
on Cuba or Castro. The few ocountries vihioch abstained at certain
international inter-Amerioan neotings during ths last year, are
thoge countries whioh are big enough to support themselves. Those
"~ countries ve ing only Brazil, Arzentina and perhaps on some ocoasions
the demooratic republic of Costa Rioca, viilch is by the way, the only
demooratioc republioc in all of Central Anerioca.

STUCKEY: Vhat 1s your definition of denmooracy?

OSWALD: iy definition, well, the definition of democraoy,
that's a very good one. That's a very oontroveraial viewpoint. You
know, it used to be vory clear, but now 1t's not. You know, when
our forefathers drew up the constitution, they considered that
denocracy was oreating an atomosphere of frecdom of discussion
of argument, of finding the truth. The rights, well, the classio
right of having life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. In
Latin America, they have nons of those rights, none of them at
all. And that 1s my definition of deriooracy, the right to be in a
ninority and not to be suppressed. The right to see foryxmummamifl
yourself withouh gcvernment restrictions such countries as Cuba,
and we are rostrioted from going to Cuba. :

STUCKEY: Mr. Oswald, when was the last time you wers in
Latin America?

OSWALD: I have besn only to Moxico in my life, sir. I em not
fully aoquainted with Laotin Anerica personally, but thoen I am not the
prosident of this organization elther, I am oniy a volunteer, a
secretory of this looal chupter. I do not clalm to be an expert on
Latin America, but then very few people do. Corteinly, it is
obvio_s to me, havinz been edusated here in New Orleans and having
been instilled with the ideals of deocracy and objectiveness, that
Cuba and the right of Cubans to self-determination is more or less
self evident, and one doss not have to travsl through Central and
South Amerioca. One does not have to travel through these countries
%0 sea the poverty in Chile or Poru or the suppraession of denocratie
1iborties by the Somoa ( sio ) brothers in Kicaragua in order to
draw one's oonolusions about Cuba, /
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STUCKEY: Loes the Fair Play for Cuba Coumnittes have any
opinion about the suppression of deocratlo liberties in Hungary
in 1956 or the poverty in any of the eastern bloo countries today?

OSWALD: Offleially no, but of course we have our ovm
opinions about such situations. We consider that Russlan imperialisn
is a very bad thing. It was a bad thing in Hungary. Ve coertainly
do not support dlctatorships or the suprression of any peoples
anywvhere, but as I say and as I nust stress, we are preoocupled
only with the problem of Cuba, officially.

STUCKEY: Mre. Oswald, you have tho title of seorstary of the
New Orleans chapter of the Eair Play for Cuba Couriittee, howsver,
vou have Jjust said that you have never becn to Latin Anmerica

except for a few ventures into Mexlco. In that ocase, Jjust exaotly
how do you got your information concerning Latin American affairs or
Latin Anerlcan conditions?

OSWALD: Vell, as I say, we aro preoccupied with the problem
of Cuba. Thore are correspondents that correspond with the
headquarters in New York, directly from Cuba, that 1is where wo get
the information about Cube. Now, in regurds to Latin and Central
Anorica, you do not have your own correspondent there. The AP and
the UP? cover it very well and they cecrtainly give a very olear
picture of the situation in certain countries, llcaragua, and so
forth, as I mentioned, which have very unde:ocratio ragines,
dictators:ips, and as I say these things are well known by evaryone
and they are acospted as truth. For instance, who will be ables to
find any ofrfiocial or eny person who knows about Latin Anerioa, who
will say that Nicaragua does not have a dictatorsnip?

STUCKEY: Very interesting that you should mention dictatorships
in Nicaragua, because we, naturally femillar with the place, have
hzard about these dietatorships for many, many years, but it is
ourious to me why no Nicaraguans fled to the Unitod States last year,
whereas we had pogsibly 50,000 to 60,000 Cubans fleeing from Cuba to
the United States, Vhat is the Failr Play for Cuba Comnittes's officilal
reply to this?

0SVAID: Well, a good question. Nicaraguan situation is
considerably different from Castro's Cuba. People xxm are inclined
not to flee thair countries unless some new syste:n, new factor,
enters into their lives. I must sey that very surely no new faotors
have cntered into Wiscaragua for about 300 years, in fact the
people live exactly as they have always lived in Nicaragua. I

am refering to the overwhelming majority of the people in Niocaragua. .

LIRS

STUCKEY ExHIBIT No. 2—Continued



9
Oswald-Stuockey interview

OSWALD: ( Cont. )
vwhich is a feudal dlctatorship with 90 per cent of thc people onpaged
in agriculture. These pesasants are uneducated. Thoy have ono of the
lovwest living standerds in all of the westorn hemisphere and so
becauge of the faot that no new factor, no liberating factor, has
entered into their lives, tihoy remain in liloaragua. liov ths people
who have fled Cuba, that 1s an interosting situation. Needless to
say, there are classes of ori-:inals; there are classos of people
who are wanted in Cuba for orimes ezainst humanity and most of those
people are the same people who are in New Orlean3 and have sot
thenselves up in storos with blood money and who engage in day to day
trade with Hew Orleanians. Those are the people who would ceriainly
not want to go baock to Cuba and +ho would oertainly want to flee Cuba.
There ars other classss. There are peasants who do not like the
collectivization in Cuban agriculture. There are others who have one
reason or the other in their legitimate reasons, reasons of
opinion, for floeing Cuba. llost of these people fles by legal means.
They are allowed to leavo after requesting the Cuban gov:irnnent for
exit visas. Some of these people for soms reasons or another do not
l1ike to apply for these visas or they feel that they cannot get
them; they flee, thoy flee Cuba in boats, they fles any way they
can g0 and I think that the opinion and the attitude of the Cuban
govornment to thils 1s good riddance.

STUCKEY: Mr. Oswald, this 1s very interesting because as s
reporter in tLis field for soms time I have been interviewing rsfugecs
now for about three years and I'd say that the last Batista man,
officlally, that I talked to left Cuba about two and a half years ago
and the rest of them I've talked to have beon taxioab drivers,
laborers, cane cutters, and that sort of thing. I thought this
revolution was supposed to bonefit these people. Vhat 1s the Fair
Play for Cuba Committee's position on t':1s?

03WALD: Vell, as 1 say there are different olasses. A minority

of these people are as i s people vho were Batista oriminzls and
" 8o forth. However, It may mot be true that the people fleeing nowadays
are conpletely c¢leansed of Batlista elements, certainly some of these
Batistalites have boon hiding or have been ongoged in counter=-
revolutionary aotivit}es ever since the Buy of Pigs invasion and

even bafore that, Just after the revolution. In other words, they

have remained underground. ® Undoubtedly tho overwhelming majority

of people during the last year, for instance, who have fled Cuba

have been non-Batlstaites, rather peasant class. You say the
ravolrtion is supposed to benefit these poople. You know, it's very
funny about revolutions. Revolutions require work, revolu:ions

require saorifice, revolutions, aad our own .ncluded, require a certaln
amount of rationlng, a ocertain amount of calluses, a certain amount of
saorifioe. Saorifiolng one's own personal ideas about countries,
oitizenship, work, indicates people vho have fled Cuba have not been
able to asdapt themselves to these new faotors which have entered
SRRxux '
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OSWALD: ( Cont. )
thess people's lives. Thess poople are the uneducated. These pcople
are the pooplo who do not remalin in Cuba to be edusated by young
people, who are afrald of the alphabet, who are afraid of these now
things which are occuring, who are afrald that they would lose
something by collectivization. They were afraild that they would
lose something by seeing their suszar orops taken avay and in place
of sugar orops, sone other vegetable, some other produst, nlanted,
because Cuba has always been a one=-product country, more or less.
These are the poople who have not been able to adapt.

STUCKEY: AMr. Oswald, you say their sugar orops. Liost of the
Cubans I have talked to tha% hove had anything to do with agrioulture
in the last yoar and a half have not owned one aingle aore of
ground, they were cane cutters.

OSWAID: That i35 correct and they are the ones that are fleeing

-the Castro regime. That is correct sir. That is very, very true and I

am very glad ycu brought that point up. You know, it usod to be that
these people worked for the United Fruit Company or American
companies engaged in sugar refining, oil refining in Cuba. They
worked a few months avery year during the ocane cutting or sugar
refining season. They nover owned anything, snd they feol now that
that 1ittle bitmLx of right, the right to work for five months a
year has been taken away from them. They foel that now they have to
viork all year round to plant new orops, to make a new economy

and so they feel that they have been robbed, they fecl that they
have been robbed of the right to do as they please because of the fact
that the govaernment now depends upon its pecple to build its econony,
to industrialize itself, so they figurs they have been robbed. Vhat
they do not realize is that they have been robbed of the right to be
exploited, robbed of the right to be cheated, robbed of the right of

. New Orleanean oompanies to take away what was rightfully theirs. Of
" course, they have to share now. Everybody gets an equal portion.

630

This is collectivization and this 1s vory hard on somc people, on
people prefering the dog-eat-dog economy.

STUCKEY: What do you rofer to aa the dog-eat-dog economy?
Is that Capitalism in your definition?

OSTALD: No, that is an eoconomy vwhere the people do not
depend on each other, they have no feelings of nationality, they
have no feelings of oulture, they have no feelings of any ties whatsoe
on a high level. It 18 every man for himself. That is what I refer to
by dog=sat-doge.

STUCKEY: Are you familiar with the existence of a black market
in Soviet Russia or in Red China, where the majority of the populace
gets their food, their truck orops and vegetables and such from this
markets Do you know of suoch a market?

(LIKS
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03sVALD: V'ell, I know about the fact thet there ls a market
in the Sovioct Union only for western apparel, and certain other
items. There 18 no black market in the Soviet Union for food,
none whatever. By blaock narket, I assume that you mean a situation
where food 1s either stolen or grown in one area, and taken to
anot?er areca and sold covertly, under cover. No such system exists in
Russia.

STUCKEY: lr. Oswald, I am curious about vour personal
baorground. If you ocould tell something about where you ocame from,
your edusation and your career to date, it would be interesting.

CSWALD: I would be very happy to. I was born in Now Orleans in
1939. For a short length of time during my ochildhood, I lived in
Texas and New York. During my Junior high school days, I attended
Beaurcogard Junior High School. I attended that school for two years.
Then I went to ‘‘arren EFaston Iligh Sohool and I attended that school
for over a year. Then my family and I moved to Texas whore ve have
nany relatives and I continued my sochooling there. I entered the
United States iarine Corps in 1956. I spent three years in the
United Statoes Marine Corps, work1n§ nmy way up throuzh the ranks to
the position of buock sergeant and sorved honorably, having been
discharged. Then I went back to work in Texas and have recoently
arrived in New Orleans with my famlly, with my wife and my ohild.

STUCKEY: What partioular event in your 1ife made you decide
that tha Fair Play for Cuba Committee had the correot answers
about Cuban-United States reslations?

OSVALD: Well, of ocourse, I have only begun to notice Cuba
gince the Cuban revolution, that 1s true of everyone, I think. I
becane acquainted with it about the same time as everybody else, in
1960. In tho bezinning of 1960x. I always felt that the Cubans
were being pushed into the Soviet blos by American policy. I still
feol tiat way. Our policy, if it had been handled differently
and many others much more informed than I have sald the same thing,
if that situation had been handled differently, we would not have
the big problem of Castro’s Cuba now, the big international political
problem. Although I feel that it is a just and right development in Cub
st{ll we could be on much friendlier relations with them and had the
governnent of the United States, ikta its government agenoies,
particularly certain oovert, under-cover agenoles like the now
defunot CIA.

STUCKEY: Now defunot?
wKS
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O3WALD: “'ell, 1ts leadership is now defunot. Allen ~ullos is
now defunct. I bellove that without all that meddling, with a little
bit dirferont humanitarian handling of the situation, Cuba would not
bs tho problem 1t is today.

STUCKEY: Is there any particular action of the United States
government do you feel that pushed Castro into Soviet arms? :

OSWAID: Vell, as I say, Ca3tro's Cuba, even after the
revolution was still a one-orope econony, busing its econony on
sugars, “hen we slushed the Cuban sugar quota, of course, we out
their throats. They had to turn to somo other country. They had to
turn to some other hemigphere in xk#& which to s8ell t'.is one product.
They did so, and they have sold it to Russia and because of that,
Russian sugar is now down quite a bit, whereas our is zoing up and
up and up and I believe that was the big factor, the cutting of the
sugar quota.

STUCKEY: Do vou think that the United States government,
under President Elsenhower, ever wanted to help the Castro regine?
Ever offered or shown any help to 1t?

OSWALD: True to our demosratie policles, certain policles
were adopted, very late, but adopted, but the government helped Fidel
Castro while he was still in the nountains, that is very true. \'s out
off aild to Batista just before the revolution, Just before it. That
was too late. e had already done more harm than we could have done
before. Ve were Just rats leaving & sinking ship, you see. That was
not the thing to do. Ve have, however, as I say, helped him. Ve have
now ocut off all that help.

STUCKEY: There is one polnt of view whioh I have heard to the
offect that Castro turned left because he ocould not get any aid for
industrialization in Cuba from the United States. Does the Fair Play
for Cuba Conmittee beliesve that?

OSWALD: Not entlrely, no. ‘Ye feel that was a factor,
certainly. But the current of history is now running to that extrems,
in other words, countries emerging from imperialist domination are
dofinitly adopting soolalistic solutions, Marxist even on ocoasion what
will be in the future, Communist regimes and Communist inoclinations.
You w see, this 13 something which is apparently a world trend.

STUCKEY: Does the FairPlay for Cuba Comnittee believe that
this trend should also be copled in the United States?

LIk
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OSWAID: No, the Fair Play for Cuba Committee is ocoupied
only with the Cuban problem. I do not think that they feel that way,
no.

STUCKEY: Tonight we have been talking with lLoe Haxwmpx
Oswald, secretary of the Fair Play for Cuba Cormittee in New Orleans
-( sot., standard olose ).
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