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November 27, 1963
8:45 a.m.

Report of ay participation in the activities surrounding
the assassination of

PRESIDENT JOHN TFITZGCRALD KENNEDY

T awocke at 6:30 a.m. on November 22, 1963, At
7:90 a,m, 1 locked through the windew in the hotel in
Fort ¥Worth, Texas which overlooked the parking lot in

vhich provisions had been made fcr President Kennedy to

address the public at 8:30 a.m. At that time there was
a considerable gathering., It had been raining and moft
ef the people were in raincoats and carricd umbrelleas,
Mr. N'Donnell and Mr, O'Arien came into my room and also
viewed the area from my window,

At £:30 a.,m, the day was cvercast, but the
rain had stopped. Prcsidenf Xernnady proceceded to the
rlatform and addressed the very enthusiastic crowd, FHe
then returned te thc hotel and had breakfast during which
he also made nn.sddress whith.Qas televised., Following
this, he left by motorcade for the airport. The crowds
along the road were very enthusiastic.,

On arrival in Dalles, Texas there was a long
motcrcade, “rs, lLincoln, the Presidenf's Secretary, and

I were in what Mr, Behr called the VIP car, which follcwed

—_ MD 48




“2a
the cars containing the ]ocal and national repreccnfatives.

The motorcade rroceeded; the crc«ds on tHc rcadway were

overwhclming, large and enthusiastic rast the main buildlﬁgs.

.

As we neared the viaduct, the crowds thinned dut Somewhat st

the squere and we wade a right turn. AS we wvere Ebout to
make this turn, semething hapnencd forward but we were not_

exactly awsre what had hapnened howover, we did realize

that sometﬁnng was urony.’ Pur mntorcsde thcn proceeded at

a2 much more rap id rzte and went to the Trade Mart.' Oﬁ

R I

arriving at the “art, Chief Hendrix nnd 1 pas«ed through

the diniﬁg area and secured the aid of the ScEret Service
wﬁo had no Kncwledge 6? the Ei?ct vherénﬁdﬁt 6f tgé ;Btor-
cade. Agent Burccr'édﬁmandenred a'cnr and = police escort
le$ us 3t a rapic¢ rate to the Hoswiral arriving thgre\
betwean three and five minutes following the arrivai 6f :
the President. o

I went directly to the Fmefgency Room oh'thbn“

ground floor of the hoqp‘tﬂl and Mrs. Kennedy was seated

~

in a Fold1rq chair dlrectlv bestde thc door of the saill

room in which the President Was being cbserved I im-
nediately entered the room, went to the head of the table

and viewed the Presidcnt. It was cvident thnt death uas

T

imminent and that bé‘wés in a hopclese ccndition. Fluids

had been started and he was bclrg piven extra cardlac
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massage. . The team was working to supply Q" Ry negative
blood.and I inforned them that his blcod,grcﬁp was M'Q%
Ry, positive. Due to theo. meture of the condition.my direct
seTvices to him at that mcment would- have interferred
with the action of the team which was in<prp£?0553 Ty e

I went out in the corridor and spoke to Mrs.
Kennedy. She expressed 2 desire to be in the:goom,.yresle
fzing that death was imminent and: that it was so:right
to be ss'close as she cbuld, I overrode: the protests-of
some of the people ir the Yoom and brought Mrs.-Kennedy ' -
inside tha door where she stood snd with.my. arms .. (-
protecting her, she momentarily rested her head emiby l:t~
shoulder, At ome point she kmnelt §n prayer:for-8 few '
seconds nnd then arase and stcood quietly, The cerdiac « -
pacemaker machine wns brought in and was being' preparecd to
be used, however, st tris moment one of the doctors® said
there was no uscwas his lifewas gono, which I-verified.

I told Mrs. ¥ennedy that the President was dedd.
She walked to the table, touched the feot:and kissed the
instep, then walked to the side of the table and:felt his
hand. The upper portion of his body was covered with.a::
white cloth. A Pricst, naze is hct”kﬁ?«hifwas!in,tha9 o
emergency room during this pericd and stepped forwhrd and

anointed the President and gave the last rites, I asked
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hiz to recite the prayers fer the dead, which ke did.and
the response was wmade by Mrs. Kennedy &rd aa.;;I;then;;‘
walked cut of-the room with 4rs. ¥Yennedv, who again sat op
the chair and expressed ber desire to remainp with the
Fresidont's body continually ontil he vas returned:.to the
White House, - ) e R AL TR Fo
. At this point, I.stopped to soweone and.asked fox
the Superintondsnt of the hespital and with a,Secret.. ...
Service .Agent ordered.hia to et with dispatch a conygyaace
and a cesket to carry the bedy back to ¥ashington. 1I:.spoke
tc Dr. Clark at this.time wke was tho. neurosurgeos iu,
charge of the activity, mnd informed hiz that I;Qealé like
the necessary papers and to expedite departure of the-btody
from that orea. At this tige the medical oxaminer. for the
city of Dxllas camc ip and I.explained to his.the necossity
of quickt scticn, He said.thet. the Temains could mrot be.
moved and that further exsmimstions would have to, be done
ttere us this wes a hoemccide casec and they would have to go
through procedures at that polnt, .1 informed him agein that
it was essentizl thazt we have hi=m coved immediately as.
itys, Xennedy was geing to stay exactly where she wss untll
such movesent wsas effcctgd.'.ﬁizh scoe éiffi;ulty,_ongﬁof
the local judges appearcd and 1 asked bim tqgnaFQ_tyq

necessary errangements. After baving called the focal
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sheriff on the phone, some confusion resulted in this
delay. By that time the casket had arrived and the body
was transferred te it.

| 1 sunecrvised the transfer and the room was
vacated., Mrs. Kennedy proceeded to follow the casket. At
this point, 1 again examined the room and they hnd cleamed
®s the room. The roses which had been in the car with the
President were in the wastebasket, however, and two roses
wvhich had brokern off were lying on tﬂe floor. 1 picked
thems up and put them ir my pocket. T then followed the
cortege to the emergency roor entrance and rode in the
ambulance beside the coffin with Mrs. ¥Yonnedy sitting at
the head of the coffin on the small chair. Clint Hill was
with her; I can not remember exactly who else at this |
moment., On the way to the plane, we rcde in silence for
avhile. I then reached into the pocket and fook out the
roses I had gotter from the floor and gave thea to ﬁfs.
X¥ennedy stating what they were. She toock them, put them in
her jacket pocket, smiled and thanked me.

%e arrived at thc plane and the casket was carried
by menbers of the Secret Service and some of the Air Foerce
people to the Presidential compartwment in which the chhirs
had been removed from one side, and the coffin placed in

this srea.
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Throughout the plane trip, Mrs, Kennedy sst in the
vicinity of the coffin talking to Mr, O'Dcnnell and various
close members of the party., During the course of the flight,
determination cf the immediste action on arrival in ¥ashington
was made to assure cowplete compliance with ﬁrs. Kennedy's
wishes. 1 spoke to her while knceling on the floor so I
vould be at the level of her face rather than leaning forward,
and expressed complete desire of all of us and especially of
ryself to comply with her wishes, stating that it was
necessary that the Presiden; he tzken tc 3 hospital prior to
going to the Write House., She questioned why and 1 stated
it must be determined, 1f possible, the type of bullet used
and compare this with future materinl found., 1 stated
frankly th;t I had ro preference, that it could be any
hespital, but that I did feel that, if possible, it should be
g8 military hospital for security measures. The question was
answered by her stating that she wanted the President taken
to Sethesda Naval lospital., Arrangements were made on the
ground for departure to Nalter Reed Army Hospital or Bethesda
Naval Hospital, as the case may ho,

“Mrs. Kennedy decided that she wculd accoapany the
body to Bethesca Maval Hospital and ride in the ambulance.
T assured !rs, Xennedy at this point that T weuld remain with

the President until he wes returned to the White House. ‘The
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bedy was carried by the Secret Service and assisted by
the wmembers of the Alr Force "1™ crew. The body was
removed from the plane by an elevated truck at the level of
the exit from the plane, Mrs. Kennedy, the Attorney
General, members of the Secret Service and I were on the
platform which was lowered te the ground level. The casket
wis rtemoved by the same group and placed in the waiting
ambulance, 1 was the last to alight from the platfornm,

Mrs. Kennedy, the Attorney General and Clint
11111 rode with the body in the rear compartment of the
ambulance. The driver, Paul Landis and I rode in the
driver's compartment to the hospital, Mrs, Xennedy upon
arrival %ér;he hospital went to the 17th floor with the
members of the party, The beody was taken to the mortuary
where I met it and cohserved its transfer to the table. The
examination was performed by Commander Huvues and members
of his staff. Also present were Admiral Kenney, Adwmiral
Galloway, and Captain Canada., General McHugh had remained
in the vicinity of the President constantly throughout this
tinme,

I made numerous trips to the 17th floor for reo-
assurance to thosc in that area and to*sdpbiy them with
some idea of the contenplated departure time. On one of

these occasions, Mrs. Kcnnedy spoke to me in the bedroom
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cf the suite expressing her appreciation which was zreatly
valued by me and which I will long remember. The body of
the President was fully clothed in s blue suit, white
shirt, tie, socks and shoes., Ilis hair was combed in the
usual fashicn and his appearance in the casket gave no
evidence of the injury he had received., During the exa=-
{nation we Teceived a call from the 17th floor inm regard
ts Mrs, Kemnedy's wedding ring which was in place cn the
ring finger in the appropriate position, This ring I
removed persconally and carried te ner on the 17th floor
and gave it te her in person, The original casket which
had been used te transport the body frem Dallas had been
mahogany cclored and of wmetallic coeaposition. This was
replaced by a solid mahogany wooden casket., The casket

was again placed in the United States Navy ambulance st

urs, Kennedy's request and Mrs., Kennedy rodo in the ambulance
scction with the Attorney General and Clint Kill, 1 accompa-
nied the President's body back to the White House where it
was taker immediately to the Fast Room and placed on a dais,
On zrrival, the guard ves stationed and there were several
priests who said prayers for the dead. “rs., Kennedy then
at the completion of these rites retired to the second
floor.

i have no knowledae as to whother Mrs, Kennedy

ever viewcd the body after it left the hospital in Dallas.
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The follcwing day we had & reauest fer the St
Christopher modal which the President always carréed irn
his wallet. The wallet and the Test of the clothes had
been taken inte custody of the Sccret Service and was
obtained by ¥r. O'Leary and the St. Christqpher zedal

given to Mrs. Kemnedy, Tt was stanted that she wighed to

have this placed in the casket with the President's body.

//47@u94~v22}7%;/2;w4u$~
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