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CITY OF DALLAS

November 18, 1996
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Mr. T. Jeremy Gunn
General Counsel and Associate Director for

i

Research and Analysis :
Assassination Records Review Board . ASSASSINATION RECORDS
600 E. Street NW, 2nd Floor e BEVIEW BOARD ¥

Washington, D. C. 20530
Dear Mr. Gunn,

The following is in response to your November 1, 1996 requesting information
from the City of Dallas JFK Collection regarding a bone fragment and David
Burros or Burroughs, who allegedly found the fragment. I was unable to locate
any reference to a bone fragment or to anyone with the last name of Burros or
Burroughs. Margaret McGee, Dallas Police Department/Personnel Division
researched personnel records, and was unable to locate a David Burros or David
Burroughs.

Please contact me at 214-670-5270 if you have any questions, or need any other
information regarding the JFK Collection.

Dallas Municipal Archives and Records Center

c: Douglas Horne, Assassination Review Board Senior Analyst
Margaret McGee, DPD/Personnel Division
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Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Street NW - 2nd Floor - Washington, DC 20530
(202) 724-0088 « Fax: (202} 724~0457

November 1, 1996

Ms. Cindy Smolovik

City Secretary Records

1500 Marilla, Room 5D South
Dallas, Texas 75021

Dear Ms. Smolovik:

I am writing you on behalf of the Assassination Records Review Board, an independent
Federal Agency established pursuant to the President John F. Kennedy Assassination
Records Collection Act, 44 U.S.C. § 2107 (Supp. V 1994). The Review Board, whose
members are appointed by the President and confirmed by the Senate, is charged with
the responsibility of collecting records and information related to the assassination of
President Kennedy. The Review Board is not seeking to reach any conclusions
regarding the assassination, but is primarily concerned with identifying, clarifying,
locating, and making available assassination records. Iam enclosing some explanatory
material about the Review Board and its mandate.

The Dallas Police Department told us that you are the custodian of Dallas Police
Department records from 1963 pertaining to the assassination of President Kennedy.
For this reason, we are referring to you our questions regarding a bone fragment
apparently found on Elm Street the day of the assassination by someone named David
Burros (or Burroughs), and turned over to Dallas County deputy constable Seymour
Weitzman. Weitzman, in turn, gave it to a Secret Service agent, and the Secret Service
then transferred it to Washington, D.C. and gave it to Presidential physician George G.
Burkley on November 27, 1963. The two documents supporting the above
reconstruction of events ii2 enclosed with this letter.

The fragment has been missing for years; we are now pursuing contemporaneous
records that might have recorded details of this event. For this reason, we would like to
ask you to research the Dallas Police Department files from 1963 for documents which
may provide answers to the following questions:

-Was there a police officer named David Burros or David Burroughs employed
by the Dallas Police Department in 19637 (Some have alleged that the person
who found the bone fragment and gave it to deputyconstable Weitzman was a
policeman.)

Boaro Memsers: John R. Tunheim, Chair - Henry F. Graff « Kermit L. Hall - William L. Joyce « Anna K. Nelson

ExecuTive Director: David G. Marwell
601795



Cindy Smolovik
November 1, 1996
Page 2

-Were there any law enforcement reports, or citizen affidavits, filed by either the
Dallas Police Department or the Dallas County Sheriff’s Office regarding this
event?

-Was this bone fragment photographed?
-Was this fragment x-rayed?

-Is there any record of exactly when deputy constable Weitzman transferred the
fragment to the Secret Service, or of the name of the Secret Service official to
whom he gave it? '

I'would like to thank you in advance for your assistance in this matter, inasmuch as
assisting the Review Board in this matter might entail some effort on your part. Any
records of any kind that you can find which would bear on this matter would doubtless
assist us in our efforts to complete, and to clarify, the historical record of President
Kennedy’s assassination.

We would appreciate very much hearing from you on this matter when it is convenient
for you to do so. Should you have any questions, please call Mr. Douglas Horne, a
Senior Analyst on our staff who is well-versed in the medical evidence, at (202) 724~
0088.

Associate Director for
is

Enclosures

P

G31i79¢6



Descriptive Name: Dallas Police Dept Inquiry
Descriptive Type: Letter
Subject: Search for Records on Weitzman Fragment

Attachments: Basic Info. Package & 2 Document Excerpts

Rind Canye AMarmarall (i Ao
il \"UY-Y' ivial VVTli, \OWill, L1UL11
Carbon Copy:

Date Completed: 12:00:00 AM

Reference:

Document Number: 4.0.2 (JFK Medical)

i
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11/27/63 5:15 p.m. *Just received a small Neman Markus box about
2 1/2" x 3 1/2" containing material which had been discussed

Previously
with them. A letter of the full report will be madé.

This material - = B

will: be deposited with the Commanding Officer of the Bethesda Naval .
Hospital for subsequent retention with other material of similar pature, -

Material was received in the presence of Dr. James M. -Yoﬁng. and me.
The contact with the FBI was Roy Jevous at Code 175 x 353, .

(O

P - ~.

G,_G. BurkleytiM.

- DR - -

Received from Robert I. Bouck, Special Agent in Charge, i
U. S. Secret Service, specimen of bone that appears to be-
from a skull,.turned over to Secret Service by David Burros.
It was apparently found on the parkway near the scene of the

~assassination (marked Fragment No. 2 for identification).

Both above described specimené to be turned over to Naval
' Hospital by Dr. Burkiéy for examination, analysis, and
27, Tetention until other disposi don is directed. '

- - o /c; G%cley, M. D. W
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INVESTIGATION OF

_THE ASSASSINATION -OF PRESIDENT JOHN F. KENNEDY

HEARINGS

Before the Premdent s Commission
on the Assassmatlon = L

" of President Kennedy

PursvanT o Execurive Orper 11130, .an Executive order creating a
Commission to ascertain, evaluate, and report upon the facts relating
to the assassination of the late President John F. Kennedy and. the
subsequent violent death of the man charged with the assassination
and S.J. Res. 137, 88TE CONGRESS, a concurrent resolution conferring
upon the Commission the power to administer oaths and affirmations,
examine witnesses, receive evidence, and issue subpenas

; Volume
VII

o —

UNITED STATES GOVERﬁMENT PRINTING OFFICE

WASHINGTON, D.C.
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My. Berin. Yes.

Mr. JorNsoxn. Other than I know we kept the lunch sack and the Dr. Pepper
bottle.

"Mr. BELIN. You did keep the lunch sack?

Mr. JorrsoN. Sir?

Mr. BeLin. You did keep the lunch sack?
- Mr. JoENSOR. Yes, sir.

Mr. Berin. Where s 1t?

Mr. JOENSON. We turned it into the crime lab.

Mr. BELIN. You mean your police department crime 1ab?

Mr, Jomxsor. Yes, sir.

Mr. Beuw. Did you ever dust it for prints or not, or do you know?

Mr. JoaNsorn. Well, now, the lunch sack itself, sir?

Mr. BerIn. Yes.

Mr, JorNsoN. I don’t know whether they did or not. Now'that sack we are
talking about, it was dusted right there at the scene. ‘

"Mr. BerLin. That is the long paper sack you found in the southeast: w;rner"
Imean as far as the lunch sack is<concerned?

Mr. Jomnsor. No, the lunch sack, I don’t know ‘We turned it in, but I
never did hear after thai: what he did with it. ' T am pretty sure they did use it

for something.
Mr. BeLIN. Anything else you can think of that is relevant in any way what-

‘soever to the investigation of the assassination?

Mr. JorNsoN. Noj; I don't remember anything else.

- Mr, BeLiN. Well, we surely want to thank you for your cooperation, Mr.
J ohnson.

You have the right, if you desire, to read the transcription of your testimony
here and then sign the deposition, or you can waive the signing and have the
court reporter send it to us directly in Washington. - Do you care to read it, or
do you want to waive the signing of it?

Mr. JorNsor. I'd better read it. ‘

Mr. Berix: All right, you will be contacted when it is ready.

TESTIMONY OF SEYMO ITZMAN
The testimony of Seymour Weitzman was taken at 2:15 p.m., on April 1
in the office of the U.S. attorney, 801 Post Office Building, Bryan and Ervay
Streets, Dallas, Tex., by Mr. Joseph A. Ball, assistant counsel of the President’s
Commission.
_-u-——""—'

Mr. BALL. Mr ‘Weltzman, I’m Joe Ball and this is Lillian Johnson, the court
reporter. Will you please stand and raise your right hand? _

Mr. Werrzmar. Yes, sir. - 2w -

Mr. Barr. Do you solemnly swedr the” tostimony you will give before this
Commisffon will be the trath, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so
help you God?

Mr. Werrzuaw. I do. } — 7;-,. : /
Mr. BALL. ‘'Will you state your name? B Yoo
Mr. WerTzMAR. Seymour Weitzman. ' -

Mr. BALL. What is your occupation?-

Mr. WEITZMAN. Deputy constable, Dallgs Coynty,
. Mr. BALL.'What is the location of your place of busi.ness?

Mr. WerTzMAN. Precinet 1 which is the old courthouse, third floor, room 351.
Mr. BALL. Where were you born?. -~ .

Mr. Werrzman. Dallas, Tex ;

Mr. Barr. Weremhere in this State?
Mr. WEITZMAN. Partial]y here and Indiana ’
Mr. Barr: How far did you g0 throngh ‘school? )

Mr. WeEITzMAN. I went throngh conege, graduated in- engineering, 1945

- act
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Mr. Baiyl. When did you come to Texas?

Mr. WErTzMAN, Do you-mean back to Texas?.

Mr. Bavrr. Back to Texas.

Mr. WRITZM AR, Bight after the service -was over. and when -I came out or
the service.

Mr. Bawr. Did you graduate Irom school before you went. into the service?

Mr. Wertzmar. 1 finished up after I received my discharge. I went back to
Indiana to engineering school in South Bend and finished my degree in 1945.

Mr. Barr. What school? ..

Mr. WerrzMaAN. Allison Division of General Motors Engineering School.

" Mr. BALr. What did you do when you went to Dallas?

Mr. WEITZMAN: Went in business for myself.

Mr. BaLr. What kind of business?

Mr. WEITZMAN. Dresses, garments, ladies garments.

Mr. BaLr. What did you do after that?

Mr. WerrzMAN. I went on the road as distriet supervisor and manager for
Holly’s Dress. Shops in New York, 1156 Fifth Avenlue, and I supervised 28 stores
for them for approximately 15 years.

Mr. Barr. Then what did you dn?-

Mr. WEerTZMAR. T took over as general manager of the Lamont. .Corp. which
is a discount.operation and the headquarters, which was Galveston, Tex  We
had stores in Dallas, Fort Worth, Louisiana, Phoenix and Tucson, Ariz. At

" the end of 1960, I closed up. all the stores, retired from the discount operation

and went to work for Robie Love in Dallas County, precinct 1.
Mr. Bari. You've been there ever since as deputy constable?
Mr. WerrzMAN. That’s right.
Mr. BAarL. On November 22, 1963, around noon, where were you?
Mr. WerrzMAN,. I was: standmg on the corner of Mam and
Mr. Bari. Were you alone? - .
Mr. WEITzZMAN. No, sir; I was with another deputy, B Hautton.
Mr. Barr. A deputy constable? AT ey i
Mr. WEITZMAN. Yes, sir; heand I were standing there. T
Mr. Barr, Did you see the President’s car pass? g
Mr. WextzMAR. Yes, sir; we did. We watched the President pass and we
turned and started back to the courthouse when we heard the shots.

Mr. Barr. You say you turned and were starting back to the courthouse—- '

what courthouse and what is the location of that courthouse?

Mr. Werrzmax. Sitting on Main, Houston, Record and so forth.. We were
at the back side and we turned around and were going into the Main Street
entrance. We made maybe three or four steps when we hea.rd :-what we
thought -at that time was elther g rifle shot or a ﬁrecracker, I mean at that
second. o

Mr. Bawn. How. ma.ny shots did.ypp hear? -

Mr. WEITzZMAN. Three distinct shots,

Mr. Banr. How were they spaced?

Mr, Werrzuax. First one, then ihe second two seemed to be simulta.neously

Mr."Bi1r.. You mean the first and then there was a pause?

Mr. WerrzMAN. There was a little period in between the second and third shot.

Mr. Birr. What was the longest, between the first and second or the second
and third shot; which had the longest time lapse in there? -

Mr. WErTzMAN. Between the first and second shot. ™

Mr. Barr. What did you do then?

Mr. WerrzMaN. I immediately. ran toward the President’s car.. Of course,
it was speeding away and somebody sald the shots or the ﬁrecrackers, whatever
it was at that time, we still ‘didn’t know the President was shot,. came from
the wall. .T immediately scaled that wall.

Mr. BAI.L. ‘What is the location of that wall?

Mr. Werrzman, It would be between the raﬂroadaeverpass and I can't re-
member the name of that little streéet that runs off Blm; it's cater-corner—the
section there between the—what do you call it—the monument section?

Mr. Barl. That’s where Hlm actuauy dead ends?
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Mr. WerTzMAN. Yes, sir; I scaled the wall and, apparently, my hands grabbed
steampipes. I burned them.

Mr. Barr. Did you go into the railroad yards?

Mr, WerrzMAR. Yes, sir.

Mr. Barr. What did you notice in the railroad yards?

Mr. WeITzMAN. We noticed numerous kinds of footprints that did not make
sense because they were going different directions.

Mr. Baryr. Were there other people there besides you?

Mr. WEITZMAN. Yes, sir; other officers, Secret Service as well, and somebody
started, there was something red in the street and I went back over the wall
and somebody brought me a piece of what he thought to be a firecracker and .
it turned out to be, I belleve, I wouldn’t quote this, but I turned it over to one
of the Secret Service men and I told them it should go to the lab because it
looked to me like human bone. I later found out it was supposedly a pOI‘thD of
the President’s skull. . s

Mr. Barr. That you picked up ofr the street?

Mr. WerrzMAN. Yes.

Mr. Bazz.s Wmabpart of the street did you pick this up? :

Mr. WerrzuMax. As the President’s car was going off, it would be on the left-
hangd side of the street. .It would be the—— .

Mr. Barr. The left-hand side facing—— -

Mr. WerrzmAr. That would be the south side of the street.

Mr. BarL It was on.the south side of the gtreet. Was it in" the street?

Mr. WErTzMAX. It was in the street itself.

Mr. Barr. On the pavement?

Mr. WEITZMAN. Yes, sir

Mr, Barr, Anywhere near the curb?

Mr. WEITZMAN. Approxlmately, oh, T would say 8 to 12 mches from the curb,
something -like that.

Mr. Barr, Off the record.’

(Off record discussion.)

Mr. Barr. What did you do after that? -

‘Mr. WerrzMax. After that, we entered' the building and ‘started to search
floor to floor and we started on the first floor, second floor, third floor and on
up, when we got up to the fifth or sixth floor, I forget, I believe it was the sixth
floor, the chief deputy or whoever was in charge of the floor, I forget the officer’s
name, from the sheriff’s office, said he wanted that fioor torn apart. He wanted
that gun and it was there somewhere, so myself and another officer from the
sheriff’s department, I can’t remember his name, he and I proceeded until we——

Mr. Barr. Was his name Boone?.

Mr. WerrzManN. That is correct, Boone and 1, and as he was look'mg over the
rear section of the building, I would say the northwest ‘corner, I was on the
floor looking under the flat at the same timé he was looking on-the top side and
we saw the gun, I would say, simultaneously and I said, “There it is” and he
started hcllering;»“We got it.” It was covered with.boxes. - It was well pro-
tected as far as the naked eye because I would venture to say eight or nine of

‘us stumbled ‘over that gun a couple times before we thoroughly searched the

building.

Mr. Bair. Did you touch it? :

Mr. WerrzmMan. No, sir; we made a man-tight barricade until the cnme lab
came up and removed the gun itself.

Mr. Barr. The crime lab from the Dallas Police Department?

Mr. WerrzMax. -Yes, sir. .

Mr. Barr. Lientenant Day and Captain Fritz? ‘

Mr. WEITZMAN. I'm not sure what the lieutenant’s name was, but I remember
Captain Fritz.

Mr. Barr. Did you see Captain Fritz remoye—-d.nything from the gun?

Mr, WErrzmax. No, sir; I did not,

g(dr %VALL Whatgiid you do after that? ~*~ = - SR

r. WEITZMAN. After that, I returned to my office and I wa

ta the city that aftemoon later to make a statzment on’ what b ﬁa?f:; down
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Mr. Barr I have three pictures . here'which I have .marked, respectlvely,
D, B, F. I show you D first. Does that 100k 8nything like. the locatxon Where
you found the gun? HCRIISTRIRS ey

Mr. WerrzMAN., Yes, sir; this ls taken the opposite slde the ﬂat I was looking
under.

Mr. Bary. . Looking from the top side of thls plcture? .

Mr. WerrzMan. Well, I would: be looking over—Boone was looklng the top
side; I was looking under the flat., We. were looking over .everything. I was
behind this section of books. I believe there were more books in here [indicat-
ingl. . .
Mr. Barr. What do you mean “in here”?

Mr. WerrzMan. In this area [lndlcating] because at the time we found the

. gun there were no boxes protruding over the gun.

Mr. Bari. In this area, you mean protruding over the gun?

Mr. WErTzMAN. Yes, sir; it was more hidden than there.

Mr. Bawrr. I show you the picture marked E Does that look anythmg like
the area where the gun was found?

Mr. WeErTzMAN, Yes, sir; it does.

Mr. Barr. I show you the picture: marked F, Is that anotherylﬂhu‘e of the
game area? =¥

Mr.; WEITZMAN. Yes, sir; as Well as I remember the gun was right in’ here

. [indicating].

Mr. Barl. Would you mind makmg a mark there wlth ' pen? That is on F.
Draw on Exhibit F, draw an arrow. The arrow in ink on F. shows the location?

Mr. WErrzMAN. Down on the floor.

Mr. Barr. Shows the location of the gun on the floor? ;

Mr. WerrzMaAN. Yes.

Mr. Barr. Was there anything between the place the gun was found; were
there any boxes between where the gun was found and the stairway? .

Mr. WerrzMaN. Yes, sir; there was & row of boxes between the stairway
and the gun because we cdme up the stau'way and we could.n’t help but see
it if it was in the open.

Mr. Barr. Take E here and. make a mark on E as to the Iocation of the place
where the gun was found. .

Mr. WerrzMaANx, Same area.

Mr. Barr, The same area and the arrow marks the place where the  gun
was found? :

Mr. WEITZMAN. Yes, Sir.

Mr. Bair. Off the record.

(Off record discussion.)

Mr. BArr. In the statement that you made to the Dallas Poliee Department
that afternoon, you.referred to the rifle as a 7.65 Mauser bolt actlon"

‘Mr. WertzMaN. In a glance, that’s what it looked like.

Mr. Bary. That's what it looked like—did you say that.or someone else say
that? -

Mr, Wnrrzm No I said that. I thought it was one,. - - “: .

Mr. Bari. AYe you fairly familiar with rifles? )

Mr. WErTzMAN. Fairly tammar ‘because I was in the sporting goods business
awhile.

Mr.-BaLL. What branch of service were you ln"

Mr. Werrzmaxn. U.S. Air Force. —

Mr. Barr. Did you handle rifles? o
- Mr. WerrzMAN, Mostly Thompson machine guns and pistols. - =,

Mr. Barr. In the Air Force, what were you? T Sy

Mr. WerrzmaN. I started out as a fiying sergeant. T

Mr. Barr. You flew the plane?

Mr. WEITZMAN,. Yes, sir.

Mr. Bawr. How did you end up?

Mr. Werrzmax. I ended up flying them; ended up ln a prlson camp.

Mr, BAarL. Where?

Mr. WErtzMAN. I was overseas m Japan

108




ectively, Mr. Barnx. You also said at the time the rifie was found at 1:22 p.m., is that

n where correct?
" Mr. szm ‘I believe that is correct. I wouldn’'t commit myself there

+ looking . " because I am not sure; I'm not positive that was it.

\_ : _ Mr, Barr. In this statement, it says Captain Fritz took charge of the riﬁe

and ejected one live round from the chamber.

the top ‘Mr. Werrzmax. Yes, sir.

1 was Mr. Barr. He did eject one live round?

:indicat- " - Mr. WErrzmMaN.+Yes, sir; he did eject one live round, one live round, yes, sir.

You said remove anything from the rifle; I was not considering that a shell..
Mr. Barr. I understand that. Now, in your statement to the Federal Bureaun
und the of Investigation, you gave a description of the rifle, how it looked.
‘ ‘Mr. WerrzMAR. I said it was a Mauser-type action, didn’t I?
Mr. Barr. Mauser bolt action.
L Mr. WErTzMAN. And at the time I looked at it, I belié¥&"TSaid it was 2.5 5cope
ing like on it and I believe I said it was a Weaver but it wasn’t; it turned.out to be
' anything but a-Weaver, but that was at a glance.
"Mr; Barr. ‘You also said it was a gun metal color?

e of the . 'M¥r, WEITZMAN. Yes.
. ‘Mr. Barr. Gray or blue?
in here ~ Mr, WerrzMaN. Blue metal.
Mr. Barr. And the rear portion of the bolt ‘was visibly worn, s that worn?
is on F. -Mr. WerrzMANX. That's right.
reation? Mr. Barr. And the wooden portion of the rifle was what color?

‘Mr. WerTzmaAN. It was a brown, or I would say not a mahogany brown but
dark oak brown. :
--Mr, Barxr. Rough wood, was it?

1; were Mr. Werrzman. Yes, sir; rough wood.
. Mr,; Barxr. And it was equipped with a scope?
airway  Mr. WerrzMAR. Yes, sir.
but see Mr. BArr. Was it of Japanese manufacture? =
P , . Mr. WErrzmax..I believe it was a 2.5 Weaver at the time I looked at it.
ie place ' I didn’t look that close at it; it just looked like a 2.5 but it turned out to be

a Japanese scope, I believe.

Mr. Barr. Didn’t you, when you went over.to the railroad yard talk to
he gun some yardman?

Mr. WerrzuAN. I asked a yardman if he had seen or heard anything during
the passing of the President. He said he thought he saw somebody throw some-
thing through a bush and that'’s when I went back over the fence and that's
when I found the portion of the skull. I thought it was a firecracker portion;

Ttment that's what we first were looking for. This was before we knew the President
was dead.
Mr_BALL.-;Did the yardman tell you where he thought the noise came from?

Ise say Mr. WerrzMAaN. Yes, sir; he pointed out the wall section where there was
- a bunch of ‘Bhrubbery and I believe that’s to t2#tiright where I went over the

wall where the steampipe was; that would be going north back toward the jail.

. . Mr. Barr I think that's all.. Do you have any desire to read this over and

1siness sign it or will you waive signature? : ,

.Mr. WeErTzMAN. I will waive my signature. I don’t think the Government

1s going to alter my statement any.
| - allas, Texas I E
UP;\

TESTIMONY OF CAPT. W—WBROOK - |

The test!mony of Capt. W R. Weéstbrook -was-tgkén:at 9 a.m., on April 8,
1984, in the office. of the U.S. attorney, 301. Post Office Building, Bryan and

b - Ervay - Streets, Qallas, Tex., by Messrs. Joseph A. Ball, John Hart Hly, and
' Samuel A. Stern, assis counsel of the President’s Comp_uss;gp Dr Alfred

" Goldberg, historian. was present.:
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