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REPORT 

on the Sojourn of American Tourist L.H. Oswald in Moscow 

From October 21 through October 28, Oswald was treated at Botkinskiy Hospital after he 

had tried to commit suicide by slitting a vein in his arm. 

Professor Tratakovskiy, his attending physician, said in an interview with an Intourist 

interpreter that Oswald was of sound mind but very strong-willed, and if his request for 

permission to remain in the USSR were turned down again he might repeat his suicide attempt. 

In the hospital building where Oswald was staying, one other American was receiving 

treatment at the same time. This person was visited by a friend, a staff member of the U.S. 

Embassy. The latter took an interest in Oswald and asked whether he was registered at the U.S. 

Embassy and what had happened to him. Oswald, according to him, did not tell him anything. 

On October 24, the Embassy called and asked when Oswald would be discharged from the 

hospital. 

After his discharge Oswald was put up at the Metropol Hotel. On October 29 he was 

received at OVIR [section for visas and registration of foreign nationals], where he repeated his 

request for permission to stay in the USSR and receive Soviet citizenship. The head of OWR 

permitted him to wait in Moscow until the final reply of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to his 

application. 

In a conversation with the interpreter, Oswald stated that if the Supreme Soviet turned 

him down, he would not leave the USSR anyway and would keep applying to the Supreme Soviet 

until he achieved his goal. “I don’t think the Supreme Soviet would be that cruel to me,” he said. 

On November 5, Oswald stated in a conversation with the interpreter that on October 3 1 

he had visited the U.S. Embassy, renounced his American citizenship, and told them he would ask 



the Supreme Soviet of the USSR to grant him Soviet citizenship. The Embassy staff member who 

had received him “did not express particular pleasure and replied that that was his business,” and 

he communicated this at once to the journalists. 

On November 1, 2, and 3 he was visited at the hotel by a number ofjournalists, including 

Stevens [?I, but he refused to talk to them. 
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To the Central Committee of the CPSU 

U.S. national Lee Harvey Oswald, who came to the USSR as a tourist on October 15 of 

this year, has applied to the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the USSR for Soviet citizenship. 

According to his application, Lee Harvey Oswald (b. 1939). a native of the United States, 

served with the occupation forces in Japan after graduating from a three-year U.S. Navy school. 

[sic]. Oswald writes in the application: “I request that I be granted citizenship in the Soviet Union 

because I am a communist and a worker. I have lived in a decadent capitalist society where the 

workers are slaves. I have no desire to go to any other country.” 

The visa for Oswald’s stay in the USSR expires on October 2 1 of this year. 

The Committee for State Security of the Council of Ministers of the USSR deems it 

inadvisable to grant Oswald Soviet citizenship. 

In our opinion, there are no grounds for approving Oswald’s request for Soviet citizenship 

and for permitting him to remain as a permanent resident in the Soviet Union. 

Comrade K.Ye. Voroshilov agrees with this opinion. 

Please give [further] instructions. 
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