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wopsisThe subject, who attempted to defect to Russia in Cctober,
1059, and who was a member of the U. S. llarine Corps Reserve,
was given an undesirable discharge from the U. S. liarine Corps
Reserve 8/17/60. Subject born 10/13/39, New Orlezns, Louisiana.
His father, ZEDVAID LIZ OCSVALD, died before subject's birth.
Subject moved with his mother to Fort Vorth, Texas, from Hew
Orleans, Louisianz, in 1945, As a high school student at Fort Worth,
subject enlisted at age 17 in the U, S. Marine Corps 10/24/56.
He received an honorable discharge 9/11/59 from tue U. S. iarine
Corps and reenlisted as a Private in the USIIC Reserve same day.
Following his discharge in September, 1959, subject visited
his mother at Fort Worth for a few days and left for KNew Orleans
wita expressed intention of resuning employment in export-inmport
work, Subject's mother subseguently received letter from New
Orleans from subject advising he had booked poscage on a ship
to Burope. Subject later renounced U. S. citizeanship and sought
to become a citizen of Russia. Subject reported to be residing
at Minsk, Russia, and is said to have recently expressed a
desire farreturn of U. 3. passport as he desired to return to
U.S. under certain conditioxns,
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LEE HARVEY OZV.LD, who attenostcd to defect to Russia in October,
1959, and who was a member of the U., S. Marine Corps Reserve,
had been given an undesirable discharge from the U. S. Marine
Corps Reserve on August 17, 19GO.

I. BACKGROUND

A. Name and Aliases

LI& HARVIY OSV.LD, also known as Lee Oswald.

B. Resldence

708

On April 23, 1960, ilrs. MARGUZRITZ OCZVALD, subject's
motner, currently resicding ot 1111 Herriang Avenue, Luco, Texas,
where she was employed at Methodist Orphans Home, volunteered the
following information:

she stated that up until 1945 she and her sons had
ived at New Oricans, Louisiana. In 1945 they moved to Fort
Worth, Texas, where the subject attended high school until he
enllsted in the U. 5. liawins Cores at the age of 17 in October,
1956.

On June 28, 1961, Mrs. JAMES E. TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort ‘iorth, Texas, stated the subject and his mother
re510ed in a puxtly furnisibed upstairs apartment at 4936 Collingwood
Street, frowm July 1, 108%, to iy I, L0I7, except that subject
sometime during the Fall of 195G, enlisted in the U. S. Marine
Corps at the age of 17, She advised that subject's brother,
ROBERT OSVALD, also resided at 4936 Collingwood until the time
of his marriage.,

On April 10, 1961, lrs. OSVWALD voluntarily furnished the
information that she was currently residing at 1612 Hurley Street,
Fort Verth, Texas. <She explained that she had returned to Fort
Vorth about April 1, 1961, from Boyd, Texas, where she bad operated
a daress shop which she found necessary to close on account of
financial difficulties. lirs. OSVALD related that during January,
1961, she had made a trip to Vashington, D. C., for the purpose
of contacting the office of the U. S, Secretary of State in an
effort to obtain some information concerning subject. She stated
that she had furnished all information available in her possession
concerning the subject and that she had in turn sought information
to ascertain his current address. <Che advised that she bad
recently been informed by the State Department that subject was
located at linsk, lussia, OShe also advised that it is her under-
standing that subject desires to return to the United States.
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C. Employment

Mrs. OLULALD advised on April 28, 1960, that subject
had been engaged 1ua tuc ciuport-inpvort type of employment at
New Orleans, Louisiana, after visiting her in Fort Vorth, Texas,
in 1959, 1In 1956 e was a student at the Fort Viorth High School
at the time be enlisted in the U. S. Marine Corps in October,
1956,

D, Citizenship Status

According to information furnished by Mrs., OSWALD
in April, 1960, subject was born COctober 18, 1939, at New Orleans,
Louisianz. His father was ZDVARD LEZ OSVALD who died before
subject was born.

Mrs. OSVWALD volunteercd the information that subject
bad taken his birth certificate with him wben he left Fort Vorth,
Texas.

‘E. Nationality Background

No information available.

F, Education

Mrs. OSVALD stated on April 28, 1960, subject was attending

high school at Fort Vorth when he enlisted..in the U. S. Marine
Corps., He has not finished high school.

On June 28, 1961, Dallas Confidentizl Informant T-1
advised that subject had specidl educational training while in the

U. S. Marine gﬁﬁgs at Jacksonville, Florida, from March 18, 1957 to

May 3, 1957;/ iloxi, Mississippi, from May 4, 1957 to June 19,
1957, Subject had special training as an electronics operator
and as a-radio operator.

In April, 1960, llrs, OSYVALD advised that subject bhad
informed her by letter sometime during the Spring or Summer of
1959, tbat he had made arrangements to attend the Albert
Schweitzer College in Switzerland., <che also advised that a few
days previous to April 23, 1960, she had received a letter from
this college to the effect that subject was expected to arrive
on April 20, 1960,

On February 22, 1961, Dallas Confidential Informant T-2
advised that it bad been ascertained that subject never arrived
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at the Albert Schweitzer College in Switzerland although be had
paid a $25.00 deposit toward school fee. The college had not
heard from subject since he sent in his deposit during June of
1959.

G, Military record

Dallas T-1l advised on June 28, 1861, that subject,
assigned serial number 1653230, had enlisted in the U, S. Marine
Corps on October 24, 1956, while residing at 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort Vorth, Texas. On September 11, 1959, subject
réceived an honorable discharge from the U, £, lMarine Corps
and entered on the same date as a Private TFirst Class in the
U. S. Marine Corps Reserve.

By comfiunication dated January 11, 1961, the District
Intelligence Office, 8th Naval District, New Orlcans, Louisiana,
advised that subject bad been given an undesirable discharge from
the U. S. Marine Corps Reserve on fLugust 17, 19G0,

H, Close Relatives in Armed Forces

On April 28, 1960, lirs,., MLRGUERITEZ C. CESULALD stated
that she had two other sons, ROBIJT LiZ OZV.LLD, age 235, who
was formerly in the U. S. Lir Towrce, and JOMII_ES-20 <IC, age
23, who was then a Staff Sergeant lu the U. £, Air Force and
was then stationed at Hirosnlma, Japan. This is Staff Sergeant
JOHN EDVARD PIC, Lir Force NWo. 131313239,

L1x FC Susv oty

I. Physical Description

Hrs. MARGUERITE OSVALD also on Lpril 28, 1960,
furnished the following description of LZIE HLRVEY OSVALD:

Race: White
Sex: Liale
Age: 20 (1260)
Date of birth: October 18, 1939
Place of birth: New Orleans, Louisiana.
Height: 51107
Veight: 165 lbs.
Eyes: Blue
Hair; Light brown, wavy
-4 -
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J. Identificaticn Record

On February 21, 1961, the following advised they
bad no recoxrd in tucir files ideatifiable with subject:

B. T'. SPEARS, Identification Division, and CONNIE
ODUMl, Central 2ecords DLivision, Tort Vorth, Texas, Police
Depaxrtment, aud Vv, i, YCUNG, :.ent.fication Division, Tarrant
County, Sheriff's Cffice.

K. Photograph

On April 28, 1969, lirs. LIARGUERITE OSVALD furnished
a photograph of subject which is being retained in the Dallas
file.

II, CONNECTIONS VITI SOVIET RUSSIA

ROBERT LEEYbSWALD, 7313 Davenport Street,.Fort Worth,
Texas, was, on April 27, 1560, cmployed as a salesman for Acme
‘Brick Company of Fort Worth. ROBIRT LEL GEVALD stated toat he
is a brother of subject wio was believed by ROBERT to be in
Moscow, Russia, ROBERT related that his brother had pbtained
an honorable discharge ifrom the U. S. lMarine Corps in Septenber,
1959, and after visiting his mother in Fort Vorth for a period
of about three days left Fort Worth with the expressed intention
of going to New Orleans, Louisiana, to resume his former employ-
ment in export-import work, IOBHHT stated that the entire family
was later shocked to learn that subject had gone to Russia where
b e had renounced his United States citizenship and had applied
for citizenship in the Soviet Union.

ROBZAT LEE OSWALD also stated that he had never known
the subject to bhave had any sympathy for or connection with
communism before this incident occurred.,

OBu}Tvb°VALD stated that he has had no contact in any
manner ox form with any individual known by him to be a Soviet
official or affiliated in any way with Soviet establishments.

He also stated that so far as he knows, neither his mother nor
any other member of this family have had any contact whatsoever
with Soviet officials or with Soviet establishments.

ROBERT LEE OSWALD stated that he would iumediately
contact the FBI in the event he were contacted by Soviet officials.
He also stated that neither he nor his mother has been requested
to furnish any items of personal identification to the subject in
Russia and that in the event he were to receive such a request be
would immediately contact the FRBI.

-5 -

CoMMIssSION ExHIBIT 822—Continued

740-537 O—64—vol. XVII——47 711



712

DL 100-10461

On April 28, 1860, lLirs., MAQGUIRITZ C, OSVWALD, who was
then employed at lMethodist Orphans Howe, 1111 IHerring Avenue,
Waco, Texas, volunteered the following inforuation:

lrs, OSVALD stated that she has been very much upset
and uneasy concerning bher son, LII ILIRVIY OSVLLD, since she
learned during the Fall of 1959, wita nuci to her surprise that
he had gone to iloscow, Russia, where he had renounced bis United
States citizenship and had apparcntly sought Soviet citizenship.
Sne stated that following his discharge from the U. S. llarine
Corps in September, 1959, he visited her for a few days in Fort
Vorth and left town stating that he was going to New Orleans,
Louisiana, to resume his employment with an export-import company
at New Orleans. She stated that subject had engaged in export-
import employment for a brief period of time prior to his enlist-
ment in the U. S. Marine Corps. lirs. OSVLLD also stated that
subject had mentioned something about his desire to travel and
said something also about the fact that he might go to Cuba.

Mirs. OSWALD stated that shortly after subject arrived in
New Orleans, she received the following letter postmarked at
New Orleans, Louisiana, from subject:

"Dear mother:

"17ell I have booked passage on a sbip to Zurope.
I would of had to sooner or latexr, and I think
its best that I do now., Just remember above all
‘else that my values are very different from
Roberts or yours,

"It is difficult to tell you how I feel. Just
remember this is whbat I must do. I did not

tell you about my plans because you could hardly
be expected to understand. Lee,"

. Mrs. OSVALD sta ted that she was very nuch shocked and
surprised later to learn that he bad gone to lioscow, Russia,
She stated that she had no idea as to how lLe arrived there but
that shce does know that he had saved up about $1600 from his
services in the U. S. Marine Corps. She stated that he did not
previously discuss with her any intention to go to lNoscow,
Russia. She also stated that e bad never shown any proclivities
for the ideologies of communism. She suted that he had never
expressed any sympathy for Russia or the communis: system. She
stated that subject was always a studious type oi individual and
that he read books that were considered "deep." Mrs. OSWALD stated
that shbe would not have been surprised to have heard that subject
bad gone to,*say, South America or Cuba, but that it bad never
entered her mind that he might go to Russia or that he might try to
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become a citizen of Russia., lrs. OSVALD stated that she felt
strongly that subject has a right as an iddividual to make his
own decisions, however, she stated that she was very greatly
surprised and disappoianted tuat he had taken this action.

Mrs, OCWALD stated that she made application on January 22,
1960, at the First Hatioual Suaulk of Fort Vorth, Texas, for a
foreign draft and upon payment of $26.65 she was issued a
"foreign money transfer No. 142,688" by which instrument she sent
$25.00 by air mail to subject, LDE HA RVEY OSWALD, in care of
Hotel Metropole, Moscow, Russia.

Mrs. OSVALD explained that she was indebted to subject
in the amount of $100 as a result of a loan which :he had made
to her previously.

She stated that on December 13, 1959, she had mailed

a personal check of $20,00 by way of part payment on this debt
to "LII (SVALD, lietropole Hotel, loscow, Russia.'" She made
this check payment to LiX CLU.LLU. ilowever, on or about January 5,
1960, this check was returncd to ner by mail containing a note
scratchbed on a piece of paper ir pencil by subject, stating he
"could not use the check, of course."™ In this note he requested
her to put $20.00 in casb in an envelope and send it to him
inasmuch as he was "also short of cash a2nd neceded the rest. LEE,"
She stated that she then mailed a $20 bill and expressed her
‘cluctance in sending casb through the mail., In this letter to
.nject she requested him to let her Lnow if he received the
$20 bill and also to furnish her with lis correct address. She
stated that sbhe added in this letter her hope that he liked Russia.
She added "if you don't and want to come back, I believe it can
be arranged. Are ycu working?'" She stated that she addressed
this letter to Mr. Luis il. GOVALD, Metropole Hotel, Moscow, Russia.
She also advised tuat the eavelope containing the $20 was returaed
to her on February 25, 1960, stamped, ''Retour Departi.' She stated
that on the reverse side of this envelope was stamped "Mockban
Noytant, Moscow, Russia," January 18, 1960," and also the
following lettering "MINAYHAVCAKC.'

MEs. OSVLALD advised that since January 22, 1960, she had
sent three diiferent letters to her son but that all had been
returned to her undelivered, Lue sztated that she feared that
be might bhave become sicanwcu anu in danger, She stated that she
has had correspondence with rcference to subject with her Congressman
and with the U, S. State Department inasmuch as she has been very
much alarmed for fear that something might have bappened to subject.

AES%Y
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Hrs. OSWALD stated that she would gladly report any
contacts made with her by Coviet officials. She volunteered
ber eagerness to cooperate in any way possible. She stated
tkt she had not been requested to furnish any items of personal
identification to subject in Jussia. She volunteered the
information that subject bhad taken with him his birth certificate
when he left Fort Vorth. She promised to advise the FBI immediately
in the event any contacts were made with ber by Soviet officials
or by Soviet establishments in this connection.

A check of the files of Office of Naval Intelligence,
Eighth Naval District, U, S. Naval Station in Algiers, Louisiana,
on April 18, 1961, revealed that this file contained a Photostat
of a telegram from the Dcpartment of State, Moscow, Russia, dated
October 31, 1959, at 7:59 A.Lk. This telegram Stated in:part that
subject who was twenty years of age and .unmarried, carrying passport
No. 1733242, issued September 10, 1952, had appeared at the
Embassy to renounce his Awmerican citizenship and had applied
in Moscow for Russian citizenship following his entry into the
USSR from Helsinki, This telegram advised further that subject's
mothersaddress in the United States was 4936 Collingwood Street
Fort Worth, Texas. This telegram quoted subject as having said
he had contemplated this matter during tbe last two years. Main
reason '"American Marxist"; attitude arrogant and aggréssive,
Subject bhad recently been discharged from the U, S. Marine Corps.
Subject was further quoted as having offered the Soviets any
information he had acquired as enlisted radio operator,

On June 28, 1961, llrs. JAIES E., TAYLOR, 4936 Collingwood
Street, Fort VWorth, Texas, stated ti;at on or about July 1, 1956,
she rented her upstairs west, partly furnished, apartment, to
Mrs. MARGUERITE OSVWALD., VWith lirs. OSLALD were her two sons, ROBERT
and the subject of this case. lrs. TAYLOR stated that she had
never known the third son. lirs. TAYLOR stated also that she
had never known any member of this family prior to July 1, 1956.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that subject was a student in Arlington

Heights High School and was only about 16 or 17 years of age when
the OSWALDS moved to this aduross, &he stated that ROBERT later
married and moved with his wife to another address. Mrs, TAYLOR
stated that subject was a peculiar boy inasmuch as he read a great
deal and kept very much to himsclf., She stated that she has heard
Mrs. OSVALD state that subject read books which were "over his
head." Mrs., TAYLOR explainea tiuis to mean that the books he read
were '"deep'" books., She stated that she does not know the titles
of any of this material which he read., Mrs. TAYLOR stated that
she got the impression that subject obtained some of this reading
material torough the mail., Mrs. TAYLOR stated that she actually
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felt sorry for the subject inasmuch as it appeared to her that

be had few if any friends and no social life. She stated that

she pitied the boy because he had never known his father who

had died before his birth, She stated that Mrs. OSWALD worked
continuously in an effort to sujport ber two boys. Mrs. *TAYLOR
remarked that she has never seen any one stay at home more closely
than did the subject, She stated that Mrs. OSVALD often
quarrelled at him for staying at home so closely and on occasion
urged bim to get out and secck cmployment but that he preferred

to sit at home and read.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that Mrs. OSWALD was in poor health
and extremely nervous and that she often quarrelled very loudly
with both ROBERT and the subject.

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that the OSWALDS came to Fort Worth
from New Orleans, Louisiana. BHrs. TAYLOR stated that both ROBERT
OSYVALD and Mrs. OSVALD were extremely shocked and hurt by the
action which subject took disavowing his United States citizenship
and claiming citizenship in Russia,

Mrs. TAYLOR stated that subject enlisted in the U. S.
Marine Corps wiiile he was residing at 4936 Collingwopd Street.
She advised that Mrs, OSWALD moved from this address on or about
May 1, 1957, and that she has had no contact with the OSWALDS
in recent years.,

On June 30, 1961, JAMSS P, MEIK, 3120 West Fifth Street,
Fort Worth, stated that for a period of several months three or
four years ago Mrs. MARGUZRITZ OSVALD resided at 3124 Vest Fifth
Street. He stated that so far cs he knows subject had never
resided at 3124 West Fifth and IIIZK was unable to furnish any
information of value to this investigation.

On June 23, 1561, Dallas Confiidential Informants T-3
and T-4 advised that their lnowledge of subject is limited
to newspaper accounts reporting subject's defection to Soviet
Russia. Dallas T-3 and T-4 advised that subject was not a member
of the Communist Farty (CP) at Fort Vorth and that they have
never heard his name mentioned in connection withb CP membership.

It is noted that the Communist Party, USA
(CP), bhas been designated by the Attorney

Geéneral of the United States, pursuant to
Executive Order 10450,
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A review on llay 9, 1961, of the files of the Passport
Office, U. S. Department of State, Vashington, D, C., revealed
that on or about January 26, 1961, Mrs, MARGUERITEZ OSVALD, mother
of subject, appeared at the U. S. Department of State in
Vashington, D. C., She advised that she had come to Vashington
to see what could be done to help her son, the subject. She
expressed the thought that peruaps ber son had gone to the Soviet
Union as a "secret agent' and that the State Department was not
doing enough to hedp him. She was advised that such was not
the case and that efforts were being made to help her son.

On February 13, 1961, the U. S. Embassy in Hoscow, USSR,
received an undated letter from LEZ K RVEY OSWALD postmarked
Minsk, February 5, 1961, In this letter OSWALD indicated that
he desired the return of his U. S. passport as he wished to
return to the United States if "we could come to some agreement
concerning the dropping of any legal proceedings against me."

He also said that he could not leave Minsk without permission
and therefore was writing instead of visiting the American Embassy.

On March 20, 1961, the U. S. Embassy in Moscow received
a letter from OSWALD postmarked Minsk, lMarch 5, 1961, Ip this
letter OSWALD said he found it inconvenient to come to Moscow
for an interview at the American Embassy and that he Ctould not
leave Minsk without permission. He asked that in place of a
personal interview he be sent a questionnaixe,
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

Dallas, Texas
In Reply, Please Refer to July 3, 1961

File No. 100-10461

Title LEE IHARVEY OSWALD

Character INTERNAL SECURITY - R
Reference Report of SA JOHN W. FAIN, Dallas, 7/3/61.

A1l sources (except any listed below) used in referenced
communication have furnished reliable information in the past.

This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and ita contents are not to be distributed outside
your agency,
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