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In the event that the U.S. authorities request you to provide information the embassy has 

about Lee Harvey Oswald, who was in the USSR you can give them the following information 

on this matter. 

“According to information available to the Embassy, U.S. national Lee Harvey Oswald (b. 

1939), a native of New Orleans, Louisiana, arrived in the Soviet Union in October 1959 as a 

tourist. While in Moscow he told the Soviet authorities of his desire to remain in the USSR as a 

permanent resident and requested the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to grant him Soviet 

citizenship. Oswald’s request was rejected by the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR. 

As a result of Oswald’s persistent requests, he was allowed to stay temporarily in the 

Soviet Union with the status of a foreign national. While in the Soviet Union Oswald lived in 

Minsk, where he worked at a local radio factory. In April 196 1 Oswald married Soviet citizen 

Marina Nikolayevna Prusakova (b. 1941). In June 1962 Oswald decided to leave the Soviet 

Union and departed for the United States with his family after receiving permission from the U.S. 

embassy in Moscow. In early 1963 the Oswald family requested permission from the Soviet 

embassy in Washington to settle permanently in the USSR. That request was rejected.” 
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